
“That There Be No Divisions among You” 
(1 Corinthians 1:10-17) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  There is no more unpopular subject to preach about than what is most applicable to us 

as individuals or as a group.   
1.  The last thing anyone wants to hear is that which is closest to where they live.   

a.  The thief doesn’t want to hear about stealing, the immoral man about adultery, 
the Sabbath-breaker about the Sabbath.   

b.  But the truth is what each of them needs to hear, because it’s the only thing that 
can turn them away from their sin and bring them back to the path of God’s 
blessing.   

 
2.  The truth is what we need to hear this morning, so that we can consider what we 

have done, what we are doing and what we are about to do as the Lord’s people in 
His church.   
a.  When I say this, I’m not pointing fingers.  I don’t mean this party or that, but all 

of us.   
b.  No matter what has happened, it doesn’t excuse us from our obligation to obey 

the Lord now.   
c.  Neither does it absolve us of punishment if we should disregard what He says 

and sin.   
 

B.  I know there are hard feelings on each side.   
1.  I’ve heard many things said about me that aren’t true.   
2.  Some of you believe things have been said about you that aren’t true.   
3.  Many of you believe you have been wronged in some way.   
4.  The sad thing is that if this situation goes as many have in the past, these 

misunderstandings will probably never be cleared up.  We’ll continue to believe 
them and be angry about them for the rest of our lives.   

5.  But what we need to consider at this point is what should we do?   
a.  Are we going to do what our children often do:  excuse what we know is sinful 

behavior because we believe someone else has wronged us?  “I did this, because 
he/she did that?!”   

b.  Or are we going to handle it the Lord’s way?   
 

6.  My purpose this morning is not to point fingers.  What I want us to do is to set all 
the controversy aside for a few moments and look at what our Lord Jesus tells us to 
do in cases like this, because no matter what we believe was said or how we feel 
about it, it doesn’t change what He commands:  What He commands is that we put 
an end to our divisions and be reconciled.   
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II.  Sermon.   
A.  It shouldn’t come as any surprise that we are not the first church to face these 

problems.  The church at Corinth was in similar circumstances.   
1.  They were clearly divided over many issues, such as:   

a.  How to deal with a man involved in incest (Ch. 5).   
b.  Whether it was right to sue a brother in court (Ch. 6).   
c.  Whether fornication was allowed (Ch. 6).   
d.  Whether a believer had to stay married to an unbeliever (Ch. 7).   
e.  Whether they should eat meat offered to idols (Ch. 8-10).   
f.  What the right way was to celebrate the Lord’s Supper (Ch. 11).   
g.  And which spiritual gifts were the most important (Ch. 12-14).   
h.  Among many other disagreements.   
 

2.  The particular problem Paul addresses in our text had to do with whom they were 
following.   
a.  Apparently, some were identifying themselves as the followers of Paul, some of 

Apollos, some of Cephas, and some of Christ.   
b.  These were the men who came and evangelized them, who taught them, and so 

their affection and devotion to these men separated them.   
c.  The same thing happens today:   

(i)  Some identify with Doug Wilson, some with R. C. Sproul Sr. or Jr., some 
with Cornelius VanTil, some with Greg Bahnsen or Rousas Rushdoony, some 
with Geerhardus Vos, Jeremiah Burroughs, John Bunyon, John Owen, or 
Jonathan Edwards.   

(ii)  This is probably because there is something they taught that has been a 
blessing to them or opened a window in Scripture that has allowed them to see 
more of God’s truth, or maybe it’s because that’s the way their wired and they 
write in a way that speaks to them.   

(iii)  We have the same problem:  affinities to certain persons or movements 
often split the church, causing some to leave.   

(iv)  Just consider what Harold Camping’s teaching has done.   
 

B.  The difference at Corinth was that they really didn’t have the luxury of settling the 
issue by leaving or by forcing those with whom they disagreed out of the church.   
1.  Practically speaking, where would they go?   

a.  There was one congregation, one church, one leadership.   
b.  The only way out was through discipline, and that was only to bring them to their 

senses that they might repent and become one with the congregation again.   
 

2.  But division is easier for us today.   
a.  There are always other churches, other opportunities for fellowship and the 

ministry of the Word.   
b.  And so we don’t take reconciliation as seriously as they had to.   
c.  If it doesn’t work out, either the person you disagree with can go somewhere 

else, or you can.   
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3.  But though our circumstances have changed, we need to understand that the Lord’s 
will hasn’t changed.   
a.  What Paul said about their dispute still applies to us today.   
b.  What does Paul say about their division?  In chapter 3, verses 1-9, he writes, 

“And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of 
flesh, as to babes in Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were 
not yet able to receive it.  Indeed, even now you are not yet able, for you are still 
fleshly.  For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and 
are you not walking like mere men?  For when one says, ‘I am of Paul,’ and 
another, ‘I am of Apollos,’ are you not mere men?  What then is Apollos?  And 
what is Paul?  Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave 
opportunity to each one.  I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the 
growth.  So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, 
but God who causes the growth.  Now he who plants and he who waters are one; 
but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor.  For we are 
God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.”   

c.  And he writes in verses 21-23, “So then let no one boast in men.  For all things 
belong to you, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or 
things present or things to come; all things belong to you, and you belong to 
Christ; and Christ belongs to God.”   

d.  The point is, men are nothing.  They are merely tools the Lord uses to build His 
body.  Their arguing about whom they’re going to follow or who is better is 
meaningless and sinful.   

e.  It is Christ’s body that is important:  that it remain one and not be unnecessarily 
divided.   

f.  This is why Paul exhorts them in chapter 13 to love one another.   
g.  This is why Paul exhorted them in the name of our Lord Jesus to put an end to 

their division and agree, “I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you all agree, and there be do divisions among you, but you be made 
complete in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1:10).   

 
C.  Our Lord Jesus also calls us to put an end to our divisions and to agree.   

1.  Notice that Paul doesn’t issue this command in his own name, but Christ’s.   
a.  So that we would pay attention.   
b.  So that we would listen.   
c.  So that we would have the proper motivation to obey that command.   

(i)  Jesus loved us.   
(ii)  He died for us.   
(iii)  He was raised and exalted over us and all Creation.   
(iv)  We have covenanted with Him to obey Him, to put His interests before our 

own.   
(v)  And one day we will give an account to Him.   
(vi)  Can you think of better reasons to obey this command?   

 
2.  Our Lord tells us that He wants us to be one body and not to divide.   

a.  He doesn’t want His body torn apart.   
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(i)  It’s true that His body is already torn in many different pieces.   
(ii)  But the fact that it is doesn’t mean that we are free to tear it further.   
 

b.  He wants us to agree and put an end to our division.   
(i)  What causes division?  Isn’t it disagreement over one or more things?   
(ii)  What is it that can unite us?  We must agree.   
(iii)  As much as possible, we are to be of one mind, to hold to one belief, one 

faith.   
(iv)  And in those areas where we disagree, we are to love one another and work 

towards unity.   
(v)  Paul says we must “be made complete in the same mind and in the same 

judgment.”   
(vi)  Barnes makes this very helpful comment:  “The word here used, and 

rendered ‘perfectly joined together,’ denotes, properly, to restore, mend, or 
repair that which is rent or disordered, Mt 4:21, Mk 1:19; to amend or correct 
that which is morally evil and erroneous, Gal 6:1; to render perfect or 
complete, Lk 6:40; to fit or adapt anything to its proper place, so that it shall 
be complete in all its parts, and harmonious, Heb 11:5; and thence to compose 
and settle controversies, to produce harmony and order.   

(vii)  We are like a torn garment that needs to be mended.   
 

c.  But how do we mend Christ’s body?  It can only be through the truth.   
(i)  We must let Christ speak to us through His Word.   
(ii)  We mustn’t tell Him what to say or wish He had said things differently.   
(iii)  We must search to know the mind of Christ, and, as much as possible, agree 

on those things.   
 

d.  Then as we begin to see things the same way, we are to begin to move the same 
direction.   
(i)  Two can’t walk together unless they are agreed.   
(ii)  But in those areas where we don’t agree, we need to agree to disagree and 

still press forward in love.   
(iii)  Again, Barnes writes, “The sentiment of the whole is, that in their 

understandings and their volitions, they should be united and kindly disposed 
towards each other.  Union of feeling is possible even where men differ much 
in their views of things.  They may love each other much, even where they do 
not see alike.  They may give each other credit for honesty and sincerity, and 
may be willing to suppose that others may be right, and are honest, even 
where their own views differ.  The foundation of Christian union is not so 
much laid in uniformity of intellectual perception, as in right feelings of the 
heart.  And the proper way to produce union in the church of God, is not to 
begin by attempting to equalize all intellects on the bed of Procrustes, but to 
produce supreme love to God, and elevated and pure Christian love to all who 
bear the image and the name of the Redeemer.”   
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III.  Application.   
A.  People of God, Christ calls us to agree and heal our division, not to deepen it.   

1.  Everything we do that makes the division deeper is sin.   
2.  We each need to consider whether we have done things that have widened the gulf:   

a.  Have we shut our ears to parts of God’s truth and persisted in going in a direction 
that we either aren’t sure is God’s will or are sure that it isn’t?   

b.  Have we been guilty of not representing each other’s words or actions truthfully, 
or led others to believe things that aren’t true?   

c.  Have we been slow to receive a good report about those we are embittered 
against and quick to receive an evil report regarding them?   

d.  Have we been guilty of being unloving or unforgiving?   
e.  Have we harbored resentment and bitterness in our hearts against others?   
f.  Have we been putting stumbling blocks in each other’s way, not wanting things 

to work out, not wanting to work together, but desiring division instead?   
 

3.  Our Lord calls us to repentance this morning over these sins and others that have 
brought us to this point in Christ’s body.   

 
B.  In closing, let me read to you several passages of Scripture that exhort us to this very 

thing.   
1.  Please let open your ears and hearts to hear what the Spirit says to His church this 

morning.   
a.  “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in 

unity!” (Psalm 133:1).   
b.  Jesus says, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even 

as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will know 
that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35).   

c.  Jesus prayed, “I in them, and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, that 
the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You loved Me” 
(John 17:23).   

d.  We read of the early church, “And the congregation of those who believed were 
of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to 
him was his own; but all things were common property to them” (Acts 4:32).   

e.  Paul prayed for the Roman believers, “Now may the God who gives 
perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one 
another according to Christ Jesus; that with one accord you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 15:5-6).   

f.  He encouraged the believers at Corinth, “Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made 
complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love and 
peace shall be with you.  Greet one another with a holy kiss.  All the saints greet 
you.  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all” (2 Cor. 13:11-14).   

g.  He exhorted the believers at Ephesus, “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and 
clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  And be kind to 
one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has 
forgiven you” (Eph. 4:31-32).   
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h.  He admonished the church in Philippi, “Only conduct yourselves in a manner 
worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that whether I come and see you or remain 
absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 
striving together for the faith of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27).  And then later, “If 
therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, 
if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, make my 
joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in 
spirit, intent on one purpose.  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but 
with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than 
himself; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the 
interests of others” (Phil. 2:1-4).   

i.  He commanded the church at Thessalonica, “Live in peace with one another” (1 
Thes. 5:13).   

j.  And Peter wrote to many churches, “To sum up, let all be harmonious, 
sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; not returning evil for 
evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the 
very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.  For, ‘Let him who means to love 
life and see good days refrain his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking 
guile.  And let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and 
pursue it.  For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears attend to 
their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.’  And who is 
there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good?” (1 Pet. 3:8-13).   

 
2.  Would Jesus, Paul and Peter had to pray in this way or admonish God’s people to 

do these things if they weren’t having any problems in this area?   
a.  The fact is all of the Lord’s people had this struggle, because they were all 

sinners – saved by grace, yes – but still wrestling with their sins.   
b.  As long as we are in this world, we will disagree on many things.   
c.  But our Lord tells us that our love must be stronger, strong enough to make us 

hold onto each other.   
 

3.  This is the kind of love Christ has for us.   
a.  Do you think that Christ has any disagreements with any of us this morning?  
b.  You better believe He does, not the least of which is how we have handled our 

divisions.   
c.  But has He written us off?  No.  He said He never would.   
d.  His love is what is in our hearts.  Let’s begin to exercise it and show each other 

that it’s there.   
e.  May the Lord help us to consider these things and then do what we know is 

honoring to Him.  Amen.   


