
“Stephen’s Defense, Part 2” 
(Acts 7:8-16)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw the circumstances of Stephen’s arrest:   
a.  That the Lord gave Stephen power to preach/bear witness and perform 

miracles.   
b.  That this attracted the attention of certain Hellenistic Jews who argued with 

him.   
c.  That when they were unable to refute his assertions regarding Jesus, they 

conspired to bring false charges against him, turned the people’s opinion and 
had him arrested.   

 
2.  We also saw the charges made against him and the beginning of his defense:   

a.  What they charged him with was blasphemy against Moses and God:   
(i)  He said Jesus was going destroy the Temple and alter the customs handed 

down by Moses.   
(ii)  This was true, although they didn’t understand:   

(a)  They thought that a divinely inspired institution would be destroyed 
before its time.   

(b)  What Stephen meant was that Jesus had fulfilled these things and their 
time was at an end.   

(c)  The Jews needed to turn from these things and trust in Jesus before 
AD 70 came, and they were destroyed with them.   

 
b.  In his defense, Stephen began to survey the beginnings of the Jewish nation 

to point out some very important details that would prove that their charges 
were false and that they needed to abandon these things:   
(i)  Abraham’s idolatrous background:   

(a)  It was purely by grace he was called.   
(b)  They should beware that they don’t reject the true God and return to 

Abraham’s beginnings – which is what they were doing by rejecting 
Jesus.   

 
(ii)  Possession of the land was not what God’s relationship with them was all 

about – the promise of land was not fulfilled for some time:   
(a)  Though God promised to give him all of Canaan, Abraham never 

received even a foot of it as an inheritance.   
(b)  His children would not receive it for about another four hundred years.   
(c)  And yet He was a child of God, the friend of God.   
(d)  Salvation (a relationship with God) was not tied to the land, to the 

Temple subsequently built in the land, or to the Ceremonial Law that 
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regulated the Temple worship, which is what the Jews were hanging 
onto for their right standing with God.   

(e)  It was tied to what the Temple was pointing to – the once for all 
sacrifice of Christ – and what the land was pointing to – the place in 
paradise that Jesus has provided for all who would trust in Him.   

 
(iii)  And finally, Stephen pointed to the covenant of circumcision that God 

made with Abraham:   
(a)  Stephen brought this up perhaps to point out that Abraham was in 

covenant with God even before circumcision, which is what they were 
also trusting in for their righteousness.   

(b)  Paul made the same argument in Romans 4.   
(c)  No one is saved by being related to Abraham, by possessing the land, 

by the Temple, through the Ceremonial Law or circumcision.   
(d)  How then are we saved?  By what these things are pointing to:  the 

reality – the seed of Abraham, who gave His life as an atonement for 
sin, who circumcises the hearts of those who believe, who brings us 
into the true land of Promise:  heaven itself.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we move into the second part of his argument:   
a.  Having begun at the origin of the Jewish race, he traces the working out of 

the covenant promise.   
b.  And what he reveals is not the most flattering side of Jewish history:  not one 

of faith – although the Lord did raise up many faithful believers – but one of 
unbelief and disobedience.   
(i)  There is a pattern that emerges among the Jews of persecution – 

persecuting the deliverers the Lord raised up for them.   
(ii)  There is a pattern of rebellion against the commandments of the Lord.   
(iii)  There is a pattern of idolatry on the part of God’s people.   
(iv)  All these patterns are also revealed when they are in the land, when they 

are taken from the land (exile), when they are brought back into the land, 
and now that they are again in the land:  a pattern of sin, of disobedience, 
of rejecting God’s purpose and His “Messiahs,” especially THE Messiah, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.   

(v)  Isn’t this exactly what Jesus was speaking to in His parable of The 
Vineyard (Matt. 21:33-46):   
(a)  God planted the vineyard – the nation of Israel – but every time He 

sent His servants – the prophets – to collect the produce – spiritual fruit 
of obedience – they were turned away, mistreated and thrown out.   

(b)  Finally, He sent His Son, whom they threw out of the vineyard and 
killed.   

(c)  Is it any wonder that God was bringing that nation to an end in AD 70 
and was taking from their hands all they trusted in:  the Temple and 
Temple service?   
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(vi)  These men were acting just as their forefathers, and as their forefathers, 
they would be judged.   

 
2.  This morning, Stephen traces this tendency in the story of Joseph.  From this, 

we’ll want to consider three things:   
a.  The Lord’s blessing on Abraham’s seed.   
b.  The persecution of Abraham’s seed.   
c.  But finally, the deliverance of Abraham’s seed.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, the Lord’s blessing on Abraham’s seed.  “And He gave him the covenant of 

circumcision; and so Abraham became the father of Isaac, and circumcised him on 
the eighth day; and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve 
patriarchs” (v. 8).   
1.  We saw last time that the Lord had given Abraham the covenant of 

circumcision.   
a.  This was the sign of the covenant God previously made with him.   
b.  Not only did the covenant contain certain promises to Abraham and his 

offspring – that He would be their God, would give them the land, would 
make them numerous, and that through his seed all the nations would be 
blessed – it also called them to certain responsibilities:  walk before Me and 
be blameless – the same our baptism calls us to, and that which the Jews 
would fail again and again to do.   

 
2.  We see here the Lord fulfilling His promise to Abraham that he would have as 

many children as the stars in the heaven.   
a.  He had Isaac, and on the eighth day circumcised him, binding him to the 

same obligations, and so on down the line.   
b.  Isaac had Jacob by Rebekah.   
c.  And Jacob had the twelve patriarchs.   

(i)  Jacob met with a few difficulties before this happened:   
(a)  He had to flee to Padam-Aram so his brother Esau wouldn’t kill him 

over the stolen blessing.   
(b)  He had to work for seven years – he thought for Rachel – and got 

Leah instead.   
(c)  His wives fought over how many children they could have, thinking 

they would win Jacob’s affections – and so he ended up with four 
wives, twelve sons and a daughter.   

(d)  His father-in-law wanted to injure, perhaps kill, him when he abruptly 
left to return to Canaan.   

(e)  And Esau would have killed him when he returned, if the Lord hadn’t 
intervened.  But the Lord did intervene, and they arrived safely.   

(f)  God’s blessings don’t always come without some cost involved, but 
whatever it is, it’s worth it and makes the blessing all the more 
precious.   
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(ii)  God was multiplying Abraham’s seed, and once they were in the land, 
they continued to multiply, even though they did not as yet possess the 
land.  That was still several hundred years off.   

 
B.  Next, we see the persecution of Abraham’s seed.   

1.  By itself the statement is ambiguous:   
a.  Does it mean that Abraham’s seed is persecuted?   
b.  Or does it refer to the persecution that they do?   
c.  Actually both:   

(i)  A seed of Abraham (Joseph) is persecuted.   
(ii)  But he is persecuted by the seed of Abraham (his brothers):  the fathers 

of the Jewish nation.   
(iii)  “The patriarchs became jealous of Joseph and sold him into Egypt. Yet 

God was with him, and rescued him from all his afflictions, and granted 
him favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and he made 
him governor over Egypt and all his household” (vv. 9-10).   

 
2.  Joseph was persecuted for a variety of reasons:   

a.  First, because his father loved him more than the others:  He was the son of 
his beloved Rachel, who had only two children before she died.   

b.  Second, because in his love, his father gave him a special gift – a coat of 
many colors.   

c.  Third, because he told his father the truth about his brothers.   
d.  Fourth, because he had dreams that seemed to indicate that one day his 

brothers and his father and mother would bow down to him.   
e.  But finally, he was persecuted because it was God’s plan to send Joseph 

ahead of them into Egypt to save them from the coming famine.   
f.  The net result of this was that his brothers hated him and wanted to kill him 

(Gen. 37).   
 

3.  And one day, they had their opportunity:  his father sent him to check on the 
welfare of his brothers.   
a.  Now they could kill him, make up a story to get themselves out of trouble, 

and be rid of him forever.   
b.  They would have succeeded, if Reuben hadn’t talked them out of it (v. 21).   
c.  Instead they sold him as a slave to a band of Midianites who sold him to an 

Egyptian official, Potiphar.   
d.  Potiphar’s wife desired Joseph, but he refused, so she falsely accused him 

and he was thrown into prison.   
e.  But it was there the Lord brought the chief butler and baker, gave them 

dreams which Joseph interpreted, the interpretations came true, so that at the 
time Pharaoh had his dream, he was already well known as one who could do 
so.   

f.  Interpreting Pharaoh’s brought about his rise to power in Egypt, and put him 
in a position to help his family.   
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g.  His brothers persecuted Joseph and meant it for evil, but the Lord meant it for 
good.   

 
C.  Finally, we see the deliverance of Abraham’s seed.  “Now a famine came over all 

Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction with it, and our fathers could find no food.  
But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our fathers there the 
first time.  On the second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and 
Joseph's family was disclosed to Pharaoh.  Then Joseph sent word and invited 
Jacob his father and all his relatives to come to him, seventy-five persons in all. 
And Jacob went down to Egypt” (vv. 11-15).   
1.  The Lord brought a famine, and Joseph and Egypt were ready for it through 

Pharaoh’s dream.   
a.  The Lord had brought this about both to raise Joseph up and to make him a 

savior to his household.   
b.  The lack of food compelled Joseph’s brothers to go into Egypt, since they 

heard there was food there (the Lord had blessed Egypt with seven years of 
plenty just for this purpose).   

c.  When they were there the first time, Joseph told them he wouldn’t receive 
them again unless Benjamin was with them.  The second time they came, he 
arranged for Benjamin to be caught with one of his possessions, so that he 
might keep him.   

d.  At this point he began to see their repentance, so he revealed himself to them, 
invited them to come to Egypt and they were saved from the famine.   

 
2.  The last thing we see is the evidence of a change of heart on their part:  Jacob 

and his sons died in Egypt, but they were all buried in Canaan.  “And there he 
and our fathers died.  From there they were removed to Shechem and laid in the 
tomb which Abraham had purchased for a sum of money from the sons of 
Hamor in Shechem” (vv. 15-16).   
a.  They still believed the promise God made to their father Abraham.   
b.  They still believed He would bring them into the land.   
c.  And so they gave orders regarding their remains:   

(i)  Jacob was buried with Abraham and Isaac in the cave of Machpelah (Gen. 
50:13).   

(ii)  And Joseph was buried in Shechem (Josh. 24:32), along, it appears, with 
his brothers.   

(iii)  From what Stephen says here, it appears as though they were all buried 
in the same place, and that Abraham was the one who purchased the burial 
land in Shechem; but most likely, he summarizes the account so much, 
that several ellipses are formed.   

(iv)  But the point is, there was repentance, reformation and faith born in the 
patriarchs.   

 
3.  In closing, what is the point of all of this?   
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a.  God blessed Abraham and his seed, brought them into covenant with 
Himself, bound them to perfect and perpetual obedience, but instead of 
obeying Him, they sought to kill the one He had raised up to deliver them.   

b.  Isn’t this the same thing they did to all the prophets who spoke the word of 
God to them to turn them from their evil ways?  Jesus said, “Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you build the tombs of the prophets 
and adorn the monuments of the righteous, and say, ‘If we had been living in 
the days of our fathers, we would not have been partners with them in 
shedding the blood of the prophets.’  So you testify against yourselves, that 
you are sons of those who murdered the prophets.  Fill up, then, the measure 
of the guilt of your fathers.  You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you 
escape the sentence of hell?” (Matt. 23:29-33).   

c.  Isn’t this what they did to Christ?  And isn’t this what they were going to do 
to Stephen?   

d.  Yes.  This was a part of God’s plan, but they were still fully responsible for 
their actions, and if they didn’t repent, they would perish when the shadows 
finally did.   

e.  But notice, their fathers were rebellious; they hated the one the Lord raised 
up to deliver them; they persecuted him and drove him out of the land; but 
the Lord raised him up to save them.  Their fathers finally repented and 
trusted in the promises of God.   

f.  In the present case, the Lord had sent them His Son to deliver them; but they 
rejected Him and cut Him off from the land of the living; but the Lord raised 
Him up again and sent Him to them again; many of the Jews had received 
Him; would they repent and trust in Him?   

g.  We’ll see that the answer to that question will be no; but make sure that you 
don’t make that same choice.   
(i)  Jesus is offered to us as a Savior as well.   
(ii)  But He will only save us if we receive Him.   
(iii)  And so make sure that He is your trust, and you will be safe and inherit 

the Promised Land.  Amen.   


