
“Of Saving Faith” 
(WCF 14:1-3) 

 
 
 
WCF 14.1  The grace of faith, whereby the elect are enabled to believe to the saving of 
their souls, is the work of the Spirit of Christ in their hearts, and is ordinarily 
wrought by the ministry of the Word:  by which also, and by the administration of 
the sacraments, and prayer, it is increased and strengthened.   
I.  Main Idea:  The ability savingly to believe is the work of the Spirit, through the 

Word, and is strengthened through the means of grace.   
A.  There is a faith that is saving.   

1.  What are the different kinds of faith mentioned in the Bible?   
a.  Faith to receive or do miracles, when the gift was in exercise.   

(i)  The nine lepers who were cleansed (Luke 17:17).   
(ii)  Judas performed miracles (Matt. 10).   
 

b.  Historic faith:  belief in the facts of the Gospel.   
(i)  Simon saw the miracles done by Philip and believed (Acts 8:13).   
(ii)  The devils believe and tremble (James 2:19).   

 
c.  Saving faith:  faith that justifies.   
 

2.  What sets saving faith apart from these other faiths?   
a.  It goes beyond assent to trust.   

(i)  There are three components to saving faith:  knowledge, assent and trust.   
(ii)  Historic faith stops at assent; saving faith is actually trusting in Jesus to 

save us.   
 

b.  It actually saves us by applying Christ to the soul.   
(i)  “And I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will 

snatch them out of My hand” (John 10:28).   
(ii)  “But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who 

have faith to the preserving of the soul” (Hebrews 10:39).   
 
B.  Faith is something the Spirit of God works in our hearts.   

1.  What was our condition when we came into this world?   
a.  We are dead in trespass and sin, and want nothing to do with God.   
b.  “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1).   
 

2.  How was our condition changed?   
a.  The Spirit of God made us alive; gave us faith.   
b.  “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved 

us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with 
Christ (by grace you have been saved)” (Eph. 2:4-5).   
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c.  “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, 
but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by 
the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:5-7).   

 
C.  What does the Spirit normally use to work this faith in us?   

1.  The Spirit normally works this faith through the ministry of the Word.   
a.  “How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed?  How will 

they believe in Him whom they have not heard?  And how will they hear 
without a preacher? . . . So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word 
of Christ” (Rom. 10:14, 17).   

b.  “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek” (Rom. 1:16).   

 
2.  How does He further strengthen this faith?   

a.  Through the means of grace.   
b.  “Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you 

may grow in respect to salvation” (1 Pet. 2:2).   
c.  “And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able 

to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified” (Acts 20:32).   

d.  “So Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves’” (John 
6:53).   

 
WCF 14.2  By this faith, a Christian believeth to be true whatsoever is revealed in the 
Word, for the authority of God Himself speaking therein; and acteth differently upon 
that which each particular passage thereof containeth; yielding obedience to the 
commands, trembling at the threatenings, and embracing the promises of God for 
this life and that which is to come.  But the principal acts of saving faith are 
accepting, receiving, and resting upon Christ alone for justification, sanctification, 
and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of grace.   
II.  Main Idea:  Faith enables us to respond to each part of God’s Word as we should; 
but it’s main purpose is to enable us to trust in Christ for our salvation.   

A.  How does a believer respond to God’s Word?   
1.  He believes everything it says:   

a.  “For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word 
of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but 
for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who 
believe” (1 Thes. 2:13).   

b.  “But this I admit to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect I do 
serve the God of our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with 
the Law and that is written in the Prophets” (Acts 24:14).   
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2.  He obeys the commands:  “The one who keeps His commandments abides in 
Him, and He in him” (1 John 3:24).   

3.  He trembles at the threatenings:  “But to this one I will look, to him who is 
humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word” (Isa. 66:2).   

4.  He embraces the promises:  “All these died in faith, without receiving the 
promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and 
having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth” (Heb. 11:13).   

 
B.  What is the most important thing faith enables us to do?   

1.  It enables us to receive and rest in Christ alone for our salvation:  “But as many as 
received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those 
who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12-13).   

2.  It enables us to receive all His benefits:   
a.  His righteousness for our justification.   
b.  The help of His Spirit for our sanctification.   
c.  His right to relationship with the Father and to inherit the kingdom eternally.   
d.  And all through the provision God made for us in Christ through the Covenant 

of grace.   
 
WCF 14.3  This faith is different in degrees, weak or strong; may be often and many 
ways assailed and weakened, but gets the victory; growing up in many to the 
attainment of a full assurance through Christ, who is both the author and finisher of 
our faith.   
III.  Main Idea:  Faith may be strong or weak, but Christ will make sure it 
accomplishes its purpose in us.   

A.  Is everyone’s faith the same?   
1.  No.  It may be weak:  “But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive 

today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe 
you?  You of little faith!” (Matt. 6:30).   

2.  It may be strong:  “Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those 
who were following, ‘Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with 
anyone in Israel’” (Matt. 8:10).   

 
B.  Why do we differ?   

1.  God has different plans for us that require differing measures of faith.   
2.  God sometimes withdraws His Spirit to teach us to be watchful against sin:  

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not 
cast me away from Your presence and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me” 
(Psalm 51:10-11).   

3.  God can bring trials that may weaken it for a time:  “In this you greatly rejoice, 
even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by 
various trials, so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which 
is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:6-7).   
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4.  Satan can tempt us:  “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to 
sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and 
you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:31-
32).   

5.  We can neglect the means of grace.   
 
C.  How strong can our faith become?   

1.  Strong enough to extinguish the enemy’s attacks:  “In addition to all, taking up 
the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows 
of the evil one” (Eph. 6:16).   

2.  Strong enough to overcome the world’s attacks:  “For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world – our 
faith.  Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is 
the Son of God?” (1 John 5:4-5).   

3.  Strong enough to overcome our indwelling corruption to the point where we will 
have a full assurance:  “And we desire that each one of you show the same 
diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you will 
not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises” (Heb. 6:11-12).   

 
D.  What is guaranteed to everyone who has faith?   

1.  Our faith will never completely fail:  “This is the will of Him who sent Me, that 
of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day” (John 
6:39).   

2.  Christ will bring it to completion:  “Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2).   


