
 

“Soli Deo Gloria:  To God Alone Be the Glory!” 
(Romans 11:36) 

 
 
 

 We come now to the final and concluding lecture on the five solas of the Reformation:  
Sola Deo Gloria:  To God Alone Be the Glory.  At this point we need to ask ourselves this 
question, What was at stake here?  Why did the Reformers insist so strongly that the Scripture 
alone is the authority, over popes, councils, the teaching magesterium, and the apocrypha?  Why 
did they press the point that Jesus Christ alone is the mediator between God and man, and not the 
priests, or the saints, or Mary?  Why did they preach against our works as having anything to do 
with our salvation?  Why did they speak out against the sacraments as the way alone by which 
we may receive the saving grace of God, and declare that it was through faith in Christ alone?  
The bottom line was that they were trying to protect and uphold the glory of God.  They were 
taking away every reason man had to pat himself on the back -- or to pat anyone else on the back 
for that matter --, and giving all the credit for our salvation to the One to whom it belongs:  to 
God alone.  Remember, if you work for something, and then the person you worked for gives 
that thing to you, he doesn’t deserve any credit or thanks.  You earned it.  If one of you children 
wanted something -- say a bike which your parents couldn’t afford and neither could you --, and 
you went to a bike store -- with your parent’s permission -- , and told the owner that you would 
be willing to work for a new twelve-speed all terrain bike, and he agreed and gave you a job, and 
made you work the amount of hours it would take to pay for the bike, and then at the end of that 
time, he gave you the bike, he wouldn’t deserve any thanks from you beyond thanking him for 
the opportunity to work for the bike.  You wouldn’t really need to thank him for the bike, 
because you earned it.  The same thing is true of salvation.  If you do anything at all to contribute 
to your salvation, to the degree that you do, you take away from the glory of God.  To the degree 
that you give any of the credit for your salvation to the pope or the priest, or to the saints or 
Mary, or to the sacraments, you take away from the glory of God.  What we want to see this 
evening is that salvation is from first to last of the Lord, so that He may receive all the glory.   
 First, let’s consider what the Bible has to say about how God alone is worthy of any 
praise or glory.  And let’s not forget what glory is: it is the giving of credit or fame or honor or 
praise to the one who is worthy to receive it.  In the case of our salvation, that One is God alone.  
The same is true in every other area as well.  Now as I said, to the degree that we take the credit 
for anything, to that degree we take it away from God.  In Psalm 148, after calling upon all 
creation to glorify God, the psalmist writes, “Let them praise the name of the Lord, for His name 
alone is exalted; His glory is above earth and heaven” (v. 13).  God alone is worthy of praise, 
because He is the One who made them.  But God has done something far greater.  He not only 
made all things, He is also the One who redeemed all things, especially His people, in Christ.  
Paul, after writing to the Romans about God’s plan to redeem some from the Gentiles, but 
especially the Jews, writes, “For God has shut up all in disobedience that He might show mercy 
to all.  Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How 
unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!  For who has known the mind of 
the Lord, or who became His counselor?  Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid 
back to Him again?  For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be the 
glory forever.  Amen” (11:32-36).  Paul doesn’t want any praise for this.  He doesn’t want it to 
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go to anyone else, but to God alone who deserves it.  Listen to how he ends this great letter on 
the mercy and salvation of God.  “Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my 
gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has 
been kept secret for long ages past, but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, 
according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, 
leading to obedience of faith; to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever.  
Amen” (16:25-27).  God and God alone deserves the credit.   
 Paul loved to ascribe glory to the Father and the Son.  Listen to these brief, but powerful 
verses, “Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever.  Amen” (Phil. 4:20).  “Now to 
the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.  Amen” 
(1 Tim. 1:17).  “The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His 
heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and ever.  Amen” (2 Tim. 4:18).  And Paul 
wasn’t the only one.  The author to the Hebrews writes in that very familiar benediction, “Now 
the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the 
blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good thing to do His will, 
working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen” (13:20-21).  Peter writes, “Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, 
the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so 
that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and 
dominion forever and ever.  Amen” (1 Pet. 4:11).  “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.  Amen” 
(2 Pet. 3:18).  Jude writes, “To the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever.  Amen” (v. 25).  John 
writes in the book of Revelation, “And He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and 
Father; to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever.  Amen” (1:6).  Also, when the 
angels, elders and living creatures all fall on their faces before the throne of God and worship 
Him, they say, “Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power 
and might, be to our God forever and ever.  Amen” (7:12).  By the way, I don’t know if you 
noticed, but each time one of these writers or elders or angels ascribed glory to God, they always 
ended what they said with, “Amen,” which, as you already know, is meant to emphasize what 
they’ve said.  It’s like putting an exclamation point at the end.  It means, “Truly,” “so be it!”  
Truly the Lord is the One, the only One who is worthy of glory and praise.   
 But now, what is the opposite of giving God glory?  It is taking the credit to ourselves.  It 
is glorifying or praising ourselves for what the Lord has done for us, or through us.  Paul is not 
only very careful in his letters to give God all the glory for His many mercies, he is equally 
careful to warn us against ever giving ourselves any of the glory.  Listen to what he says in 
Romans 4:2-5, “For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about; but not 
before God.  For what does the Scripture say?  ‘And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned 
to him as righteousness.’  Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a favor, but as 
what is due.  But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, 
his faith is reckoned as righteousness.”  He says in Galatians 6:13-14, “For those who are 
circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised, that 
they may boast in your flesh.  But may it never be that I should boast, except in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”  He 



3 

 

says in 1 Cor. 1:26-31, “For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise 
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish things 
of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the 
things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised, God has chosen, the 
things that are not, that He might nullify the things that are, that no man should boast before 
God.  But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, that, just as it is written, ‘Let him who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.’”  And he writes in Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no 
one should boast.”  If salvation is all of grace, that is, if it is a free gift of God and has nothing to 
do with our works, then He alone gets the glory, and we have nothing that we can boast of.  Paul 
writes in Romans 3:27, “Where then is boasting?  It is excluded.  By what kind of law?  Of 
works?  No, but by a law of faith.”  Salvation by grace alone through faith alone pulls the rug out 
from under anyone who wants to boast that he had anything to do with his salvation.  Paul asks 
in 1 Corinthians 4:7, “And what do you have that you did not receive?”  The answer is, 
“Nothing.  Everything I have I received from God.”  But then he asks, “But if you did receive it, 
why do you boast as if you had not received it?”  That’s a good question.  How can we boast 
about something that was given to us as though it was ours to start with?  We should give God all 
the glory for everything we will ever have, because He is the One who gave it to us.  Not only 
should we give Him the glory for everything we will ever have, we should also give Him the 
glory for everything we will ever do.  Paul writes, “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31).  God gave us all that we have, so we should 
give Him praise in all that we do with what we have.  He deserves it, and He is the only One who 
is worthy to receive it.   
 Now we might say that this is so obvious.  Didn’t Rome see that they were taking away 
from the glory of God with their doctrine of justification by God’s grace and their works?  No, 
they didn’t.  Listen to this final canon from Trent on the doctrine of justification, “If any one 
saith, that, by the Catholic doctrine touching Justification, by this holy Synod as set forth in this 
present decree, the glory of God, or the merits of our Lord Jesus Christ are in any way derogated 
from, and not rather that the truth of our faith, and the glory in fine of God and of Jesus Christ 
are rendered (more) illustrious; let him be anathema” (XXXIII).  They pronounce a curse on 
anyone who says that they’re not giving God His due.  But that’s exactly what we are saying, 
because the Bible says it.  Rome is not giving God the honor and glory He deserves.  They are 
taking much of it away and giving it to themselves.  And because we say this, in their eyes, we 
are cursed.  But they’re wrong.  We’re not the ones who are cursed.  They are.  God is a jealous 
God will not share His glory with another.   
 Now what should we learn from this teaching of Scripture?  The first thing we need to 
learn is not to take any of God’s glory away from Him in the work of salvation.  Do we think that 
we had anything to do with our being saved?  Did we choose Christ because we were smarter or 
wiser than others?  Did Christ choose us because we were smarter, better looking, or more 
humble than others?  No.  What do we have that God didn’t first give to us?  If God chose us 
because of something in us, we mustn’t forget that He is the One who gave us all that we have in 
the first place.  If someone purposely handed you the winning ticket at the door of a raffle, and 
then called your number, could you thank yourself for winning the prize?  No.  You would have 
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to thank the person who chose to give you the winning ticket.  It had nothing to do with you.  In 
the same way, God chose to have mercy on you.  He chose you from all eternity.  He chose to 
send His Son to save you.  He chose to give you His Holy Spirit to make you willing and able to 
believe.  It didn’t have anything to do with you.  But you might say, “I did have something to do 
with it.  Salvation was offered to me in the Gospel, and I decided to receive it through Jesus 
Christ.  If I hadn’t chosen Him, I would still be lost.”  It’s certainly true if you hadn’t chosen 
Him you would be lost.  But don’t forget, if He hadn’t chosen you first, you never would have 
chosen Him.  Should we thank ourselves for this?  No.  We should thank God and give Him all 
the glory.   
 But the second thing we should learn from this is to do all that we do for God’s glory and 
not our own.  We have to admit that this is very hard, maybe one of the hardest things we will 
ever have to do in life.  We all have something in our hearts called pride.  Pride is just the 
opposite of that humility that is needed to give all the honor and glory to God.  Pride wants to 
take some of the glory for ourselves.  It always has an eye on self.  Pride is what makes us want 
others to notice us and think we’re something special.  When you children play games, you like 
to win.  When you young adults play sports, you like to win too.  When you take tests, you like 
to place the highest.  When you adults go out into the world to make a living, you want to make 
the most money and have the nicest things.  We want to be the best, the smartest, the fastest, the 
richest, the best looking, the most talented.  But why?  It’s because of pride.  It’s because we 
want some glory for ourselves.  But should we take any?  No.  What do we have that we haven’t 
received?  What can we honestly say that we have done ourselves?  God gave us the gifts.  He 
gave us the opportunities.  He allowed us to do better.  He should receive all the glory.  Now it’s 
true that sometimes two people might have the same gifts, and one might do better than the 
other, because he worked harder.  But should he be praised for this?  No.  He should really thank 
God that He gave him the desire to work harder, so that he would do better.  If we would only 
think this way when we begin whatever we do, we wouldn’t have the problem later if in God’s 
Providence we do well.  If we aim at giving God glory in all that we do -- as Paul tells us we 
should --, then if He gives us success, it will be easier for us to give Him the credit and not 
ourselves.  Let’s remember that we don’t live for ourselves.  We live for God.  Paul writes, “If 
we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, 
we are the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8).  If this is the case, let’s stop living for ourselves, and begin 
living for God.  Let’s stop aiming at our own glory, and begin aiming at God’s.  Examine your 
life.  See who it is you are really living for, and make sure that you’re living for God’s glory 
alone.  Amen.   


