
“Stewards of the Lord’s Vineyard” 

(Mark 12:1-12) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation:  Last time, saw when not share truth.   

1.  Leaders of Temple challenged Jesus:  

a.  By what authority do these things?   

b.  Jesus didn’t tell because what would do with it.   

 

2.  There are times when don’t give others truth,  

a.  When it’s casting pearl before swine.   

(i)  When they’re obviously going to reject  

(ii)  Dishonor the Lord  

(iii)  And injure you.   

 

b.  In most cases are to share; but some where it’s right not to.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Just because He didn’t answer question  

a.  Didn’t mean had nothing to say.   

b.  Now tells them parable.   

(i)  Parables meant to conceal knowledge, as saw last time.   

(ii)  An act of judgment.   

(iii)  In this case at least partly clear  

(iv)  That He’s forewarning judgment against them.   

 

2.  This morning, let’s consider two things:   

a.  What Jesus was saying to them.   

b.  And what He is saying to you.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what was Jesus saying to them?  Was taking kingdom away.   

1.  The man who planted the vineyard is the Father.   

a.  The vineyard itself is the kingdom of heaven.   

b.  The vine growers He rented it to were them.   

(i)  The Lord brought His people out of Egypt through Moses.   

(ii)  And planted them in Palestine through Joshua.   

(iii)  He gave them His land, His worship,  

(iv)  And His laws to govern their lives.   

 

c.  He wanted them to produce fruit.   

(i)  He wanted their worship and obedience.   

(a)  To be a light to the nations.   

(b)  To be a teacher of nations.   
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(c)  That nations might believe, worship, follow the Lord.   

 

(ii)  But they didn’t.   

(a)  They were disobedient,  

(b)  Became idolaters,  

(c)  Instead of being light, became darkness.   

 

d.  The Lord sent servants to receive produce.   

(i)  When things became bad  

(ii)  He would send His prophets  

(a)  To call to repentance  

(b)  In hopes would produce godly fruit.   

 

(iii)  But wouldn’t listen.   

(a)  They mistreated some.   

(b)  Some they killed.   

 

e.  Finally, He sent His Son  

(i)  The Lord Jesus Christ,  

(a)  The Greatest of Prophets.    

(b)  The One all the prophets pointed to.   

(c)  The One who image of Father.   

(d)  If respect any, would be Him.   

 

(ii)  When Jesus came,  

(a)  Land characterized by darkness.   

(b)  He was light shining in dark place (Matt. 4:16).   

(c)  They didn’t respect.   

 

(iii)  When saw Him, knew He was heir.   

(a)  Killed Him to take the vineyard.   

(1)  Crucified Him  

(2)  So Romans wouldn’t come and take away nation (John 11:48).   

 

(b)  This according to Father’s plan.   

(1)  Jesus said, the builders/leaders of Israel  

(2)  Would reject stone  

(3)  But Father would make Him chief cornerstone.   

 

(c)  But this didn’t excuse them.   

 

f.  So what would He do to them?   

(i)  He was going to destroy vine-growers  

(ii)  And give vineyard to others  

(iii)  That would produce fruit.   

(a)  The Lord would take kingdom from them –  
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(b)  By sending Rome against them in 70 AD –  

(c)  The very ones whose respect they sought –  

(d)  And give the kingdom to another people.   

 

(iv)  NB:  The kingdom no longer belongs to the Jews.   

(a)  The Lord clearly took it from them  

(b)  For murdering His Son –  

(c)  Not just leaders,  

(d)  But people who cried out for His blood.   

(e)  Jesus said blood of all righteous  

(f)  Would fall on that generation (Matt. 23:34-36).   

 

g.  The chief priests, scribes and elders  

(i)  Didn’t understand everything He was saying,  

(ii)  But did understand He spoke against them.   

(iii)  Wanted to seize Him  

(iv)  But didn’t because of the people  

 

2.  Why did this happen?  Why did they fail to bear fruit?   

a.  Because of nature of that covenant.   

(i)  God gave them His Law  

(ii)  Written on stone, not on heart.   

(iii)  It was meant to point them  

(iv)  To promised seed of Abraham  

(v)  That He might write it on their hearts –  

(vi)  That He might change them.   

 

b.  Some understood by God’s grace and received Him.  

(i)  But most didn’t.   

(ii)  As result, most never converted,  

(iii)  And remained enemies of God.   

 

c.  Most thought Law means to be right with God  

(i)  Instead of means to show them couldn’t apart from His grace.   

(ii)  As result, they fell under curse (Gal. 3:10).   

(a)  That’s why were in this situation.   

(b)  The author to Hebrews writes, “For if that first covenant had been 

faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a second.  For 

finding fault with them, He says, ‘BEHOLD, DAYS ARE COMING, 

SAYS THE LORD, WHEN I WILL EFFECT A NEW COVENANT 

WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF 

JUDAH; NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH 

THEIR FATHERS ON THE DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE 

HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; FOR 

THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND I DID 

NOT CARE FOR THEM, SAYS THE LORD’” (8:7-9).   
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(c)  Notice:   

(1)  God’s covenant was good.   

(2)  The problem wasn’t with it,  

(3)  But with them, “For finding fault with them . . .”   

 

d.  Since this covenant couldn’t make them good  

(i)  He said would make a New Covenant  

(ii)  One that would remedy the situation.   

(iii)  We’ll come back in a moment.   

 

e.  Because of this fault with them –  

(i)  Stony, unconverted hearts –  

(ii)  Lord taking kingdom away from them –  

(a)  Not all of them,  

(b)  But those who didn’t believe,  

(c)  Majority of them –  

 

(iii)  And was giving it to others.   

(iv)  God is finished with Israel – as a nation –  

(v)  And is now dealing with others.   

 

B.  Who are these others?  Brings us to second point:  What this says to you.  He 

wants you now to bear that fruit.   

1.  These others are the church –  

a.  You and me, and all who believe on Jesus.   

b.  Including Jews who believed.   

(i)  Have been and are Jews who received Messiah,  

(a)  That didn’t lose kingdom.   

(b)  As Paul writes to Romans, “What then?  What Israel is seeking, it has 

not obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were 

hardened” (11:7).   

 

(ii)  It was only those branches that didn’t believe  

(a)  That were broken out of the Olive Tree (v. 17).   

(b)  Does that mean without hope?  No.   

(1)  If they don’t continue in unbelief,  

(2)  Lord will graft them back into tree (v. 23).   

(3)  Has turned to Gentiles  

(4)  To provoke to jealousy  

(5)  So will receive Jesus and the promised blessings.   

(6)  But He’s not going  

(7)  To deal with them again as nation.   

(8)  That is not their hope –  

(9)  Trusting in Jesus is their only hope.   

 

c.  But again point is:   
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(i)  Kingdom is now given to you.   

(ii)  With rights, privileges and obligations:   

(a)  Has given you His worship – wants you to glorify Him –  

(b)  His Law – wants you to obey Him –  

(c)  His commission – wants you to take Gospel to all nations.   

(d)  You are light of the world! (Matt. 5:14-16)   

(1)  Are to shine so that God glorified  

(2)  And His people repent and believe.   

 

2.  How can you do this when they failed?   

a.  Because of nature of New Covenant.   

(i)  Author to Hebrews continues, “I WILL EFFECT A NEW COVENANT 

WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF 

JUDAH; NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH THEIR 

FATHERS . . . FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE 

WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE 

LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND I WILL 

WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS.  AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, 

AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.  AND THEY SHALL NOT 

TEACH EVERYONE HIS FELLOW CITIZEN, AND EVERYONE HIS 

BROTHER, SAYING, “KNOW THE LORD,” FOR ALL WILL KNOW 

ME, FROM THE LEAST TO THE GREATEST OF THEM.  FOR I 

WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR INIQUITIES, AND I WILL 

REMEMBER THEIR SINS NO MORE” (8:8-12).   

(ii)  They had Law on stone.  

(a)  But God has written on your heart!   

(b)  He’s given new nature,  

(c)  So will obey.   

(d)  He is changing you from inside out,  

(e)  So will worship,  

(f)  So His commission will be complete.   

 

b.  But as we’ve seen  

(i)  Doesn’t happen automatically.   

(ii)  There’s something you must do.   

(a)  Must seek to be filled with Spirit.   

(b)  Must cut off sinful influence that quenches Spirit,  

(c)  Must use means that strengthen.   

(d)  Must walk in power of Spirit  

(e)  If able to bear fruit He wants  

(f)  If you are to do work He commands.   

 

c.  So I encourage you again,  

(i)  Do what Lord commands:   

(ii)  Stop devoting self to things don’t profit, don’t build up.   

(iii)  Devote yourself to Lord,  
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(a)  His service, His worship,  

(b)  His means of grace  

(c)  And bear fruit He wants.   

 

d.  Just a word to those who haven’t trusted:   

(i)  You’re in same situation as natural Jew –  

(a)  Spiritually dead, unable to bear fruit,  

(b)  But with many privileges  

(c)  That will leave more accountable.   

(d)  What think Lord do if don’t repent and trust?   

 

(ii)  Death comes unexpectedly.   

(a)  No guarantee of tomorrow.   

(b)  Could be driving/walking down street.   

(c)  Something could go wrong with body.   

(d)  Don’t know what tomorrow brings.   

 

(iii)  If be part of kingdom, need to repent and believe.   

(a)  Lord won’t accept because nice or good.   

(1)  Because attended church,  

(2)  Because parents believers,  

(3)  Because heard truth.   

 

(b)  Must act on it:   

(1)  Must trust!   

(2)  Must repent!   

(3)  Must serve!   

(4)  Must bear fruit for Lord!   

(5)  Or will end in same way as Jews.   

 

(c)  If haven’t trusted,  

(1)  Do so now.   

(2)  And begin to bear fruit  

(3)  That might receive reward.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


