
“Stephen’s Arrest” 
(Acts 6:8-15)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered a small crisis in the church.  
a.  Their blessed unity was broken by what appears to be bias on the part of the 

native Jews.   
(i)  In the daily serving of food, the Greek-speaking widows were being 

entirely neglected.   
(ii)  Not only would this hurt them, it would cause ill-will on the part of the 

Hellenistic Jews.   
 

b.  This was an important matter.   
(i)  It couldn’t be overlooked.   
(ii)  But neither could the ministry of the Word and prayer.   
 

2.  So the apostles called the congregation together and gave them the solution:   
a.  They were to choose seven men.   

(i)  Not just any men:  Men full of the Spirit and wisdom.   
(ii)  Mature men, with a good reputation, who would deal with this matter 

faithfully.   
 

b.  They were to bring these men to the apostles:   
(i)  Who would examine them.   
(ii)  And then lay hands on them, ordaining them to this new office of deacon 

(service).   
 

c.  In this way, two very important things would be accomplished:   
(i)  The widows would be cared for.   
(ii)  And the apostles would be freed up enabling them to minister to the 

needs of the congregation, as well as the needs of those in darkness.   
 

3.  And so they found the men and brought them to the apostles:   
a.  All seven of them were Hellenistic Jews.   

(i)  They would be more sensitive to the needs of their widows.   
(ii)  They would also be sensitive that the same thing didn’t happen to the 

native widows.   
(iii)  Or it may be that they were put specifically in charge of the Hellenistic 

widows, while the nature Jews took care of their own.   
 

b.  And their ministry had a happy effect:  it advanced the Gospel.   
(i)  The Word of God kept on spreading.   
(ii)  The number of disciples continued to increase.   



2 

(iii)  Even many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But again, with the kingdom of light advancing, the kingdom of darkness struck 
back.   
a.  As the Lord continued to bless the church, He raised up Stephen as a 

powerful witness.   
b.  His testimony was so powerful, many Jews from the surrounding areas 

decided to argue against him.   
c.  When they saw they couldn’t overcome the Spirit of wisdom with which he 

was speaking, they resorted to evil tactics to silence him.   
d.  And as they did, Stephen began to go down the path by which the Lord chose 

to honor Him:  He would be the very first martyr of the church.   
 

2.  This morning, we’re going to consider what the Lord did through Stephen, that 
led to his arrest and eventual martyrdom:  We’ll look at three things:   
a.  First, the signs and wonders God worked through Stephen.   
b.  Second, the Spirit of wisdom He gave Stephen.   
c.  Finally, the testimony God bore regarding Stephen in the face of his accusers.   
d.  As we look at this account, let’s remember that the greatest honor that the 

Lord can bestow on any man, woman or child is to die for the sake of the One 
who died for them.   

e.  This was not a curse for Stephen, but a great blessing.   
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider the signs and wonders God worked through Stephen and how 
they drew the attention of the enemy to him.   
1.  Stephen began as a deacon, overseeing the diaconal needs of the Hellenistic 

widows; but now we see him ministering the Gospel with power.  “And 
Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs 
among the people.”   
a.  Stephen apparently had the gifts to go beyond his original calling:   

(i)  He didn’t grumble at his humble position, but did his best to fulfill his 
calling.   

(ii)  And as he proved to be faithful in little, the Lord entrusted him with 
more.   

(iii)  The Spirit of God works humility in us, empties us of self that we might 
follow in the footsteps of our Lord, who said that to achieve greatness in 
His kingdom, we must become the servant of all.   

(iv)  Sometimes the reason why we are not used by the Lord more than we 
are is that we refuse to begin where He wants us to begin.   

(v)  If we humble ourselves to the point where no task for Him is too menial, 
then we’re in the place where He can use us.   

 
b.  Stephen began by humbling himself and now the Lord was using him more 

powerfully to perform signs and wonders.   
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(i)  Luke writes that he was full of grace and power.   
(ii)  He had a strong faith, was doing great things.   
(iii)  Since these signs were never done as an end in themselves, he must also 

have been bearing witness to the truth.   
 

2.  Stephen’s witness must have been very powerful because he attracted the 
attention of some very dangerous Jews:  “But some men from what was called 
the Synagogue of the Freedmen, including both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, 
and some from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and argued with Stephen” (v. 9).   
a.  These men were also Hellenistic Jews, zealous for their own religion.   

(i)  Some were from the synagogue of the Freedmen:   
(a)  They were either naturalized foreigners.   
(b)  Slaves by birth who had been freed.   
(c)  Or freeborn Jews, like the apostle Paul (22:27).   
(d)  Some believe Paul was a part of this synagogue, perhaps its most 

prominent member.   
(e)  Remember, he was present at Stephen’s stoning, so he may likely have 

taken part in this disputation as well.   
 

(ii)  Others were from the synagogue of Cyrenians and Alexandrians, some 
from Cilicia and Asia:  If Paul didn’t belong to the Freedmen, he belonged 
to that of Cilicia, for that is where Tarsus was.   

(iii)  Each county had its synagogue where the Jews educated their youth.   
(iv)  Seeing that the Gospel would affect their religion, they had come to 

Jerusalem to put a stop to it, first by debate, but then by other measures if 
necessary.   

 
b.  But why did they choose Stephen to debate?   

(i)  Some believe they thought the apostles beneath their dignity, being 
fishermen, while Stephen was a scholar.   

(ii)  Others that they were intimidated by the apostles office, but not a lesser 
officer.   

(iii)  Perhaps there had been a public challenge and Stephen was chosen to 
defend Christianity (perhaps the apostles didn’t want to leave their 
ministry to deal with controversy).   

(iv)  Some say Stephen was trained by Gamaliel, and Paul considered him a 
traitor:  and this is why they targeted him.   

(v)  We can at least say that they debated with Stephen because he was highly 
visible – from his ministry – and because he was zealous himself to 
convince them of the truth.  A light shining in the darkness will always 
draw the attention of the darkness.   

(vi)  Every Christian has the desire to shine the light of Christ, though we 
don’t all have the same gifts to do so.   

 
B.  Having drawn the attention of the enemy, the Lord gave Stephen the wisdom to 

debate them.   
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1.  He spoke with such fluency and power, they could not refute him.  “But they 
were unable to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was 
speaking” (v. 10).   
a.  They were not able to resist the wisdom of his words.   
b.  Not only did they fail to support their own arguments, they also couldn’t 

answer his.   
c.  He proved that Jesus was the Christ.   

(i)  Jesus said to His disciples regarding what would happen before God’s 
judgment in AD 70, “But before all these things, they will lay their hands 
on you and will persecute you, delivering you to the synagogues and 
prisons, bringing you before kings and governors for My name's sake.  It 
will lead to an opportunity for your testimony.  So make up your minds 
not to prepare beforehand to defend yourselves; for I will give you 
utterance and wisdom which none of your opponents will be able to resist 
or refute” (Luke 21:12-15).   

(ii)  And so we see the fulfillment of this promise.  They thought they would 
have Stephen as Goliath thought he would have David.  They didn’t 
realize they were fighting someone mightier than Stephen.   

(iii)  This is our hope of success as we go to evangelize:  it is the Lord who 
fights for us.   

 
2.  But winning arguments like this can also have its consequences:   

a.  They decided to frame him with false witnesses.  “Then they secretly induced 
men to say, ‘We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses 
and against God’” (v. 11).   
(i)  Richard Baxter wrote regarding this:  “On such terms . . . do we dispute 

with malignant men.  And it is next to a miracle of providence that no 
greater number of religious persons have been murdered in the world, by 
the way of perjury and pretence of law, when so many thousands hate 
them who make no conscience of false oaths” (Henry).   

(ii)  The darkness hates the light and tries to put it out.   
(a)  He became an enemy for telling truth.   
(b)  If he had stopped them from drinking poison or had warned them of 

some danger they were able to avoid, they would have thanked him.   
(c)  But not for this, for this they despised him.   
 

b.  And so they rallied more Jews to their cause:  “And they stirred up the 
people, the elders and the scribes, and they came up to him and dragged him 
away and brought him before the Council” (v. 12).   
(i)  They agitated the people against them, who before had been the means of 

protection.   
(ii)  The elders and council already were against him:  but they had been 

afraid of the people.   
(iii)  But now there was nothing to stop them.   
(iv)  And so they arrested him away and brought him before the council.   
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c.  Then they dealt with him as they had dealt with Jesus:  with false witnesses 
and misconstrued statements.  “If they have called the head of the house 
Beelzebul, how much more will they malign the members of his household” 
Matt. 10:25).   
(i)  “They put forward false witnesses who said, ‘This man incessantly speaks 

against this holy place and the Law; for we have heard him say that this 
Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this place and alter the customs which Moses 
handed down to us’” (vv. 13-14).   

(ii)  He probably said something to this effect, but as Jesus’ words were 
twisted, so these false witnesses also twisted his words.   
(a)  He appeared to be speaking against Moses.   
(b)  Those who speak against Moses, speak against God, for God gave him 

what he wrote (all who speak against the Scripture speak against God).   
(c)  They said that Stephen blasphemed the holy place – the Temple:   

(1)  He may have said Jesus would destroy it, but this isn’t blasphemy 
if God is through with it and is intending to remove it.   

(2)  AD 70 was not far off, and they needed to get ready.   
(3)  But it would come as in Noah’s day:  when they were not expecting 

it, because they wouldn’t listen and believe.   
 

(d)  They said he spoke against the Law:  that Jesus would change the 
customs Moses gave us.   
(1)  Maybe he did.   
(2)  But remember, Jesus had fulfilled the shadows, it was time for 

them to disappear.   
(3)  The New Covenant ordinances are more spiritual.   
 

(e)  Through these charges they thought they had him:  but ultimately, they 
were wrong – God would again deliver His child from their reach.   

(f)  Remember, even if we are called by God to seal our testimony with 
our blood, we don’t lose, but win:  it is God’s means to bring us home 
where we will be with Christ forever.   

 
d.  We’ve seen the signs and wonders God worked through Stephen and how 

these things drew the attention of the enemy to him; and we’ve seen the 
wisdom the Lord gave Stephen to debate them, and how they had to resort to 
false testimony to trap him, even as they did Jesus.   

 
C.  Finally, let’s consider the testimony God bore regarding Stephen in the face of his 

accusers.  “And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting in the Council saw 
his face like the face of an angel” (v. 15).   
1.  The Lord wanted everyone there to know that Stephen was innocent – and He 

showed them in Stephen’s face.   
a.  When a judge looks at the accused, he generally looks to see if there is guilt 

on his face.   
b.  In this case, there wasn’t:   
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(i)  Either he had a cheerful, peaceful face of innocence, without fear or anger 
– content that he was able to give testimony of Christ.   

(ii)  Or his face was transfigured, shining with glory as Moses did when he 
stood in the presence of God, or as Jesus when He was on the Mount.   

 
2.  Either way, God was honoring His faithful witness and bringing confusion on 

the judges of Israel.   
a.  They would be sinning further if they sinned against this revelation of God.   
b.  And this is exactly what they did, further sealing their fate in AD 70.   
c.  God vindicates His servants:  He shows the world they are not guilty, so that 

when they are injured or killed, they might be held the more guilty for it.   
d.  This is the same thing He did for His Son.   

(i)  When He was put on trial, no one could justly accuse Him (John 8:46).   
(ii)  Pilate washed his hands of the guilt of His execution (Matt. 27:24).   
(iii)  God vindicated Jesus – this was to show us that His death was not for 

His sins, but for ours.   
(iv)  The Table reminds us that Jesus died – not for crimes He committed, but 

for crimes we committed.   
(v)  It reminds us that everyone who trusts in Him will have his or her sins 

removed and have a full pardon.   
(vi)  If you haven’t trusted in Jesus, do so now – repent and believe in Him.   
(vii)  But if you have, prepare to come to the Table to eat and drink to your 

building up in Christ.   
(viii)  This evening, we’ll look at a sample of the wisdom God gave Stephen 

to bear witness to the Gospel before the Council.   
(ix)  But for now, let’s look for the blessing God has for us through His Son’s 

death in the Lord’s Table.  Amen.   


