
“Slaves of Righteousness”
(Romans 6:15-23)

I.  Introduction.  
A.  Review.  

1.  Paul has told us that we should not use grace as an excuse to sin.  
a.  Yes, our sins have given God the opportunity to glorify His grace.  
b.  But, we have sinned enough.  The time past is enough to carry out the desire of the flesh (1 Pet. 4:3).  
c.  When we came to Christ, we died with Him; in His resurrection, we were raised.  
d.  We are now dead to sin, but alive to God.  

2.  Sin is no longer our master, Christ is.  
a.  We are no longer under the Covenant of Works – under law for justification.  
b.  We are under grace, under the Covenant of Grace:  Christ’s works saved us; His Spirit works in us to produce

righteous fruit.  
c.  Therefore the power of sin is broken, now we want to do what’s right.  
d.  Therefore, we must no longer obey our lusts, but God, as those alive from the dead, as those who have been

raised only to serve Him.  

B.  But Paul, wanting us to understand even more clearly what this means, asks the question again, “What then?  Shall we
sin because we are not under law, but under grace?”  
1.  Shall we sin because our salvation doesn’t depend on us, but on Christ?  
2.  Again, Paul answers in the strongest way possible:  “May it never be!”  

a.  This principle is always true:  If you submit to sin, you are its slave; and if you are its slave, you will perish, whether
you profess faith in Christ or not.  

b.  But this is also true:  If you submit to righteousness, you are God’s slave; and if you are His slave, then you will
live forever.  

c.  The point is:  Christ has freed you from sin and has made you His slave.  Therefore, you will not submit to sin, but
to God.  He will make sure that you do.  

II.  Sermon.  
A.  Paul again gives the principle that shows us what we really are:  you are the slave of the one you submit to.  

1.  He writes, “Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves
of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness” (v. 16)?  

2.  You are the servants of the one you obey.  
a.  This is simply another way of saying what John means when he writes, “Little children, let no one deceive you; the

one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; the one who practices sin is of the devil; for
the devil has sinned from the beginning” (1 John 3:7-8).  
(i)  The one who practices righteousness is the slave of God, because that is who he is submitting to.  
(ii)  But the one who practices sin is the slave of sin, of the devil, because that is who he submits to.  

b.  This is what James means when he says, “For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without
works is dead” (James 2:26).  
(i)  The works he is talking about are good works.  
(ii)  The one who does good works shows that he has a true and living faith, and not a bare profession.  
(iii)  When a person does good works as the pattern of his life, it shows that he is the servant of righteousness.  
(iv)  But those who don’t practice these works, practice sin, and by doing this they show themselves to be the

servants of sin – to have a dead faith.  



c.  If you obey righteousness, you are the slave of righteousness; but if sin, then of sin.  

B.  But now what difference does it make whom we serve?  
1.  Paul tells us it makes a great difference.  
2.  He tells us what will happen to those who serve sin and those who serve God.  

a.  He writes in verse 21, “Therefore what benefit were you then deriving from the things of which you are now
ashamed?  For the outcome of those things is death.”  

b.  And he writes in verse 22, “But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit,
resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.”  

c.  “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (v. 23).  
d.  If you serve sin, you will earn death, eternal death.  
e.  But if you serve God, it shows that you have received the gift of eternal life.  You haven’t earned it – Christ has

done that – but you show you have received it.  
f.  The one you serve will determine your future.  

C.  Having said these things, Paul now tells us what God has done for us in Christ.  
1.  First, he says consider what you were like apart from God’s grace:  

a.  “You were slaves of sin” (v. 17, 20).  
b.  “You presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness” (v. 19).  
c.  “You were free in regard to righteousness” (v. 20):  you weren’t inclined towards it and didn’t consider yourself

bound to keep God’s Law.  
d.  You were earning your wages:  eternal death (vv. 21, 23).  
e.  You didn’t care, and there was nothing you could do about it.  

2.  But look at what a difference Christ has made:  
a.  “But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of

teaching to which you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness” (vv.
17-18).  
(i)  This isn’t something that you decided one day to do.  
(ii)  Paul has already told us that we were all under sin and weren’t seeking God at all (Rom. 3:10-12).  
(iii)  God, the Father, did this through Christ.  Christ bought the work of the Spirit in our hearts with His blood and

righteousness.  He sent His Spirit to change our hearts.  
(iv)  Before, we could obey from a sense of duty, but not from the heart.  
(v)  Now we obey God from the heart.  

b.  Paul continues, “And having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness” (V. 18).  
(i)  He has taken away our love for sin, which kept us bound to it.  
(ii)  And He has given us a love for righteousness, which now makes us God’s slaves.  

III.  Application:  And so what must we do?  
A.  Submit yourself to God:  this will show that you are His child.  

1.  Paul writes, “For just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further
lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification” (v. 19).  

2.  Paul understands the weakness of his readers.  
a.  He understands the difficulty they have in understanding these concepts, which is why he has put them in the

common terms of slavery.  
b.  But He also understands the weakness of the flesh.  

(i)  It’s a struggle that he had, which is why he pressed forward, why he beat his body daily – not literally, but
spiritually – putting to death his sins (Phil. 3:12; 1 Cor. 9:27).  
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(ii)  It’s a struggle that all Christians have and will have.  

3.  And so as we used to submit ourselves to sin, we must now submit to God.  
a.  We must subdue our sins.  
b.  We must press forward to Christ-likeness.  
c.  With God’s help you can, and with His help, you will reach the finish line.  

B.  But if you can’t do this, if you can’t submit to God, but only to sin, then you need to be born again from above.  
1.  You will never be able to obey God from your heart, unless He changes your heart by His Spirit.  
2.  If that is your condition this morning, then come to God and ask for His mercy, so that you can trust in Christ and be

saved.  Amen.  
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