
“Sealed with the Spirit” 

(Ephesians 1:13-14) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we’re continuing our study on communion with God.   

a.  It was sparked by our beginning weekly communion, wanting better to 

understand the blessing we have here.   

(i)  That at the Table, we have communion with Christ – not physically, but 

spiritually.   

(ii)  He communicates the blessings He purchased for us through the Spirit.   

 

b.  As we delved deeper into this subject, we saw that all three members are 

involved in this communion.   

(i)  The Father in loving us and providing His Son for us.   

(ii)  The Son in His work of redemption, removing the things that stood in the 

way of the Father’s love – our sin and lack of righteousness.   

(iii)  And the Spirit in applying Christ’s work to us and creating through 

Himself the bond of love between the Father, the Son and us.   

 

2.  We’re now considering what the Spirit does.   

a.  How He reminds us of God’s promises.   

b.  How He assures us of God’s love.   

c.  How He shows us that we are God’s children.   

d.  How He does these things powerfully and sovereignly.   

e.  And all of these things that He might do what Jesus sent Him to do:  comfort 

us.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  The next blessing of this communion with the Spirit we’ll consider is His 

sealing us:  “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel 

of your salvation – having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy 

Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the 

redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory” (Eph. 1:13-14).   

2.  Let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, what this sealing of the Spirit is.   

b.  Second, why God seals us.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what is the sealing of the Spirit?   

1.  We know, first, this sealing is an act of the Holy Spirit.   

a.  It’s another work He does on behalf of Christ.   

b.  It’s another application of what Jesus lived and died to give us.   
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c.  He receives from Christ and gives to us, to draw attention to Christ – let’s 

make sure we recognize where this blessing comes from.   

 

2.  Second, that’s not hard to do when we understand what it is:  it is the imparting 

of His image, nature, character to us.   

a.  This is what it means to seal something – to stamp the image of the seal on it.   

(i)  A king would use his signet ring to seal His image into the wax, either a 

picture of himself or something that represented him.   

(ii)  The Spirit impresses an image on us.   

 

b.  What is this image?   

(i)  It’s His image, God’s image – that image revealed in Christ – what Peter 

calls the divine nature, which is God’s moral image.   

(ii)  When the Spirit dwells in our souls, He works God’s nature in us, His 

righteousness, His holiness.   

(a)  It’s something we can see, when we begin to think, desire, act like 

Jesus.   

(b)  This is further proof that the Lord has accepted us, that He loves us, 

that He has adopted us as His children, in a word, that we are safe.   

 

B.  Let’s consider, second, why God seals us.  There are two reasons.   

1.  The first purpose of a seal is to validate a promise.   

a.  When a king would issue a new law or decree, he would confirm it by 

applying his signet ring to validate or confirm the document.  We see an 

example in Esther.   

(i)  “Then the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman, 

the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews.  The king said 

to Haman, ‘The silver is yours, and the people also, to do with them as you 

please.’  Then the king’s scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of 

the first month, and it was written just as Haman commanded to the king’s 

satraps, to the governors who were over each province and to the princes 

of each people, each province according to its script, each people 

according to its language, being written in the name of King Ahasuerus 

and sealed with the king’s signet ring” (Est. 3:10-12).   

(ii)  When King Ahasuerus gave Haman his signet ring, he was in essence 

giving him the authority to carry out whatever he wanted in the king’s 

name, with his authority.   

(iii)  Such a decree was irrevocable:  once it was sealed, it became law; it was 

permanent.   

(iv)  That’s why when Ahasuerus wanted to save Esther, he had to empower 

Mordecai to issue another decree – again with his seal – that would allow 

the Jews to defend themselves.  “Now you write to the Jews as you see fit, 

in the king’s name, and seal it with the king’s signet ring; for a decree 

which is written in the name of the king and sealed with the king’s signet 

ring may not be revoked” (Est. 8:8).   
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b.  The seal of the Spirit is first to validate or confirm irrevocably the promise of 

eternal life in Christ to our souls.   

(i)  It’s meant to assure us of the truth of God’s promise – that what He has 

given us in Christ, He will never revoke or take back.   

(ii)  His Spirit shows this to us, convinces our hearts of it, assures us it’s true, 

that it’s something we can trust the Lord will bring to completion.   

(iii)  How does He show us?   

(a)  Through the power of a changed life.   

(b)  Paul writes, “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror 

the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 

glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:18).   

(c)  When we see the Spirit active in our souls working Christ’s image in 

our lives:  that is His testimony that we have eternal life.   

(d)  As long as we can see that testimony, we can know the promise 

belongs to us.   

(e)  His image, His seal on our lives, means we have eternal life.   

 

2.  The second purpose of a seal was to set someone apart.   

a.  In the book of Revelation, we see God’s servants sealed.   

(i)  “And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the 

seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels 

to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, saying, ‘Do not 

harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-

servants of our God on their foreheads.’  And I heard the number of those 

who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every 

tribe of the sons of Israel” (Rev. 7:2-4).   

(ii)  These 144,000 Jews were the first-fruits of the Lord’s harvest – the first 

converts to Christianity from the Jews – that were to be kept safe during 

70 AD.   

 

b.  In Ezekiel’s vision, we also see a sealing or marking of the foreheads of the 

faithful of Jerusalem to protect them, before the Lord’s judgment went forth 

to destroy the unfaithful.   

(i)  “Then the glory of the God of Israel went up from the cherub on which it 

had been, to the threshold of the temple.  And He called to the man 

clothed in linen at whose loins was the writing case.  The LORD said to 

him, ‘Go through the midst of the city, even through the midst of 

Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan 

over all the abominations which are being committed in its midst.’  But to 

the others He said in my hearing, ‘Go through the city after him and strike; 

do not let your eye have pity and do not spare’” (Ezek. 9:3-5).   

(ii)  The Lord marks His people with the seal of the Spirit, to set them apart, 

to keep them safe in the judgment, to inherit salvation.   

 

c.  From this perspective, it’s something He sees, not us.   
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(i)  It’s not a mark we can look at to know we’re true believers, but 

something God sees that sets us apart as true believers.   

(ii)  Even though we can’t see it, we can know it’s ours if we have the seal in 

the first sense – when we see the stamp of Christ’s image on our souls – 

His life being worked out in our lives – through the Holy Spirit.   

(iii)  This is another way the Spirit comforts us – relieving our fears, showing 

us that we’re not in danger of God’s judgment.   

 

d.  In closing, let me ask two questions:   

(i)  Do you have the image of Christ stamped into your soul?   

(a)  Do you have His mind:  desiring to know the Father’s will?   

(b)  Do you have His heart:  desiring to carry out His will?   

(c)  Do you live like Him, not perfectly, but is His image growing in you?   

(d)  Do you love the Father and the Son?   

(e)  If not, then look to Christ to save you.   

 

(ii)  Do you see His image, but dimly?   

(a)  Then pray that the Spirit would work more powerfully in your soul.   

(b)  Repent of the sins that quench it.   

(c)  Use the means of grace to strengthen His work.   

(d)  Especially now as we prepare to come to the Table to have 

communion with Christ, through the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


