
“Stephen’s Defense, Part 5” 
(Acts 7:37-50)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Stephen was accused of dishonoring Moses and blaspheming God:   
a.  These are serious charges.   

(i)  The penalty for blasphemy is death.   
(ii)  If found guilty, that’s certainly what they would enact (wanting to 

quench the movement by striking fear in their hearts).   
 

b.  So you can see Stephen’s interest in proving his innocence.   
(i)  Those who have the heart of a martyr aren’t afraid to die, but they don’t 

look for death.   
(ii)  Stephen wanted to clear his name and save his life if possible.   
(iii)  But he wasn’t willing to compromise the Gospel to do it.   
(iv)  And so he stood his ground.   
 

2.  But in defending himself, we see him turning the charges around.   
a.  He wasn’t guilty of dishonoring Moses and God.   
b.  They were:   

(i)  Their fathers rejected not only one deliverer, but two:   
(a)  Joseph once.   
(b)  And Moses twice.   
 

(ii)  And they were just like their fathers.   
(a)  They rejected Jesus once and handed Him over to the Romans for 

crucifixion.   
(b)  And now they were rejecting Him again, after He was raised and 

offered to them the second time.   
(c)  Is it any wonder that God was going to charge that generation with the 

guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth (Matt. 23:34-35)?   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we see Stephen make three final indictments against them.   
a.  He charges the fathers with a second rejection of Moses.   
b.  He charges them with idolatry.   
c.  And he charges these leaders with idolatry by exalting the Temple and the 

Ceremonial Law above the Lord’s Messiah.   
 

2.  In all this, Stephen continues to maintain that Jesus is the One Moses was 
pointing to, the one who has fulfilled all these things and done away with them, 
and if they are to be saved, they must let go of Moses and the Ceremonial Law 
and cling to Christ.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s consider first that their fathers rejected Moses a second time.   
1.  First, he points out again the connection between Moses and Christ.   

a.  Moses was a type of Christ, as we saw this morning:   
(i)  In the fact that he was called to deliver Israel out of bondage.   
(ii)  That he was to be her lawgiver and judge.   
(iii)  There are so many parallels in their lives.   
 

b.  But Moses also spoke of Jesus:  “This is the Moses who said to the sons of 
Israel, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brethren’” (v. 
37).   
(i)  Moses was not only referring to the prophets God would raise up from the 

children of Israel.   
(ii)  He was also speaking of the One he and all the prophets pointed to:  the 

Lord Jesus.   
(iii)  One of the greatest honors God gave to Moses was to prophecy about 

Jesus, to draw their attention to Him, to invite them to trust in Him 
through the Moral and Ceremonial Law (both showing them their need of 
Christ).   

(iv)  When Stephen said that Jesus would change the customs handed down 
(the Ceremonial Law), he was doing Moses the greatest honor by saying 
that this prophecy came true.   

(v)  Jesus told the Jews, “Do not think that I will accuse you before the 
Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your 
hope.  For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote 
about Me.  But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe 
My words?” (John 5:45-47).   

(vi)  Jesus was the prophet Moses spoke of, but they didn’t listen to Him, 
which means they rejected the Word of God through Moses.   

(vii)  Jesus was prophet who was like Moses – a ruler, deliverer, judge, 
lawgiver – One who would have the authority to change the customs and 
bring a better hope – the mediator of a better covenant.   

(viii)  Stephen charges them to repent, to listen to Him, receive His 
commands, admit the changes He made, submit to Him in everything:  
otherwise they are the ones dishonoring Moses.    

 
c.  Moses was also a type of Christ in the service he offered to Israel after he 

delivered them from Egypt.   
(i)  He was with the church in the wilderness (v. 38).   

(a)  He ruled over it for forty years.   
(b)  He interceded for it many times, so that it wouldn’t be destroyed.   
(c)  Christ did the same for His church while here, and now that He has 

ascended:  ruling and interceding.   
 

(ii)  And Moses received God’s Word and gave it to the people:   



3 

(a)  The Ten Commandments, the Ceremonial Law, instructions for the 
tabernacle, separation and civil laws.   

(b)  They were spiritual words that showed the way to life.   
(c)  This was a tremendous privilege given to the Jews and it was given 

through Moses.   
(d)  But again, the Law didn’t come from Moses but through him.   
(e)  Jesus is the One who gave them, and because He did, He can also 

change them, and that is what He did.   
 

d.  And Christ/the Angel of the Covenant was with him.   
(i)  He spoke to him on Mount Sinai, in the burning bush.   
(ii)  He was with him for those two forty day periods receiving God’s Law.   
(iii)  He guided Moses and the fathers.   
(iv)  Moses was not the Son of God, but the Son of God was with him, 

speaking with him.   
(v)  They not only had a picture of Christ in Moses, they had Christ, in His 

preincarnate state.   
 

2.  Moses was a type/picture of Christ; Christ was with them; and in rejecting 
Moses, they were rejecting Christ:  “Our fathers were unwilling to be obedient 
to him, but repudiated him and in their hearts turned back to Egypt” (v. 39).   
a.  We might think it strange they didn’t charge their own fathers with the crime 

they charged Stephen with, but that’s what sin does:   
(i)  It covers over your own faults and accentuates the faults of others.   
(ii)  Their fathers refused to submit to Moses, they rejected him and turned 

back to Egypt.   
(iii)  Why?  For purely fleshly reasons:  they didn’t like Manna, they wanted 

garlic and onions.   
(iv)  In rejecting Moses, they were rejecting Christ, in desiring Egypt, they 

were rejecting the Promised Land – heaven.   
 

b.  So many pretend to be heading towards Canaan when they really want Egypt.   
(i)  The same was true of Lot’s wife:  she headed out of Sodom but had 

Sodom in her heart.   
(ii)  We need to make sure that we are Christians through and through, on the 

inside and not merely on the outside.   
(iii)  The Law, the customs can’t make this change, only Jesus can.   

 
B.  Second, the fathers rejected God and turned to idols.    

1.  They made the golden calf – as a substitute for God – and appoint Aaron – as a 
substitute for Moses:   
a.  “God brought us out of Egypt, but the golden calf can lead us on.”   
b.  They offered sacrifices to it, and rejoiced in the work of their hands, rather 

than God’s.   
(i)  Again, the Law could not perfect them – they needed Christ.   
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(ii)  Even now the Jews had replaced God with an idol of their making:  the 
Law and the Temple.   

(iii)  By rejecting the Son, they were rejecting the true God.   
(iv)  They needed something more than the Law through Moses, they needed 

Christ.   
(v)  Was Stephen blaspheming Moses by saying that Christ had done all that 

Moses said He would and has brought in the true way of salvation?   
 

2.  Stephen goes on to indict their fathers with further idolatry.   
a.  As punishment for the golden calf, God gave them over to idolatry.   

(i)  The worst punishment God can give is to hand us over to the sin we want:  
giving us over to a reprobate mind.   

(ii)  After the calf, it was Baal-peor (Num. 25:1-3).   
(iii)  Then “God turned away and delivered them up to serve the host of 

heaven; as it is written in the book of the prophets, ‘It was not to Me that 
you offered victims and sacrifices forty years in the wilderness, was it, O 
house of Israel?’” (vv. 42).   
(a)  He cautioned them again and again, gave them reasons not to commit 

this sin, but they wouldn’t turn away.   
(b)  And so He gave them up to it, to the lusts of their hearts, withdrawing 

His grace, letting them walk according to their own counsels (Deut. 
4:19; Jer. 8:2).   

 
(iv)  This was the generation that came out of Egypt, that rebelled at the 

entrance to the Promised Land, that was condemned for wander for forty 
years, that was destroyed in the wilderness.   

 
b.  Their children continued their idolatry when they entered Canaan:  “You also 

took along the tabernacle of Moloch and the star of the god Rompha, the 
images which you made to worship.  I also will remove you beyond 
Babylon” (v. 43).   
(i)  Moloch was the idol of the Ammonites, the one to whom they sacrificed 

their children.   
(ii)  God allowed them to do this:  He didn’t stop them.   
(iii)  They also worshipped the star of Rompha – the moon or Saturn (its 

name in Syriac and Persian) or the whole host of heaven – while  Moloch 
was the sun god.   

(iv)  Solomon set up a high place for Molech in his days (1 Kings 11:7) and 
he was worshipped until the days of Josiah (2 Kings 23:13), just before the 
captivity.   

(v)  This was the reason God brought all the hardship on them, and why He 
threatened and brought about the captivity.   

(vi)  This is also why God threatened and completed the destruction of the 
Temple.   
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(vi)  It shouldn’t seem strange then that the Lord would now be threatening 
the removal of the Temple and the Jews from the land again for their 
rejection of Messiah in favor of the Temple and Ceremonial system.   

 
C.  Finally, Stephen tells them they need to let go of the Temple and the Ceremonial 

Law, of Moses, and move to Christ, by showing them that God never intended to 
live in a house made by human hands:  but in the hearts of those who know and 
love Him.   
1.  Here he answers their charge that he spoke blasphemous words against that 

Holy Place (vv. 44-50).   
a.  Stephen said Jesus would destroy this holy place.   
b.  He answers, “What if I did?  God is not bound to this place, if it is destroyed, 

He is not changed.”   
 

2.  He then gives arguments for this:   
a.   It wasn’t until the Jews were in the wilderness that the Lord gave them a 

fixed place of worship:  the tabernacle (v. 44).   
(i)  The patriarchs worshipped God for many years at an altar, made with 

stones not cut with hands.   
(ii)  If he was worshipped without a holy place in the purest time of the OT 

church, He may be so worshipped when the Temple has been removed.   
 

b.  The tabernacle itself was only meant to be temporary – it was not designed to 
last forever.   
(i)  Even a Temple made of stones is not permanent.   
(ii)  The tabernacle was replaced with the Temple, and the material Temple 

must now be replaced by a spiritual one.   
(iii)  And one day the spiritual will be changed from a temporal to an eternal 

state.   
 

c.  The tabernacle was patterned after what the Lord showed Moses on the 
Mount, which means it pointed to the good things that were coming (v. 44).   
(i)  It was patterned after the heavenly tabernacle.   
(ii)  That being the case, it should be no crime to say that this one made with 

hands should be destroyed and another take its place made without hands 
– which was the very crime Jesus was convicted of (Mark. 14:58).   

 
d.  The tabernacle was pitched in the wilderness, not the Promised Land (v. 45).   

(i)  It was brought in with Joshua and used until David.   
(ii)  Even then it was set up in a land that had long been used and desecrated 

by the Gentiles (the dispossessed nations).   
(iii)  Why can’t God set up His spiritual temple among those countries now in 

the possession of the Gentiles.   
(iv)  It’s interesting that Joshua’s name in Greek is Jesus.  Joshua may have 

been a type of Jesus bringing the tabernacle of the Lord into the lands of 
Gentiles or land formerly in rebellion against the Lord.   
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e.  The tabernacle continued to the days of David, about four hundred years, 

before there was any thought of building a Temple (v. 45).   
f.  God was in no hurry to have the Temple built, or any such holy place (vv. 46-

47).   
(i)  He wouldn’t let David build it (2 Sam. 7:7).  But He let Solomon do it.   
(ii)  In the meantime, David enjoyed fellowship with God in public worship, 

as we read in the psalms.   
 

g.  Even when Solomon built the Temple, he said that God does not dwell in 
temples made with hands, He has no need of them, cannot be benefited by 
them, cannot be confined to them (vv. 48-50).   
(i)  Gods made with hands needed temples made with hands to make them 

believable, but God does not.   
(ii)  The heaven is His throne and the earth is His footstool.  He made all 

these things.  What place could be built for Him?   
(iii)  His works show all men that they are without excuse for worshiping 

another god.   
(iv)  This is His temple (Isa. 6:3) in which He reveals His glory (Hab. 3:3).  

And eventually all the ends of the earth shall fear Him (Ps. 67:7).   
(v)  It should be no wonder then that Jesus should destroy this Temple and set 

up another into which all the nations shall come.   
(vi)  The Lord will reject the unbelieving Jews and welcome the Gentiles who 

are repenting and turning to Christ.   
(vii)  We have the honor of being a part of His spiritual Temple through faith 

in Jesus.  Let’s remember then to offer to God the sacrifice that is His due.   
(viii)  Next Lord’s Day evening, Stephen will nail down the charges he has 

made against the Jews and become the first Christian martyr.  Amen.   


