
“Spiritual Warfare” 

(2 Corinthians 2:11) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This is now our third week of the Reformation Series, giving us another opportunity to 

break ground on a very important topic.   

a.  The first week, we considered Richard Sibbes and The Bruised Reed, which 

reminded us:   

(i)  The Lord will bruise us that He might bring us to Himself in mercy.   

(ii)  He will bruise us as Christians that we might learn to depend more on His grace 

and not ourselves and that we might grow in grace.   

(iii)  But He will never break us – He will not place on us more than we can bear or 

cast us away if we fail – but He will bring us to heaven.   

 

b.  Last week, we considered Jeremiah Burroughs and The Rare Jewel of Christian 

Contentment, which showed us:   

(i)  That it is our duty to be content in every situation.   

(ii)  And that this contentment is to be rooted in the fact that whatever the Lord 

brings into our lives, He really does mean it for our good and will work it together 

to that end.   

 

2.  This morning, we’ll want to break ground on another very important Puritan and topic:  

Thomas Brooks and Precious Remedies against Satan’s Devices, a book on spiritual 

warfare.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  It’s important for us as believers to know that we are at war and what we’re up against 

in this war so that we’ll be prepared.   

a.  Our tendency today is not to take seriously the fact that  the devil really exists.   

(i)  Those in the world for the most part think he’s some kind of myth.  If they talk 

about him at all, it’s usually in the context of some kind of joke.   

(ii)  But as Christians, we should know better.  Peter writes, “Be of sober spirit, be 

on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same 

experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the 

world” (1 Pet. 5:8-9).   

 

b.  If we do take seriously the fact he exists, we tend to think that he doesn’t have 

anything to do with us, but only with those more important than ourselves.   

(i)  We shouldn’t think this considering what we just read from Peter.   

(ii)  The devil prowls about looking for an opportunity to destroy us; we are exhorted 

to be on the alert, so that the devil won’t catch us off guard.   
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c.  We don’t realize how much he hates God, and therefore how much he wants to 

destroy those who are made in God’s image, especially those He has redeemed.  

Brooks writes, “Satan being fallen from light to darkness, from felicity to misery, 

from heaven to hell, from an angel to a devil, is so full of malice and envy that he 

will leave no means unattempted, whereby he may make all others eternally 

miserable with himself; he being shut out of heaven, and shut up ‘under the chains of 

darkness till the judgment of the great day’ (Jude 6), makes use of all his power and 

skill to bring all the sons of men into the same condition and condemnation with 

himself.”   

d.  Perhaps we also don’t understand just how vulnerable we are:  “Satan hath cast such 

sinful seed into our souls, that now he can no sooner tempt, but we are ready to 

assent; he can no sooner have a plot upon us, but he makes a conquest of us.  If he 

doth but show men a little of the beauty and bravery [finery] of the world, how ready 

are they to fall down and worship him!” (Precious Remedies).   

e.  Since this is the case, we would be wise to spend some time considering how Satan 

will attack us and what we can do to defend ourselves.   

 

2.  This morning, we’re going to look at the fact that Satan is a real threat; and this 

evening, we’ll consider what we can do against his attacks.  So for now, let’s consider 

two things:   

a.  First, the warning Paul gives to the Corinthians against Satan’s schemes.  

b.  Second, the fact that Satan is a real threat that we need to reckon with.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider the warning Paul gives to the Corinthians against Satan’s schemes.   

1.  It appears that the man Paul refers to in verses 5-8 was the man who was guilty of 

incest, but who has now repented and should be received back into the church.   

a.  Paul had previously ordered that the man be put out of the church for his sin of incest 

(1 Cor. 5:1-2).  He did this for several reasons.   

(i)  First, for the purity of the church.   

(a)  If we tolerate sin in each other, it won’t be long before we begin to commit 

those same sins.   

(b)  But if we deal with sin in a righteous way, it will not only help sanctify those 

who are in sin, it will keep us from falling into the same sins   

 

(ii)  Second, for the peace of the church.   

(a)  The more sin we tolerate, the more we quench and grieve the Spirit; and the 

more we quench and grieve the Spirit, the less we will love each other and 

overlook one another’s sins.   

(b)  But if we deal with sin in a righteous way, we will keep from quenching the 

Spirit and so enjoy more of His love and the unity that love brings.   

 

(iii)  Third, it could very well have the happy effect of turning that man away from 

his sins.   

(a)  “I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, 

so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus” (v. 5).   
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(b)  If the man was handed over to Satan to afflict him (v. 5), he might actually be 

brought to repentance and back into the fellowship of the church.   

(c)  This also tells us, by the way, that as long as we are in fellowship with the 

church, we are in some ways shielded from Satan’s attacks.   

(d)  Satan would do more to harm us if the Lord was not holding him in check.   

 

b.  From what we read in our passage, it appears that the Corinthians had dealt with the 

man accordingly, that he had repented, and that now they were to receive him back 

as a brother.   

(i)  Paul writes, “Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which was inflicted by 

the majority, so that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him, 

otherwise such a one might be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.  Wherefore I 

urge you to reaffirm your love for him” (2 Cor. 2:6-8).   

(ii)  Jerome once wrote, “Let a man grieve for his sin, and then joy for his grief” 

(25), at least he should if his grief causes him to look to Christ.   

(iii)  Brooks warns, “That sorrow for sin that keeps the soul from looking towards 

the mercy-seat, and that keeps Christ and the soul asunder, or that shall render the 

soul unfit for the communion of saints, is a sinful sorrow” (26).   

 

2.  But there was another reason why the Corinthians should receive him back:  so that 

Satan would not take advantage of them (v. 11).   

a.  Paul is referring here to one of two things:   

(i)  Either that Satan would have taken advantage of them if they hadn’t put the man 

out (v. 9):  this would have had the effect of polluting the purity and disturbing 

the purity of the church.   

(ii)  Or that he would take advantage of them if they didn’t receive him back in (v. 

10), which would have the effect of hardening their hearts and possibly destroying 

the man they wouldn’t forgive.   

(iii)  Very likely, he is referring to both situations.  John Gill writes, “Satan gets an 

advantage of the churches, when church discipline is brought into neglect and 

contempt, or turned into tyranny; or when he can draw off any person from a 

church, or keep him out of it:  wherefore the apostle’s argument is, that since the 

incestuous person had true repentance for his sin, he ought to be forgiven, 

comforted, and received into the church; lest by too great severity, and a too long 

continuance of the censure on him, he should be either plunged into despair, or be 

drawn into a denial of the faith, or into an open scandalous course of wickedness; 

and so the church entirely lose a member, that might, by the proper use of 

discipline, have been an useful one, and Satan gain one” (Commentary).   

 

b.  Paul warns the Corinthians so that Satan won’t get the advantage and injure both 

them and the man in question.   

 

B.  This brings us to the second point:  we can’t afford to be ignorant of how Satan works, 

because he is a real threat that we need to reckon with.   

1.  Let’s consider two other passages.   
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a.  In Ephesians 6:11, we read, “Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to 

stand firm against the schemes of the devil.”   

(i)  The Greek word used here for “schemes” is methodeia, from which we get the 

word “method.”    

(ii)  It’s only used in a negative sense in the NT where it’s translated “craftiness, 

cunning, deception,” or in the plural, “stratagems, cunning attacks, tricks.”   

(iii)  Satan has his methods, his tricks of deception, like so many snares the hunter 

lays out to bag his prey, to cause each one of us to fall into sin.   

(iv)  That’s why Paul exhorts us to put on our only defense – God’s full armor – so 

that we’ll be able to stand against him.  Satan is stronger than we are, but not 

stronger than God.   

(v)  This is also why it’s important for us to be aware of his schemes so that we can 

avoid or overcome them.   

 

b.  The other passage is 2 Timothy 2:24-26, “And the Lord’s bond-servant must not be 

quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness 

correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance 

leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape 

from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.”   

(i)  One of Satan’s most potent weapons is the lie.  Jesus said of him, “Whenever he 

speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies” 

(John 8:44).  By promoting his lies as truth, he misleads many.   

(ii)  Paul tells Timothy that he must know the truth and be able to teach it in a 

gracious way, so that those who are held captive by Satan might come to their 

senses – be enabled to think right again (Friberg) – and escape his snare.   

 

2.  Satan does in fact have many schemes to try and trap us.   

a.  Consider a few quotes from Brooks Precious Remedies against Satan’s Devices both 

to enforce this point and to whet your appetite for what we will look at this evening.   

(i)  “Whatever sin the heart of man is most prone to, that the devil will help forward.  

If David be proud of his people, Satan will provoke him to number them, that he 

may be yet prouder (2 Sam. 24).  If Peter be slavishly fearful, Satan will put him 

upon rebuking and denying of Christ, to save his own skin (Matt. 16:22; 26:69-

75).  If Ahab’s prophets be given to flatter, the devil will straightway become a 

lying spirit in the mouths of four hundred of them, and they shall flatter Ahab to 

his ruin (1 Kings 22).  If Judas will be a traitor, Satan will quickly enter into his 

heart, and make him sell his master for money, which some heathens would never 

have done (John 13:2).  If Ananias will lie for advantage, Satan will fill his heart 

that he may lie, with a witness, to the Holy Ghost (Acts 5:3).  Satan loves to sail 

with the wind, and to suit men’s temptations to their conditions and inclinations.  

If they be in prosperity, he will tempt them to deny God (Prov. 30:9); if they be in 

adversity, he will tempt them to distrust God; if their knowledge be weak, he will 

tempt them to have low thoughts of God; if their conscience be tender, he will 

tempt them to scrupulosity; if large; to carnal security; if bold-spirited, he will 

tempt to presumption; if timorous, to desperation; if flexible, to inconstancy 

(infidelity); if stiff, to inpenitency.   
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(ii)  “From the power, malice and skill of Satan, doth proceed all the soul-killing 

plots, devices, stratagems, and machinations, that be in the world.  Several devises 

he hath to draw souls to sin, and several plots he hath to keep souls from all holy 

and heavenly services, and several stratagems he hath to keep souls in a 

mourning, staggering, doubting and questioning condition.   

(iii)  “He hath several devises to destroy the great and honourable, the wise and 

learned, the blind and ignorant, the rich and the poor, the real and the nominal 

saints.   

(iv)  “One while he will restrain from tempting, that we may think ourselves secure, 

and neglect our watch; another while he will seem to fly, that he may make us 

proud of the victory; one while he will fix men’s eyes on others’ sins than their 

own, that he may puff them up; other while he may fix their eyes more on other’s 

graces than they own, that he may overwhelm them.   

(v)  “A man may as well tell the stars, and number the sands of the sea, as reckon up 

all the Devices of Satan” (15-17).   

  

C.  In closing, let me encourage you to return this evening to consider some of these devices 

and their remedies.   

1.  As we’ve seen, Satan is very real and his work is very effective.   

2.  We need to learn how to recognize his snares and, more importantly, how to counter 

them.   

3.  From what we’re already seen, know that he will be working overtime to keep you from 

returning.   

a.  He doesn’t want his plans to be exposed, since he will have a harder time deceiving 

you; and so he will try to convince you not to come.   

c.  Don’t listen to him.  Be here if you can, and learn how to fight successfully against 

him.  Amen.   


