
“Set Your Mind on Heaven” 

(Colossians 3:1-3) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Again, we’ve been looking at something  

That is true of you  

If you are a believer here this evening:   

a.  You are dead –  

(i)  You died with Christ  

(a)  When he died;  

(b)  You are dead to sin  

(c)  And to your old way of living.   

 

(ii)  You really don’t want to live that way anymore.   

(a)  Your old man may want to –  

(b)  The sin that’s in you –  

(c)  But the new you – the real you –  

(d)  Doesn’t!   

 

b.  You have been raised with Christ –  

(i)  When He was raised from the dead  

(ii)  You were raised to life in Him –  

(iii)  You now have a new principle at work in you  

(iv)  One that desires the Lord and wants to do His will.   

 

2.  We’ve also been considering the things that should motivate you –  

To put your sins to death,  

And to put on Christ.   

a.  The first was faith –  

(i)  The Lord has given you the ability to see something  

(ii)  That is far better than anything here on this earth –  

(iii)  The fulfillment of His promises in Jesus Christ.   

 

b.  The second was love –  

(i)  The Lord has given you a faith  

(ii)  That works by love (Gal. 5:6) –  

(iii)  A love for what is good and holy,  

(iv)  And a corresponding hatred of everything that is sin.   

(v)  Seeing these things and wanting them  

(vi)  Is what compels you to move forward  

(vii)  So that you might gain them in Christ.   

(viii)  It’s what compels you to put your sins to death,  

(ix)  And to live for Jesus.   
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c.  These are two principles  

(i)  The Lord has already created in your soul.   

(ii)  You can see the invisible things of the Lord by faith  

(iii)  And you already love them.   

(iv)  That’s why you trusted Jesus in the first place  

(v)  And began walking with Him.   

 

4.  But just because those principles are there  

a.  Doesn’t mean that you don’t need encouragement  

b.  To grow in them.   

c.  Sin is always working against you,  

(i)  Trying to blind you to the reality of these things  

(ii)  And to quench your love for them.   

(iii)  That’s why you need to use the means of grace  

(a)  To gain more of this faith and love  

(b)  To move ahead.   

 

d.  Realizing that sin is working against you –  

(i)  That its ultimate goal is to destroy your soul –  

(ii)  Is another reason you’ll want to kill it.   

(a)  If you don’t kill it, it will kill you.   

(b)  Thankfully, the Lord has given you the tools  

(c)  And commanded you to do this.   

(d)  But that is a topic for another sermon.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Tonight, we’re going to look at another reason  

a.  You should seek to die to sin and live to God:   

b.  Because you are already seating with Christ in heaven.   

 

2.  Let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, the reality:  you have been raised up with Christ and are already seated 

with Him in the heavenlies.   

b.  Second, the command:  Since you have been raised up with Christ, you must 

set your mind on the things above.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider the reality:  you have been raised up with Christ and are 

already seated with Him in heaven.   

1.  He begins by saying, “If you have been raised up with Christ.”   

a.  This is something he assumes to be true of his audience.   

b.  This is something that is true of you, if you’re a believer here this evening:   

(i)  You have been raised up with Christ  

(a)  As we already saw,  

(b)  When He died, you died,  
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(c)  When He was raised, you were raised.   

(d)  When you are united with Christ by faith,  

(e)  Whatever He went through for you,  

(f)  You went through with Him.   

 

(ii)  This means you are already seated with Him in heaven.   

(a)  Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians,  

(b)  After pointing out that you were born dead in sin,  

(c)  That you came into this world walking after the prince of this world,  

(d)  That you were a child of wrath, even as the rest of the world,  

(e)  Goes on to say, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great 

love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our 

transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 

been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the 

heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might 

show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ 

Jesus” (Ephesians 2:4-7).   

(1)  Just as you died and were raised with Him,  

(2)  So you have ascended with Him.   

(3)  And are now seating with Him.   

(4)  Your Lord is now in heaven, and so are you –  

(5)  That is the reality.   

 

c.  And so what is Paul’s point?   

(i)  If that is where you are in Christ,  

(ii)  That is where you will want to be –  

(a)  That is where your heart will be:   

(b)  In heaven, and not on earth.   

 

(iii)  Consequently, this is where your mind will be.   

(a)  You know as well as I  

(1)  That when you see something you want  

(2)  You can’t help thinking about it –  

(3)  Your mind is fixed on that thing  

(4)  Until it’s actually yours.   

 

(b)  If it happens to be a place you want to go,  

(1)  You’ll think about it  

(2)  Until you’re actually there.   

 

(c)  If it’s a person you want to be with,  

(1)  You’ll think about them,  

(2)  Until you’re with them.   

 

(iv)  If you’re a believer this evening,  

(a)  Your heart is with the Lord –  
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(b)  You love Him more than anything else in this world –  

(c)  Which is why you would rather be with Him  

(d)  Than on this earth.   

 

2.  But there are two things that are working against you.   

a.  The first is the enemy in your heart – sin.   

(i)  That part of you that doesn’t want you to think about heaven,  

(a)  That wants you to focus on the world and the things of the world.   

(b)  Because it knows that if you focus your mind on heaven  

(c)  That you will do the things that will make it weaker –  

(d)  That will eventually kill it.   

 

(ii)  And so out of self-preservation  

(a)  It dangles the world in front of your eyes,  

(b)  It continually draws your mind toward the world.   

(c)  And plays the world up to you,  

(d)  While downplaying heaven.   

(1)  “Heaven is still such a long way off.”   

(2)  “There’s so much to enjoy here.”   

(3)  “You only have one opportunity to do these things.”   

(4)  “Don’t waste it by pursuing something that isn’t true.”   

(5)  “What you want isn’t that bad.”   

(6)  “I don’t see anywhere in the Bible where God says you can’t do 

these things.”   

 

(e)  It presents many other arguments,  

(1)  To draw you into the world,  

(2)  And away from heaven,  

(3)  Though heaven is really where you want to be as a Christian.   

 

(iii)  This is the first thing working against you.   

 

b.  The second is this:   

(i)  Just because the Lord put the desire for heaven in your heart,  

(a)  Doesn’t mean it’s going to be as strong as it can or should be,  

(b)  Sometimes it can get so weak,  

(c)  You’re not even sure that you want to go to heaven at all.   

 

(ii)  You know by now the Christian life  

(a)  Isn’t something that happens automatically.   

(1)  God doesn’t just fill your heart with so much love,  

(2)  That it pushes your sin out the door,  

(3)  So that all you want to do is obey Him.   

 

(b)  The Christian life is a constant struggle –  

(1)  A warfare between your flesh and the Spirit of God –  
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(2)  One that you must be engaged in at all times  

(3)  If you are to win.   

 

(c)  In other words,  

(1)  Just because the Lord has put the desire for heaven in your heart  

(2)  Doesn’t mean  

(A)  That you’re always going to be  

(B)  Thinking about heaven as you should  

(C)  And not about the things of the earth.   

 

(3)  But the fact that He has given you that desire  

(A)  Does mean that you will be able to obey  

(B)  What we’ll look at next.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider the command:  “If you have been raised up with Christ, keep 

seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your 

mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.  For you have died 

and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”   

1.  Since you have an enemy  

a.  The flesh – that is working against you –  

b.  And since the possibility exists  

(i)  That you won’t pursue these things as your should.   

(ii)  The Lord gives you a command.   

(iii)  This is what you are to do.   

(iv)  You can do it, because the desire is already there.   

 

2.  Exactly what is the Lord telling you to do here?   

a.  First, to take your mind off the things that are on the earth.   

(i)  What things?   

(ii)  Two things in general:   

(a)  The things that are sinful.   

(b)  And the things that aren’t sinful in themselves,  

(c)  But become sin if you love them too much.   

 

(iii)  These are the same two things  

(a)  The author to the Hebrews warns us  

(b)  That we must be willing to let go of  

(c)  If we are to run the race set before us.   

(1)  Looking back to the hall of faith in chapter 11,  

(2)  He begins chapter 12 with these words, “Therefore, since we have 

so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside 

every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let 

us run with endurance the race that is set before us” (v. 1).   

(3)  You need to lay aside the sin that easily entangles you.   

(4)  And everything that encumbers you.   

 



6 

(iv)  Sin is fairly easy to understand:   

(a)  Sin is lawlessness:   

(1)  Everything that God forbids in His Law.   

(2)  Sin is doing things God tells us not to do,  

(3)  As well as not doing the things He tells us to do.   

 

(b)  If we are going to take our minds off the earth –  

(1)  So that we’ll run toward heaven –  

(2)  We must first detach our hearts from sin –  

(3)  The things that are clearly against His will.   

 

(v)  The second category – an encumbrance – isn’t really so hard to define,  

(a)  As it is to let go of:   

(1)  The things that aren’t necessarily sinful,  

(2)  But that become sin  

(3)  When they gain too much ground in our hearts.   

 

(b)  In Pilgrim’s Progress, both are represented by Vanity Faire,  

(1)  Where there are things both lawful and unlawful  

(2)  To tempt Pilgrim’s out of the way to Zion  

(3)  And to settle in the world.   

(4)  Encumbrances are the things that aren’t sinful in themselves  

(5)  But become sinful because you love them too much.   

(6)  The things,  

(A)  That get in your way when you want to do something spiritual,  

(B)  When you want to serve God,  

(C)  The things that weaken your love for God.   

(D)  That captivate your heart and mind,  

(E)  So that it’s all you think about.   

(F)  It’s also the things you believe to be sinful –  

(G)  Whether they really are or not –  

(H)  That you’re still willing to do.   

 

(vi)  The Lord tells you that  

(a)  You must set aside sin  

(b)  And the things that encumber you  

(c)  That you might fix your eyes on Jesus  

(d)  And run the race with endurance.   

(e)  If you don’t do this, you haven’t a chance of succeeding.   

 

b.  This brings us to the second part of the command:  You are to keep seeking 

the things above, where Christ is; you are to set your mind on the things 

above.  What does this mean?   

(i)  Certainly, it means first  

(a)  That you are to love Jesus so much  

(b)  That He is foremost in your thoughts.   
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(c)  It’s easy to say you love Him.   

(1)  But how much do you think about Him?   

(2)  Can you really say you love Him,  

(3)  If you can go hour after hour,  

(4)  Or day after day,  

(5)  Without ever giving Him a thought?   

 

(ii)  It also means to love His people.   

(a)  If you love Jesus, won’t you also love those who are His –  

(b)  Those who are being recreated in His image?   

(c)  Can you really love Him,  

(1)  If you don’t think about your brothers and sister in Christ,  

(2)  And pray for them,  

(3)  And when you’re with them  

(4)  Do all you can to build them up in Christ  

(5)  And to encourage them towards heaven?   

 

(iii)  If you love Jesus,  

(a)  Won’t you also love His Father,  

(b)  And think about whether the things you’re doing  

(c)  Are honoring to Him?   

 

(iv)  Won’t you love His Spirit?   

(a)  And obey Him,  

(b)  Rather than doing the things that grieve and quench His work?   

 

(v)  Won’t you love His Word,  

(a)  Enough to read it  

(b)  And to do what it says?   

 

(vi)  Won’t you also love His kingdom,  

(a)  And do what you can to advance it,  

(b)  As He calls you to do through your life?   

 

(vii)  And won’t you want to be in Heaven –  

(a)  Where the Lord is reigning,  

(b)  And live and work as one heading for that place  

(c)  In everything you do –  

(d)  Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do (1 Cor. 10:31)?   

 

(viii)  To seek the things above means  

(a)  To have these things on your heart and in your mind,  

(b)  Rather than the things of this world.   

 

c.  If you’re a believer this evening,  

(i)  This is what you’ll want,  
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(ii)  And so you’ll submit to this command  

(iii)  To turn from the world and seek the things above.   

(iv)  You’ll put to death the sin that stands in your way,  

(v)  And you’ll seek to put on those virtues  

(vi)  That will help you reach heaven.   

 

d.  If you’re not a believer,  

(i)  You won’t be able to do this.   

(ii)  Because you only want  

(iii)  The things Jesus tells you that you need to give up.   

(iv)  If that’s where you are this evening,  

(a)  Then pray that the Lord would break  

(b)  The hold sin has on your heart,  

(c)  And that He would put His love there,  

(1)  That you might want to do what’s right,  

(2)  And submit to this command:   

(A)  To forsake the world and your sin,  

(B)  To fix your eyes on heaven,  

(C)  And to run that way.   

 

e.  May the Lord give all of us His grace to do so.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


