
 

 

“How Do We Know the Bible Is God’s Word?” 
 
 
 
1.  We have seen over the last two weeks the fact that the 66 books of the Bible are the canon of 

Scripture and therefore are our authority for life.   
a.  Remember, the rules for including a book in the canon:   

(i)  Written by an apostle or prophet or close associate.   
(ii)  Claims to be the Word of the Lord.   
(iii)  Internally consistent with itself and with the other books.   
(iv)  It exhibits the power and authority of God (Heb. 4:12).   
(v)  And they were recognized and received by the people of God.   
 

b.  Since it is the Word of God, since it is part of the canon of Scripture, we submit to its 
authority.   

 
2.  What I would like for us to look at this morning are more of the ways in which the Word of 

God shows itself to be the Word of God.  Why would this be important?  These may 
strengthen our assurance, and we may use them to demonstrate the Bible’s authority to others.   
a.  Think of a typical scenario.  We are telling someone about God, and of course, we use the 

Bible.  The person refuses to acknowledge that the Bible is God’s Word, and therefore 
authoritative.  Now it doesn’t become less authoritative or without authority, simply 
because someone refuses to acknowledge its truth (Remember, the unbeliever tries to tear 
down whatever he sees of God’s truth [Rom. 1]).  But it would be helpful if we could 
show them some of the ways in which it does show itself to be His Word, in the same way 
that we seek to show them again that the God we speak of indeed exists by pointing out the 
evidence He gives us in nature (even though they see it and deny it, it is still useful to point 
it out, for it renders them without excuse).   

b.  What are some of the ways, then, that the Bible shows the marks of divinity?   
(i)  There are certainly a large number of people throughout the ages (the church) who 

have believed that it is God’s Word.  (The testimony of the church.  1 Timothy 3:15, 
“I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; but in case I am 
delayed, I write so that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the 
household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the 
truth.”)  How is this different from the Roman Catholic Church’s view?  They believe 
that it is God’s Word because they say it is.  We say that it is because it is.  This 
doesn’t prove that it is God’s Word, but we would certainly expect this to be the case, 
since it is.   

(ii)  The miracles:  they all testify to the fact that it is God’s revelation.  Only the God 
who is found in nature would be able to do the miracles which are found here.  What if 
the person you are speaking with doesn’t accept the truth of the record of Scripture?  
What if they don’t accept the miracles?  They are true anyway.  Evil unbelief doesn’t 
negate the fact that something is true.   

(iii)  The prophecies:  prophecies concerning Messiah, where born (Micah 5:2; Matt. 2:1), 
what family He would be in (2 Sam. 7:12-13; Ps. 132:1; John 7:42), how the king 
would try to kill Him (Jer. 31:15; Matt. 2:16-18), that He would be taken to Egypt (Hos. 



 

 

11:1; Matt. 2:15), the kind of death He would die (Ps. 22; Mark 15:34), and that He 
would be raised again from the dead (Ps. 118:22; Acts 4:9-11).   

(iv)  Its accuracy:  everything which can be checked historically has proven to be true.   
(v)  Its efficacy:  able to search and convict our hearts (Heb. 4:12), able to make us wise 

unto salvation (Rom. 1:16, 17).   
(vi)  Its unity:  written by over 40 authors, over a period of 1500 years, from all different 

walks of life (king, shepherd, fisherman, fig grower, prophet, physician).   
(vii)  Its sublimity:  it speaks of things so beyond us, so wonderful.   
(viii)  Its preservation:  the Lord has taken singular care to preserve its truths for us.   

 
c.  Now again, couldn’t someone hear all these things and still deny them?  Yes.  Does this 

make them any less true?  No.  Then how will you persuade them of its truth?   
(i)  You could labor to show them the truth of these prophecies.  If something was 

predicted long before it happened, and it happened, that might have some persuasion.  
All of these things might persuade them somewhat.   

(ii)  The work of God’s Spirit is necessary to convict them of its truth (John 16:7-8).   
(iii)  It is God’s Spirit that will also bring a full persuasion of its truth to us (1 John 2:20, 

27; John 16:13, 14; 1 Cor. 2:10-12).   


