
”Sin Is Lawlessness” 
(1 John 3: 4) 

Introduction: Last week we saw that the first Adam was placed under a 
probation in the Garden of Eden as the representative head of all 
mankind. He was placed in the garden, which was the sanctuary of God, 
to guard it, and he was given a command from God not to eat of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil, for in the day that he should eat of 
it, he would surely die. In order to bring Adam’s probation to a 
climax, so that it would not continue into countless ages, God allowed 
Satan to enter the Garden in the guise of a serpent. The serpent 
tempted Eve and lied to her concerning the nature of the tree. The man 
did not repel the intruder, but rendered judgment in favor of what he 
said over against God, with the result that both Adam and his wife fell 
from their state of innocency and into the spiritual death of sin, and 
along with them the whole human race. 

What we will be looking at tonight has to do with the nature of 
the sin into which Adam plunged the whole human race. What is it? 
How may we know it? What is the rule or standard by which it may 
be discovered? And what I want you to see from this text this 
evening is, 

Sin is that which is against the holy and perfect standard 
of God’ s righteousness, the Law of God. 

I. The Holy and Unchanging Standard of God’s Righteousness is 
Reflected in His Moral Law. 
A .  The Laws Which God Gave to His People Can Be Divided into 

Three Categories. 
1.  God gave the ceremonial law to Israel as a type of the 

work of the coming Messiah. 
a. The ceremonial law included the sacrifices, the 

b. They all prefigured the Christ who was to come. 
feasts, the cleansing ordinances, and dietary laws. 

2. God also gave the civil law in order to regulate the 
lives of his people and to keep them separate from the 
surrounding nations. 
a. These were the commandments which God gave to 

b. Israel was a Theocracy with God as their King. 
c. Many of these laws are nothing more than 

applications of the 10 Commandments. 

Israel by which they were to govern the nation. 

3. And God gave the moral law to be a reflection of His holiness. 
a. This law was part of man’s original constitution as his 

being made in the image of God, ”FOR WHEN GENTILES WHO 

LAW, THESE, NOT HAVING THE LAW, ARE A LAW TO THEMSELVES, 
IN THAT THEY SHOW THE WORU OF THE LAW WRITTEN IN THEIR 

THOUGHTS ALTERNATELY ACCUSING OR ELSE DEFENDING THEM” 
(Rom. 2: 14-15). 

no NOT HAVE THE LAW no INSTINCTIVELY THE THINGS OF THE 

HEARTS, THEIR CONSCIENCE BEARING WITNESS, mn THEIR 

b. It was given in covenantal form to the children of 
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Israel at Mount Sinai, being added to the promises 
made to Abraham until the promised seed came, ”FOR 
IF THE INHERITANCE IS BASED ON LAW, IT IS NO LONGER 
BASED ON A PROMISE; BUT GOD HAD GRANTED IT TO ABRAHAM BY 

BECAUSE OF TRANSGRESSIONS, HAVING BEEN ORDAINED THROUGH 
ANGELS BY THE AGENCY OF A MEDIATOR, UNTIL THE SEED SHOULD 
COME TO WHOM THE PROMISE HAD BEEN MADE” (Gal. 3: 18-19). 

MEANS OF A PROMISE. WHY THE LAW THEN? IT WAS ADDED 

B. The Moral Law, Which Is Forever Binding Upon the People of 
God, Is Summarized in the Ten Commandments. 
1.  The ceremonial law was fulfilled in the work of Christ. 

a. This 
b. Once 

ti) 

tii) 

tiii) 

law pointed to the person and work of Christ. 
Christ fulfilled what it pointed to, it was abolished. 
He fulfilled the sacrifices and cleansing 
regulations which pointed to the cleansing 
from sin that He would bring, ”FOR BY ONE 
OFFERING HE HAS PERFECTED FOR ALL TIME THOSE 
WHO ARE SANCTIFIED” (Heb. 10: 14). 
He also fulfilled the dietary laws, which are 
a form of cleansing law, ”DO YOU NOT 
UNDERSTAND THAT WHATEVER GOES INTO THE MAN 
FROM THE OUTSIDE CANNOT DEFILE HIM; BECAUSE IT 
DOES NOT GO INTO HIS HEART, BUT INTO HIS 
STOMACH, AND IS ELIMINATED? (THUS HE DECLARED 
ALL FOODS CLEAN. 1” (Mark 7: 18-19). 
And He fulfilled the feasts, ”THEREFORE LET NO 
ONE ACT AS YOUR JUDGE IN REGARD TO FOOD OR 
DRINK OR IN RESPECT TO A FESTIVAL OR A NEW 
MOON OR A SABBATH DAY--THINGS WHICH ARE A MERE 
SHADOW OF WHAT IS TO COME; BUT THE SUBSTANCE 
BELONGS TO CHRIST” (Col. 2: 16-17). 
(a) As a footnote, it should be added that this 

does not contradict what we saw a couple of 
weeks ago regarding the fourth commandment, to 
keep one day holy in seven. 

particular sabbath day, which were part 
of the ceremonial law. 

future. Hebrews 4:9 says that, ”THERE 
REMAINS THEREFORE A SABBATH REST FOR THE 
PEOPLE OF GOD.” And John was in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s day (Rev. 1:lO). 

(b) There were other sabbaths besides that 

(c) Jesus still pointed to the sabbath in the 

C. 

2. The 

To return now to the ceremonial requirements is 
tantamount to denying Christ, ”ANYONE WHO HAS SET 
ASIDE THE LAW OF MOSES DIES WITHOUT MERCY ON THE 
TESTIMONY OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES. HOW MUCH 
SEVERER PUNISHMENT DO YOU THINK HE WILL DESERVE WHO 
HAS TRAMPLED UNDER FOOT THE SON OF GOD, AND HAS 
REGARDED AS UNCLEAN THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT BY 
WHICH HE WAS SANCTIFIED, AND HAS INSULTED THE 
SPIRIT OF GRACE?” (Heb. 10: 28-29). 

civil law was nullified along with the nation state 
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of Israel. 
a. Since the civil law was for the body politic of 

Israel, once that Theocracy was dissolved, so were 
the laws by which they were bound. 

b. Failure to draw this distinction ends in Christian 
Reconstructionism and Theonomy. 

c. It is true that there was much in this system of 
law which would be applicable today, but we must 
take care in simply applying all the laws and 
penalties to our culture without making the proper 
distinctions of what was unique to that theocracy. 

3. But the moral law is forever binding upon the lives of 
all men throughout all ages. 
a. The moral law was not abrogated by Christ’s work. 
b. Rather Christ fulfilled the righteousness of the 

c. Its primary functions are still in effect. 
law and bore its curse for His people. 

ti) The purpose of the law is to point out our sin 
and to lead us to Christ. 

tii) Once we have come to Christ to be justified 
from our sins, Christ points us back to the 
Law for training in righteousness, in order 
that we might be sanctified. 

sins of the regenerate and unregenerate, in 
that it shows us what our sins deserve. 

tiii) It is also useful as a restraint against the 

d. The Law of God is not abolished in this age, but 
the Christian enters into a new relationship to it. 
ti) It is no longer a system to be justified or 

condemned by, as a covenant of works. 
tii) However, those outside of Christ are still 

bound by the law as a covenant to be declared 
righteous or guilty by it. 

it. 

conduct, that which we keep out of 
thankfulness to God. 

is the mistake of the Judiazers. Rather, we are 
seeking to be conformed to the Law, because it is 
the reflection of God’s holiness. 

tvi) And when it is seen in this light, then we can 
cry out with longing, even as the psalmist, ”0 
HOW I LOVE THY LAW! IT IS MY MEDITATION ALL 
THE DAY” (Ps. 119:97). 

teaches that I am somehow making myself better 
or more acceptable in God’s sight. No, we 
cannot have any greater righteousness than 
that of Christ Jesus. 

our heavenly Father and shows our thankfulness 
to Him. 

tiii) But no one can keep it so all are condemned by 

tiv) For the Christian, it is the family code of 

tv) We are not seeking to be justified by law, for that 

tvii) Nor is this legalistic, for the legalist 

tviii) But we keep the law because it is pleasing to 
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tixl Which of the Ten Commandments do you think God 
would be pleased for you to disregard? 

e. A s  a matter of fact, the essence of the New 
Covenant is that the Law would be clearly written 
upon the hearts of God’s people. 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

” ’ BEHOLD, DAYS ARE COMING, ’ DECLARES THE LORD, 
’WHEN I WILL MAKE A NEW COVENANT WITH THE 
HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH, 
NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH THEIR 
FATHERS IN THE DAY I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO 
BRING THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, MY 
COVENANT WHICH THEY BROKE, ALTHOUGH I WAS A 
HUSBAND TO THEM,’ DECLARES THE LORD. ’BUT 
THIS IS THE COVENANT WHICH I WILL MAKE WITH 
THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS,’ 
DECLARES THE LORD, ’ I  WILL PUT MY LAW WITHIN 
THEM, AND ON THEIR HEART I WILL WRITE IT; AND 
I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY 
PEOPLE. AND THEY SHALL NOT TEACH AGAIN, EACH 
MEN HIS NEIGHBOR AND EACH MAN HIS BROTHER 
SAYING, ”KNOW THE LORD, ” FOR THEY SHALL ALL 
KNOW ME, FROM THE LEAST OF THEM TO THE 
GREATEST OF THEM,’ DECLARES THE LORD, ’FOR I 
WILL FORGIVE THEIR INIQUITY, AND THEIR SIN I 
WILL REMEMBER NO MORE”’ (Jer. 31:31-34). 
The Law which was written on their hearts due 
to their being made in the image of God, which 
was obscured by sin, is now clearly written on 
the fleshly tablets of their hearts, and they 
are empowered by the Spirit of God to keep 
that Law. 
Far from being freed from its requirements for 
living, we are given a clearer revelation and 
the power to walk according to it. 
The Ten Commandments are the rule by which the 
King rules His subjects in His kingdom. 

11.  Sin Is the Violation of that Holy Standard in Word, Thought 
and Deed. 

A. John Sums Up Sin with the Word Lawlessness. 
1.  The word in the Greek is a v o p a ,  which means without 

law, due either to ignorance or wickedness (Thayer 48). 
a. In John 3:4 sin is identified with lawlessness. 
b. Apart from the law, one may not even know what sin is. 

2. Those who teach that the Law of God has been abrogated 
are called ”Antinomians. ” 
a. They reason that the Law was a system only for the 

Jews of the Old Testament. However, Christ did 
away with that Law, and now we are bound only by a 
law of love. 

b. But love is defined in Scripture by means of the Law. 
The essence of the Law is love toward God and man. 

c. And so those who deny the relevance of the Law today, 
inevitably fall into immoral and corrupt living. 
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B. But Knowing That Sin I s  the Violation of the Law of God, Let Us 
Look at How Extensive Sin I s  in Our Lives as Fallen Creatures. 
1.  First, every deed that we do out of accord with God’s 

When we do something which the Law of God forbids, 
then we have committed sin, for instance when we 
1 ie, murder, or commi t adul tery. 

we have sinned, such as not loving God with all our 
heart, mind, soul and strength, at all times, and 
in every place. 

sin. 

Law is sinful. 
a. 

b. When we don’t do things which we ought to do, then 

c. And so any action we do contrary to God’s Law is 

2. Secondly, the Bible points out that thoughts or 
inclinations which violate the Law of God are also 
sinful. 
a. When we think of things or desire things which are 

forbidden to be thought or desired, then we have 
sinned, such as looking upon a man or a woman to 
lust after them in our hearts. 

b. When we do not think of things or desire things in 
our hearts which are commanded by God, that too is 
sin, such as not desiring to be holy both in body 
and soul at every moment of our lives, and by not 
thinking thoughts which are congruent with this. 

3. And of course, we may easily sin in our words, and we 
in fact do everyday. 
a. We speak words which we ought not to speak, such as 

when we swear, or curse, or use the name of God in 
vain, or use our language to tear down and not to 
bui Id up. 

b. We don’t speak words that we ought to speak, such 
as when someone is in need of comfort and we refuse 
to give it, or when we have a clear opportunity to 
speak the Gospel and we remain silent. 

c. And when we speak the right words in the wrong 
manner. The tone of our voices may reflect 
reluctance when we are called to speak with 
enthusiasm, such as in a worship service where we 
may offer to God the half-hearted worship of our 
flesh, rather than the praise and glory which is 
clearly His due. 

4. And let us not forget that whenever we break any part 
of the Law, we have broken it all. James says, ”FOR 
WHOEVER KEEPS THE WHOLE LAW AND YET STUMBLES IN ONE 
POINT HE HAS BECOME GUILTY OF ALL” (2: 10).  

I I I .  Use: So do you see the relevance of the Law of God for your 
life? Is God’s Law the delight of your heart and the 
constant meditation of your mind? Or is it something that 
you have banished from your consciousness either because you 
do not believe that it applies to you today, or because you 
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simply don’t want to follow its righteous commands? 
A .  Remember that you are not justified by law-keeping, but 

only by the perfect righteousness of Christ. 
1.  The Law shows us what the righteousness is that is 

acceptable to God. 
2. You would have to keep it perfectly in order to merit 

justification by it, but we have already seen how 
impossible that is by virtue of our death in Adam. 

condemned, because you cannot keep it. 

who has fulfilled the righteousness of the Law perfectly, 
for apart from Him, you would have absolutely no hope. 
And the Law continually humbles you when you see how 
wicked you really are. 

3. In trying to keep the Law, you are continually 

4. This should stir you up to greater thankfulness for the One 

5. 

B. Realizing this, what should your attitude be to the law of 
God? 
1.  Don’t you see in the Law the perfect reflection of 

God’ s righteousness? 
a. Doesn’t the Scripture say that the law is holy and 

righteous and good? (Rom. 7: 12). 
b. Isn’t whatever a holy God commands to be done 

always holy and just? 
c. Should that which God calls ”holy and righteous and 

good” be an abominable thing in your sight? 
d. And if Christ, who is the living Word of God, kept 

that Law perfectly to merit perfect righteousness, 
can we expect to live righteously by observing any 
other standard? 

2. Doesn’t your aversion to the Law simply point out the 
corruption that is yet in your members? 
a. Paul says, ”FOR THE MIND SET ON THE FLESH IS HOSTILE 

TOWARD GOD; FOR IT DOES NOT SUBJECT ITSELF TO THE LAW OF 
GOD, FOR IT IS NOT EVEN ABLE TO no so; AND THOSE WHO ARE 
IN THE FLESH CANNOT PLEASE GOD” (Rom. 8:8). 
ti) The mind set on the flesh is hostile toward 

God, because it does not and is not able to 
subject itself to the Law of God. 

cannot please God! 

this text says that you cannot please Him. 

tii) Consequently, those who are in the flesh 

tiii) Are you subject to the Law of God? If not, 

b. And again, ”WHAT SHALL WE SAY THEN? IS THE LAW SIN? 
MAY IT NEVER BE! ON THE CONTRARY, I woum NOT HAVE COME 
TO KNOW SIN EXCEPT THROUGH THE LAW; FOR I woum NOT HAVE 

NOT COVET. ’ ” . . . ”THEREFORE DID THAT WHICH IS Goon 
KNOWN ABOUT COVETING IF THE LAW HAD NOT SAID, ’YOU SHALL 

BECOME A CAUSE OF DEATH FOR ME? MAY IS NEVER BE! 
RATHER IT WAS SIN, IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT BE SHOWN TO BE 
SIN BY EFFECTING MY DEATH THROUGH THAT WHICH IS GOOD, 
THAT THROUGH THE COMMANDMENT SIN MIGHT BECOME UTTERLY 
SINFUL” (Rom. 7:7, 13). 
ti) The Law is not the problem, rather its 

function is to show us our sin by pointing 
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3 .  

out the righteous of God. 

IT NEVER BE!”, which is the strongest way in the 
Greek of saying that this is an impossibility. 

tiii) He then asks, ”THEREFORE DID THAT WHICH IS 
GOOD BECOME A CAUSE OF DEATH FOR ME?” 

tiv) Again, he responds that this is impossible. 
The Law does not cause the sin, rather it is 
the sin which indwells us. 

the more apparent. 

tii) Paul asks, is the Law sin? His response is, ”MAY 

tv) The function of the Law is to make that all 

c. Therefore, if that which distinguishes the 
regenerate from the unregenerate is the ability to 
subject yourself to the Law, and if the Law is 
good, pointing out our sins and trespasses against 
God, how much should we love it and meditate upon 
it and let it have its perfect work in our lives? 

When you really stop and think about it, what is the 
difference between the truly godly and those who are not, if 
it 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

k. 

1. 

is not the degree of their conformity to the Law of God? 
If you count the Law of God to be an unholy thing, 
you are throwing out the standard of God and 
replacing it with one of your own devising. 
Are you capable of making a law as holy and pure 
and righteous as God’s? 
Has God called you to do so? 
OF THE LEAST OF THESE COMMANDMENTS~ AND SO TEACHES 
OTHERS, SHALL BE CALLED LEAST IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; 
BUT WHOEVER KEEPS AND TEACHES THEM, HE SHALL BE CALLED 
GREAT IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN” (Matt. 5:19). 
The one who KEEPS and TEACHES them shall be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven! 
Are you keeping the commandments of God? Are you 
doing so with great joy and thankfulness? 
And how are you keeping them? Are you simply 
trying to get by with the least conformity possible 
to them, or are you trying with all that is within 
you, to conform to that holy standard? 
Herein lies the main difference between those mightily 
used of God and those who are merely getting by with 
great struggles, that one seeks conformity to the moral 
nature of God, and the other does not. 
This is the essence of sanctification, the essence 
of holiness, to be like God! 
And you will either be more like Him through 
meditating on the Law and keeping it, or less like 
Him by setting it aside. 
People of God, let us not try to see how little we 
can be like God and still get to heaven. Rather, 
let us see how much we can glorify the Lord and be 
conformed into His image while we are on this earth 
as we prepare for heaven! 
Let us by all means stay as far away from sin as we 
possibly can. Let us keep ourselves back from 
doing anything which will even incline us to sin! 

”WHOEVER THEN ANNULS ONE 
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m. The Lord has called you to be saints, and so saints 
you must be. Remember the Bible says if there is 
no holiness in your life, then you cannot expect 
heaven either. "PURSUE PEACE WITH ALL MEN, AND THE 
SANCTIFICATION WITHOUT WHICH NO ONE WILL SEE THE 
LORD" (Heb. 12: 14). 

n. Learn from the Law of God what holiness is. Be 
trained by its instruction in righteousness, and 
you will find increasing sanctification in your 
life, which is profitable not only now, but also 
for the world to come. Amen. 


