
“Stephen’s Defense, Part 3” 
(Acts 7:17-29)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we considered the second example Stephen gives in his defense:  that of 
Joseph.   
a.  The Lord had blessed Abraham and began to multiply his seed:   

(i)  First, with a son through Sarah.   
(ii)  Second, with twins through Isaac.   
(iii)  Then, with twelve sons through Jacob, that became the twelve patriarchs, or the 

twelve tribes of Israel.   
(iv)  The promise to Abraham was being fulfilled.   
 

b.  But there was a problem:  division in the family.   
(i)  The brothers hated Joseph:   

(a)  Because he was his father’s favorite:   
(1)  He was the son of his old age, one of two from his beloved Sarah.   
(2)  He was the one his father had made a special coat:  his love for him was 

not a secret.   
 

(b)  They hated the fact that when his father asked about them, he told him the 
truth.   

(c)  They hated the dreams he had that seemed to be indicating that one day they 
would bow before their younger brother.   

(d)  And so they plotted to do away with him.   
 

(ii)  But what they didn’t realize was that their hatred was a part of God’s plan.   
(a)  He used their hatred to move Joseph into Egypt.   
(b)  It was in Egypt that God would reveal His will to Pharaoh in a dream, that 

Joseph would interpret, and which would prepare Egypt to be a home for His 
people during the years of the famine.   

(c)  When they came to Egypt several years later during that famine, the Lord had 
already raised Joseph to power.   

(d)  The one they had disowned was now in a position to save their lives, and that 
is what he did.   

 
2.  The story of Joseph is a story of redemption:   

a.  It is a story of how the Lord saved His people physically:   
(i)  He saved them from the famine.   
(ii)  He provided food, land and housing in Egypt through Joseph.   
 

b.  But it is also a story of how He saved His people spiritually.   
(i)  Through this event, the brothers were brought to repentance.   
(ii)  They believed the promises of God – gave orders concerning their bones.   
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(iii)  But beyond this, it is also an event that in many ways pictures the salvation the 
Lord would bring through Jesus.   
(a)  Jesus was also rejected by His brothers – the Jews.   
(b)  They put Him to death, but He was raised again by His Father.   
(c)  And through His death and resurrection, He turned the hearts of many of His 

people to Himself.   
 

(iv)  The point of Stephen’s account is that these leaders must not reject the Lord 
Jesus Christ, as the brothers had Joseph, for the Lord has raised Him up as a 
Prince and a Savior to Israel.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, he begins to address their charge more specifically with regard to Moses:   
a.  They said that Stephen had blasphemed Moses, and through Moses God (since He is 

the One who established these things), through his statements that Jesus would 
destroy the Temple and do away with the Ceremonial Law given through Moses.   

b.  But Stephen will argue that he is not the one who has blasphemed Moses and God, 
they have:   
(i)  Their fathers at first rejected Moses as their deliverer, through which they 

blasphemed God.   
(ii)  And now they are acting just like their fathers in rejecting the One Moses said 

God would raise up to be their Judge, their Savior and their Deliverer:  Jesus 
Christ.   

 
2.  This evening, we’re going to begin to consider the account of Moses, and we’ll look at 

four things:   
a.  First, the Lord’s continued fulfillment of His promise to Abraham.   
b.  Second, the persecution of the seed of Abraham by the Egyptians.   
c.  Third, the first revealing of the Lord’s deliverer.   
d.  And finally, the Jews rejection of the Lord’s deliverer.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, the Lord’s continued fulfillment of His promise to Abraham.  “But as the time of the 

promise was approaching which God had assured to Abraham, the people increased and 
multiplied in Egypt” (v. 17).   
1.  The time of the fulfillment of the promise was approaching.   

a.  The time when the Lord would give His people the land.   
b.  The time when they would grow into a great nation that would be able, by God’s 

grace, to conquer that land.   
 

2.  The Lord was continuing His blessings to them in Egypt and they grew into a numerous 
people.   
a.  They went down to Egypt a group of seventy-five.   
b.  But they left a vast multitude.   
c.  Even at the time referred to by Stephen, Moses writes, “Joseph died, and all his 

brothers and all that generation.  But the sons of Israel were fruitful and increased 
greatly, and multiplied, and became exceedingly mighty, so that the land was filled 
with them” (Ex. 1:6-7).   



3 

 
B.  Second, the persecution of the promised seed by the Egyptians.  “The people increased 

and multiplied in Egypt until there arose another king over Egypt who knew nothing about 
Joseph.  It was he who took shrewd advantage of our race and mistreated our fathers so 
that they would expose their infants and they would not survive” (vv. 17-19).   
1.  Eventually Pharaoh died and was succeeded by another:   

a.  On who didn’t know Joseph.   
(i)  What Joseph had done for Egypt – how the Lord had saved Egypt through him.   
(ii)  If he had, he might have been more inclined to treat them well.   
(iii)  We’re not really told why the stayed in Egypt so long after the famine, why 

they didn’t attempt to return to Canaan.   
(iv)  We know it wasn’t the Lord’s time:  the iniquity of the Canaanites was not yet 

full.   
(v)  But certainly the Lord used the events that followed to help provoke them to 

desire the land again, as well as to use Egypt to glorify His name in judgment.   
 

b.  This new Pharaoh took advantage of the Jews.   
(i)  He made them slaves, put them to forced labor.   
(ii)  But the more he afflicted them, the more they multiplied.   
(iii)  He hoped to use them to benefit Egypt, but rather than helping Egypt through 

this persecution, he was actually storing up wrath for them.   
 

c.  When they wouldn’t stop multiplying, he finally ordered the death of their newborn 
sons.   
(i)  If their child born was a boy, the midwives were to kill him immediately.   
(ii)  But his plan backfired when the midwives refused to do what he had asked, and 

they continued to multiply.   
(iii)  When God determines a blessing, no man has the power to stop it.   
 

2.  But isn’t this exactly what the Jewish leaders were doing to the Christian church?   
a.  Pharaoh tried to stop the growth of the OT church in its infancy, and so now the 

Jewish leaders were trying to stop the New.   
b.  But the more they persecuted it, the more it grew:  the blood of the martyrs has 

always been the seed of the church.   
 
C.  Third, the first revealing of the Lord’s deliverer.  “It was at this time that Moses was born; 

and he was lovely in the sight of God, and he was nurtured three months in his father's 
home.  And after he had been set outside, Pharaoh's daughter took him away and nurtured 
him as her own son.  Moses was educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, and he was a 
man of power in words and deeds” (vv. 20-22).   
1.  They charged Stephen with speaking blasphemous words against Moses, but here we 

see him speaking very highly of him.   
a.  Moses was born at the apex of this persecution:  while the infant sons were being put 

to death.   
(i)  He was in danger as soon as he came into the world.   
(ii)  In this way, his coming was just like that of the Lord Jesus, whose death was 

ordered by Herod when Herod discovered where He was.   
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(iii)  God generally brings deliverance after He allows things to get very dark, in that 
way His grace and glory shine all the brighter.   

 
b.  Moses was lovely in the sight of God.   

(i)  He was chosen by God, most likely even redeemed by Him at birth.   
(ii)  How else could he appear lovely in God’s eyes, except in the righteousness of 

His Son.   
(iii)  Again, how much more was Jesus beautiful in His Father’s eyes?   
 

c.  He was first preserved by God in his parent’s house, but when they couldn’t conceal 
him any longer, they put him in a basket along the Nile.   
(i)  By God’s grace, Pharaoh’s daughter found him, and unknowingly returned him 

to be nursed by his own mother (Ex. 2:8-9).   
(ii)  After he was weaned, he was returned to Pharaoh’s daughter, who educated him 

in the learning of the Egyptians.   
(a)  This, by the way, prepared Moses for the work the Lord had for him.   
(b)  It was through Moses that the Lord gave us the first five books of the Bible.   

 
d.  Some believe he became a high official in Egypt, perhaps even prime minister.   

(i)  They understand this from his being a man of power in words and deeds.   
(ii)  And so he was prepared for the work the Lord had sent him into the world to do.   
(iii)  Far from blaspheming Moses, Stephen thought very highly of him.   

 
D.  But finally, it wasn’t Stephen who stood against Moses and blasphemed God, it was the 

Jews themselves.   
1.  Moses tried to deliver them, but they rejected him.  “But when he was approaching the 

age of forty, it entered his mind to visit his brethren, the sons of Israel” (v. 23).   
a.  His condescension to visit his brethren was not only an act of self-denial (Heb. 

11:24-26), but also the beginning of his ministry.   
b.  It was when he was approaching forty – the prime of his usefulness at court – he did 

this to see if he might help them (not like the sudden revelation of his origin we see 
in the movie “The Ten Commandments.”)   

 
2.  He presented himself to them as their savior, sent by God, when he avenged one of his 

brethren from the unjust treatment of the Egyptian and struck him down.  “And when he 
saw one of them being treated unjustly, he defended him and took vengeance for the 
oppressed by striking down the Egyptian.  And he supposed that his brethren 
understood that God was granting them deliverance through him, but they did not 
understand” (vv. 24-25).   
a.  His action could only have been just if he had the authority to do this, which he 

apparently did by heaven:  Moses was never reproached by God for killing this 
Egyptian.   

b.  He thought his brethren would know that God was delivering them through him – as 
God had told Abraham that He would – but they didn’t understand.  Perhaps if they 
had, this would have been the beginning of their day of deliverance.   

 
3.  He also presented himself as their judge.   
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a.  The next day he saw two fighting together, and he tried to reconcile them, “Men, you 
are brethren, why do you injure one another?” (v. 26).  Moses was not only acting on 
their behalf as a savior, but also as a lawgiver and judge.   

b.  But the one who was in the wrong pushed him away and said, “Who made you a 
ruler and judge over us?” (v. 27).   

c.  This one also reproved Moses with the act of deliverance he had accomplished the 
day before, “You do not mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday, do 
you?” charging him with a crime and rejecting his authority over him (v. 28).   

 
4.  At this Moses, fled from Egypt, as Pharaoh sought to kill him.   

a.  He went into the land of Midian, married, had two sons.   
b.  And he did not attempt to deliver Israel until forty years later, when the Lord called 

him again to go and do so (v. 29).   
 

III.  Application.  Now what is Stephen’s point?   
A.  The first is:  Your fathers dishonored Moses, not me.   

1.  They had charged Stephen with blaspheming Moses.   
2.  But he had not done so, rather they had.   
3.  Their fathers rejected him both as savior and judge.   
4.  They’re the ones who should be humbled for the dishonor their fathers had shown him.   

 
B.  But secondly, and more to the point:  just as their fathers had dishonored Moses, so they 

were now dishonoring the Lord Jesus Christ whom God had raised up as their Savior and 
Judge.   
1.  They thought they were honoring Moses by rejecting Christ and His Gospel.   

a.  But they were in fact doing just the opposite.   
b.  He is the One Moses spoke of, prophesied of, that the whole Temple worship and 

Ceremonial Law instituted by Moses pointed to.   
c.  They were rejecting the One God raised up as a Prince and a Savior and holding on 

to the messenger he sent to proclaim His coming.   
 

2.  If they would just open their eyes, turn from their sins and embrace Jesus, God would 
deliver them out of an even worse slavery than that of Egypt.   
a.  But if they continued to reject Him, they would continue to remain in slavery, even 

as the Jews rejected Moses and had to wait another forty years before God sent him 
back to deliver them.   

b.  And this is what they did:  they would not receive Christ, and so God took Him away 
from them and gave Him to the Gentiles, while He left them to their blindness and 
doom (Matt. 23:38-39).   

c.  It is a very serious matter to reject the Lord’s Messiah:  make sure that you have 
received Him.   

d.  And at the same time, as Stephen bore witness to these Jewish leaders, as the Lord 
Jesus had called him, purpose in your heart to do the same to others as He has called 
you.  Amen.   


