
“That the Truth Might Remain with You” 
(Galatians 2:1-5) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve seen in previous weeks the arguments Paul is using to prove His 
apostleship and hence the authority of his Gospel.   
a.  First, he was not sent to preach by any man, but by Jesus Christ and God the 

Father, God bearing witness through His Spirit and miracles (3:5).   
b.  Second, the Gospel he preached he received directly from Christ and not 

from man.   
(i)  For the first three years, he preached without consulting any man.   
(ii)  After the three years, he went to Jerusalem to become acquainted with 

Peter and stayed with him for fifteen days.   
(iii)  He also saw James, but none of the other apostles.   
(iv)  The point is, his understanding of the Gospel didn’t come from them, 

but from Christ.   
 

c.  Third, the message he preached also powerfully changed his life.   
(i)  Far from loving Christ, he hated Him and His people.   
(ii)  He had devoted his life to the destruction of the church.   
(iii)  But Christ transformed his life through the Gospel so that he was now 

willing to die for Him.   
(iv)  There are other “gospels” and philosophies that can modify the way we 

live, but there isn’t any others that can make us love the holy and true 
God.   

(v)  This, with his other proofs, shows the truth and authority of the Gospel 
Paul was preaching.   

 
2.  It was important Paul establish the authenticity of his Gospel, because of the 

distortion of the Judaizers.   
a.  Remember the Judaizers wanted to add something to the Gospel.   

(i)  Circumcision.   
(ii)  Obedience to the ceremonial law.   
(iii)  And obedience to the moral law for the wrong reasons.   
(iv)  In short, their own works/contribution.   
 

b.  To do this would be to destroy the Gospel of God’s grace.   
(i)  It can’t be by grace and by works.   
(ii)  The two are mutually exclusive.   
(iii)  “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise 

grace is no longer grace” (Rom. 11:6).   
(iv)  Grace is something freely given, apart from works.  Salvation is a gift, 

given freely by God to those who will trust in Christ.   
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(v)  Works, on the other hand, look to themselves as the reason why God 
should grant salvation.   

(vi)  It can’t be both; it’s one or the other.   
(vii)  Paul says it is by grace along through faith alone; not by works.   
 

c.  Further, anyone who would bring such a Gospel, because he distorts and 
destroys God’s grace, Paul says, is under a curse.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But Paul isn’t finished giving arguments for the authenticity of his Gospel.   
a.  He goes to Jerusalem again, this time to compare his Gospel with that of the 

apostles to make sure that they have not compromised the truth, so as to 
undercut the effectiveness of his Gospel.   

b.  And in comparing his Gospel with theirs, he finds that their Gospel is the 
same:  they have nothing to add or correct in his.   

c.  We’ll deal with the first topic this morning and the second this evening.   
 
2.  This morning, we’re looking at four reasons Paul gives as to why he went up to 

Jerusalem, which is further meant to strengthen the authenticity of his Gospel:   
a.  First, because the Lord told him to go.   
b.  Second, because he was concerned that a division in the Church’s 

understanding of the Gospel would end up undermining his work.   
c.  Third, because of false believers who had crept into the church to try and 

undermine the truth of the Gospel.   
d.  Finally, because Paul was not willing to compromise the Gospel in any 

degree so that those who heard it might be saved.   
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  Paul went up to Jerusalem, first, because the Lord told him to go.   
1.  This was Paul’s second trip to Jerusalem.   

a.  There’s a question as to exactly when this is.   
(i)  Was it to the Acts 15 Council?   
(ii)  Or was it another trip that took place before?   
(iii)  We’re really not sure, but for our purposes it may not be that important.   
 

b.  We do know that he was accompanied by Barnabas – who was with him in 
Acts 15 – and with Titus – a convert from among the Greeks.   

 
2.  The reason he went was because of a revelation.   

a.  It appears from Acts 15 that Paul was sent by the church at Antioch to that 
Council.   

b.  Here, Paul tells us it was because the Lord told him to go to Jerusalem.   
(i)  In those days, divine guidance was not only possible but a reality.   
(ii)  In these days, we have God’s Word, His Spirit’s guidance and 

Providence.   
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c.  But why did the Lord send him to Jerusalem?  It’s because of what follows.   
 
B.  Second, Paul went up to Jerusalem because he was concerned that a division in the 

Church’s understanding of the Gospel would end up undermining his work.   
1.  He went up to submit the Gospel he was preaching to the Gentiles.   

a.  He did so privately.   
(i)  That he might not create a stir.   
(ii)  There were still many Jews there who were zealous for the Law (Acts 

21:20).   
 

b.  He did so to those of reputation.   
(i)  Because he had heard of God’s grace given to them:  they were also 

apostles.   
(ii)  Because they were those with the greatest authority in the church.   
 

c.  But he also did so because he was afraid that his work might have been in 
vain.   

 
2.  What did Paul mean by this?   

a.  Was he afraid that his Gospel might have been false?   
(i)  Did the false brethren put doubt in his mind?   
(ii)  Did he think that his work among the Gentiles might have been for 

nothing?   
 

b.  That’s possible, but it doesn’t seem to fit the whole tone of what Paul is 
saying.   
(i)  Paul has been arguing strenuously that his Gospel came directly from 

Christ.   
(ii)  God Himself bore witness to it.   
(iii)  In verse 5, we read that Paul was unwilling to yield to those preaching a 

false Gospel even for a moment.   
(iv)  We read that Titus was not compelled by their arguments to be 

circumcised, though he was an uncircumcised Greek.   
(a)  This means either that he personally was not compelled by their 

reasons.   
(b)  Or that Paul was not convinced so that he didn’t compel Titus to be 

circumcised.   
 
(iv)  Did Paul doubt his Gospel?   
 

c.  The answer appears to be no:  Paul didn’t doubt his Gospel, rather, he 
appears to be wondering whether the brethren at Jerusalem were orthodox or 
not.   
(i)  Did those of reputation – which we find are James, Peter and John, the 

reputed pillars of the church – believe, teach and preach the same Gospel?   
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(ii)  If they didn’t, then they would be working against him, undermining the 
Gospel.   

(iii)  Then his trip to Jerusalem to deal with this issue would have been for 
nothing.   

(iv)  Paul didn’t doubt his Gospel, but was ready to correct the brethren at 
Jerusalem with it, if necessary.   

 
C.  Third, Paul went up to Jerusalem because of false believers who had crept into the 

church to try and undermine the truth of the Gospel.   
1.  False brethren had sneaked in among them.   

a.  They claimed to be Christians, but they weren’t:  they were the Judaizers who 
trusted in Christ and their works, not Christ alone.   

b.  They came in to spy out the liberty these Christians enjoyed.   
(i)  Christians are freed from circumcision and the ceremonial law, which 

Peter said was a yoke that neither their fathers nor they had been able to 
bear (Acts 15:10).   

(ii)  They were also freed from the Moral Law as a system of works to be 
saved.   

(iii)  Instead they were enjoying the liberty the Gospel of God’s grace brings:  
salvation by grace through faith alone.   

 
c.  These Judaizers came to bring them back under that bondage – believing, at 

best, that the ceremonial law was necessary for them to be saved.   
 

2.  So why did Paul go to Jerusalem to deal with these “false brethren”?   
a.  Because these men may well have come from Jerusalem.   
b.  We find in Acts 15, at the Council, the reason Paul and Barnabas were sent 

there was because this is where these Judaizers had come from (Acts 15:1, 
24).   

c.  Whether this is dealing with the Acts 15 Council or not, they very likely 
came from that area.   

d.  Paul went up to Jerusalem to deal with the danger these were to the Gospel, 
again showing the authority and authenticity of his Gospel.   

e.  The Lord sent him there to strike a blow against their doctrine and, as we’ll 
see later, to confirm the doctrine he was preaching.   

 
D. And finally, Paul went up to Jerusalem because he was not willing to compromise 

the Gospel in any degree so that those who heard it might be saved.   
1.  This is the bottom line, isn’t it?   

a.  Only the true Gospel can give God the glory that is His.   
b.  The true Gospel points to God’s work in Christ alone.   
c.  It points to the fact that this salvation Christ worked out is received by faith 

alone.   
d.  It clearly shows us that we can’t earn it or add to it.   
e.  To deviate from the truth, to add human works or anything to the Gospel, is 

to destroy it and to rob God of His glory.   
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e.  If we do this, we not only dishonor God, but destroy our only hope of 
salvation.   

 
2.  Paul was not willing to yield the truth even for an hour.   

a.  He would not allow Titus to be circumcised under these circumstances.   
(i)  You’ll remember that he had Timothy circumcised.   
(ii)  But it was for an entirely different reason.   
 

b.  He would not compromise the Gospel.   
(i)  He wanted the truth to remain with them.   
(ii)  So that they might be saved.   
 

c.  The Gospel Paul preaches is the authentic Gospel.   
(i)  The “gospel” of good works can’t save you.   
(ii)  The “gospel” false religions teach can’t save you.   
(iii)  The “gospel” of keeping one’s traditions can’t save you.   
(iv)  It is only by believing in the finished work of Christ:   

(a)  His obedience.   
(b)  His death.   
 

(v)  If you are to be saved, you must turn from all of your sins and trust in 
Jesus Christ alone.   

(vi)  May God remind us of this truth this morning and give us all the grace 
we need to do so.  Amen.   

(vii)  This evening we’ll consider what happens when Paul arrives in 
Jerusalem that further strengthens his claim to be preaching the true and 
only Gospel.   


