
“That I May Know Him” 
(Philippians 3:7-16) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  Last week, we saw how the blessings of Christ become ours:  it is through faith, but 
this faith comes through the Holy Spirit.   

2.  We call this the effectual call of the Spirit.   
a.  He makes the Gospel effective by plugging us into Christ.  
b.  By changing our hearts to see His glory.   
c.  By moving us to embrace and trust Him as our all in all.   

 
B.  This week, let’s consider the blessings that are ours in Christ.   

1.  Our Shorter Catechism names three:  Justification, adoption, and sanctification.   
2.  This evening, we’ll look at justification.   

a.  What justification is.   
b.  How it makes us view the things past.   
c.  How it makes us see the things present.   
d.  How it moves us to press forward.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, “justification is an act of God's free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and 
accepteth us as righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, 
and received by faith alone” (Q. 33).   
1.  First, it is a one-time act, not a process.   

a.  It is a declaration of what is true, not something that becomes true over time.   
b.  It’s the same with adoption:  you are adopted once into the family of God.   
c.  Sanctification, however, is a process.   
 

2.  It is an act of God’s free grace.   
a.  It is not something earned.   
b.  But something He freely gives, because of what Christ has done.   
 

3.  It is the pardoning of all our sins.   
a.  Not just some, but all.   
b.  Not just past, or present, but also future.   
c.  We must confess our sins, but that is the mark that we are justified and forgiven, 

not the condition of forgiveness.   
 

4.  It is God’s accepting us as righteous in His sight, only for the righteousness of Christ 
imputed to us.   
a.  Our righteousness is filthy rags.  Our works would never be good enough.   
b.  But Christ’s is perfect.   
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5.  This is imputed/credited/paid to our account when we believe.   
a.  Justification is by faith alone, that it might be by grace alone.   
b.  It is from first to last the work of God through Christ.   

 
B.  Paul tells us some of the things justification teaches us:  First, it teaches us to consider 

things past as useless.   
1.  “But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the 

sake of Christ” (v. 7).   
a.  Whatever we were relying on to make us right with God, we see as worthless.   
b.  Paul’s example vv. 4-6.   
c.  Whatever we thought we had or did that made us acceptable to God, we must put 

aside forever:  good works, religious acts or ceremonies, money given, prayers 
offered, supposed self-goodness.   

 
2.  “More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ” (v. 8).   
a.  Paul gave all those things up:  his external sign of circumcision, his pedigree, his 

zeal for the Law, his zeal to promote his religion, his own righteousness.   
b.  Christ tells us we must lay aside anything we would rest on, besides Him:  our 

baptism, our nationality, our personal zeal for religion, our own righteousness.   
 
C.  Second, justification by faith in Christ teaches us to find Him to be our all in all.   

1.  “And may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the 
Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from 
God on the basis of faith” (v. 9).   
a.  Laying aside everything else to recommend us to God, we must look to Christ.   
b.  In Him are all the riches of godliness and truth.   
c.  In Him is the only righteousness acceptable to God.   
d.  What we have done doesn’t make any difference, except for one thing:  that we 

are trusting in Him and His righteousness.   
e.  The Lord gives Christ’s perfect record of obedience to whoever will believe.   

 
2.  But faith looks to Christ for more than righteousness and acceptance:  “That I may 

know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the 
dead” (vv. 10-11).   
a.  The change of the Spirit moves us to want to know Christ:  He is our first love, 

the One who captures our hearts.   
b.  It moves us to want to experience His power in our lives:  to overcome sin, to live 

a holy life, to live an obedient life.   
c.  It moves us to want to participate in the treatment He experienced for us:  Christ 

suffered for the glory of the Father, we should be willing to suffer for the glory of 
the Father and Son, not because we want to suffer, but because we want to live for 
Him, and all who live godly will suffer persecution (2 Tim. 3:12).   
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d.  That we might conform to His death, not in being crucified literally as He was, 
but in dying to sin and living in newness of life (Rom. 6:4).   

e.  So that we might attain to the resurrection of dead.   
 

3.  Faith teaches us to leave our own righteousness behind, to look to Christ now for our 
acceptance with God, and to strive to be like Him.   

 
D.  Third, justification by faith in Christ teaches us to keep pressing forward in the 

Christian life.   
1.  Paul did not rest on his laurels.  He did not consider faith as the end, but the 

beginning of his Christian life.   
2.  He kept pressing forward, “Not that I have already obtained it, or have already 

become perfect, but I press on in order that I may lay hold of that for which also I 
was laid hold of by Christ Jesus” (v. 12).   
a.  The condition of his obtaining is pressing forward.   
b.  The one who comes to Christ and then stops moving forward or goes back, has 

not truly come to Christ.   
c.  There must be growth in sanctification, in obedience – just as anything else living 

must grow and change, so those who have spiritual life will grow and change into 
the likeness of Christ.   

 
3.  And so we must leave the old life behind and press ahead, “Brethren, I do not regard 

myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (vv. 13-14).   
a.  Faith keeps looking forward.   
b.  It keeps its eyes on Christ.   
c.  It keeps its eyes on the goal ahead.   
d.  Christ has called us to persevere in faith, in holiness, in obedience, in order to 

make it to heaven.   
e.  And so let’s set our eyes on Him and the finish line.   
f.  In Him the race has been run and won.   
g.  Through faith in Him is the power to win.    
 

4.  Forget what’s behind – your own righteousness – look to Christ and His 
righteousness for your acceptance with God, fix your eyes on the finish line and 
persevere until you make it to the end.   
 

5.  Finally, don’t think there’s any other way.   
a.  “Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you 

have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; however, let us keep 
living by that same standard to which we have attained” (vv. 15-16).   

b.  If you see it differently, God will show you.   
c.  Don’t drop back.  The Christian life is a race to Christ-likeness.  Through faith in 

Him you will make it.  Amen.   


