
“Solomon’s Reign” 
(1 Kings 4:1, 20-21, 29-34) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered the temple:   

a.  How it was connected to heaven:   

(i)  It was patterned after the temple in heaven.   

(ii)  It was also the place where Christ lived before His incarnation.  

 

b.  How it was connected to Christ:   

(i)  How both the tabernacle and temple were pictures of His incarnation, of 

His body.   

(ii)  How the temple was also built on the very spot where two great pictures 

of Christ’s work took place:   

(a)  The sacrifice of Isaac.   

(b)  And the staying of the Angel of the Lord’s hand against Israel.   

(c)  How fitting that the continuing picture of His work should be in the 

same spot.   

 

c.  And how it was connected to the church:   

(i)  The temple was a picture of Christ’s body, the church.   

(ii)  And as to the fact that the Lord replaced the tabernacle/tent with the 

more glorious and permanent temple, this was to reveal to us the glory 

what would be ours when we receive our more permanent dwelling in 

heaven.   

 

2.  This showed us three things:   

a.  First, the goal of our existence:  heaven.   

(i)  This is what we should be aiming for; where our heart should be centered 

at all times.   

(ii)  Those who set their hearts on the world will perish with the world; but 

those who set their hearts on heaven – because of their love for Christ – 

will be with Him forever in heaven.   

(iii)  Make sure your heart is in heaven.   

 

b.  Second, the glory that will be ours in heaven:   

(i)  The glory of the temple reminds us of the glory that will be ours because 

of what Christ has done, but also because of what we do here for the Lord.   

(ii)  The one who humbles himself to serve much will be rewarded much, but 

the one who humbles himself little will be rewarded little.   

(iii)  This should be an encouragement for us, while we’re on our way to 

heaven, to do all we can to serve and honor Him, so that when we arrive, 

we will have a full reward to enjoy forever.   
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c.  Finally, this showed us the way to heaven:   

(i)  To be a part of this temple, we must be members of Christ, since He is the 

temple.   

(a)  We must repent and believe in Jesus Christ as our only hope and our 

only way to heaven.   

(b)  Make sure you are trusting in Him alone and not your works.   

 

(ii)  Also as the living stones that make up this temple, we are also the means 

by which the Lord will complete this temple:   

(a)  Let’s not concern ourselves merely with our own salvation, but with 

the salvation of others.   

(b)  You’ll find that your assurance will never be strongest than when 

you’re serving the Lord by bringing others to Him.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we move on to another very encouraging type:  the blessings of 

Christ’s future reign in the reign of Solomon.   

a.  In Solomon’s day, after the Temple was finished, the kingdom of God (the 

OT church) was raised to its greatest glory.   

(i)  We are now about half way between the calling of Abraham and the 

coming of Christ.   

(ii)  It was at this time that the Lord was pleased to provide a picture of the 

future glorious reign of the Lord Jesus Christ in the reign of Solomon.   

 

b.  After these days, the kingdom gradually began to decline, the glory began to 

diminish, because it was not the reality; it was merely pointing it.   

c.  But the glory that replaces it will never diminish.   

 

2.  This morning, let’s consider Solomon’s kingdom as a picture of Christ’s future 

kingdom.  We’ll see two things:   

a.  First, how the Lord greatly poured out His blessings on Israel under 

Solomon’s reign.   

b.  Second, how this was a picture of what the Lord Jesus Christ would bring 

during His earthly reign.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s begin by looking at some of the ways the Lord blessed Solomon’s reign.   

1.  First, the Lord fulfilled His promise to Abraham that his descendants would be 

as numerous as the sand by the sea.   

a.  The Lord said to Abraham, “Indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly 

multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the 

seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies” (Gen. 22:17).   

b.  We see this fulfilled in Solomon’s reign in 1 Kings 4:20, “Judah and Israel 

were as numerous as the sand that is on the seashore in abundance; they were 

eating and drinking and rejoicing.”   
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2.  The kingdom was also firmly established under Solomon.   

a.  This means there was peace within all the boundaries of the land.   

b.  And there were no challenges from outside the land.   

c.  God had given His people full possession of the Promised Land. 

d.  This is what we read in Psalm 72, “May he also rule from sea to sea and from 

the River to the ends of the earth.  Let the nomads of the desert bow before 

him, and his enemies lick the dust.  Let the kings of Tarshish and of the 

islands bring presents; the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  And let all 

kings bow down before him, all nations serve him” (vv. 8-11).   

 

3.  All the Jewish ordinances of worship were established.   

a.  The Lord had chosen the city where He would put His name.   

b.  They no longer had a movable tabernacle, but a magnificent temple.   

 

4.  The Lord blessed Israel with great prosperity:   

a.  As we saw in 1 Kings 4:20, “They were eating and drinking and rejoicing.”   

b.  There was a great deal of wealth:   

(i)  Solomon’s ships went to Ophir and brought back large amounts of gold (1 

Kings 10:2).   

(ii)  The queen of Sheba gave Solomon a great amount of gold, as well as 

precious stones (v. 10).   

(iii)  Hiram, the king of Tyre, gave Solomon an abundance of gold and his 

ships imported gold and other precious things (1 Kings 9:11, 14; 10:11, 

22).    

(iv)  There was so much gold that the silver became worthless in his days, 

“All King Solomon's drinking vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of 

the house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold. None was of silver; 

it was not considered valuable in the days of Solomon” (10:21).   

 

5.  And they had a king reigning over them who was the greatest and wisest king 

who ever lived – excepting only Christ.  People came from all over the world to 

see his glory, to hear his wisdom, and to see the blessedness of his kingdom.   

 

B.  Now all this was pointing to the glory and blessedness of Christ’s reign.  This is 

how His kingdom is described in the New Testament.   

1.  His people will be as numerous as the sand by the sea:   

a.  We see this predicted in Daniel 7:13-14, “I kept looking in the night visions, 

and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, 

and He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him.  And 

to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, 

nations and men of every language might serve Him.”   

b.  And we see it fulfilled in Revelation 7:9-10:  “After these things I looked, 

and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation 

and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before 

the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; and 
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they cry out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation to our God who sits on the 

throne, and to the Lamb.’”   

 

2.  His kingdom is also firmly established – forever:   

a.  “His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His 

kingdom is one which will not be destroyed” (Dan. 7:14).   

b.  “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord 

God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end” (Luke 1:32-33).   

 

3.  He has established the only true worship and way to God.   

a.  To be reconciled to Him:  “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me’” (John 14:6).   

b.  His mediation is the only mediation God will accept:  “For there is one God, 

and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave 

Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time” (1 Tim. 

2:5-6).   

 

4.  He is the greatest and wisest King who has ever ruled:   

a.  We read in Psalm 72, “And let all kings bow down before him, all nations 

serve him.”   

b.  We see this fulfilled in Revelation 5:11-12:  “Then I looked, and I heard the 

voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the 

elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of 

thousands, saying with a loud voice, ‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 

receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 

blessing.’”   

 

5.  And under His rule there will be universal peace and prosperity:   

a.  “In his days may the righteous flourish, and abundance of peace till the moon 

is no more . . .  May there be abundance of grain in the earth on top of the 

mountains; its fruit will wave like the cedars of Lebanon; and may those from 

the city flourish like vegetation of the earth” (Psalm 72:7, 16).   

b.  “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 

will bear fruit.  The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge 

and the fear of the LORD.  And He will delight in the fear of the LORD, and 

He will not judge by what His eyes see, nor make a decision by what His ears 

hear; but with righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with fairness 

for the afflicted of the earth; and He will strike the earth with the rod of His 

mouth, and with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.  Also 

righteousness will be the belt about His loins, and faithfulness the belt about 

His waist.  And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie 

down with the young goat, and the calf and the young lion and the fatling 

together; and a little boy will lead them.  Also the cow and the bear will 

graze, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the 
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ox.  The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, and the weaned 

child will put his hand on the viper's den.  They will not hurt or destroy in all 

My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea.  Then in that day the nations will resort to the 

root of Jesse, who will stand as a signal for the peoples; and His resting place 

will be glorious” (Isa. 11:1-10).   

c.  During His reign the Father will subdue all of Christ’s enemies under His 

feet, until there is peace:  “The LORD says to my Lord:  ‘Sit at My right hand 

Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’  The LORD will stretch 

forth Your strong scepter from Zion, saying, ‘Rule in the midst of Your 

enemies’” (Psalm 110:1-2).   

d.  Solomon and his kingdom was a shadow of the kingdom of Christ and of His 

glorious reign.   

 

III.  Application.  Let’s be encouraged by this to work to advance the reign of Christ.   

A.  We all need encouragement to press on in the work.   

1.  Everyone has/needs a reason, a motivation, to do what they do.   

a.  For the Mormon missionary it’s the hope that by his efforts one day he will 

be the god of his own planet.   

b.  For the JW missionary it’s the hope that by his efforts he will live in paradise 

on earth.   

c.  For the Muslim terrorist it’s the hope that through his involvement in holy 

war, especially through his death, he will enter into sensual ecstasy in heaven.   

 

2.  We need a motivation as well, but it must be the right motivation.   

a.  For the majority of Christians today, their motivation comes primarily from 

the belief that Jesus is returning any time.   

b.  Sadly, this may be based on false assumptions.   

(i)  The Amillennialist believes the Lord could come any time, because he 

believes the many references to the near return of Christ apply to these 

days rather than the days before 70 A. D.   

(ii)  The Dispensationalist sees the return of the Jews to Palestine and the 

continuing unrest there as proof that Christ’s return is near.   

(iii)  But are they correct?  From what we’ve just seen of the character of 

Christ’s reign, this doesn’t appear to be the case.   

 

B.  Our encouragement should not come from the fact that Christ’s coming is near, but 

rather from what He promised to do during His reign.   

1.  We all agree that Christ has saved a multitude of people; that His kingdom has 

been established (although the Dispensationalist might disagree with us); that He 

has established the true worship and the only way to God; and that He is the 

greatest and wisest King who has ever lived.   

2.  But what about the peace?  What about the prosperity?  Have we seen this yet?  

Not on the scale we’ve just read about.   
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a.  And yet this must take place prior to Christ’s return, because it is at His 

return that His Mediatorial reign – which is to bring these blessings – comes 

to an end, though His kingdom continues forever.   

b.  Paul writes, “For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His 

feet” (1 Cor. 15:25).   

c.  Our text lays before us a proper motivation:  Christ’s kingdom will continue 

to increase until it brings worldwide peace, prosperity and righteousness.   

(i)  Certainly this will ultimately be fulfilled at Christ’s return and the 

bringing in of the new heavens and earth.   

(ii)  But we can expect it to happen to a large extent before the end of His 

Mediatorial reign.   

 

C.  On the basis of this, then, let be encouraged:   

1.  To continue to pray that God’s kingdom would advance.   

2.  To pray for the church as a whole that the Lord would purify her and make her 

to shine again with the light of His truth.   

3.  To continue to reach out to our lost loved ones and those around us with the 

Gospel.   

4.  To look forward to that glorious rest that is ahead of us in heaven when our days 

on earth are finished.   

5.  Let’s not forget that the Lord gave us this holy day to point forward to this 

reality; and so let’s strive to keep this day holy by resting from our worldly work 

and recreations and focusing on His worship.   

6.  The more we honor Him on this day, the greater we will be strengthened, and 

the more greatly we will be able to advance His kingdom.  Amen.   


