
“Spiritual Warfare in Philippi” 
(Acts 16:16-24)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation:  Luke has brought us in his account to the beginning of the church at 

Philippi.   
1.  The Lord had shown Paul, Silas, Timothy, and Luke that it was now His timing 

and will that the Gospel be preached in Macedonia.   
a.  To direct them there, He gave Paul, by His Spirit, a dream:  a man of 

Macedonia standing and appealing to them to come and help.   
b.  They immediately obeyed, taking a direct route into Macedonia 
 

2.  But when they arrived, they didn’t find the man or a group of men.   
a.  There apparently wasn’t even a synagogue there to preach in.   
b.  But there was a place of prayer.   

(i)  On the Sabbath, they went there and found a group of women, God-
fearers, who had met together for worship.   

(ii)  Not being one to let any opportunity slip through his fingers, Paul 
preached to them.   

(iii)  The Lord also worked with him, opening the heart of one of them – 
Lydia – to respond to the Gospel.   

(iv)  Lydia believed and was baptized, her household as well, and she opened 
her house to these men to provide for their needs as long as they labored 
there.   

(v)  Here was the foundation of the Philippian Church.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  But of course, with every intrusion of the kingdom of heaven into enemy 

territory, there is a reaction from the enemy.   
a.  On another trip to this place of prayer – most likely to continue to minister to 

those gathering there – they were met by a woman who was demon-
possessed, a fortune-teller, who was a slave.   

b.  She continued to follow them, crying out in a loud voice as she went who 
these men were and what they were there to do.   

c.  After several days of this, Paul finally turned to the woman and commanded 
the spirit to leave her.   

d.  The woman was freed immediately, but her masters were angry.   
e.  And for Paul’s good work of casting out that demon, both he and Silas were 

thrown into prison.   
 

2.  This morning, we’re looking at an example of the spiritual warfare that we as 
Christians will have to face as we do the work Christ calls us to.  What we’ll 
want to consider are two things:   
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a.  First, that Satan will do everything he can to attack us personally to keep us 
from advancing Christ’s cause.   

b.  And second, when he sees that a personal attack won’t be enough, he will 
mobilize his followers to try and stop us.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  Satan will do everything he can to attack us personally:  to discredit us, to frustrate 
what we are attempting to do for the Lord.  First we see the encounter Paul, Silas, 
Timothy and Luke had with a demon-possessed slave girl.  “It happened that as we 
were going to the place of prayer, a slave-girl having a spirit of divination met us, 
who was bringing her masters much profit by fortune-telling” (v. 16).   
1.  First, we see that she was a slave, and not free.   

a.  This was not uncommon in those days.   
b.  But what this means is that she had an owner, someone she belongs to, who 

would benefit from her ability.   
 

2.  Second, we see that she had a spirit of divination.   
a.  The word in the Greek is �������(puthon) or Python.  “Python was the name 

given to the serpent that kept guard at Delphi, slain by Apollo, who was 
called ���	
����

�and the prophetess at Delphi was termed Pythia. 
Certainly Luke does not mean to credit Apollo with a real existence (1Co 
8:4). But Plutarch (A.D. 50-100) says that the term ��������was applied to 
ventriloquists (�������	���
	). In the LXX those with familiar spirits are 
called by this word ventriloquists (Le 19:31; 20:6,27, including the witch of 
Endor 1Sa 28:7). It is possible that this slave girl had this gift of prophecy ‘by 
soothsaying’ (������
����)” (Robertson’s Word Pictures).   

b.  She was making money for her masters by fortune-telling:   
(i)  If someone was robbed, someone would come to her to catch the thief.   
(ii)  If something was lost, they would come to her to find it.   
(iii)  Some would come to find out what was going to happen in the future.  

Does this mean the devil predict the future?  No.  Only God can.  
However, the devil can predict something that he is going to bring about, 
just as he can cure someone’s sickness if he is the one whose oppression is 
making them sick in the first place.   

(iv)  But no one would come without the price of divination, which is how 
she would make money for her masters.   

 
3.  Third, Luke tells us what she was doing:  “Following after Paul and us, she kept 

crying out, saying, ‘These men are bond-servants of the Most High God, who 
are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.’” (v. 17).   
a.  What she said was true:  They were the bond-servants of the Lord.   

(i)  Everyone who trusts in Christ is Christ’s bond-servant, called to submit to 
His yoke and to be His servant.   

(ii)  This is what they had done, which is why they were serving the Lord in 
such a variety of dangerous situations.   
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b.  And, yes, they were proclaiming the way of salvation:  they were armed with 
the Gospel, the only message the Lord uses to save souls, to justify His elect.   

c.  The big question is why was this spirit of divination doing something that 
seemed to helping them rather than hindering them?   
(i)  Was Satan divided against himself?   

(a)  No.  There must have another reason, a sinister one.   
(b)  Since he has fallen, his one goal has been to thwart God in everything 

he does.   
 

(ii)  Perhaps this is a situation like Legion, who also declared who Jesus was.   
(a)  Maybe she had no choice, the Spirit of God was forcing her to become 

the herald of the Gospel.   
(b)  The Lord certainly does use Satan to do His will.   

(1)  Everything that happens is God’s decree; therefore everything the 
devil does is decreed by God.   

(2)  He uses the sins of men to accomplish His holy purposes in the 
same way.   

 
(iii)  Or perhaps the spirit was trying to gain an advantage by telling the truth 

about them, to make it look as though she was on their side.   
(a)  This might give her more clout, so that more would come to her.   
(b)  Sometimes the devil comes as an angel of light to deceive us (2 Cor. 

11:14); he appears to be helping the work, while he undermines it.   
(c)  He did this during the Great Awakening by driving people to many 

excesses.   
(d)  He does this today by wedding just enough of God’s truth to his lies to 

make them acceptable and palatable to many, making them think they 
have God’s truth, when they actually believe a lie that can destroy 
them:  e.g., Roman Catholics, Islam, JWs, Mormons, Apostolic 
Church, UPC, etc.   

 
(iv)  Perhaps the demon did this simply to distract or hinder them in their 

work:   
(a)  After all, who would want a demon-possessed girl, a know fortune 

teller, following you around as you’re seeking to serve the Lord, 
heralding your arrival wherever you went?   

(b)  Satan will always do what he can to upset, frustrate, anger, and 
discourage us.   

(c)  He knows our hot-buttons; he knows what gets to us the quickest.   
(d)  He know our weaknesses, and this is where he will attack first to try 

and get us to turn aside.   
 

4.  She did this as long as she could, until Paul finally put an end to it.   
a.  Paul allowed this to go on for many days, perhaps being patient.   
b.  But his patience finally reached an end, and being greatly annoyed – a word 

that means strongly provoked, irked, angry, in this case, righteously angry – 
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he turned to the woman and commanded the spirit possessing her to come out 
in the name of Jesus Christ, and it came out at that moment.   
(i)  Notice here the superior authority of the Lord over the evil one.   
(ii)  When God wills the enemy do something, he must submit.   
(iii)  He doesn’t have the power to resist God; nothing can resist Him; 

nothing can refuse to submit to the authority of Jesus Christ.   
(iv)  This is the superior power that works in us and for us as we go to fight 

against the enemy in our spiritual warfare.   
 

c.  And so first, the enemy attacks at a person level.  If he can stop us there, then 
he has achieved his goal.  But if not, he moves to stage two.   

 
B.  Second, when he sees that a personal attack will not dissuade us, he will use others 

to stop us.  “But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they 
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the 
authorities” (v. 19)   
1.  Satan wasn’t finished:  When he saw that he couldn’t frustrate their plans 

through the woman, he moved on the hearts of those who owned her, provoking 
them where it hurt the most:  the loss of their precious money.   
a.  They saw their hope of profiting through her was gone:   

(i)  Apparently, it was immediately evident by her behavior.   
(ii)  Perhaps she appeared as one waking up from a bad dream.   
 

b.  And so they took them into the marketplace before the authorities.   
(i)  Notice that Timothy and Luke were not arrested, but Paul and Silas were.   
(ii)  Probably because they were the main speakers.   
 

c.  They bore false witness against them before the court, because of their 
bitterness (vv. 20-21).   
(i)  Notice, the issue wasn’t the casting out of the demon, but with stirring up 

dissention, being Jews – the Jews were known for being a very stubborn 
and tenacious race, among all those conquered by Rome, they alone were 
allowed to worship their own God, since the alternative would have been a 
prolonged war with them and most likely their extinction – and with 
promoting customs which it wasn’t lawful for Romans to accept or 
observe.   

(ii)  When Satan can’t use the truth against us to condemn us, he will use lies.   
 

d.  And of course, the crowd and the authorities believed their story, tore off 
their robes and ordered them to be beaten.   
(i)  They believed them because they were inclined to believe them – being 

under the dominion of the evil one and their own sins – and not to believe 
Paul and Silas.   

(ii)  Later, Paul will protest that they are Roman citizens and had the right of 
trial.  Why they didn’t mention it here was probably due to the fact that 
they were mobbed and not given the chance to speak.   
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e.  After they were severely beaten, they were thrown into inner prison and their 

feet were put in the stocks, to make their stay even more uncomfortable (vv. 
23-24).   

f.  If Satan couldn’t silence them by turning them off the path, then he would do 
it by force.   

 
2.  But this wouldn’t stop them either, as we’ll see next time.  The Lord will use 

this to convert the Philippian jailer and his household, further establishing the 
church in Philippi.   
a.  Paul and Silas were willing to suffer these attacks of the enemy, if by so 

doing they could advance the kingdom of Christ.   
(i)  Paul will later write that he bore on his body the brand-marks of Christ 

(Gal. 6:17).   
(ii)  All this hatred and abuse was meant for Jesus, even though it was 

inflicted on Paul and Silas.   
(iii)  All who love the Lord Jesus will be hated as He was hated (John 15:18).   
(iv)  But it isn’t a burden for the Christian to bear these marks.  It is an honor.  

Paul wore them as a badge, not in shame.   
 

b.  We do need to bear in mind from these things, that when we strike a blow at 
Satan’s kingdom, he will fight back.   
(i)  He will attack us from within and from without.   
(ii)  We might be persecuted or injured.  We may even need to lay down our 

lives for the Gospel   
(iii)  But this shouldn’t dissuade us:  We need to steer a straight course and 

persevere no matter what Satan might throw at us.   
(iv)  Remember, what he does or doesn’t do is not within his control, but in 

God’s.   
(v)  Satan would destroy us at any moment, if he could, but he can’t.   
(vi)  And so anything that he is able to do is only because of God’s will.   
(vii)  And if God has willed it, we can’t stop it and shouldn’t want to, because 

He will work even these things for His glory and for our good.   
(viii)  Let’s be encouraged by this not to be afraid, but to trust and to do what 

God calls us to do.   
(ix)  He is far stronger than our enemy.  He is the Lord.  Amen.   


