
 

“Stand Firm in the Grace of God!” 
(1 Peter 5:12-14) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  We come now to the end of this first letter of Peter which was written some two 
thousand years ago to the church of Christ which was then under persecution.  Since this letter 
was actually inspired by the Holy Spirit, and given to the church as a whole, we need to remember 
that it was addressed to us as well, to give us direction, instruction, guidance and encouragement 
as we continue to undergo the trials and tribulations of this life, those things which Christ said 
would come upon us if we would follow Him.   
 There is no real theme which ties together the remaining portion of the letter.  It is really a 
series of closing remarks which Peter gave to his audience.  In it we see a closing exhortation, a 
personal note of greeting, an exhortation to love, and a blessing of peace.  Let us now take a brief 
look at each of these as we close this letter, and this Lord’s day, with these last two verses.   
 
I.  First, Peter Makes Reference to the One Who Actually Delivered This Letter to His 

Audience.   
A.  His name was Sylvanus.   

1.  Now perhaps you don’t immediately recognize who this man is, but you will probably 
recognize the other name by which he is called in Scripture, namely, Silas.   
a.  A.T. Robertson, a Greek scholar, has pointed out in his massive Grammar, that it is 

not uncommon in Greek for there to be both long and short forms for names, and he 
lists several with the same characteristics of Sylvanus’.   

b.  This man, which Peter refers to, is the same man who was closely associated with the 
apostle Paul.  He was the one whom Paul chose when he departed on his second 
missionary journey, instead of Barnabas and Mark.  He is the one who, with Paul, 
carried the decisions which were determined at the first General Assembly of 
Jerusalem in Acts 15 by means of letter to the Gentile churches.  He is also the one 
who suffered for the cause of the Gospel with Paul when they were imprisoned in 
Philippi for their casting out of the demon from the girl who was a fortune-teller, and 
for preaching the Gospel.   

 
2.  This man was not only an associate of Paul, he was also one who worked closely with 

Peter.   
a.  Why does this man’s name surface again and again?  Faithful workers were not easy 

to find in those days, and such is the still the case today.   
b.  Remember that Paul said of Timothy, “For I have no one else of kindred spirit who 

will genuinely be concerned for your welfare.  For they all seek after their own 
interests, not those of Christ Jesus.  But you know of his proven worth that he served 
with me in the furtherance of the gospel like a child serving his father” (Phil. 2:20-22).   

c.  This should be both an exhortation and an encouragement to us as well to strive to be 
faithful to the Lord.  Do you have the desire to be used of the Lord?  Then place 
yourself at His disposal.  He is looking for those whom He can use.  The author of 
the book of Chronicles wrote, “For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout 
the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His” (2 Chr. 
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16:9).  Give you heart completely to Him, and He will use you and support you.   
d.  Christ said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  

Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest” (Matt. 
9:37-38).   

e.  We must not only pray that the Lord will send them, we must also make ourselves 
wholly available to Him, that He might send us!   

f.  Sylvanus was the Lord’s faithful worker in the Gospel.   
 

3.  But what exactly was it that Sylvanus did?   
a.  Peter here says that he had written to them through Sylvanus.  This might mean that 

he was Peter’s amanuensis, or secretary.  It was not uncommon for someone in that 
time frame to use someone like this to write while they dictated.   

b.  In Romans 16:22, at the end of Paul’s letter, we read, “I, Tertius, who write this letter, 
greet you in the Lord.”  Tertius was the one to whom Paul dictated this letter.   

c.  On the other hand, Paul also wrote letters with his own hand.  He writes in Galatians 
6:11, “See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand.”   

d.  Sylvanus could have written the letter as Peter’s secretary.   
e.  But another possibility is that he was the one by whose hand Peter had sent the letter.  

Although it appears by what is said that Sylvanus was the one through whom he wrote 
the letter, very similar language is used in the Greek to describe the sending of a letter 
in Acts 15:23, where Luke records, “And they sent the letter by them.”  Which is 
literally translated, “Having written through their hand.”   

f.  This would explain why Peter here calls him “faithful.”  He was one who was 
trustworthy, upon whom Peter could rely to take the precious letter to those who so 
desperately needed its instruction and encouragement.   

g.  The phrase in the Greek, “For so I regard him,” has to do with a conclusion one 
reaches after close observation.  Peter had observed Silas over a period of time.  He 
had seen that he was one who could be trusted in the work.   

h.  Undoubtedly, through his observation he had also arrived at the conclusion that Silas 
was a true believer, for he calls him not only faithful, but also a brother.   

i.  Jesus said that a tree is known by the fruits that it produces.  If it produces bad fruit, it 
is a bad tree.  If it produces good fruit, it is a good tree.  A good tree does not bear 
bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.   

j.  Peter must have observed that Silas was not doing things which were inconsistent 
with a Christian profession, but was bringing forth the good fruits which were 
consistent with it.  Hence, he calls Silas a faithful brother.   

k.  It would be good for us to consider this as well, as we would judge ourselves and 
others.  Are we Christians?  Are we truly born again?  The Scripture calls us to 
self-examination, not once in a life-time, but frequently.  Is the good fruit of God’s 
Spirit present in our lives?  Then we are His children.  Is it not there, in any 
measure?  Then we are not.  And if it is not we must seek the Lord to change our 
hearts that we may bring forth fruit, good fruit, the fruit of righteousness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord.  We must seek God for His grace and mercy that we 
might believe on His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and in believing, that we might have 
life in His name.   

l.  But we must also use this as an indicator for others.  Shall I embrace this person or 
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that as a brother or sister.  Should the Session receive this man or that woman as a 
communicating member?  Now certainly no one is infallible, and we might very well 
make mistakes on one side or the other.  Thankfully, our determination has nothing to 
do with that person’s real state.  But the Lord does call us to situations where we must 
make a judgment for ourselves.  The criteria again must be not only the absence of 
things which are contrary to God’s word -- absence not absolutely, but as a basic 
pattern of life -- and the presence of positive acts of love and faithfulness to the Lord, 
again as a pattern of life.  By this we will be able to judge, as best we are able, 
whether or not we or anyone else ought to be embraced as a child of God.  A bare 
profession is not enough!   

m.  The point here is that Peter had so observed Silas, and found him to be both faithful 
and a brother.  And therefore he entrusted this letter into his hands to deliver to those 
whom God determined needed that exhortation.   

 
4.  With regard to the letter, Peter says it is brief.   

a.  And it really is brief.  It is only five chapters long, as Stephanus had originally 
divided the chapters.  It would take a slow reader only 15 minutes to read it in its 
entirety.   

b.  The author to the Hebrews also calls his letter brief, although it is 13 chapters in 
length and would take much longer to read.   

c.  And yet the fullness and richness of both books is amazing.  Both contain so much 
material in so short a length.  This is another way in which it evidences itself to be the 
Word of God.   

d.  If you were to write five chapters, or thirteen chapters, of your thoughts onto paper, 
how long do you think it would take for someone else to fully comprehend what you 
said?  But look at how long we have been in this letter trying to grasp its wisdom and 
truth.  One of the longest commentaries ever written, to my knowledge, is the one by 
John Owen on the book of Hebrews.  After two introductory volumes on areas related 
to some of its major themes, he writes five more volumes of commentary, totaling 
over 3500 pages in its thirteen chapters!  He certainly could say with the apostle Paul 
after having written it, “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out” (Rom. 
11:33)!   

e.  Peter’s letter is brief, but its content shows that it is not merely the writing of man, 
but that of God.   

 
II.  But with Regard to His Letter, Peter Gives His Readers an Exhortation.   

A.  He states that he has already been exhorting them and testifying to them that this is the true 
grace of God.   
1.  His letter has been an exhortation to them to persevere under trial and affliction.  He has 

also exhorted them to holiness in many different areas of life.  To repeat them here 
would be to repeat much of what we have already taken several weeks to discover.   

2.  But it has also been a testimony to the grace of God.  It has been a witness to us that no 
matter what trial we will have to endure, no matter how much we will have to suffer, if 
we have truly trusted in Christ Jesus as our Savior and are really submitting ourselves to 
Him as our Lord, then the grace by which He called us into fellowship with Himself will 
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also sustain us to the end of our pilgrimage on earth.   
3.  We don’t deserve it, that is why it is called grace, but it is something which God is 

pleased to give us on a daily basis so that we might persevere even under the very worst 
of trials.   

 
B.  Since this life which Peter has described is the result of God’s grace, and it is the truth, 

therefore, we are to stand firm in it.   
1.  Grace is to be found only in Christ as He is offered in the Gospel.   
2.  This Gospel which promises us life through Christ also promises that we will have to 

endure persecution, trial and suffering throughout life.   
3.  We must therefore protect ourselves against any teaching which will lead us in any other 

direction.  We must stand firm!  And we must stand in that grace which God gives us 
through these trials.   
a.  In order to stand firm in the day of trial, we must stand firmly in His grace in Christ.   
b.  In order to be able to do this, we must stand firmly on the truth, for standing on a lie 

will not save us or protect us.   
c.  We must therefore resist any teaching which will lead us away from the truth and 

continue to stand firmly on God’s truth.   
d.  There is surely no shortage of false gospels today.  Besides those offered to us by 

Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons, there are also those so-called evangelists who 
promise that if you come to Christ, He will fulfill all of your lusts and desires for 
worldly possessions.  He will also guarantee you perfect  health and nothing shall be 
able to harm you in any sense.   

e.  Now certainly a Gospel which promises a painless life and a life of ease would be 
much more attractive to a natural man than the truth.  But to the regenerate man, no 
lie will do him any good at all.  He wants the truth; he must stand in the truth, or he is 
standing in quicksand, and he will soon sink into the depths of the earth and into hell.   

f.  We must stand firm in the Gospel which was once for all delivered to the saints (Jude 
3).  We must stand in the truth and not be tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine 
(Eph. 4:14).  We must never fail to stand in Christ and to pick up every cross which 
He has ordained for us that we may stand on the solid ground, the rock of ages.  This 
is the only way in which we can stand in God’s grace.   

 
III.  Next, Peter Sends Greetings from Those Who Were With Him.  He says, “She who is 

in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and so does my son Mark.”   
A.  There is some debate as to who is being referred to here as “she.”   

1.  Some believe that it is a particular woman.  Certainly, there have been others in 
Scripture referred to, but not named, and presumably the readers understood who was 
meant (2 Cor. 8:18; 12:18).   

2.  Others believe that it was a church that Peter was referring to, for the word “church” in 
the Greek is feminine, which would account for the fact that the one he makes reference 
to is a woman.   

 
B.  There is certainly no question as to who Mark is.   

1.  Peter calls him his son, which is not to be understood as his natural son, but as his son in 
the Gospel.   
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2.  Whether or not Peter led Mark to Christ we can’t be sure, but what is certain is that 
Mark served Peter in the Gospel in a similar way in which Timothy served Paul.   

3.  And since Peter refers to him as his son, we must assume that their relationship was 
close.  Sometimes relationships between spiritual brethren are much closer than those 
which exist within families.  This is especially true if your family members are outside 
of Christ.   

 
C.  Notice that this “woman” and Mark send greetings.   

1.  Did they know these other believers to whom Peter writes?   
2.  Were they all together at one time and persecution scattered them abroad?  That is 

possible.   
3.  But it may merely be a reference to the fellowship of the saints that exists within the 

body of Christ.   
a.  When you truly love the Lord, and you meet someone else who also loves Him, there 

is an immediate bond which you recognize as existing between you.   
b.  You have something in common, something much deeper than any other relationship 

on earth, certainly something which is more spiritual.   
c.  This is what you would experience with all who are in Christ, if you were to meet 

them.  Knowing that this is true, you know that you already love and are loved by all 
Christians.  They are your brethren, and you are all part of one body.  One day you 
will share with them a perfect and heavenly love for all eternity.  But the wonderful 
thing is that you already experience this on earth.   

d.  This woman, or church, and Mark, perhaps recognized this, and so they send their 
greetings along with Peter to show that they do love and care for these brethren to 
whom he writes, these who have been chosen and marked out by God in eternity to be 
their brethren in one family, under one Head, forever.   

 
D.  Perhaps the most controversial aspect of this greeting is exactly where it originates.   

1.  It is from “she who is in Babylon.”  Does Peter mean to say that he and this woman and 
Mark were all in the ancient city of Babylon, the one built by Nimrod, the one ruled by 
Nebuchadnezzar, to which the OT people of Israel were exiled for their sins against God?   

2.  There is some disagreement here.   
a.  At this time in history, Babylon was small and obscure.   
b.  Apparently there is no definite historical evidence that Peter or Mark ever visited 

there.   
c.  And although there is some evidence that there were Jews still living in that region, 

there isn’t any evidence of a Christian church ever existing there.   
d.  It is quite possible that Peter was writing from Rome.  After all, Rome is to the NT 

church what Babylon was to the OT church.  It was the center of government and 
power, and also a major source of persecution against the church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.   

e.  Rome was even referred to as Babylon in the book of Revelation.  In Revelation 17, 
we read about a woman clothed in purple and scarlet and wearing many jewels, who 
rides upon a scarlet beast with seven heads and ten horns.  “And upon her forehead a 
name was written, a mystery, ‘BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 
HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH’” (Rev. 17:5).   
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f.  Who is this woman?  We learn who she is in the next few verses.  John writes, “Here 
is the mind which has wisdom.  The seven heads are seven mountains on which the 
woman sits. . . . And the woman whom you saw is the great city, which reigns over the 
kings of the earth” (Rev. 17:9, 18).  This is a clear reference to the city of Rome.  
Rome is the woman, who has written on her forehead the name of Babylon.  This 
could very well be the place from which Peter wrote.   

 
IV.  Finally, Peter Gives a Closing Exhortation and a Blessing.   

A.  His exhortation is, “Greet one another with a kiss of love.”   
1.  This, as we saw this morning, was a common greeting, and it was a symbol of brotherly 

love.  Peter obviously did not mean here a romantic kiss.   
2.  Paul also exhorts his congregations to this in several places, such as Romans 16:16, 

where he writes, “Greet one another with a holy kiss.”   
3.  A handshake really doesn’t approximate this.  A hug is perhaps a bit closer.  But 

certainly, if you can embrace one another as brethren and show real affection to one 
another, it will much harder to become angry or bitter with each other.   

4.  This is an exhortation to love one another, something which can speak volumes to us.  
As our Lord Himself told us, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will 
know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35).   

 
B.  And lastly, he leaves them with this blessing, “Peace be to you all who are in Christ.”   

1.  He appeals to God to bless them with His peace, the peace which is in Christ Jesus.   
2.  You may or may not have peace in the world.   

a.  From Peter’s letter, it appears as though warfare may be more the norm.  But in 
Christ, you will always have peace.   

b.  You will have peace knowing that God has owned you and that ultimately nothing 
can harm you.   

c.  You will therefore have the peace of Christ which passes all understanding and which 
will endure any trial.   

d.  And you will have peace knowing that you have a glorious future waiting for you in 
heaven with your Lord, when He finally calls for you to come home to Him.   

 
3.  There is no peace for those who are outside of Christ.  Outside of Christ there is only 

God’s wrath and judgment.  In the day His justice is vindicated, they will all be swept 
away.  But for those of you in Christ, there is peace.   

4.  May God grant you peace in knowing this, and may He fill you with strength to stand 
firm in His grace.  Amen.   


