
 

“Something Greater than Jonah is Here” 
(Matthew 12:41-42) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week, we saw how some of the other Pharisees, who were also there when the first group 
blasphemed the Holy Spirit, asked Jesus for a sign to prove that He was from heaven.  They wouldn’t accept the 
evidence that Jesus had already given them, but wanted more.  But Jesus wouldn’t give them any more.  There 
comes a time when enough is enough.  Sometimes we think that God has to prove Himself to us beyond a shadow of 
a doubt before He expects us to believe His Word.  But that isn’t true.  God has already given all men enough 
evidence to close their mouths and to make them accountable to Him.  He doesn’t need to give anymore.  But when 
He graciously does, and men still reject Him, He begins to give them instead the kind of evidence that they don’t 
want, that which points to their judgment.  This is what Jesus did.  He didn’t give them another sign to show them 
that He was the Messiah who had come to take away their sins, but rather a sign that He was the Messiah who was 
going to judge them all for their sins.  Jesus said, “Just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 
sea monster, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth” (v. 40).  Even when this 
was fulfilled, and they knew it was, they still didn’t believe.  They showed that they were just as Jesus said they 
were, “An evil and adulterous generation” (v. 39).  What they were really looking for was a reason to reject Jesus, 
rather than to believe in Him.  Knowing that His tomb was empty on that resurrection morning, they paid the Roman 
soldiers to lie about what they had seen, so that no one else would find out about it.   
  But now Jesus doesn’t leave things as they are and go on.  Instead, He looks beyond the present to the time 
when the things these men have done will be called into account.  He looks to the final judgment.  He tells these 
Pharisees, and all the Jews, what will happen on that day, because they have rejected Him.  And what He says, if we 
can really understand the full impact of it, is terrifying.  He speaks of coming judgment and condemnation, that their 
punishment will be worse than others, and the reason is that they received a greater revelation of God’s truth than 
others and still rejected it.  What this passage shows us this morning is that 
 
  Those who have less of God’s truth, and yet receive it, will cause those who have more of that truth, but 
reject it, to be judged more severely.   
 
I.  The first thing I would draw your attention to this morning is the fact that Jesus speaks here of a coming 

day, in which all the dead will be raised and all the things they have done will be judged.  He says, “The 
men of Nineveh shall stand up with this generation at the judgment” (v. 41), and He says, “The Queen of 
the South shall rise up with this generation at the judgment” (v. 42).  Now I don’t need to spend a lot of 
time on this, because you all know that this day is coming.  But sometimes it’s helpful to remind ourselves 
that it is, so that we can make sure that we have our priorities right and that we are living the kind of lives 
that we should be living.   
A.  Jesus never kept this day a secret, because He wanted all men to know that it is coming.  It is a day in which 

all the secrets of men will be laid open, all the things they did openly or in private, all the things they wanted 
all men to see and all the things they didn’t want them to see.  All will be open and laid bare.   
1.  In Psalm 96, the psalmist writes, “Say among the nations, ‘The LORD reigns; indeed, the world is firmly 

established, it will not be moved; He will judge the peoples with equity.’  Let the heavens be glad, and let 
the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all it contains; let the field exult, and all that is in it.  Then all the 
trees of the forest will sing for joy before the LORD, for He is coming; for He is coming to judge the 
earth.  He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples in His faithfulness” (vv. 10-13).   

2.  Jesus says in John 5:28-29, “An hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice, 
and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil 
deeds to a resurrection of judgment.”   

3.  It is a day in which all men will be judged as to what kind they are:  good or evil.  Jesus won’t judge by 
appearances.  He won’t judge by what men say about themselves.  But He will judge them by what they 
have done and the reasons why they did them.  He says in Matthew 7:17-23, “Every good tree bears good 
fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce 
good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  So then, you 
will know them by their fruits.  Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to Me on that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name 
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perform many miracles?’   And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who 
practice lawlessness.’”  An evil man may do good things from an evil motive, such as these Jesus speaks 
of here, and he will be judged for this.  But a good man will not fail to do good things, because of the 
good motives which are in his heart by the Spirit of God.  All things will be laid open for all to see on that 
day.   

4.  This judgment will be so thorough that even the very words men have spoken will be judged.  Jesus tells 
us, “And I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the 
day of judgment.  For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned” 
(Matt. 12:36-37).   

5.  On that day Jesus will separate the sheep from the goats.  The sheep He will welcome into His eternal 
kingdom, but the goats He will bid depart into the eternal fire, prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt. 
25:34, 41 and 46).  From what we read of that judgment, there will be many standing among the goats 
who thought that they should have been with the sheep, while there will undoubtedly also be at the same 
time many standing among the sheep who thought for sure that they would be among the goats.   

 
B.  But the point is that, since there is a day of judgment coming, we should get ready for it.   

1.  The wise student who knows that there’s a test coming, budgets his time and energy to prepare for it.  
Those who are wise in the management of their finances carefully control and record their spending, 
knowing that they must reconcile their debts with their bank statements each month.  And those who are 
wise servants and stewards of Christ faithfully manage their lives, knowing that there is a day of 
reckoning coming, when they must give an account to Christ for everything He has entrusted to them.   

2.  Everything we have -- our time, our possessions, our strength, our minds, our hearts, even our own bodies 
-- do not belong to us, but to God.  And on the day of judgment, He will call us to account for what He 
has given us.  The parables of the minas and the talents both tell us God expects us to invest the things He 
has given us, to use them, for His profit, to advance His kingdom.   
a.  When you give your money to someone to invest it for you, you expect him to invest it wisely and to 

make a profit for you.  What would you think if he simply kept your money in his office for twenty 
years without making you a dime?  What would you think if he took your money and spent it on 
himself?  I don’t think you would be too happy with him.   

b.  But now what if you take the things God has given you to invest for Him, and you either sit on them or 
use them for yourself?  What do you think God will think of that?  He tells us exactly what He thinks 
of that.  He will take those who do such things and cast them into the outer darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matt. 25:30).   

c.  People of God, we must seriously consider that this day is coming.  We don’t have to guess what the 
Lord will do to us on that day, we can know by considering the life that we’re living.  Since we know 
that it’s coming, let’s get ready for it now and do the things that we know that He wants us to do.  Let 
us do the things that will build up His kingdom and not our own.  We abandoned our lives when we 
came to Christ.  He bought us with a price many years ago when He died on that cross.  Now we are 
to live for Him, and no longer for ourselves.   

d.  If this sounds serious and sobering, it’s because it is.  Nothing could be more serious.  The day of 
judgment is not a picnic that we have all been invited to.  It is a day when we must give an account for 
everything we have done.  May God grant that each of us may give a good account through the 
mercies of Christ.   

 
II.  The second thing we need to see here is that this judgment will not only be based on the things that we 

have done, but also on the things that others have done as well.  If others received less than we did, and yet 
did more with what they had than we, then they will be witnesses against us that we should have done 
better.  Now we need to bear in mind that the context here is one of a whole nation’s rejection of Christ.  
The things that other Christians have done for Christ may be far more than we have done, and what they 
have done may cause us to be ashamed on the day of judgment, but they will not condemn us.  However, if 
we reject the Lord, even after He has given us a great amount of light and truth, while others receive Him 
with far less light, that will increase our judgment.   
A.  Jesus speaks of two witnesses who will testify against the Jews in that day:  the men of Nineveh and the 

Queen of the South.   
1.  In the same way witnesses are brought in in a modern court of law, to either vindicate or condemn the 

accused, so witnesses will be brought in on that day to testify.   
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a.  The first witness will be that of the men of Nineveh, those who lived in that pagan city many years 
earlier, who heard the preaching of Jonah.   

b.  The second witness will be that of the Queen of the South, or the queen of Sheba, who lived during the 
time of king Solomon.   

c.  Notice that in both of these cases, they weren’t even alive at the same time that these Jews were.  They 
didn’t need to be.  The important thing is that they lived before they did, and that the Pharisees and all 
the people knew what they had done.   

 
2.  Now we’re not told exactly how they will testify against them.   

a.  Either they will stand up and speak against them, or, more likely, their lives will be brought as 
testimonies against them.   

b.  But either way, Jesus indicates that their witness will be a powerful indictment against them.  He says, 
“The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and shall condemn it . . .  
The Queen of the South shall rise up with this generation at the judgment and shall condemn it.”   

 
B.  Why will their testimony be so devastating?   

1.  It’s because of what they did with what the Lord had given them.   
a.  The men of Nineveh, as we saw last week, received the message Jonah brought them.  They listened to 

what Jonah had to say.  It brought conviction to their hearts.  They repented.  And because of this, the 
Lord did not destroy them.   

b.  In the case of the Queen of Sheba, she heard about the wisdom of Solomon, and even though she was 
at the ends of the earth, she came to learn from the wisdom the Lord had given to him.   

 
2.  Now why will this so damning to the Pharisees and to that whole generation of Jews?   

a.  Consider for a moment the opportunities they had, in comparison with the Ninevites and the Queen of 
the South, and the way they so wickedly rejected those blessings from the Lord.   

b.  Consider first that the Ninevites had only the preaching of Jonah, but these Jews had the preaching of 
Christ.   
(i)  Jonah was only a man, who had the same sinful passions as those he preached to.  But Christ was 

the Son of the Almighty God in human flesh.   
(ii)  Jonah was a Jew and a stranger to the Gentiles in Nineveh.  Because of this, they would have 

been less likely to listen to what he had to say.  But Christ was of the same race and religion as the 
Jews, and was well known to those in Judea.   

(iii)  Jonah preached only one short sermon for less than forty days, but Christ preached in their streets 
and taught in their synagogues for three and a half years.   

(iv)  Jonah preached a message of destruction that was coming in forty days and didn’t even hold out 
the offer of forgiveness if they would repent.  But Christ also preached repentance, and that the 
wonderful kingdom of God’s grace was near.   

(v)  Jonah didn’t perform one miracle to show he was from God, but Jesus did many miracles and 
showed beyond any doubt that He was the Messiah.   

(vi)  But what happened?  The Ninevites repented and were saved from destruction.  But the Jews 
didn’t repent.  Their hearts only grew harder, even though the One who ministered to them was far 
greater than Jonah in every way.   

 
c.  And what about the Queen of the South?  She came from the ends of the earth to hear Solomon, but 

the Jews would not listen to God Himself.   
(i)  She had no invitation to come and hear the wisdom of Solomon, nor did she know that he would 

receive her if she came.  But everyday the Jews had an open invitation to come to Christ.   
(ii)  Solomon was only a wise man, but Christ was wisdom itself, the One in whom all the treasures of 

wisdom are hidden.   
(iii)  This woman was a queen of a distant country.  She had to go through many difficulties to come 

to Solomon.  But Christ was there in Israel, always available to whomever would come to Him.   
(iv)  The queen wasn’t really sure whether Solomon was as good as his reputation or not.  It was 

possible that one of her own counselors might have known more than he did.  But even though 
Christ showed Himself to be wiser than the wisest of their men, the Jews would not come.   

(v)  And all that the queen of Sheba came for was to learn perhaps about philosophical or political 
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wisdom.  But Christ showed that He had that wisdom which was profitable not only for this age, 
but more importantly for that age which was to come, and yet they would not come.   

(vi)  The Queen of the South came to Solomon to hear his wisdom.  But the Jews would not come to 
the One who was far greater than Solomon in every way that they might receive that wisdom 
which leads to eternal life.   

 
d.  The Ninevites and the Queen of Sheba, all of whom were Gentiles, did what was right with far less 

light.  The Ninevites repented, and the Queen of the South came to learn from the wisdom of Solomon 
because she treasured wisdom above gold.  But the Jews, God’s covenant people, who had the Son of 
God in human flesh living among them, would not repent or listen to Him.   

e.  Jesus said that these Gentiles will rise up in the day of judgment and condemn them, because there was 
One there who was greater than either Jonah or Solomon, but they would not receive Him.   

 
C.  In closing, and by way of preparation for the Lord’s table, I would ask us all to examine our hearts this 

morning to see what we have done with Christ.   
1.  We have even less excuse than these Jew did.  We not only have the Scriptures of the Old Testament, 

which alone would have left us without excuse, but we have those of the New as well.  We also have the 
witness of innumerable saints who often sealed their testimony with their own blood that the Word of 
God is true.  What have we done with the light we have received?   

2.  Have we repented of our sins as the Ninevites?  Have we treasured His Word and His wisdom so much 
that we have overcome every obstacle in our lives to learn it, as the Queen of the South did to learn from 
the wisdom of Solomon?  Have we believed in and embraced the Son of God for salvation, as the 
Scripture teaches us?  Have we forsaken our lives to follow Him?  Remembering that sin is not only 
doing what we shouldn’t do, but also not doing what we should, are we doing all that He calls us to do?     

3.  Jesus tells us this morning that there is a day of reckoning coming.  God has given to us far more than He 
did to the Ninevites.  He has given to us far more than He did to the Queen of Sheba.  He has even given 
to us far more than He did to the Jews.  How much more accountable then are we than they?  Will these 
rise up to condemn us on the day of judgment, because we would not listen to the Word of our Lord?   

4.  They will if we reject that light and refuse to believe it and walk in it.  But if we repent of our sins and 
come to Christ and receive His wisdom, they won’t.  The Lord tells us that He will give us a full acquittal 
on that day if we have believed on Christ.  All the sins which we have ever committed will not condemn 
us, but will have been cast away forever in a sea of forgetfulness.  The Table reminds us of this this 
morning.  Christ’s body was broken, His blood was shed to take away our sins.  He was offered for us 
that He might purify for Himself a people zealous for good works (Titus 2:14).  If we have come to Christ 
in faith, He has cleansed us from our sins.  If we have come to Christ in faith, He has also given us this 
sacrament this morning to strengthen us and to equip us to do the works He has called us to.  If you are 
one of Christ’s children this morning, then prepare to come to His Table, to receive His strength and to 
renew your commitment to Him.   

5.  But if you are not His, you must stay away from the Table.  The Table does not hold out grace to you, but 
only judgment for your sins, if you don’t repent and turn to Christ.  The judgment that fell on Christ for 
His people will fall on you, if you don’t repent and turn to Christ.  You will be swept away forever by 
God’s wrath and judgment.  If that is your situation this morning, then you need to come to Christ.  You 
need to turn from your sins and take hold of Him by faith.  Christ is the only way to be reconciled with 
the Father.  He is the only way to life.  Take hold of Christ this morning and live.  May the Lord give us 
each the grace to judge our hearts faithfully and righteously, as we prepare to come to the Table.  Amen.   


