
"Shepherd the Church of God!" 
(Acts 20:28) 

Introduction: This is a very important day in the life of thj8 church, for 
the Lord has just raised up from among you two elders to rule and to 
shepherd you. This is an occasion both for rejoicing and for solemn 
reflection. It is a cause for rejoicing in that the Lord has given these 
men as a gift to you to help equip you for the viIOrk of the kingdom. As Paul 
tells us in Ephesians 4:11-13, "AND HE GAVE SOME AS APOSTLES, AND SOME AS 
PROPHETS, AND SOME AS EVANGELISTS, AND SOME AS !PASTORS AND TEACHERS, FOR THE 
EQUIPPING OF THE SAINTS FOR THE WORK OF SERVICE, TO THE BUILDING UP OF THE 
BODY OF CHRIST; UNTIL WE ALL ATTAIN TO THE UNITY OF THE FAITH, AND OF THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON OF GOD, TO A MATURE MAN, TO THE MEASURE OF THE STATURE 
WHICH BELONGS TO THE FULNESS OF CHRIST." Since it is obvious that we have 
not yet attained to this full maturity, we are still in need of the gifted 
men whom Christ gives to equip us. And it is fitting for us to rejoice and 
to thank the Lord that He has been pleased to give us what we so desperately 
need. 

But this is a time for solemn reflection as ,yell, as you think about the 
vows which you have just taken with respect to your elders, to honor them, 
encourage them, and submit to them in the Lord. This is a time to examine 
your hearts to see how you have lived up to your previous vows, and to 
purpose with new resolve to fulfill those and the one which you have taken 
today. It is especially important because these vows reflect your Lord's 
will as to how He would have you to relate to your elders. Christ has 
ordained the office of elder as the office of rule in His church. The elder 
stands before you in the name of Christ to govern, to protect and to feed 
you the Word of ~i~ And because h:is authority comes from Christ, it is an 
authority which ~::.. be recognized and respected. 

As a part of the ordination service, it is appropriate that our new 
elders be exhorted in the labor to vlhich they have been called. I would 
like to do so now from this passage in Acts 20:28, and then I would like to 
close with a few words of exhortation to you as the Lord's flock as well. 

In the context, the apostle Paul has just sent to the city of Ephesus 
from Miletus and called to himself the elders of the church in order to 
deliver to them a charge. Paul begins by telling them everything that he 
had done for the glory of Christ as an example to them. He had served the 
Lord with all humility, with tears and trials which came to him from his own 
countrymen. He had not feared declaring to them anything which might have 
profited their souls, both in public and in private. He had preached fully 
to Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Now he was going to Jerusalem knowing that he was bound for prison. 
He knew that the Ephesian elders would never see him again, and that his 
time with them was f:inished. But he had no remorse, for while he was with 
them, he had declared to them the whole counsel of God. If any of them were 
to turn from the truth of God and end up being condemned, it would not be 
because of him, but in spite of him. He says, "THEREFORE I TESTIFY TO YOU 
THIS DAY, THAT I AM INNOCENT OF' THE BLOOD OF ALL MEN" (20: 26) • This is what 
all Christians should strive for, and especially those of you who are 
elders. Elders, in order for you to do this, the Spirit exhorts you through 
this passage this morning to, 

FaithfuLly shepherd Gad's flock which He purchased with His own 
blood! 
~, I want you seriously to consider what it is that the Lord 

calls you to in your high office, alld to ta.ke comfort in the provisions 
which the Lord has made for you. 
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I. 	 .first, I Want You to See What the Lord Has Called You to Do • 
A. 	 lIe Says First, You Are to "BE ON GUARD FOR YOURSELVES." 

1. 	 To "be 011 guard" means to "turn one's mind to", to "be concerned 
about, care for, pay attent.ion to" (BAG 721). 
a. 	 Gamaliel used this word when he stood up :i.n the council which 

was trying the apostles, and sa:id, "MEN OF ISRAEL, TAKE CARE 
WHAT YOU PROPOSE TO DO WITH THESE MEN," for they were 
intending to put them to death. He was saying that you 11ad 
better be concerned for this course of action which you have 
chosen, for you may find that you are fighting against God 
(Acts 5:35). 

b. 	 Luke used this word to describe the Samaritans' respO.tlse to 
Ph:i1ip IS min.istry, liTHE MULTITUDES WITH ONE ACCORD WERE 
GIVING AT'l'ENTION TO WHAT WAS SAID BY PHILIP. ''ffJ)/fhey knew 
tha t God was t-lorking through him (Ac ts 8:6). " 

c. 	 Luke also used this word to describe Lydia's rea.ction to 
Paul's preaching, "A CERTAIN WOMAN NAMED LYDIA, FROM THE 
CITY OF THYATIRA, A SELLER OF PURPLE FABRICS, A WORSHIPER OF 
GOD, WAS LISTENIN(;" (Acts 16:14). Un.like many in our world 
who do not pay attention to the gospel and the requirements 
of God's Law, she was concerned about what Pau1 was saying. 

2. 	 As an elder, then, first of all, you are to pay attention to 
yourseLf, you are to be concerned for your own well-being. 
a. 	 After a1.1 , how can you shepberd the people of God, if your 

life is not in order? 
b. 	 Isn't tbis exactly wby the Lord requires that: the elder be a 

mature man, which is what the word means, if not physically, 
certainly spiritually. He is not to be a "NElI CONVERT" (J 
Tim, 3: 6) , He is to be a seasoned man oJ: God. 

c. 	 This means that your personal life is~$;)ve reproach. The 
personal quaLificast0J..Z; which are found in 1 Timothy 3: 1-7, 
and Titus 1 :5-9 are~Tol1nd in you, It means that you are:ic: 
continu):-&g to pursue them more and more, for this is the 
mark of a t rue Chris tian. 

d. 	 It means that you are.~ontinu~ng to move forward in your
• ..,." /:1"<••

understand.ing of Scripture. You are/la man of tile Word. As 
Paul admonislled Timothy, "BE DILIGENT TO PRESENT YOURSELF 
APPROVED TO GOD .AS A WORKMAN WHO DOES NOT NEED TO BE 
ASHAMED, HANDLING ACCURATIJ~Y.THE WORD OF TRUTH" (2 Tim. 
2: 15). :U~4s-i-n"ym1rheaiJrt!o"''1earn more and more of God's 
truth, by whatever means possible, that you may best acquire 
that kl10wJedge and wisdorp .Sflt you are to live by. 

e. 	 And it means that you arlJ!careful not the let yow,self go 
backward in the Christian .life,. but that you are' t:oilt:inu~ 
to press forward in personal holiness. You are not only 
learn~, but app1y~ the Scriptures to yourself. You 
seek_ to know your whole duty, both towards God and man. 

f. 	 You must take care to yourself that you are dy.ing more and 
more unto s.in and the world, and living more and more unto 
righteousness. Jesus sa.id, "IP ANYONE WISHES TO CONE AFTER 
ME. LET HIM DENY HIMSELF, AND TAKE UP HIS CROSS, AND FOLLOW 
ME" (Matt. 16:24) .. and-.thisis exactly what you' intend to do. 

B. 	 And This Leads Us to the Second Command: You Are to Be On Guard 
"FOR ALL THE FLOCK. /I 

1. 	 If you are not concerned about your own .life then you wi1.l not 
be concerned for the lives of others. The Lord calls you to 
"LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF" (Natt. 22:39). How can YOI1 

exercise more care for them than you take for yourself? 
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a. 	 If YOll are not concerned enough about your/dife to order it to 
God's glory, how will you be able to help others with their's? 

b. 	 If you are not concerned to grmv in your knowledge of 
Scripture, how can you encourage others to do so? 

c. 	 If you do not love ho1iness enough to pursue it wF/:.h an 
your heart, how can you exhort ot rle:rs to seek it? 

d. 	 It would be hypocritical to try and admonish someone to 
whole-hearted commitment to Christ, if your commitment. .is not 
there. Jesus sa:id, "AND WHY DO YOU LOOK AT THE SPECK THAT IS 
IN YOUR BROTHER'S EYE, BUT DO NOT NOTICE THE LOG THAT IS IN 
YOUR OWN EYE? OR HOW CAN YOU SAY TO YOUR BROTHER, I LET ME 
TAKE THE SPECK OUT OF YOUR EYE, ' AND BEHOLD, THE LOG IS IN 
YOUR OWN EYE? YOU HYPOCRITE, FIRST TAKE THE LOG OUT OF YOUR 
OWlv EYE, AND THEN YOU WILL SEE CLEARLY TO TAKE THE SPECK OUT 
OF YOUR BROTHER'S EYE" (Matt. 7:3-5), If you can dcal wUl1 
your sin first, then you can reany help your brother. 

e. 	 Jesus told us that we should love our neighbor as ourselves 
because He knew that there is no one that we love more than 
ourselves. You must first take care for your own life, that 
you walk in all the ways qf God, before you will be able to 
take care for the f1ock.~ /.;v~ u-e1' 

v 

2" But besides this, there is also the problenl 01'7' faJse teachers 
wi thin and wi thout • 
a. 	 Pau} said that there would be those who would come into the 

church who are iike wolves that would attempt to carry some 
of the nock off for themselves. "1 KNOW THAT AFTER MY 
DEPARTURE SAVAGE WOLVES WTLL COME IN AMONG YOU, NOT SPARING 
THE FLOCK" (IT. 29). 

b. 	 But the same would also happen from within the fiock, "AND 
FROM AMONG YOUR OWN SELVES MEN WILL ARISE, SPEAKING PERVERSE 
THINGS, TO DRAW AWAY THE DISCIPLES AFTER THEM" (v. 20). 

c. 	 With so many heresies in the church and outs.ide of it, it 
takes a man who knows the Scriptures to be able to recognize 
and effectively combat it. It is not so much the more 
obvious errors that we have to worry about, although we must 
be concerned for them as well, but the more subtle ones, 
those which make the Christian feel at home in the world, 
and which cause him to cease st:riving after hoLiness. 

d. 	 You are to guard the fJock and be attentive to any intrusion 
of error, so that not even one of Chr.1st's sheep is Jed away 
from the Great Shepherd. 

C. 	 Thirdly, You Are Called "TO SHEPHERD THE CHURCH OF GOD." 
1. 	 To shepherd is a broader term than to guard. 

a. 	 It includes the idea of protection, but it means more. 
b. 	 It carries with it tile same idea as ""hen it is llsed :in the 

context of sheep. It means to feed, to govern, to protect; 
in short, it means to provide everything that is needed for 
safety and growth. 

2. 	 And it goes without saying that this must be done in the way 
that God requires. 
a. 	 Peter exhorts the elders, "SHEPHERD THE FLOCK OF GOD AMONG 

YOU, EXERCISING OVERSIGHT NOT UNDER COMPULSION, BUT 
VOLUNTARILY, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD; AND NOT FOR 
SORDID GAIN, BUT WITH EAGERNESS; NOR YET AS LORDING 11' OVER 
THOSE ALLOTTED TO YOUR CHARGE, BUT PROVING TO BE EXAMPLES TO 
THE FLOCK" (J Peter 5:2-3), 
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b. 	 You are to do this willingly. not grudgingly. You are to 
ve yourself freely and who1e-heartedly to this work. 

c. 	 You are to shepherd according to the wi1.l of God. not 
according to your own will. We all have things that, 
because of our upbringing or because we have seen them done 
in other churches with success, that we would like to see in 
the church. But the Lord only gives us the authority to 
rule declan:J.tive1y and minister.ially, that is, we only have 
the authority of His Word. If you go beyond this, you go on 
your mm authority. You must search the ,S'criptures and have 
a clear biblical warrant for whatever you do. "WHATEVER IS 
NOT FROM FAITH IS SIN" (Rom. 14:23). And God has ven 
everyth.ing to us in His Word "PERTAINING TO LIFE AND 
GODLINESS" (2 Pet. 1:3). 

d. 	 You are not to shepherd for your own proLi t, not for gain or 
for prestige, but eagerly, from the heart. 

e. 	 Nor are you to use your authority for self-aggrandizement, 
but you are to be a humble servant of the f.lock. 

f. 	 You are to shepherd as a servant-leader, governing all 
things strictly according to His Word. 

g. 	 And the main goal that you ha·ve is to prepare the flock to 
stand before the Lord on that day. Your desire must be that 
they stand before Him complete in Christ. Because of this, 
you may have to reprove, admon.ish, and rebuke. You wLZ1 
have to teach things which some of the people may not like. 
But you must teach the truth and seek to have them walk in 
it at all times. Remember, there is a future day of 
reckoning. You must work with an eye constantly towards 
that. 

D. 	 DOll't Forget that What You Are Guard.ing and Shepherding Is the Apple 
of His Eye, "SHEPHERD THE CHURCH OF GOD WHICH HE PURCHASED WITH HIS 
OWN BLOOD. VI 

1. 	 It goes without saying th.3t that the church is precious to Him, 
so you had better be very careful to do what He requires of you 
for their well-being. 

2. 	 The only begotten Son of God shed His own precious blood to buy 
them out of slavery to sin, and to cleanse them of the.ir sins, 
that they m.ight live for Him. 

3. 	 This is what makes the office of an elder such a high pos.Uion, 
for you are feeding, govern.ing and protecting that which is most 
precious to Him. Do it therefore with the utmost care. 

II. 	 Having Seen What It Is that the Lord Has Called You to Do, Secondly, J 
Want You to Have the Added Assurance that the Lord Will Give You the 
Grace to Do So, 

A. 	 Remember, You Did Not Put Yourselves in This Position. 
B. 	 God Has Called You to It Through His Spidt. Paul Says, "AMONG 

WHICH THE HOLY SPIRIT liAS MADE YOU OVERSEERS." 
1. 	 The Lord caLled you nrst of all by breathing the breath of life 

into your soul and causing you to be born again from above. 
Obviously, if you were not a Chris tian, you could in 110 {vay 
qualify for th.is ofnce. 

2. 	 Secondly, He called you by giving to you the gifts t11at you 
would need in order to fu1f~i11 this office, as well as the 
desire to minister them for the good of His flock. 

3. 	 And third]y, He 11t:ls caVed you by confirming His gifts in you 
through the call of the people of God. You have been examined 
by the Session and elected by the people. 
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4. 	 Since the Lord has called you, you may also rest assured that He 
will not .leave you, but will give you the added strength that 
you will need to fully discharge your duties. 

5. 	 But you must seek Him da,i1y for His grace. You must conLinua1ly 
exercise the means which He has provided to give you the ability 
to stand strong aga,inst all that the enemy will throw at you, 
and beLieve me, he win throw everything that he possibly can to 
try and dishearten you from the ministry, both from outside the 
church and from within. 

III. 	 Lastly, I Would Like. Briefly to Exhort You, the Members of God's 
Flock. 

A. 	 Realize that the Devil Is Very Subtle, and that He Tirelessly Seeks 
the Ruin of Chris t ' s Church. 
1. 	 One of' the primary ways in which he does so, even as Pa.ul has 

already warned, ,is by creating dissension within the church. 
2. 	 You have heard of the o,ld m.i1itary strategy, HDivide and 

conquer. 1/ The enemy knows that ,if he can divide the people of 
God and turn them against each other, then he can destroy the 
effectiveness and possibly the existence of that local body. 

3. 	 It is even possible to do great harm to Christ's church in the 
name o[ good intentions. Christ said to His discip.les, "BUT AN 
HOUR IS COMING FOR EVERYONE WHO KILLS YOU TO THINK THAT HE IS 
OFFERING SERVICE TO GOD" (John 16:2). 

4. 	 A person may be very well-meaning and yet still cripple the body 
of Christ. The devil is the instigator, but we may prove to be 
his instruments, if we are not on Ollr guard aga}nst him. 

B. 	 So What Are You to Do? Paul Writes, "AND SO, AS THOSE TmO HAVE BEEN 
CHOSEN OF GOD, HOLY AND BELOVED, PUT ON A HEART OF COMPASSION, 
KINDNESS, HUHILITY, GENTLENESS AND PATIENCE; BEARING WITH ONE 
ANOTHER, AND FORGIVING EACH OTHER, WHOJ<:VER HAS A COMPLAINT AGAINST 
11NYONE; JUST AS THE LORD FORGAVE YOU, SO ALSO SHOULD YOU. AND 
BEYOND ALL THESE THINGS PUT ON LOVE, WHICH IS THE PERFECT BOND OF 
UNITY. AND LET THE PEACE OF CHRIST RULE IN YOUR HEARTS, TO WHICH 
INDEED YOU WERE CALLED IN ONE BODY; AND BE THANKFUL" (Col. 3:12-15), 
1. 	 Neither your brothers and sisters, nor your elders are perfect. 

We are all bound to let you down in some way. But your heart 
and your response to those disappointments are going to 
determine the health of Christ's church. 

2. 	 You might be disappointed that the elders whom you elected will 
not do everything the r.:ray that you think it ought to be done. But 
you are not on that account to become angry and to spread 
disun,ity. Rather, you are to submit to your brethren in the Lord. 
a. 	 There are probably as many different views of how things 

ought to be done in the church as t11ere are people. 
b. 	 But you must remember, God has not left the government of 

the church in your hands, but ,in that of the elders. 
c. 	 Your elders are your elected officials. You are the ones 

who c1wse them that they might rule over you. 
d. 	 Now that they are ordained and illstalled, it is your duty to 

htWlbJy submit to them for Christ's sake, and let them do 
what the Lord has called them to do. 

e. 	 This is what your Lord calls you to do. The author to the 
Hebrews writes, "OBEY YOUR LEADERS, AND SUBMIT TO THEM; FOR 
THEY KEEP WATCH OVER YOUR SOULS, AS THOSE WHO WILL GIVE AN 
ACCOUNT. LET THEH DO THIS WI11i JOY AND NOT WITH GRIEF, FOR 
THIS WOULD BE UNPROFITABLH POR YOU" (13: 17). And Paul 
writes, "LET EVERY PERSON BE IN SUBJECTION TO THE GOVERNING 
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f. 

g. 

h. 

AUTHORJTIES. FOR THERl': IS NO AUTHORITY EXCEPT FROM GOD, AND 
THOSE 	 WHICH EXIST ARE ESTABLISHED BY GOD" (Rom. 13:1). God 
is the One who has estab1.ished elder rule in His church, and 
He cal.ls you to submit to them. 
This 	is in fact what you have vowed to God that you would 
do. 	 You earlier s.ignified by the raising of your hands that 
you would fu.lf:i1J this vow, "Do you, the members of this 
church, acknowledge and receive these brothers as ruling 
elders, and do you promise to yie.ld them an that honor, 
encouragement, and obed.ience in the Lord, to which their 
office, according to the Word of God and the constitution of 
this Church, entitles them?" (BCD, FOG XXV:6.c, p. 76). 
It is 	very commOll today .for the elders of Christ's church to 
be treated w.ith disrespect, ,1S thougb the Lord has caned 

them to this office to suffer at the hands of HiE; people. 

But that .is not His wi.l1. He wants you to hOllor them, 
encourage tilem, and obey them. 
(1) 	 Even if you did not vote for them, their office is 


stilJ worthy of being honored. 

(ii) 	 And they need your encouragement. Their is nothing .in 


life which is more difficult than laboring under the 

impress.ion that no one appreciates your hard work. 


(iii) And you need to obey them. If everyone in the church 
seeks to carry out his or her own agenda, it.w;tl~.$; h<:.~.t,.,-" 
create so much disunity so as to cr:ipple ~~ffitrc7i. .J 

But if you let the elders lead as tbey are led by 
Christ's Word, then the church will continue to move 
forward. 

Lastly, I would like to encourage you to pray earnestJy for 
your elders daily. Pray for Mark, Brad, Dick, Sal, and 
myself. Pray that God would give us the grace and wisdom to 
discharge this office for His glory and for your good. Pray 
that the Lord would lead us into the direction that He would 
have us to go. Pray that He would keep us from error and 011 

the right path. But pray most of all that He would equip us 
to prepare ourselves and you for the day of His judgment, .ill 
order that an of us may receive a fun reward. ~ 
·~o ~ ~ A{..r-11I"""..', ~_~..Rk""" w<C: 6d!2., ~,-,:!.1AL . ~~.~\.; ""~ ."~'1r4~;'_.' .'~ 
<.~ . ~ii~..~ . .,&~ .:..(ea",--~ ..;iti;;~.~ :-' ~:J 
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