
“Stephen’s Defense” 
(Acts 7:1-7)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we saw how the Lord worked through Stephen:   
a.  He enabled him to perform signs and wonders:   

(i)  He was originally called to be a deacon.   
(ii)  But though his faithfulness, the Lord raised him up to a greater 

responsibility:   
(a)  He gave Stephen the grace to proclaim His Word.   
(b)  And He bore witness to His Word through miracles.   
(c)  We should not despise the day of small things, but be faithful in what 

the Lord has given us to do:  He will exalt us in His time, if it is His 
will.   

 
b.  He also enabled Stephen to defend the faith with great wisdom and skill:   

(i)  His ministry attracted the attention of the Hellenistic Jews.   
(ii)  They came against the Christian faith, arguing with Stephen, who was 

also a Greek-speaking Jew.   
(iii)  But the Lord Jesus gave him the ability to refute them through the Word.   
(iv)  However, when they saw they couldn’t win the argument, instead of 

repenting of their sins and turning to Christ, they very underhandedly 
bribed wicked men to make false charges against him – you see that a 
better and valid argument is not all that is needed to turn a person to 
Christ.   

(v)  They were even successful in turning the people against him, removing 
his shield of protection and having him arrested.   

 
c.  But the Lord was also working through Stephen here:   

(i)  As his accusers looked him in the face, hoping to see guilt and shame, 
they instead saw his innocence.   

(ii)  The glory of the Lord was shining through his countenance, so that what 
they saw was like the face of an angel.   

 
2.  Now remember, persecution was escalating.   

a.  The advancement of the kingdom of heaven was drawing a heavy counter 
attack from the kingdom of darkness.   

b.  We are moving toward what is well remembered in the history of the church 
as the first Christian martyr.   
(i)  Sometimes the Lord delivers by preserving the lives of His people in this 

world.   
(ii)  But sometimes He does so by allowing them to seal their testimony with 

blood, taking them to be with Him in glory.   
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(iii)  Not only is this the very greatest honor that can be bestowed on any man 
– to die for the sake of the One who died for him – but for the Christian, it 
is also his immediate entrance into heaven, which, Paul tells us, is very 
much better than remaining here (Phil. 1:23):   
(a)  The Muslim seems all to ready to die to enter what he believes is 

heaven.   
(b)  But yet Christians seem to die with greater difficulty – we don’t want 

to leave this world, though it means perfected fellowship with the 
Father and with Christ.   

(c)  We need to learn to love the world less and the Savior more:  it’s only 
in this way that we will ever be able to live and die in a way that will 
honor our Lord.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we see that the Lord isn’t finished working through Stephen:   
a.  Before he seals his testimony with his blood and dies in a very gracious way, 

he first shows his skill in the Scripture by answering their charges.  
b.  They had charged him with blasphemy against Moses and God.   

(i)  They claimed he spoke against the Temple – that Jesus was going to 
destroy it – and against the Law/customs Moses handed down/ceremonial 
law – that Jesus was going to alter them.   

(ii)  There was obviously some truth to this charge, since he undoubtedly was 
telling them what Jesus said in the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24-25) – that 
there would not be one stone in the Temple left on another that would not 
be thrown down – and that Jesus through His atoning work had fulfilled 
the ceremonial law, which had now been set aside, but would come to a 
definitive end when the Temple was destroyed.   

(iii)  But they also undoubtedly misunderstood what he was saying, 
interpreting this as an insult and wicked charge against them and the 
Mosaic economy:   
(a)  When you’re dealing with someone who has an entirely different 

perspective, it’s very difficult to get them to understand what you’re 
saying.   

(b)  This difficulty is multiplied when the heart is also bent against the 
truth you’re trying to convey.   

(c)  This is what Stephen was up against as he began to defend himself.   
(d)  And even though he was right, they would not listen to him and would 

eventually put him to death.   
 

2.  Stephen’s argument is lengthy and covers a good deal of the Old Testament 
account of God’s dealing with His people, so we’re not going to be able to finish 
it in one sermon.   
a.  It may be that Luke spends more time on this because it is the record of the 

first martyr of the New Covenant Church.   
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b.  This is also the immediate cause of an increased persecution on the church as 
the floodgates open after Stephen’s death:  once it starts, it’s easier to 
continue.   

c.  Stephen argues that he is not guilty of their charges by going over OT 
history:   
(i)  Showing that it was never God's intention to tie His blessings to the land 

of Israel, the Temple, or the Ceremonial Law.   
(ii)  They especially should not believe this having provoked God to the point 

they have.   
(iii)  These were only types of the reality they were holding on to.  They 

needed to let go of these things and embrace Christ.  But since they 
wouldn’t God would destroy them along with these things (Heb. 8:13).   

(iv)  Sometimes we’re tempted to think that Stephen simply gave a random 
history of the Jews and then suddenly indicts them at the end.   

(v)  What we fail to miss are the implications of what these things mean to 
the Gospel that Stephen is defending, things that the Jewish leaders would 
have picked up on, and if they didn’t, Stephen would make sure that they 
would.   

 
d.  What we’ll see this evening is how God’s dealings with Abraham prove 

Stephen’s innocence of the charges against him and vindicate the Gospel.  
We’ll look at two things:   
(i)  First, he shows that the church existed before they came into the land and 

the Temple worship was established.   
(ii)  Second, the fact that God delayed the fulfillment of His promise of the 

land to Abraham shows that the land wasn’t as important as they thought.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, let’s consider that the church existed before they came into the land and the 

Temple worship was established:  In Abraham.   
1.  Stephen is before council charged with blasphemy.   

a.  The high priest calls him to answer the charge:  “Are these things so?” (v. 1).   
b.  Stephen doesn’t give a quick answer.   

(i)  His answer was thorough.   
(ii)  He appears to have been mighty in the Scripture, thoroughly furnished 

for every good work.   
(iii)  He applies the Scripture skillfully (something required of elders), 

without reference to the scrolls.   
(iv)  We see how the Spirit helped him by bringing to mind the right 

Scriptures and giving him the ability to apply them to the point to convict 
them.   

(v)  This is one of the ways the Spirit helps us:  He is the anointing who 
teaches us all things (1 John 2:27), who brings to mind the things we have 
learned (John 14:26).   

(vi)  It seems he would have gone on if the Council had not stopped him.   
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2.  He quotes from the LXX – the Greek translation of the OT Scriptures, which 
reinforces the belief that he was a Hellenistic Jew, since that is the version of the 
OT used in their synagogues.   
a.  He recognizes their authority and position:  “And he said, ‘Hear me, brethren 

and fathers!’” (v. 2) 
b.  He also hopes to receive brotherly, fatherly treatment.   
c.  He calls on them to listen, even though they already know the things he is 

about to say, they do not know how he is going to apply it.   
 

3.  But what he does here is show them that God had a church before the Temple 
was founded and the Ceremonial Law was given, even so He would have one 
after God had completed His purpose for them.  
a.  He begins with the call of Abraham:  The two calls of God, at Ur and at 

Haran:  “The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in 
Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, and said to him, ‘Leave your country 
and your relatives, and come into the land that I will show you’” (vv. 2-3).   

b.  Abraham was set apart by God to receive the promise and to be the father of 
the OT church.  He also received further revelations from God as the Lord 
saw fit.   
(i)  And Abraham followed the Lord, without hesitation.   
(ii)  God's chosen must follow Him implicitly in faith and obedience.   
 

c.  The Lord also entered into a covenant with Abraham.   
(i)  He called Abraham out of idolatry.   

(a)  When God calls us into covenant with Himself, He separates us from 
the world, even from those near and dear to us.   

(b)  He holds a promise, to bring us to a better place, a heavenly place.   
(c)  And those who hear His voice follow Him.   
 

(ii)  And made His covenant with him.   
(a)  Before he was circumcised - as Paul also argued – before the 

establishing of the Ceremonial Law.   
(b)  And before he possessed the land and the Temple worship.   
(c)  Here is the beginning of the Jewish church, apart from the land and the 

Temple worship.   
 

(iii)  Stephen calls this man “our father” identifying himself with Abraham.   
(a)  He identifies himself as a true worshipper of God.   
(b)  He believes in the divine revelation God gave to Abraham, by which 

also the Jewish church was founded.   
(c)  He is no blasphemer.   

 
B.  Second, let’s consider the fact that God’s delaying the fulfillment of His promise 

of the land to Abraham shows that the land wasn’t as important as they thought.  
“Then he left the land of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran.  From there, after his 
father died, God had him move to this country in which you are now living.  But 
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He gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot of ground, and yet, even when 
he had no child, He promised that He would give it to him as a possession, and to 
his descendants after him.  But God spoke to this effect, that his descendants would 
be aliens in a foreign land, and that they would be enslaved and mistreated for four 
hundred years.  ‘And whatever nation to which they will be in bondage I myself 
will judge,’ said God, ‘and after that they will come out and serve Me in this 
place’” (vv. 4-7).   
1.  The Lord appeared to Abraham before he came near to Canaan.   

a.  His blessing was not confined to this land.   
b.  He brought Abraham from a far off country.   
c.  The Jews weren’t even the first nation to possess that land.   
 

2.  And God was in no hurry to bring him into this land.   
a.  His heart was not as set upon the land as the Jews’ now were.   
b.  Abraham lived a nomadic life for many years after he was called out of Ur.   

(i)  God promised that He would give the land to him and his children, and a 
child, yet he had no child for many years and he himself was a stranger in 
the land:  God gave him no inheritance in it, not so much as to set his foot 
on.   

(ii)  And his children didn’t possess the land for a long time, not until four 
hundred years later.  They would go through a great deal of hardship 
before they are brought into the land.   

(iii)  Abraham was told that he would have the land and a child, and he had 
both and received both by faith.   

(iv)  Though the fulfillment of God’s promises are slow, they will be fulfilled 
in His time, and not as soon as we might expect.   

(v)  But the church existed all this time outside of the land.   
 

c.  The fact that the promise of God to Abraham was fulfilled slowly was meant 
to point them to the spiritual meaning of the land, that the land was not the 
fulfillment of the promise, but only pointed the way to the better country, the 
heavenly one, by faith.    

d.  Therefore it was not blasphemy to say Jesus shall destroy this place, when by 
faith He leads us to the heavenly Canaan of which the land was a type.   

e.  Sometimes we get our hearts set on earthly, tangible things, and forget that 
the blessings we seek after are spiritual, we become like the Jews:  We must 
be more heavenly minded.   

f.  This is only the beginning of the argument.  We’ll see how he continues to 
develop this theme, shows the repeated rebellion of the Jews against God’s 
plan, and how they are doing the same things themselves.  Amen.   


