
“Stephen’s Defense, Part 4” 
(Acts 7:30-36)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Stephen has been defending himself against the false charges made by the Jews:   
a.  They charged him with blasphemy against Moses and God.   

(i)  Stephen said Jesus would destroy the Temple.   
(ii)  And alter the customs handed down by Moses:  the Ceremonial Law.   

 
b.  But all Stephen had done was to point out the implications of the Gospel:   

(i)  When Christ came and completed His work, the Temple and its service were 
fulfilled.   

(ii)  His coming did away with the whole sacrificial system.   
(iii)  He was coming again to put an end to the Temple and to sweep His people from 

off the land for their rejection of Him.   
(iv)  Stephen was trying to get them to understand, so they might turn away from the 

shadows to Jesus and be saved.   
(v)  But his audience had a hard heart:   

(a)  Even if our arguments are true and sound, they won’t convince unless their 
heart is disposed to be convinced.  (Only God by His Spirit can do this).   

(b)  We’ll see that in God’s Providence/plan, these weren’t.   
 

c.  He has already pointed out several things:   
(i)  The origin of the Jews:  the Lord had taken Abraham from idolatry.  They were 

nothing special, apart from God’s gracious choice of them.   
(ii)  The delay of the promise to Abraham and his seed:   

(a)  They didn’t receive the land right away.   
(b)  Abraham died without inheriting any of it.   
(c)  The famine in Canaan took them into Egypt and out of the land for about four 

hundred years.   
(d)  Even when they left Egypt, they would wander for another forty years 

because of their lack of faith and disobedience before entering the land.   
(e)  All this was to show that the land was not essential to their salvation, the 

promise was:   
(1)  The promise of God to Abraham to give him the land.   
(2)  The promise to multiply his offspring.   
(3)  And the promise that through his seed, all the nations would be blessed.   
(4)  The patriarchs saw these blessings by faith, trusted in the One who was 

revealed through them, and entered into the Promised Land, that which the 
land of Canaan pointed to.   

 
(iii)  But Stephen also pointed out that it was not without difficulty that they saw 

these things:   
(a)  At first they rejected the deliverer the Lord raised up:  Joseph.   
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(b)  But later, when they saw the plan of God through this, and their own sins, 
they repented and believed God.   

(c)  This is what Stephen was hoping would happen here.   
(d)  This is what we also hope for our loved ones still lost and without Christ.   

 
2.  Last week, Stephen began focusing more specifically on the charges they made related 

to Moses.   
a.  That he wasn’t dishonoring Moses:  he spoke in the truest and most honoring way 

about him:   
(i)  God sent this savior into the peak of Egypt’s persecution:  their infants were 

being killed.   
(ii)  He endowed Moses with grace from the beginning:  lovely in the sight of God.   
(iii)  He preserved his life and raised him in the house of Pharaoh.   
(iv)  He even sent Moses to His people to deliver them when he was forty years of 

age.   
 

b.  But their fathers dishonored him by disowning and rejecting him.   
(i)  Moses had to flee to Midian for his life.   
(ii)  He didn’t return until forty years later.   
(iii)  They were just like their fathers, rejecting the Lord’s Messiah, the One God 

raised up to deliver them.   
(iv)  They were the ones needing to repent and turn to Jesus Christ.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, Stephen turns to this second part of Moses’ life to show us the same 
things again:   
a.  After the forty years had passed, the Angel of the Lord appeared to Moses in the 

burning bush and called him to go back to Egypt to deliver His people.   
b.  And Moses went and fulfilled God’s purpose in him.   
c.  But the people again rejected him and turned from God.   
d.  Through this, we see something of a pattern emerging:   

(i)  The patriarchs rejected Joseph and thought they had gotten rid of him:  but the 
Lord raised him up to deliver them anyway.   

(ii)  The Jews rejected Moses and thought they were done with him:  but the Lord 
raised him up again to deliver them.   

(iii)  The Jews rejected Jesus and turned Him over to be crucified, but the Lord raised 
Him up again and sent Him to the Jews to deliver them:  in this case, the day of 
God’s mercy wasn’t over yet.   

(iv)  These Jewish leaders needed to look again at Jesus, consider that He had 
fulfilled the prophets, turn from their sins and embrace Him.   

 
2.  What we’ll see now is having raised Moses up a second time to deliver them, the Jews 

will reject him again:  it’s not Stephen who has dishonored Moses and God, but these 
Jewish leaders who are behaving just like their forefathers.  We’ll look at two things:   
a.  The Lord raises Moses up again to deliver them.   
b.  But they again reject him (This second point we’ll consider this evening).   
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II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, we see the Lord raise Moses up the second time to deliver His people (vv. 30-36).   

1.  First, He appears to Moses in the burning bush (v. 30).   
a.  After forty years in Midian, Moses was now 80.   

(i)  We might think he was too old to do the work.   
(ii)  But God further prepared Moses through shepherding and through emptying 

himself of his natural strength and abilities.   
(a)  The Lord did the same with Abraham and Sarah when He gave them Isaac 

past the years of child-bearing (at 100 and 90 years of age).   
(b)  And in Paul, when He continued to use him through all his sufferings.   
(c)  In this way God receives the glory, not us.   
 

(iii)  But now Moses was ready, and the Lord calls him again to do what He sent him 
into the world to do.   

 
b.  The Lord appeared to him at Mount Sinai.   

(i)  He told him to take the sandals off his feet, for he was standing on holy ground 
(v. 33):   
(a)  Notice, the implication here:  it’s not the Temple that is holy, but God’s 

presence that makes it holy.   
(b)  Wherever God is, that is holy ground.   
(c)  He was no longer in the Temple, which is why it didn’t matter that it 

continue.   
 

(ii)  He appeared as a flame of fire.   
(a)  God used this image perhaps to show Himself as a consuming fire.   
(b)  Perhaps it represented the purging He was bringing His people through in 

Egypt:  that He was refining them, but they were not consumed, only by His 
grace.   

(c)  Others see it as a picture of Jesus, who is filled with the fire of God’s Spirit, 
but His earthly part is not consumed by it.   

(d)  The Angel of the Covenant, who spoke with Moses, was, after all, the 
preincarnate Christ.   

 
(iii)   Moses wondered at the sight of the bush.   

(a)  His Egyptian learning didn’t help him understand:  God goes beyond our 
learning to the miraculous, to show us His presence.   

(b)  He came closer to see the bush, but then trembled when he heard God’s voice 
and realized that the Angel of the Covenant was there:  Moses, though a 
deliverer, understood his own need of deliverance from sin through the 
Angel/the Son of God (v. 32).   

 
2.  But then he hears a declaration of who this One is:  “I am the God of your fathers, the 

God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob” (v. 32).   
a.  The “I am,” not only has to do with the eternal existence and unchangeable nature of 

God, it also has to do with the fact that the God who entered into covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is still in covenant with them.   
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(i)  Nothing has changed with regard to the covenant:   
(a)  All the blessings Israel enjoyed flowed from the Abrahamic Covenant.   
(b)  And God was still intending to fulfill it.   
 

(ii)  Not even the physical death of the patriarchs could break the covenant.   
(a)  They were dead – according to the flesh – but alive – according to the spirit 

(Jesus said God is not the God of the dead, but of the living), and because of 
this God is still their God (Matt. 22:32).   

(b)  They had reached the heavenly country they were seeking by the grace of 
Jesus Christ.   

(c)  This relationship and heavenly destination was not reached through the 
Mosaic Covenant – through the Ceremonial Law and Temple service.   

(d)  These were only meant to point them to the seed of Abraham – the seed that 
Stephen was pointing the Jewish leaders toward.   

 
b.  This reminds us as well that God was not only God to the patriarchs, He was also 

God to their seed.   
(i)  They were in this relationship because of the covenant He had made with their 

forefathers:  “The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you 
were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all 
peoples, but because the LORD loved you and kept the oath which He swore to 
your forefathers, the LORD brought you out by a mighty hand and redeemed you 
from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt” (Deu. 7:7-8).  
This is why the Lord delivered His people from Egypt.   

(ii)  And this relationship didn’t change with the coming of the New Covenant.   
(a)  The fact that God made this covenant with Abraham is appealed to by Peter 

on the Day of Pentecost as the reason why they should repent and believe:   
(1)  It was because of God’s covenant with Abraham that God promised He 

would pour out of His Spirit on them in the last days (Acts 2:17-18) in 
fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy.   

(2)  If they would repent and believe, they would receive the promised Holy 
Spirit, because of that covenant.   

 
(b)  And now, even though they had rejected the Gospel, God still honored His 

end of the covenant and dealt with them accordingly:  Paul wrote, “From the 
standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the 
standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; for the 
gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:28-29).   
(1)  God has not forsaken His covenant, they have.   
(2)  The fact that they were disobedient to the covenant they were in is why 

they fell under such heavy judgment in AD 70.   
(3)  The Gospel is the fulfillment of this covenant, they must understand this 

and turn to Christ:  Paul said to King Agrippa, when on trial before him, 
“And now I am standing trial for the hope of the promise made by God to 
our fathers; the promise to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they 
earnestly serve God night and day.  And for this hope, O King, I am being 
accused by Jews” (Acts 26:6-7).   
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(4)  They were holding onto the shadows – the land and temple – and missing 
the spiritual Seed of Abraham that had come.   

(5)  Salvation is by promise, not by law (God granted it to Abraham by means 
of a promise:  the Law was a tutor to lead us to Christ; Gal. 3:24).   

(6)  The Jews were actually dishonoring God by using the Law as a substitute 
for the Gospel.   

(7)  By clinging to the Law, they were forsaking God’s grace.   
 

3.  Finally, on this point, we see the commission God gave to Moses to deliver Israel.   
a.  It’s at this point, more than any other, that Moses is a type of Christ.   

(i)  God raised Moses up to save His people from their bondage to Egypt.   
(ii)  As He raised His Son up to save His people from their bondage to sin.   
 

b.  After Moses put off his shoes, God called him to service.   
(i)  He had seen the sufferings of His people and heard their groans (v. 34).   
(ii)  Now He was sending Moses to Egypt to confront Pharaoh to his face and 

demand that he release His people.   
(iii)  God was sending the man they rejected (vv. 35-36):   

(a)  The one to whom they said, “‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’ is the one 
God sent to be both a ruler and a deliverer with the help of the angel who 
appeared to him in the thorn bush” (v. 35).   

(b)  And the Lord used him to lead them out, performing signs and wonders in 
Egypt, at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years (v. 36).   

 
c.  Stephen’s point:  they refused Jesus as their fathers did Moses, but God raised Him 

up again and sent Him again to them.   
(i)  They asked the same questions of Jesus that their fathers did of Moses:  Who 

made you a prophet and a king?  Who gave you this authority?   
(ii)  The answer:  the same God who called Moses and made him a prince and savior, 

a ruler and judge, had made Jesus the same.   
(iii)  The Stone the builders rejected had become the chief cornerstone (Matt. 21:42).   
(iv)  And they had better receive this Jesus now they have this second opportunity, 

while it was still the day of His grace, before the day ended and God’s judgment 
came.   

(v)  Remembering that Jesus is not the Savior and Lord of the Jews only, but also of 
the Gentiles, and that He is the only way of salvation, we need to make sure that 
we have done the same.   

(vi)  If you have not turned from your sins and believed on Christ, do so now, while 
the day of His mercy is still today.   

(vii)  And if you have, continue to do so, hold fast to Him, love Him, serve Him and 
honor Him with all your heart and strength.   

(viii)  There is not only a heaven to be won, but a reward to be obtained:  run in such 
a way that you may win.  Amen.   


