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 Reference: VARIOUS 
 

 Church: GRACE Date: 10/28/2001 

Sola Fide - Salvation is through faith alone! 
 
Purpose: To compare and contrast Roman views on faith with those of Scripture.  
To consider saving faith and urge people to examine themselves to see if they 
have it 

1 Introduction 
Fourth part of the series 
Have seen Sola Scriptura 
Scripture alone is the authority 
Not councils, popes, fathers, traditions 
Solus Christus – Christ alone 
The only Mediator, Priest, Intercessor 
Not priests, saints, Mary 
Sola Gratia – Grace alone 
Grace means unmerited favor 
Not something we earn by doing our bit 
Penance, Works, Venerations 
Not something dispensed from treasuries by priests 
Entirely free.  Works come as evidence we have received grace 
Not as a way to increase our state of justification 
Note this general principle – man made is always more complex 
 
This week Sola Fide – Salvation through Faith alone 

2 The Roman Catholic View 

2.1 Faith an intellectual assent 
Heard Berkhof last week: 
The preparation for justification is sevenfold: 

? ? Assent to the truth taught by the church 
? ? Insight into one’s sinful condition 
? ? Hope in the mercy of God 
? ? The beginnings of love to God 

? ? An abhorrence of sin 
? ? Resolution to obey the commandments 
? ? A desire for baptism 

Note only first to do with faith and not saving faith as we know it. 
Berkhof goes on: 
It is quite evident that faith does not occupy a central place here, 
but is coordinated with the other preparations.  It is merely an 
intellectual assent to the doctrines of the church and acquires its 
justifying power only through the love that is imparted in the 
infusion of grace.  It can be called justifying grace only in the 
sense that it is the first of the seven preparations, and in that sense 
the basis and the root of justification 
So faith is generally an assent to the churches’ teaching 

2.2 Faith alone does not gain justification 
Only one of seven necessary components on path to justification 
CANON IX.-If any one saith, that by faith alone the impious is 
justified; in such wise as to mean, that nothing else is required to 
co-operate in order to the obtaining the grace of Justification, and 
that it is not in any way necessary, that he be prepared and 
disposed by the movement of his own will; let him be anathema. 
CANON XII.-If any one saith, that justifying faith is nothing else 
but confidence in the divine mercy which remits sins for Christ's 
sake; or, that this confidence alone is that whereby we are 
justified; let him be anathema. 
Faith does not lead straight to justification 
There must be this self-preparation 
An act of free will and cooperation which leads to justification 
Faith is not resting on God’s mercy in Christ alone 
In opposition also to the subtle wits of certain men, who, by 
pleasing speeches and good words, seduce the hearts of the 
innocent, it is to be maintained, that the received grace of 
Justification is lost, not only by infidelity whereby even faith itself 
is lost, but also by any other mortal sin whatever, though faith be 
not lost; thus defending the doctrine of the divine law, which 
excludes from the kingdom of God not only the unbelieving, but the 
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faithful also (who are) fornicators, adulterers, effeminate, liers 
with mankind, thieves, covetous, drunkards, railers, extortioners, 
and all others who commit deadly sins; from which, with the help 
of divine grace, they can refrain, and on account of which they are 
separated from the grace of Christ. 
Faith can be lost or not, depending on the nature of sin we commit 
The faithful seem to be able to live godless lives 
To be separated from the grace of Christ 

2.3 Faith alone does not maintain justification 
Once this justification received 
Salvation is maintained 
Justification is topped up  
Through the seven sacraments 
Baptism, Confirmation, the Eucharist, Penance, Extreme Unction, 
Order, and Matrimony; 
CANON IV.-If any one saith, that the sacraments of the New Law 
are not necessary unto salvation, but superfluous; and that, 
without them, or without the desire thereof, men obtain of God, 
through faith alone, the grace of justification;-though all (the 
sacraments) are not indeed necessary for every individual; let him 
be anathema. 
But faith is not necessary to their operation 
CANON VIII.-If any one saith, that by the said sacraments of the 
New Law grace is not conferred through the act performed, but 
that faith alone in the divine promise suffices for the obtaining of 
grace; let him be anathema. 
There is grace in the ritual, apart from faith in the recipient 

3 The Biblical View 
As we might expect, this is somewhat different 
Because we (&Bible) mean something very different by “faith” 

3.1 Faith is more than intellectual assent 
Saw this last week also 

James 2:19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also 
believe, and shudder. 

Believing the facts to be true is not enough 
True saving faith looks away from self 
It rests on God alone and His promises  
As the only ground for salvation 
Faith is channel through which saving grace flows to the believer 

3.2 Justification is through faith alone 
Habakkuk 2:4 “Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is not right within 
him; But the righteous will live by his faith. 

Picked up in several places in the NT 
The just shall live by faith 
It is faith that is the channel for justification 
And nothing else is mentioned 

John 5:24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and 
believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into 
judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 

Where is the sevenfold preparation here? 
Hear and believe 

Acts 13:38-39 “Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through 
Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and through Him 
everyone who believes is freed from all things, from which you could 
not be freed through the Law of Moses. 

Everyone who believes is freed from the principle of works 
Acts 15:8-9 “And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them 
the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; 9 and He made no distinction 
between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith. 

It is faith through which this cleansing came 
Acts 16:31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved, you and your household.” 

Faith the prerequisite to salvation 
Romans 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 
faith; as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 

It’s to everyone who believes.   
Righteousness through faith from first to last 

Romans 3:27-28 Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of 
law? Of works? No, but by a law of faith. 28 For we maintain that a man is 
justified by faith apart from works of the Law. 

Justification by faith, not by works 
Romans 4:1-5 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather 
according to the flesh, has found? 2 For if Abraham was justified by 
works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what 
does the Scripture say? “ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO 
HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not 
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credited as a favor, but as what is due. 5 But to the one who does not 
work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited 
as righteousness, 

OK – this was just for Abraham.  Different for us? 
Romans 4: 23-25 Now not for his sake only was it written that it was 
credited to him, 24 but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as 
those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 
25 He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was 
raised because of our justification. 

Faith was credited to Abraham as righteousness 
Immediate, direct, no other steps involved 
Faith is credited to us on the same basis 

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Justification by faith alone – then comes peace 
Romans 9:30-33 What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not 
pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, even the righteousness 
which is by faith; 31 but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not 
arrive at that law. 32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but 
as though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 
just as it is written, “BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A 
ROCK OF OFFENSE, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE 
DISAPPOINTED.” 

Couldn’t be clearer –don’t get righteousness by keeping the law 
By things that we do – preparations etc 

Galatians 2:15-16 “We are Jews by nature and not sinners from among 
the Gentiles; 16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by 
the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have 
believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ 
and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no 
flesh will be justified. 

Even the Jews had to be justified the same way! 
Those who received the law not justified by it 
Not works, not works, not works! 

Galatians 3:1-14 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before 
whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? 2 This is the 
only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the 
works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having 
begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 4 Did you 
suffer so many things in vain— if indeed it was in vain? 5 So then, does He 
who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by 
the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? 6 Even so Abraham 
BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 7 
Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of 
Abraham. 8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, 
“ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU.” 9 So then those who are of 
faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer. 10 For as many as are of 
the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, “CURSED IS 
EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE 

LAW, TO PERFORM THEM.” 11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before 
God is evident; for, “THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 12 
However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, “HE WHO PRACTICES THEM 
SHALL LIVE BY THEM.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, 
having become a curse for us— for it is written, “CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO 
HANGS ON A TREE”—  14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith. 

It is foolish to pursue salvation by works 
Those who do so are under a curse (anathema) 
Not those justified through faith! 
Then my believing is what brings justification? 
Yes – but you couldn’t do that without God 
Even the faith is a gift 
So you and I cannot boast in our efforts 
So God receives all the glory 

Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, 
so that no one may boast. 
Philippians 1:29 For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not 
only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 

3.3 Maintenance of salvation is through faith alone 
In the NT ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s supper 
These do supply grace  - but through faith  
They do not operate independently of the recipient 
However, they are not necessary to salvation 
Once salvation obtained through faith alone 
It is kept by faith alone; It cannot be lost 
Justification needs no top-ups - Once in Him, in Him forever! 

1 Peter 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to 
obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade 
away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of 
God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 

Faith appropriates the power of God which protects us and 
preserves us to the end 
Not sacraments, though they may strengthen faith 
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4 Conclusions 
Roman teaching of the day was completely contrary to Scripture 
Built up on traditions, fathers, popes, councils 
Note that these things were not of equal authority 
But greater than Scripture 
Because things contrary to Scripture were maintained 
And a curse pronounced on any who followed the Bible alone! 
 
Roman teaching is evolving all the time 
We are focusing on teaching at or around Reformation 
Vatican II has moderated some of the understandings presented in 
this series 
But this is another problem 
In 100 years from now, what will the Roman teaching be? 
We know what the teaching of Scripture will be! 
 
Do you have saving faith?  Or Just intellectual assent? 


