
“That I May Save Some” 

(1 Corinthians 9:19-22) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Two weeks ago, we considered heaven.   

a.  A wonderful place:  no tears, sorrow, suffering, only joy and blessing.   

b.  Where we get to see God and Christ.   

c.  Where we will be swallowed up in their love forever.   

d.  All we need to do is trust Christ, and He will bring us there.   

 

2.  Last week, we considered hell.   

a.  A terrible place:  weeping, darkness, pain and torment, no comfort, that goes on 

forever.   

b.  Where there are levels of punishment according to sins committed in life.   

c.  Increasing degrees of punishment, as sins continue in hell.   

d.  Where the Lord will cast those who haven’t trusted in Christ.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, let’s consider again:   

a.  That hell is a real place.   

b.  That it is an open mouth that devours and never says enough.   

(i)  About 2 people die in the world every second.   

(ii)  How many of these enter hell?  Most.   

(iii)  How many do we know that have entered or will enter it?   

 

c.  The greatest regret a Christian can have is that they didn’t do more to reach family 

members or friends before they died.   

d.  We have a message that will save them – the Gospel of Christ, the power of God to 

salvation.   

e.  Why don’t we use it?  Why don’t we reach out to more people than we do?   

 

2.  That’s what we’ll consider this morning.  We’ll see two things:   

a.  First, what it is that’s getting in the way of our evangelism.   

b.  Second, how these things can be overcome.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what is getting in the way of our evangelism?   

1.  Maybe we’re not convinced what the Bible says is true.   

a.  We’re not convinced heaven exists.   

b.  Or maybe our problem is with hell.   

(i)  Would God really send anyone there?   

(ii)  Can He be loving and wrathful?   

(iii)  Maybe they’re not really in danger.   

 

c.  Maybe hell is real, but it doesn’t seem real enough.   

(i)  The Bible says it’s true, so we believe it.   
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(ii)  But we don’t believe it strongly enough.   

 

d.  We either have no conviction or weak conviction.   

e.  Why bother them about it if it isn’t true?   

 

2.  Maybe we don’t believe our family members, friends, or neighbors are really in danger 

of hell.   

a.  Hell is real enough, but the Lord sends only really bad people there.   

b.  It’s real, but those I care about aren’t going there.   

(i)  God will forgive them if they believe He exists.   

(ii)  He will forgive them if they believe that Jesus is the Son of God.   

(iii)  They went forward at an alter call once.   

(iv)  They use the word God sometimes.   

(v)  The church they’re going to is apostate, but they’re probably saved.   

(vi)  They seem to love God and live a good life.   

 

c.  If there’s any hope they might be a Christian, why trouble them?   

 

3.  Perhaps we don’t think anything we say will make any difference.   

a.  They won’t listen – their hearts are too hard.   

b.  It would be better if it came from someone else; a prophet has no honor in 

hometown.   

c.  They’ll think I’m crazy; I don’t want to be perceived as a religious fanatic.   

d.  If we think they’re not going to listen, why try?   

 

4.  Perhaps we’re afraid that we’ll strain our relationship or lose their friendship.   

a.  There’s two things most people don’t want to talk about – politics and religion – 

because they’re controversial.   

b.  If I push my views on them, they’ll disagree; it will only cause conflict.   

c.  If it’s unlikely they’ll accept what I say, why run the risk of offending them?   

 

5.  Maybe the problem is with our love and commitment to Jesus Christ.   

a.  It just isn’t strong enough.   

b.  We can’t bring ourselves to do what we know He wants.   

 

6.  Or maybe our problem is with others:  we don’t love them enough.   

a.  Maybe we care about them somewhat; try to help them when we can.   

b.  But we don’t love them enough to risk their ridicule or rejection.   

 

7.  There are other reasons, but do any of these hit the mark?   

 

B.  How can we overcome these obstacles and reach others before they perish?   

1.  We need to gain the heart of a Paul:  “I have become all things to all men, so that I may 

by all means save some” (1 Cor. 9:22).   

a.  He was willing to do whatever he could – within certain bounds – that he might save 

some.  Why?   

(i)  He was convinced what God said about hell is true.   

(ii)  He knew everyone who wasn’t soundly converted was in terrible danger.   

(iii)  He believed the Gospel was the power of God to salvation.     
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(iv)  He was willing to risk losing friendship to save his friends from everlasting and 

eternal torment.   

(v)  He wasn’t willing to risk dishonoring the God he loved and His Son, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who loved him and saved him.   

(vi)  And he really did love his neighbor as himself.   

(a)  He didn’t want to perish in hell, if there was salvation to be had in Christ.   

(b)  He didn’t want others to perish either, both Jews and Gentiles.   

 

b.  How can we have the heart of Paul?   

(i)  How can we have a stronger conviction that the Bible is true?  That there is a 

heaven to gain and a hell to avoid?   

(ii)  How can we be convinced those we know are in real danger?   

(iii)  How can we have confidence the Lord will use His Gospel to save others?   

(iv)  How can we be willing to risk friendship for the sake of others?   

(v)  How can we love God and our neighbor more than we do?   

(vi)  How can we have the heart of Christ?   

 

2.  Application:  This is what we must do:   

a.  We must look to Christ, if we’ve never trusted Him.   

(i)  We can’t have His heart apart from His grace.   

(ii)  We must ask Him to effect this change.   

 

b.  If we have trusted Him, we must use the means of grace:   

(i)  We must pray, asking for strength for ourselves and grace for others.   

(ii)  We must wash ourselves with the Word – personal reading, preaching.   

(iii)  We must partake of the sacrament.   

(iv)  We must encourage one another in true Christian fellowship.   

(v)  We must be filled with the Spirit, sanctified by Him.   

(vi)  We must focus our eyes on Christ to be like Him.   

 

c.  We must put our sins to death.   

(i)  Avoid the things that lead you to sin.   

(ii)  Cultivate obedience.   

(iii)  Cut off the sin that hinders the Spirit’s work.   

 

d.  The more He indwells us and fills us:   

(i)  The more we will love the Lord and our neighbor.   

(ii)  The more real the things of the Lord will be.   

(iii)  The more real our neighbors’ danger will appear.   

(iv)  The more confidence we will have in the Gospel.   

(v)  The more we will be willing to risk for Christ.   

 

e.  In closing, let me encourage you to do two things to promote these things:   

(i)  Attend one of the bi-weekly Bible Studies this upcoming Wednesday.   

(ii)  Consider inviting someone to church or to the Reformation Series.   

(iii)  The Lord help us to reach others before it’s too late.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


