
“Spiritual Decline” 
(Genesis 4; 6:1-6)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  From the time of the Fall and redemption of man, God’s kingdom began to 
grow.   
a.  It began with the redemption of Adam and Eve.   
b.  They had sided with the evil one and fell away from God.   
c.  But Christ immediately stood up and claimed them as His own.   

(i)  He stood before His Father and interceded for them.   
(ii)  He made a promise to them of His coming to destroy the devil.   
(iii)  He covered their nakedness with a type of His sacrifice.   
(iv)  And He subdued their hearts to Himself.   
(v)  In other words, He saved them.   
 

2.  That redemptive kingdom continued to grow in the days of Enosh.   
a.  At that time, the Lord began to pour out of His Spirit and gather more into 

His kingdom.   
b.  They began to call out to Him and seek that He might further glorify His 

name in light of the continual growth of the kingdom of the evil one.   
 

3.  God’s redemptive work seemed to reach its zenith in Enoch.  Through Enoch, 
the Lord gave His people both a picture of coming judgment and of future 
glorification.   
a.  Enoch prophesied of the Lord’s Coming in judgment against wickedness.   

(i)  He may have been referring to the Fall.   
(ii)  Jude applied it to His coming against Jerusalem for her crimes against 

Christ.   
(iii)  But it certainly appears to have the final judgment in view as well.   
 

b.  He was also taken bodily into heaven.   
(i)  His walk with God was so near, that God took him directly up into heaven 

before his years would naturally have come to an end.   
(a)  Enoch didn’t complain that the Lord shaved 600 years off his lifespan 

on earth.   
(b)  He was like the apostle Paul who just wanted to be with his Lord (Phil 

1:23).   
(c)  This should be an encouragement to us when faced with death, it is far 

better to be with the Lord in heaven than to remain on this earth.   
 

(ii)  But it was also a foreshadowing of what would eventually happen to all 
true believers – our bodies will one day return to the dust, but the Lord 
will raise them and glorify them along with His own glorified body.   
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d.  The work of redemption was advancing.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But we saw before, this was with a backdrop of wickedness.   
a.  It may have been because of the wickedness taking place in the city of man 

that the city of God was revived.   
b.  It may also be true that the Lord generally sends revival to gather in His 

sheep just before He brings judgment against the wicked.   
 

2.  It’s the wickedness of those days that we’ll consider for a few moments this 
morning, a wickedness that culminated in the destruction of the world.  We’ll 
see two things:   
a.  First, that the church begins to decline in number.   
b.  But second, that the Lord, to continue to advance His cause, does not allow 

her to fail.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, we see that the church begins to decline in number.   

1.  It’s very likely the church was small when compared with the rest of the world 
to begin with.   
a.  From the time Cain was banished from the presence of the Lord for killing 

his brother Abel, the church was preserved mainly in the line of Seth.  But 
Seth wasn’t born until Adam was 130 years old.   
(i)  Cain was the first son the Lord gave to Adam, soon after the Fall, which 

fall was very likely within four weeks of Adam’s being created.   
(ii)  That being the case, Cain probably had several sons and daughters before 

Seth was born.  Actually, there could have been several generations.   
(iii)  Adam and Eve continued to have children as well, since the Lord had 

blessed them with the ability to be fruitful and multiply.   
(iv)  Many of their children would also have had children.   
 

b.  What Cain said when he was banished also seems to indicate there were 
already many people on the earth, “‘Behold, You have driven me this day 
from the face of the ground; and from Your face I will be hidden, and I will 
be a vagrant and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.  
So the LORD said to him, ‘Therefore whoever kills Cain, vengeance will be 
taken on him sevenfold.’  And the LORD appointed a sign for Cain, so that 
no one finding him would slay him” (Gen. 14:4-5).   
(i)  We don’t know exactly how long it was before Cain killed Abel, but 

apparently it was long enough for the population to grow.   
(ii)  But still, the church was only a small part of the whole population.   
 

2.  But there was also an event that made it grow even smaller.   
a.  There was the apostasy that took place after that revival in the days of Enosh 

and after the translation of Enoch.   
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b.  We read in Genesis 6 that the godly line began to intermarry with the 
ungodly line.  They began to compromise.   
(i)  We read in Genesis 6, “Now it came about, when men began to multiply 

on the face of the land, and daughters were born to them, that the sons of 
God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for 
themselves, whomever they chose.  Then the LORD said, ‘My Spirit shall 
not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days 
shall be one hundred and twenty years.’  The Nephilim were on the earth 
in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the 
daughters of men, and they bore children to them.  Those were the mighty 
men who were of old, men of renown.  Then the LORD saw that the 
wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  The LORD was sorry that 
He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart” (Gen. 
6:1-6).   

(ii)  The sons of God here are not angels who cohabited with humans, since 
angels are spirits, they don’t have bodies and can’t produce offspring.   

(iii)  Neither are they demons who possessed human bodies in order to 
produce some kind of monstrous offspring.   

(iv)  This was the godly line of Seth that was tempted by the beauty of the 
ungodly line, intermarried with them, and fell away from the Lord.   

(v)  The church was becoming increasingly smaller, and was in danger of 
being extinguished.   

 
3.  As it grew smaller, the salt and light it was supposed to provide also weakened.   

a.  Satan was pulling out all the stops.   
(i)  He was trying to overthrow God’s work of redemption.   
(ii)  Men had become so wicked that every thought of the imaginations of 

their hearts was only evil continually.   
(iii)  The earth had become flooded with wickedness, as it would later 

become flooded with water.   
 

b.  We see one example of how this was affecting individuals in Lamech.   
(i)  Remember there were two Lamechs – one in the godly line, who was the 

father of Noah; and one in the ungodly line, who was a descendant of 
Cain.   

(ii)  The Lamech in Cain’s line followed in the footsteps of his forefather by 
committing murder:  “Lamech said to his wives, ‘Adah and Zillah, listen 
to my voice, you wives of Lamech, give heed to my speech, for I have 
killed a man for wounding me; and a boy for striking me” (Gen. 4:23).   

(iii)  Cain had killed his brother and made himself liable to retribution.  Now 
what if someone should find him and exact justice?   

(iv)  It appears as though in his arrogance, he considered himself far more 
worthy to be avenged than Cain, “If Cain is avenged sevenfold, then 
Lamech seventy-sevenfold” (v. 24).   
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c.  The church was growing smaller; its sanctifying effects were growing 
weaker; while Satan’s kingdom was growing stronger.   

 
B.  But second, we see that the Lord does not allow her to fail.   

1.  Satan tried with all his might to swallow up the church and had almost 
succeeded, but the Lord would not allow it.   
a.  He reserved one man for Himself, Noah, the line through which He would 

send His Son.   
b.  No matter how many branches were cut off from the covenant tree through 

the malice of Satan, God would not allow the tree to fail.   
c.  And because He wouldn’t, the gates of hell could not prevail against it.   
 

2.  In order to protect His church and to preserve a godly seed, the Lord decided to 
destroy the world through the deluge.   
a.  Since the church had shrunk down to one family – one faithful family left in 

the line of Seth, through whom the Messiah would come – He would 
preserve this family, while the rest of the world would perish.   

b.  We don’t have time to consider this now, but will take up the subject again 
next Lord’s Day.   

 
III.  Application.  For now, let’s consider a few applications.   

A.  The Church will always be small in relationship to the world.   
1.  But today it is growing smaller, as it was then.   
2.  Our effectiveness at being salt and light is also weakening, and as we grow 

weaker, wickedness is increasing 
a.  We see this in the past elections:  We do have things for which to be 

thankful; but we also have a great deal to mourn.   
b.  The church is continuing to compromise with the world.   

(i)  Many in the churches don’t understand why they can’t marry unbelievers.   
(ii)  Many don’t seem understand why same sex marriage are wrong.   
(iii)  Many have no idea what the power of godliness is or the holiness we’re 

called to.   
 

c.  Because of this, our nation continues to go further and further away from the 
Lord.   
(i)  There is no fear of God before their eyes.   
(ii)  They’ve contented themselves with the theory of evolution as providing 

an explanation for our existence, apart from a transcendent God.   
(iii)  They don’t believe in an absolute standard, except that whatever pleases 

them is right as long as others will tolerate it.   
 
B.  Are things going to improve; is it going to get any better?  Yes.   

1.  We need to remember, the Lord ordains everything that comes to pass – the 
good and the evil.   
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a.  And He ordains the evil that He might work it together for good – though 
many of the things He ordains aren’t good in themselves, the Lord has 
ordained them to work good.   

b.  Very often, the Lord allows things to get very dim before He sends His light 
– the things taking place now may be a prelude to revival.   

 
2.  In light of this, we should do three things:   

a.  First, we should keep ourselves pure and unstained by the world.   
b.  Second, we should do all we can to influence the world with the light of the 

Gospel, including the reality of God’s existence to instill in them the fear of 
the Lord.   

c.  And third, we should pray that God would pour out of His Spirit in revival.   
d.  There’s not much that we as individuals can do to change the world around 

us; but we serve an omnipotent God who can change it, and says He will in 
answer to prayer.   

e.  And so let’s encourage ourselves in light of God’s sovereignty; and let’s arm 
ourselves with spiritual weapons to engage the enemy.  Amen.   


