
“Saul’s Calling” 
(Acts 9:10-19)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw:   
a.  Saul’s increasing hatred of Christ and His church:   

(i)  He was very likely one of those arguing with Stephen (Acts 6:9-10).   
(ii)  He was the one watching the robes of those who stoned him, while 

strongly desiring his death (7:58).   
(iii)  He was the one leading the persecution against the church in Jerusalem, 

so that the disciples were scattered.   
(a)  Of course, the Lord used his evil for good.   
(b)  But God’s good purpose didn’t justify Saul’s evil actions.   
 

b.  We also saw that Saul wasn’t content with the devastation he caused in 
Jerusalem:   
(i)  He continued to threaten the church and desired to kill those who 

followed Christ.   
(ii)  He went to the high priest to gain a commission to go to Damascus and 

to do there what he had done in Jerusalem.   
(iii)  And so with the letters in hand, he started off with a band of men to bind 

and bring back to Jerusalem any belonging to the Way.   
 

2.  But as he approached Damascus, something happened.   
a.  Unknown to him, the Lord had other plans.   

(i)  Saul didn’t realize it, but the Lord had chosen him from all eternity to be 
His apostle to the Gentiles.   

(ii)  But there was a small problem:  Saul hated the Lord and His church, and 
in his own conceit and pride, he thought he could destroy both.   

(iii)  But the Lord showed him otherwise.   
 

b.  As they neared the city, the Lord shown a light from heaven:   
(i)  Immediately, Saul and those with him fell to the ground.   
(ii)  When the others got up, Saul remained on the ground, humbled by his 

experience and by what he heard:   
(a)  Jesus revealed to him that He really was the Lord.   
(b)  Though Saul thought he was persecuting the church, he was really 

persecuting Jesus.   
 

(iii)  Submitting to this voice from heaven, Saul asked, “What shall I do, 
Lord” (22:10).   

(iv)  The Lord told him to stand up, go into Damascus and there he would be 
told what he was to do.   
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(v)  Saul obeyed the Lord, but when he stood, he found he was blind.   
(a)  Those with him had to lead him into the city.   
(b)  And there he remained for three days, while he fasted.   
 

c.  This was Saul’s awakening:   
(i)  He understood something of the seriousness of his sins.  
(ii)  He now understood that he was the greatest of sinners.   
(iii)  Thinking that he was doing God’s will, he was actually doing everything 

he could to destroy the work of God.   
 

d.  So many today who believe themselves to be Christians are really no 
different than Saul:   
(i)  They think they’re doing the Lord’s will, but they’re only deceiving 

themselves.   
(ii)  Not only are their good works not good at all, they’re actually tearing 

down through their sins what Christ is seeking to build.   
(iii)  We need to make sure we understand this difference for ourselves and 

for those we seek to minister to.   
(iv)  We must trust in Jesus for our righteousness and turn from our sins.   
(v)  We must love the Lord and His truth, and walk in it.   
(vi)  If we’re not, we’re only deceiving ourselves as Saul did, and unless the 

Lord awakens us to this fact, we will perish, as will anyone else who 
follows their own hearts rather than putting their trust in Jesus Christ and 
following His will.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  We pick up the story this morning with Saul in Damascus:   
a.  He is still blind, still under the conviction of his sins, still fasting and waiting 

to see what the Lord would do with him.   
b.  Unknown to him, the Lord had a plan to relieve his suffering and to bring His 

own plan for Saul’s conversion to its completion.   
 

2.  This morning, we’ll look at three things:   
a.  First, the Lord’s call to Ananias to go and minister to Saul.   
b.  Second, Ananias’ hesitation to go to Saul, and how the Lord overcame his 

fear.   
c.  Finally, the Lord’s call to Saul out of death to life.   
d.  Our passage reminds us this morning that the work God begins, He will 

perfect:  Saul was brought to his knees – what will you have me do? – and 
then the Lord completed that work in healing him, raising him up, and using 
him to proclaim His Gospel – God makes even His enemies to serve Him.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider the Lord’s call to Ananias to minister to Saul.  “Now there was 
a disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and the Lord said to him in a vision, 
‘Ananias.’  And he said, ‘Here I am, Lord.’  And the Lord said to him, ‘Get up and 
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go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for a man from 
Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named 
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him, so that he might regain his sight’” (vv. 
10-12).   
1.  Who was Ananias?   

a.  Ananias was a Jewish disciple who lived in Damascus.  He was either 
converted on the day of Pentecost or by the disciples who came there to 
preach after they were dispersed by Saul’s persecution.   

b.  He may also have been one the Lord had used before to minister, since when 
the Lord called him, he didn’t seem to be surprised.   
(i)  The Lord had many servants, not just the apostles or Philip.   
(ii)  The Scriptures don’t record everything that each of His servants did for 

Him – just the things He wanted preserved for us.   
(iii)  But that doesn’t mean He won’t remember what all of His servants did – 

He remembers every service we offer to Him (Heb. 6:10):  so let’s not 
grow weary of well doing (Gal. 6:9).    

 
2.  The Lord called Ananias, and Ananias, like Philip, responded that he was ready:   

a.  “Here I am, Lord”:  in other words, I am at your disposal, use me however 
you see fit.   
(i)  It isn’t until we’re ready to do God’s will that the Lord reveals to us what 

that will is.   
(ii)  This may be one of the reasons we often have a hard time discerning 

what He wants:  because He won’t tell us until we’re willing to do it.   
(iii)  Even in Saul’s case, the Lord isn’t going to reveal it to him until He 

changes his heart, so that he would do it willingly and not under duress.   
 
b.  The Lord then told Ananias what he was to do:   

(i)  He was to go to a certain street called Straight.   
(ii)  He was to inquire at a certain house – the house of Judas.   
(iii)  And he was to ask for Saul of Tarsus.   
(iv)  Saul was at that moment praying:   

(a)  He was both fasting and praying, perhaps confessing his sins and 
seeking the Lord for His mercies.   

(b)  This is the effect of the Spirit of God in awakening a soul:  a deep 
concern for the state of your soul, which gives the motivation to 
continue to seek the Lord in prayer until you find Him.   

 
(v)  Apparently, the Lord had already revealed to him what He was going to 

do to minister to him in his trial.   
(a)  He had seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay hands 

on him, so that he might regain his sight.   
(b)  Ananias must go in answer to Saul’s prayer, and he must go quickly 

so that Saul doesn’t lose heart, but that he might receive the Lord’s 
mercies.   
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(c)  This vision was to encourage him and to make Ananias’ appearance 
more welcome.   

(d)  The Lord gave two visions:  one to him who needed healing and one 
to the healer to bring them both together.   

 
B.  But second, let’s consider Ananias’ hesitation to go to Saul, and how the Lord 

overcame his fear.  “But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about 
this man, how much harm he did to Your saints at Jerusalem; and here he has 
authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.’  But the Lord 
said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the 
Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must 
suffer for My name's sake’” (vv. 13-16).   
1.  Saul had been the primary persecutor of the church, who had tried to destroy the 

saints at Jerusalem.   
a.  He had come to Damascus with letters from the chief priests specifically to 

arrest, bind and bring any Christian back to Jerusalem to await trial and 
execution.   

b.  Ananias didn’t bring these things up as reasons not to show mercy to Saul – 
since he knew that our Lord calls us to return good for evil and gives us the 
grace to do so.   

c.  But he was concerned whether or not it was safe to be in the same room with 
Saul.   
(i)  Would it do any good?  Can a heart as hard as Saul’s ever be changed?   
(ii)  The answer is, “Yes, but only by God’s grace.”   
(iii)  A man cannot change his heart any more than an Ethiopian can change 

the color of his skin or a leopard his spots (Jer. 13:23).   
(iv)  But God can:  The things impossible with men are possible with God 

(Matt. 19:26).   
 

2.  And so the Lord encouraged Ananias.   
a.  He knew all the evil Saul has done to His church/people.   
b.  But Saul was His chosen instrument:   

(i)  No one ever chooses the Lord first:  the Lord chooses first.   
(a)  We only love Him because He first loved us (1 John 4:19).   
(b)  Jesus said, “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed 

you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain” 
(John 15:16).   

 
(ii)  The Lord chose Saul to bear His name before the Gentiles:   

(a)  He was to be the Lord’s apostle to the Gentiles.   
(b)  Notice that the Lord was preparing Saul now as the task of 

evangelizing Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria was coming to its 
conclusion.   

(c)  The Lord was preparing to turn to the Gentiles to provoke His people 
Israel to jealousy (Rom. 11:11).   
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(iii)  Saul would even bear His name before kings – Agrippa, Caesar, the 
leaders of Israel.   

(iv)  He would endure great sufferings in His name.   
(a)  The one who was the persecutor would be the persecuted – the 

beginnings of which we’ll see tonight.   
(b)  The Lord wasn’t punishing Saul for what he had done – Christ had 

already suffered enough for him – but would show him in advance 
what he must suffer so that he would be ready.   

(c)  Now he would be hated as he had hated the brethren – all who live 
godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted (2 Tim. 3:12).   

(d)  Those who wear the name of Christ and bring Him to others must 
expect to bear the cross, and those who do this the most will suffer 
most.   

(e)  This might have caused a young believer to fold under the pressure, 
but not Saul – he was already conditioned for the battle and would soon 
begin a new fight in the name of Christ.   

 
C.  Finally, let’s consider Saul’s calling/conversion.  “So Ananias departed and 

entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so 
that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’  And 
immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he regained his 
sight, and he got up and was baptized; and he took food and was strengthened” (vv. 
17-19).   
1.  Now that he understood, he was ready to go – not that all our questions need to 

be answered before we go, but unlike Philip’s situation when the Lord sent him 
to the southern road to meet the Ethiopian, Ananias was going to meet someone 
who was an ardent opponent of Christianity.   

2.   And so he went to minister to Saul.   
a.  He laid his hands on him so that he would recover.   
b.  He called him, “Brother” – because now by God’s grace, he was a partaker of 

salvation through faith in Christ.   
c.  And he told him that the same Jesus who met him on the road to Damascus 

was the same one who sent him that he might regain his sight and that he 
might be filled with the Spirit.   

d.  This is perhaps the one exception to an apostle always being present when 
the gift of the Spirit was given, and it may be because Saul himself was now 
being called as an apostle.   

 
3.  As Ananias laid his hands on Saul and spoke these words, the Lord answered:   

a.  Something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes and he could see – now 
spiritually, as well as physically.   
(i)  Perhaps this was symbolic of his being saved from his natural blindness 

while in his unconverted state.   
(ii)  While he was a Pharisee, he was blind – as all unconverted are in the 

kingdom of darkness.   
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(iii)  While he was awakened, he was under the darkness of the fear of God’s 
wrath for his sins.   

(iv)  But now the darkness was gone – now he saw – the Sun of righteousness 
had risen with healing in His wings.   

 
b.  Saul immediately submitted to Christ:  he rose and was baptized.   

(i)  He no longer trusted in his own works to save him, now he trusted only in 
the grace of Christ and surrendered to Him as his Lord.   

(ii)  Saul was now a disciple of Christ – no longer opposed to Him, but one 
who lived only to serve Him.   

 
c.  The fast was now ended – he received the answer to his prayers – he took 

food and was strengthened.   
d.  This evening, we’ll examine the change in Saul’s life, as well as the changed 

response in the Jews towards him.   
e.  But for now, let this account of Saul’s conversion be an encouragement to us 

that there is no one the Lord can’t save, if He wills:  Let’s continue to seek 
him for the salvation of those we know without Christ.   

f.  And let this be an encouragement to those of you here this morning who may 
be concerned about the state of your soul, that the Lord is able to save to the 
uttermost all who take hold of Him.   

g.  Hosea writes, “Come, let us return to the Lord.  For He has torn us, but He 
will heal us; He has wounded us, but He will bandage us.  He will revive us 
after two days; He will raise us up on the third day, that we may live before 
Him.  So let us know, let us press on to know the Lord.  His going forth is as 
certain as the dawn; and He will come to us like the rain, like the spring rain 
watering the earth” (6:1-3).  Amen.   


