
“Take Courage:  The Lord Is with You” 
(Acts 23:11-35)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  The book of Acts reminds us that Christians have many enemies.   
a.  Satan is against us, since he is against God, His Christ, His Spirit and 

everything that has to do with them.   
b.  His demons are against us, since they share his nature and are at his disposal.   
c.  And the people of this world are against us, since they are under his power as 

well – not to mention their own sin nature.   
d.  It’s no wonder then that as Christians, we have many enemies to face and a 

great deal of hatred.   
e.  It’s enough to paralyze anyone with fear, especially when coupled with the 

tendency of our own hearts to be afraid because of a lack of faith, fueled by 
our indwelling sin:  it’s no wonder we have difficulty getting the Gospel out.   

 
2.  Thankfully, though there are many against us, the One who is for us is greater:   

the Lord Jesus Christ.   
a.  Through His work, He disarmed the prince of darkness, overcame all his evil 

hosts and the world.   
b.  Even when He allows them to touch us, it’s always for His glory and our 

good.   
c.  But nothing can hurt us, nothing can even touch us, unless it is His will.   
d.  He is the One who protects us.   
 

3.  Last week, we considered how the Lord protected Paul in three difficult 
situations:   
a.  The Jewish mob wanted to kill Paul because of the implications of his 

testimony, but the Lord protected him through the Roman commander.   
b.  The Roman commander wanted to torture Paul to find out why the Jews 

wanted to kill him, but the Lord protected him through his Roman 
citizenship.   

c.  The Jewish Council wanted to put Paul to death without giving him an 
opportunity to defend himself, but the Lord divided the Council through 
Paul’s words and preserved his life.   

d.  In each case, His protection didn’t mean that Paul wouldn’t suffer.  But in 
each case, the Lord protected Paul.   

e.  Jesus never promised that things would be easy for us; but He did say He 
would be with us to allow us to continue the work He has called us to do.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Now, we see another clear example of the Lord’s faithfulness in preserving Paul 
according to His promise.   
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a.  Jesus told Paul that as he has testified in Jerusalem, so he must also in Rome.   
b.  The implication of this is that nothing the Jews would plan against him would 

succeed – Jesus would make sure of this.   
c.  The Jews – not knowing this (and of course, they wouldn’t have believed it if 

they had) – formed a plot against Paul to kill him before he could be brought 
to the Council.   

d.  But the Lord thwarted their plan and brought Paul safely to Caesarea – one 
step closer to Rome.   

 
2.  This morning, let’s consider again the gracious promise of protection the Lord 

has given us.  We’ll see two things:   
a.  First, the gracious promise our Lord gave to Paul.   
b.  Second, how the Lord overthrew the Jews’ plot to kill Paul.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the promise – as Paul has testified in Jerusalem, he will also do so in Rome:  
the Lord would be with him to allow him to complete this work.  “But on the night 
immediately following, the Lord stood at his side and said, ‘Take courage; for as 
you have solemnly witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, so you must witness at 
Rome also’” (v. 11).   
1.  The Lord stood by his side to encourage him.   

a.  Jesus told His disciples that He would be with them to the end of the age 
(Matt. 28:20), that He had prepared a place for them in heaven, that He would 
come and receive them again (John 14:3), that He would not leave them as 
orphans in the world (v. 18).   

b.  Jesus now stands by Paul to enforce this gracious promise.   
(i)  He tells him not to be afraid, but courageous.   
(ii)  He even tells him why, by giving him a glimpse into the future:  just as 

he testified in Jerusalem, so he would do at Rome.   
(iii)  If Paul knew he was going to live to see Rome, he also knew the Jews 

weren’t going to succeed in any of their plans to do away with him.   
(iv)  The Gospel would be preached to the whole world (or whole Roman 

Empire), as Jesus said (including Rome), before the end would come (the 
end of the Old Covenant economy; Matt. 24:14), and the kingdom would 
be given to a nation producing its fruits (the New Covenant Church 
composed of both Jews and Gentiles; Matt. 21:43); and to this end, Jesus 
pledged that He would preserve Paul’s life so that he could bring the 
Gospel to Rome.   

 
2.  When the Lord makes a promise, He never breaks it; when He plans to do 

something, nothing can stop Him.   
a.  We need to remember that in Christ Jesus, all the promises of God are yes 

and amen (2 Cor. 1:20).   
b.  He will do just what He said He would in every case, in every situation.   
c.  If we could just remember this, believe it and act on it, we could do a great 

deal more with a great deal less fear and anxiety.   
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d.  Faith believes the promises and holds fast to them; fear is a lack of faith.   
e.  We must trust the Lord to do what He promised, we must believe that He will 

work for us as we work for Him, otherwise, we won’t accomplish much.   
 
B.  Second, we see the faithfulness of the Lord to that promise:  the Jews now set their 

sights on killing Paul, but the Lord does not allow them do not succeed.   
1.  Forty Jews conspired against Paul (vv. 12-15).   

a.  They took an oath – which is a very serious act (if we swear an oath, we had 
better be prepared to fulfill it; however, if we swear to do something wicked, 
we had better make sure we break that oath) – not to eat or drink until they 
had killed Paul.   

b.  After they bound themselves by this oath, they revealed their intention to the 
Jewish Council.   

c.  They asked the Council to request that the commander bring Paul down 
under false pretenses.  On their part, they would be ready to kill him before 
he arrived, which would include, of course, killing any Roman soldiers that 
stood in the way – an act they wouldn’t regret.   

d.  Apparently, the Council agreed.   
 

2.  But here’s where we see the Lord’s Providential help:   
a.  Paul’s nephew just “happened” to overhear the plan and came and told Paul 

(v. 16).   
b.  Paul didn’t attempt to tell the commander himself, (second hand information 

might be less believable), but called a centurion and asked him to take his 
nephew to the commander (v. 17).   

c.  The centurion did as he was requested, and Paul’s nephew warned the 
commander about the Jew’s plot (vv. 18-21).   

d.  Immediately the commander took steps to protect Paul (after all, Paul was a 
Roman citizen).   
(i)  He cautioned Paul’s nephew not to let anyone know:  as long as they 

believed their plan was going to work, they wouldn’t formulate a new one, 
one the commander wouldn’t be aware of (v. 22) – a very shrewd 
maneuver on his part    

(ii)  He then ordered an armed escort ready by the third hour of the night 
(about 9:00 p.m.), to take Paul to Caesarea (the capital of the Roman 
Province of Judea, the seat of the governor, in this case Felix; vv. 23-24).   

(iii)   He also drafted a letter to explain Paul’s situation and why he was 
sending Paul to him.   
(a)  One thing to note about the letter is the way he explained the matter to 

keep himself out of trouble (vv. 25-26).   
(b)  He correctly stated the fact that Paul was arrested by the Jews and 

they were about to kill him.   
(c)  But he left out the part where he had Paul restrained and was about to 

torture him until they learned he was a Roman citizen – that part could 
possibly have cost him his commission.   
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(d)  Instead, the commander implied that he rescued Paul when he learned 
he was a Roman, something that would appear very commendable in 
the governor’s eyes.   
(1)  Sometimes we tend to twist the truth according to our audience to 

make our actions appear to be more virtuous than they are.  We need 
to guard against this, since it is a form of deception.   

(2)  Notice too that Paul never contradicted his story:  if he knew its 
contents he wasn’t interested in getting the commander into trouble.   

(3)  Solomon wrote, “A man’s discretion makes him slow to anger, and 
it is his glory to overlook a transgression” (Prov. 19:11).   

(4)  It is better to overlook wrongs done to us than to insist that each 
one be exposed and punished.   

 
(e)  The commander finished the letter by stating when he found that Paul 

was guilty of nothing more than disagreeing with the Jews and had not 
done anything deserving death or imprisonment, and when he had 
learned of their plot against his life, he sent Paul to him, also instructing 
his accusers to bring their charges against him there (vv. 28-29).   

 
(v)  Finally, we see the commander’s plan worked (vv. 31-35).   

(a)  The soldiers first took him to Antipatris (about half-way to Caesarea).   
(b)  They then returned to Jerusalem – probably to be there when the Jews 

discovered that Paul was gone – while the horsemen took Paul the rest 
of the way and presented him to Felix.   

(c)  When Felix received Paul and realized he was from Cilicia – i.e., that 
he was a Roman citizen – he decided to give him a hearing before his 
accusers, but this time under the protection of Rome, keeping him in 
Herod’s Praetorium, or headquarters of the praetorian guard, until his 
accusers arrived.   

(d)  The Lord had again preserved Paul’s life, according to His promise.   
 

3.  Sometimes we fail to appreciate the fact that the Lord has promised to protect us 
as well.   
a.  Jesus said He will be with us as we do His work, whatever it is He has called 

us to do.   
b.  As we serve Him, there is nothing that can touch us unless it is a part of His 

sovereign will.   
c.  And even if the Lord should ordain that we go through difficult times or that 

our life should be taken from us, as Paul’s was eventually, it will be for our 
good.   

d.  This should help us not to be afraid:  when we take a stand for the Lord, He 
will be with us, as He promised.   

e.  The Lord Supper reminds us of the same thing – that the Lord is with us.   
f.  Let’s prepare to meet the Lord at His table and again ask Him for the faith we 

need to apply His promises to our lives.  Amen.   


