
 

“Samuel’s Life of Faith, Part 2” 
(1 Samuel 3; Hebrews 11:32) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Now last time we were in the Hall of Faith in Hebrews 11, we were considering the life of 
Samuel, and we really only had time to look at the events which were surrounding his birth.  What we saw 
was really the faith of his mother Hannah, who sought the Lord to open her womb, and when God promised 
that He would, she believed Him, took comfort in His promise, received what was promised, and she 
dedicated her child of promise to the Lord’s service.  What we will want to see this evening is that this child 
who had such an extraordinary beginning, also had an extraordinary life.   
  There is something very unique about Samuel.  He was a man who was known for his faith in the 
Lord, and, because of his faith, also his usefulness, for strong faith makes a man a strong instrument in the 
hands of the Lord.  When the Lord was pronouncing a curse upon His covenant people, He said to Jeremiah, 
“Even though Moses and Samuel were to stand before Me, My heart would not be with this people; send 
them away from My presence and let them go” (Jer.15:1)!  The Lord groups Samuel here together with 
Moses as one who, even if he were to stand in the gap and intercede for His people, yet the Lord would not 
hear.  The sin of Judah was too serious.  The Lord was going to sweep them all from off the land and take 
them into captivity.  And even though the Lord had listened to the voice of Moses when he interceded on 
behalf of Israel in the case of the golden calf, yet He would not listen to Moses and Samuel, even if they were 
both on earth able to intercede, as they had done while they were alive.  Now if this statement was to have 
the impact that God intended on Jeremiah and His covenant people, then Samuel must have also been a 
towering giant in the realm of faith like Moses.  Think about how absurd it would be to say, “Even though 
Moses and Balaam were to stand before Me,” or, “Moses and Cain,” or “Moses and Dathan, My heart would 
not be with this people.”  Even Lot, who was called a righteous man by the apostle Peter, still doesn’t seem 
to make an even comparison.  They’re weren’t many names which would fit next to Moses, but Samuel’s did, 
because Samuel was a man of great faith.  He was a righteous man.  He followed God with all His heart, and 
therefore the Lord heard him.  The psalmist writes, “Moses and Aaron were among His priests, and Samuel 
was among those who called on His name; they called upon the LORD, and He answered them.  He spoke to 
them in the pillar of cloud; they kept His testimonies, and the statute that He gave them” (Ps. 99:6-7).  James 
tells us that, “The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much” (5:16).   
  Now we won’t have time to do a thorough examination of Samuel’s life, but we can at least take the 
time to look at his early life.  He seems to be one of the few men who have ever lived who both started well 
and ended well.  A majority of the people who will ever live on this earth will ultimately be lost.  The path 
which leads to life is narrow and the gate is small, and few there are who find it, and still fewer who actually 
enter through it.  And even among God’s covenant people, the biblical pattern appears to indicate that few of 
them have ever been saved.  Of all the Israelites who were circumcised in the Old Covenant, relatively few 
were converted.  The remnant according to grace is just that, a remnant.  The same is undoubtedly true in the 
New Covenant as well:  Jesus said, “Many are called, but few are chosen” (Matt. 22:14).  But even among 
those who are chosen, not all of them, again perhaps very few of them, are regenerated and saved at an early 
age.  Most appear to come to Christ in early adulthood, when their minds have developed enough to 
understand the Gospel and they have been thoroughly convinced of their sinfulness and need of God’s grace.  
Some may disagree on this issue, but I believe that God has orchestrated it in this way, so that those who are 
saved are more aware of their need of Christ before they come to Him.  The one who is forgiven much is 
thankful much, but the one who is forgiven little is thankful little (Luke 7:47).  But again, there are gracious 
exceptions to this, for in the case of Samuel, he served the Lord from the beginning as one who recognized 
his great debt to the Lord.  The Lord is certainly able to show even the youngest and smallest just how sinful 
they really are, and consequently how much they need His grace and forgiveness.  Samuel served the Lord in 
his youth, which is the best thing that a young man can do, and continued to serve Him throughout his whole 
life.   
  Well, let us take a brief look at his early life then, especially that time when the Lord first called him 
to the prophetic office.   
 
I.  We saw last time that when Samuel was weaned, his mother brought him to the Tabernacle, so that 

he might become the Lord’s forever.   
A.  Samuel then began his service of the Lord at a very early age.   
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1.  Weaning, as we’ve seen on other occasions, took place at a very early age.  Samuel was about 
three or four years of age when his mother Hannah brought him to the Tabernacle in Shiloh.   

2.  And the very next thing we read concerning Samuel was that he “ministered to the Lord before Eli 
the priest,” which doubtlessly means that Samuel did what he could for his age to serve in the 
Tabernacle under the supervision of Eli.  He was even given a linen ephod to wear, which was the 
clothing of the priest, even though he was not of the priestly line.  His father was from the tribe of 
Ephraim, and therefore Samuel could not have belonged to the family of Aaron, to whom the 
priesthood had been entrusted.  Why then was he allowed to wear the priest’s garment?  It must 
undoubtedly be because he had been dedicated to the Lord all the days of his life.  At the Exodus, 
the Lord dedicated all of the first-born of Israel to be His possession.  But He later substituted the 
tribe of Levi in their place to serve in His Tabernacle.  Perhaps the fact that Samuel was dedicated 
by Hannah as her first-born son qualified him to serve the Lord now in the Tabernacle.  It appears 
that Samuel may have even offered a sacrifice later, which was really the office of the priest.  But 
it may be that he didn’t make the sacrifice, but that he had it done, even as the Centurion was said 
to speak to Jesus, when it was really his friends and the Jewish elders.  His role seems actually to 
be more of a prophet and a judge, than anything else.  But his dedication to the Lord appears to 
stand at the foundation of this.   
a.  There is a sense in which as believers, now dedicated to the service of God through faith in the 

Lord Jesus Christ and called upon to offer ourselves up wholly to God (Rom. 12:1-2), we have 
a similar function in God’s household.   

b.  As the people of God, we are called upon to bear witness to the truth of the Gospel, which is 
something of the prophetic role, in our witnessing to our family, friends and neighbors.  You 
who are fathers have even more of this responsibility in your household as you are called upon 
to declare God’s Word in your households and administer it.  It is the authority which the Lord 
gives you in your office as father.  He also gives this authority to both you and your wife in 
your office as parents over your children.   

c.  Within the family, you also have the role of judge.  The father is given by God the office of the 
head over the whole household, and with your wife, you are to rule over your children.  The 
Lord also tells us in His Word that one day all of us, as believers, will participate in judging 
the world and angels (1 Cor. 6:2-3).   

d.  And of course we also have something of the work of the priest.  There are no longer any 
animal sacrifices to be offered to the Lord, but there are still sacrifices which must be given to 
Him, and we are those who are called upon to give them.   

e.  We are called by Peter “a royal priesthood” (1 Pet. 2:9).  It is our duty and privilege to offer to 
Him the sacrifice of praise (Heb. 13:15), to intercede for one another, and to serve the Lord 
diligently and with gladness of heart.   

f.  In our priesthood, though we do not wear the linen ephod of the priest, we do wear the pure and 
holy garments of the righteousness of Christ and the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  This may 
well have been what the linen ephod represented.  These are all we need to equip us to 
faithfully serve the Lord.   

g.  We have been devoted to God through Christ from all eternity.  And now that our hearts have 
been changed by His grace, and we have dedicated ourselves to Him, let us serve Him 
faithfully in all which He has given us to do.   

 
B.  But now we read that as Samuel continued to carry out his work faithfully, he continued to make 

progress in the faith.   
1.  Notice the very familiar words of 2:26, “Now the boy Samuel was growing in stature and in favor 

both with the Lord and with men.”   
2.  These are the very same words which were applied to our Lord Jesus when He was just a boy.  

Luke writes, “And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men” 
(2:52).  What these words mean is that their bodies were not the only things that were growing.  
They were also growing spiritually as well.   
a.  And this is inevitable if one is spiritually alive.  We know that a person is alive when he moves 

and grows.  But we also know that a person is spiritually alive when he grows or makes 
progress spiritually, when he increases in holiness, when he dies more and more to sin and 
lives more and more to righteousness.  And this is what makes him pleasing to God.  It is not 
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his physical growth, but his spiritual growth.   
b.  We are very mistaken if we think that our role as parents consists in only taking care of the 

physical needs of our children.  There are boys and girls all around us, in our neighborhoods, 
that are growing.  If they are alive, they will grow, until they reach their full stature.  But 
simply growing taller is not pleasing to the Lord.  One of the tallest men who ever lived was a 
reprobate and enemy against God.  His name was Goliath.  And yet isn’t this what so many 
often place a premium on:  how tall, how handsome, how intelligent, and how successful their 
children are?  If their children can get a good education and a good job, and maybe even a 
respectable position in life, that is enough.   

b.  But God doesn’t care about any of these things.  They are meaningless to Him.  What really 
matters is the state of their heart.  It would be far better in His eyes that you were poor, if you 
were at the same time rich towards Him.  Remember what Jesus said in the Sermon on the 
Plain, “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. . . .  But woe to you 
who are rich, for you are receiving your comfort in full” (Luke 6:20-24).  It is not that God 
always blesses the poor or curses the rich, but those who are poor are much more often those 
whom He has chosen, while He passes over most of the rich.  James writes, “Listen, my 
beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom which He promised to those who love Him” (James 2:5)?   

c.  It was Samuel’s growth in grace that mattered to God, as it was in our Lord Jesus, who grew as 
any one of us, in wisdom and in height, and in favor with man, but most importantly, in favor 
with God.  If we are to find favor with the Lord, and if our children are to find favor in His 
eyes, it will only come through growth in holiness, which can only begin with faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Let us point their eyes, and ours, to that goal, so that they will not be distracted 
by those of the world.   

 
II.  But now let us close by considering Samuel’s call to the ministry.   

A.  Samuel was still very young when it came, and this was very unusual and still is.   
1.  We don’t know just how old he was, but he is still called a boy, which can mean that he was 

anywhere from very young to about 17 years of age (Gen. 37:2).  At that time he was still 
ministering to the Lord before Eli.  And, we are told, he was ministering at a time when the word 
of the Lord was rare (3:1).   

2.  Eli, as we saw in an earlier sermon, already had God’s curse pronounced against him and his 
household, and now the Lord was preparing to replace him with Samuel.   

 
B.  And then one night, when Eli had laid down in his place, and Samuel in his, the Lord called to 

Samuel.   
1.  When Samuel heard the voice, he ran to Eli, for he thought the voice could have only been his.  

But it was not, and Eli sent him back.   
2.  The third time Samuel came to Eli, Eli discerned that the Lord was calling him, for we are told that 

“Samuel did not yet know the Lord, nor had the word of the Lord yet been revealed to him” (v. 7), 
which I don’t believe that we need to understand as his being unconverted.  Certainly Samuel 
knew God’s Word and worshiped Him faithfully.  It was just that he had not heard the Lord’s 
voice before and didn’t know that this was how the Lord revealed Himself to His prophets.   

3.  At this point, Eli told him how to respond and sent him back again.  And when the Lord called 
Samuel the fourth time, Samuel responded, “Speak, for Thy servant is listening” (v. 10).  And then 
the Lord revealed to Him that He is about to bring against Eli and his house everything that He 
had spoken earlier, again because Eli knew of the wickedness of his sons, but yet he did not 
rebuke them.  Because of this, the Lord swore that the iniquity of the house of Eli would never be 
atoned for forever (v. 14).   
a.  It is difficult to tell exactly what happened here.  Did Eli commit the unpardonable sin by 

resisting the Holy Spirit to the point where He was giving him up?  Did he commit the sin unto 
death that the apostle John speaks of?  Was God referring only to the temporal aspects of 
judgment when He said that Eli’s sin would never be atoned for?   

b.  The language certainly appears to be strong enough to conclude that Eli and his sons were 
forever lost.  Certainly, there was no question regarding his sons.  But it may be that in Eli’s 
case, we can’t know for certain.   
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c.  But there is one thing we should remind ourselves about again here, and that is it is a terrible 
sin for parents to neglect the correction of their children, especially when their children are 
doing things which are very wicked in the eyes of the Lord.  It may be that you will do all you 
can to reprove them and they won’t listen.  But remember that you are not responsible for their 
response to your reproof, you are only responsible to reprove them.  Make sure that you carry 
out your part diligently.   

 
4.  After this we read that Samuel laid back down to sleep, and when he awoke the next morning, Eli 

asked him what the Lord told him.  At first he didn’t want to tell him, because he was afraid, but 
he finally did when Eli compelled him.  And then we see Eli humbly submit to God’s judgment.  
He says, “It is the Lord; let Him do what seems good to Him” (v. 18).   
a.  What terrible and hopeless words these are.  There was a time when Eli could have done 

something about this situation, but now it was too late.  He had waited too long.  He had used 
too many excuses, seeking to justify his failures and those of his children.   

b.  Let us make sure that we don’t fall into the same trap with our children.  It is so easy to 
overlook their faults, because they are ours and we are too proud to admit that they can do such 
things, or because we are afraid that our children will not love us if we do.  But we cannot do 
anything less than deal faithfully with them, if we would be faithful to the Lord.  And if we do, 
we will find that exactly the opposite of our fears is true:  if we correct our children, they will 
love us, not hate us.  Let us therefore be faithful, and may the Lord bless the outcome.  May He 
bring them all to Himself.   

c.  Well, Eli died, but Samuel continued to grow and the Lord confirmed His Word with him.  
Through this let us be encouraged to dedicate ourselves fully to the Lord and live by the 
principles in His Word, for this is the only sure path of blessing for us as well.  Amen.   

 


