
“That’s Your Interpretation” 

(2 Peter 3:14-18) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation:  There are so many reasons people come up with as to why they won’t 

accept what the Bible says and receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior – just 

about as many reasons as people.   

1.  But let’s not forget where the real problem lies:   

a.  It isn’t with the evidence.   

(i)  So many people think scientists have proven the theory of evolution.   

(ii)  And because they think they have,  

(a)  They think they no longer need God to explain what they see –  

(b)  All the design, the beauty, all the evidence of the Creator.   

 

(iii)  You might be surprised to discover there really isn’t a shred of evidence 

for evolution.   

(iv)  The evidence for Creation, on the other hand, is overwhelming.    

 

b.  Others think there’s a problem with the Bible –  

(i)  That it’s no different from any other religious book,  

(a)  That it’s full of contradictions,  

(b)  That it’s hard to understand.   

 

(ii)  Actually, it’s quite a bit different than other religious books –  

(a)  For one thing, it doesn’t contain any contradictions.   

(b)  If we had time, we could look at many more differences.   

 

(iii)  But we’ll see this morning,  

(a)  It’s not at all hard to understand,  

(b)  At least in the area that’s most important:  salvation.   

 

2.  So why do so many people have a problem with it and what it says?  It’s 

because of their hearts.   

a.  The Bible says, “The heart is deceitful above all else and is desperately sick, 

who can understand it?” (Jer. 14:9).   

b.  Jesus Himself said, “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the 

world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were 

evil.  For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the 

Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed” (John 3:19-20).   

c.  It doesn’t matter what anyone says or how convincing an argument someone 

might give for the truth of what the Bible says –  

(i)  If you don’t want to believe it, you won’t.   

(ii)  Your heart is what makes you want to accept the so-called “evidence” for 

evolution and to reject the evidence for Creation.   
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(iii)  Your heart is what raises so many questions about the truth of the Bible.   

 

d.  What you’re really looking for is a reason not to believe.   

(i)  If you understand this going into our subject,  

(ii)  You might be more open to the truth.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, let’s consider one of the questions you’ve probably raised at one 

time or another as to why you don’t believe the Bible.   

a.  “There are so many opinions as to what the Bible says.  

b.  Can you really know what it means?   

c.  Or is it just a matter of interpretation?”   

d.  You need to see that you can understand the Bible,  

e.  Especially what it says about how you can be saved and go to heaven.   

 

2.  Realize that you’re not the first person ever to raise this issue.   

a.  This excuse has been around as long as the Bible has.   

(i)  Peter says there were things in Paul’s writings that really were hard to 

understand.   

(ii)  And some were twisting what he said then,  

(iii)  Causing others either to miss the message or not to trust what the Bible 

says.   

(iv)  This is something you can’t afford to do, if you would ever see heaven.    

 

b.  Let’s look at two things:   

(i)  First that yes, there are some things in the Bible that are hard to 

understand.   

(ii)  But second, thankfully the things that have to do with salvation are so 

clear that anyone can understand them.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that there are some things in the Bible that are hard to 

understand – this is one of the reasons there are so many different Christian 

denominations in the world.   

1.  Now they didn’t all come about because of differences of opinion:  Some 

churches grew out of historic movements.   

a.  The Lutheran Church grew out of the Protestant Reformation in Germany.   

b.  The Dutch Reformed from the Reformation in the Netherlands.   

c.  The Presbyterian Church from the Reformation in Scotland.   

d.  The Anglican Church from the Reformation in England.   

e.  The Methodist Church from a revival in England.   

f.  Even though they still have differences, they agree on many things.   

 

2.  But there are some that exist because they disagree on what the Bible says.   

a.  Some believe that man chooses God in salvation, while others believe that 

God does the choosing.   
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b.  Some believe that after Jesus returns He will reign on earth for a thousand 

years, while others believe that He will bring the final judgment and make all 

things new again.   

c.  Some believe there are certain gifts the Holy Spirit still gives, while others 

believe He no longer gives them.   

d.  There are many areas where Christians disagree.   

e.  And sometimes they don’t want to work with those who don’t agree with 

them.    

(i)  Martin Luther - the leader of the Reformation in Germany –  

(ii)  Was very reluctant to work with Zwingli - the leader of the Reformation 

in Switzerland –  

(iii)  Because he disagreed with him on the Lord’s Supper.   

 

f.  This is simply to say that Christians do disagree on some things because some 

things are hard to understand – as Peter wrote regarding Paul’s writings.   

 

B.  But just because some of these things are, doesn’t mean they all are.   

There is one thing they all agree on:  the way of salvation.   

The things you need to know, the things you need to believe if you are to be saved.   

The Lord made these things so clear they couldn’t be mistaken.    

1.  The first is that the Bible is the God’s Word.   

a.  The Bible says, “All Scripture is [breathed out] by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the 

man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-

17).   

b.  It’s absolutely true in everything it says – the authority for all we believe.   

c.  We may not agree on what the Bible says on a number of things, but we all 

agree that it is His Word.   

 

2.  The second thing we all agree on is that there is only one God,  

a.  Who is infinite, eternal, unchangeable,  

(i)  Who has unlimited knowledge and infinite love,  

(ii)  Especially for what’s good and right – that He is holy.  

 

b.  And that He is three persons – the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.   

(i)  The Father is God, “For us there is but one God, the Father, from whom 

are all things and we exist for Him” (1 Cor. 8:6).   

(ii)  The Son is God, “But of the Son He says, ‘YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS 

FOREVER AND EVER, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE 

SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM’” (1:8).   

(iii)  And the Spirit is God, “But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled 

your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit . . . You have not lied to men but to 

God’” (Acts 5:3-4).   

(iv)  This is very important,  

(a)  Because if you don’t believe these things about God,  

(b)  Then the god you believe in isn’t God and can’t save you.   
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c.  The third thing that all Christian churches agree on is that Jesus is God in 

human flesh.   

(i)  That God the Son became a man to save man.   

(ii)  That He came into this world in a very special way:   

(a)  He was conceived and born of a girl who had never had relations with 

a man.    

(b)  An angel had to come to Joseph, the man she was engaged to, to let 

him know she hadn’t been unfaithful.   

(c)  “‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for 

the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  She will 

bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 

people from their sins.’  Now all this took place to fulfill what was 

spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  ‘BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN 

SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY 

SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,’ which translated means, 

‘GOD WITH US’” (Matt. 1:20-23).   

 

(iii)  He had to become a man to die for the sins of His people.   

(a)  The Bible says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God,” and “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 3:23; 6:23).   

(b)  We owed the debt, and so in order to pay the price for us, He had to 

become a man.   

 

(iv)  But He also had to be God so that the payment He would make would be 

great enough.   

(a)  One man might pay for another man’s crimes, but no more than one.   

(b)  Jesus paid for the crimes of so many that no one can count them.   

(c)  For God to accept that, He had to be worth it – as God He is.   

 

(v)  After He died, He was buried and remained in the tomb for three days.   

(a)  Then He rose again - “He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said” 

(Matt. 28:6) –  

(b)  And ascended into heaven – “And after He had said these things, He 

was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out 

of their sight” (Acts 1:9).   

(c)  Every Christian church agrees that Jesus lived, died, rose again, and 

ascended into heaven to save man.   

 

d.  Fourth, we all agree what you need to do to be saved:  You must trust in 

Jesus and His work alone to save you.  “For God so loved the world, that He 

gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, 

but have eternal life” (John 3:16).   

(i)  You need to trust in Jesus, not in yourself:  “By the works of the Law no 

[one] will be justified in His sight” (Rom. 3:20).   

(ii)  You must also repent –  
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(a)  You must turn from your sins.   

(b)  “Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away” 

(Acts 3:19).   

 

(iii)  And you must follow Him for the rest of your life:  “For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Eph. 2:10).   

(iv)  You can’t get to heaven on your own.   

(a)  “There is none righteous, not even one . . . there is none who seeks for 

God . . . there is none who does good, there is not even one” (Rom. 

3:10-12).   

(b)  You must trust in Jesus alone to save you:  “For by grace you have 

been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 

God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Eph. 2:8-9).   

 

e.  Finally, we also agree that Jesus is coming again.   

(i)  Jesus is now ruling over the world, and will continue to rule until all His 

enemies are subdued.   

(a)  “But He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT 

DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, waiting from that time 

onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS 

FEET” (Heb. 10:12-13).   

(b)  The last enemy is death, which He will conquer that when He returns.   

(c)  “For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.  

The last enemy that will be abolished is death. (1 Cor. 15:25-26).   

 

(ii)  We may not agree on when He is coming –  

(a)  No one really knows the day or the hour,  

(b)  But we do agree that when He returns there will be a judgment.   

(c)  “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now 

declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent, because He 

has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness 

through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all 

men by raising Him from the dead” (Acts 17:30-31).   

 

(iii)  Those who have trusted Him,  

(a)  Turned from their sins,  

(b)  And have lived for His glory,  

(c)  Will enter into the new heavens and earth He will create.   

(d)  “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are 

blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world.  For I was hungry, and you gave Me 

something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I 

was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I 

was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me’” 

(Matt. 25:34-36).   
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(iv)  But those who haven’t, will go away into eternal punishment:  “Then He 

will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the 

eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was 

hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me 

nothing to drink; I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, 

and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me’” 

(Matt 25:41-43).   

 

3.  You really can’t use the excuse that no one agrees on what the Bible says, so it 

doesn’t matter whether you believe it or not.   

a.  It does matter.   

(i)  It matters so much that the Lord made it painfully clear  

(ii)  So that anyone with average intelligence could read it and understand it.   

 

b.  And so you are faced with a decision.   

(i)  Will you continue to excuse yourself for not believing and end up being 

condemned?   

(ii)  Or will you listen to what the Bible says?   

(a)  Will you trust Jesus to save you?   

(b)  Will you turn from your sins  

(c)  And begin to live the life He calls you to live?   

 

(iii)  Jesus says, “The road that leads to destruction is broad, but the road that 

leads to life is narrow. . .”   

(a)  You are on the broad road, if you haven’t trusted Jesus.   

(b)  Will you turn onto the narrow road?   

(c)  He calls you to walk on that road,  

(d)  And promises to give you the strength to do so if you will.   

(e)  So if you’re tired of your sins  

(f)  And want to know you have a safe future,  

(g)  Come to Jesus.   

(h)  He calls you to come to Him:  “Come to Me, all who are weary and 

heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and 

learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL 

FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  For My yoke is easy and My 

burden is light." (Matt. 11:28-30).  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


