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Judges 14-15: Samson learns a hard lesson

Intro:

What do we make of Samson?  If ever there was a character difficult to understand it is 
Samson.  In many ways, unique: 
 
i. Alone of the judges, his birth is foretold, by a divine visitation to his parents. 
 
Judges 13:3 Then the angel of the Lord appeared to the woman, and said to her, “Behold 
now, you are barren and have borne no children, but you shall conceive and give birth to 
a son. 
 
ii. Alone of the judges he is set apart from birth, and would have known from his earliest 

days the unusual circumstances of his birth and what had been said about him. 
 
Judges 13:5 “For behold, you shall conceive and give birth to a son, and no razor shall 
come upon his head, for the boy shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb…” 

iii. Alone of the judges, he did not deliver Israel, and this was not, as some allege, because 
of character faults, but was what God had sent him to do: 

 
Judges 13:5 “… and he shall begin to deliver Israel from the hands of the Philistines.” 
 
The Philistine oppression lasted 40 years, and it is likely that Samson began his work about 20 
years into that oppression, just after the massive defeat suffered by Israel at Aphek, described 
in 1 Samuel 4.  His death occurred a year or so before the stunning victory under Samuel 
described I 1 Samuel 7.  What he began, under God, was finished by Samuel.  See how the 
Bible is self-consistent! 
 
iv. Alone of all the judges he did not raise an army to fight the enemy.  It has been said that 

he was a one-man army! 
 
And yet there are aspects of his conduct that raise serious questions, which we have to address 
and seek to understand.  As with the other judges, those who do not take God’s Word as 
seriously as they should, have a field day with Samson, and assassinate his character as ‘self-
indulgent’  and of a low moral character.  Those of us who believe God’s Word never 
contradicts itself, and know that the Holy Spirit has listed Samson among the examples of faith 
in Hebrews 11 have to do much more work in order to let Scripture interpret itself. 
 
As with Jephthah, the fact that the Holy Spirit has singled Samson out as a  man of faith means 
that we are right to view his life in the best possible light, without being blind to his failings. 
 
i.   His early career

In order to understand what went wrong with his first attempt to carry out his God-given task of 
beginning to deliver Israel we need to see the situation within Israel more broadly.   
 
At the beginning of chapter 14 we see him going down to Timnah, a  town of the Philistines, 
undoubtedly planning to begin his service for the Lord.  But then we see him, quite against the 
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Law of God, taking a fancy to a Philistine woman, and demanding that his parents get him for 
her as a wife. 
 
What is going on here? 
 
We can understand this better if we look at an incident that happened less than a year later, 
when Samson was over his early mistake and was vigorous in his service to the Lord. 
 
He had single-handedly killed a good number of Philistines, who promptly sent a large 
detachment to arrest him.  The people of Israel, instead of defending the one sent by God to 
deliver them, co-operated with the Philistines, and 3000 of them went to arrest Samson to hand 
him over.  Their words are amongst the most shameful uttered by God’s people: 
 
Judges 15:11 Then 3,000 men of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam and 
said to Samson, “Do you not know that the Philistines are rulers over us? What then is 
this that you have done to us?” And he said to them, “As they did to me, so I have done 
to them.” 
 
He was living in a culture that had surrendered entirely to the enemies of God.  Although godly, 
and from a godly family, he had been affected by the prevailing culture, at least to some degree, 
and did  not, at first see the danger of marrying a Philistine woman. 
 
As a young man he was influenced by this, and maybe thought that this would give him an 
opportunity to serve the Lord, as well as to marry someone to whom he was attracted.  And the 
Lord was in it – he was going to use this situation to bring about the conflict with the Philistines, 
but also he was going to teach Samson a difficult lesson about what happens when you try to 
defeat the enemy by getting involved with them. 
 
Samson’s time was not too different from ours.  We live in a time when many Bible-believing 
Christians think that the way we are to win people to Christ is to engage with the culture of our 
day, and seek to use it and get involved with it in order to win people and win the Lord’s battle. 
 
And so we see Christians adopting the most worldly forms of entertainment and music in their 
‘worship’ and ‘evangelism’, with the aim of attracting the world by not being ‘confrontational’.  A 
good few years ago it was said to me by a mature Christian:  ‘We have got to show them that 
we are no different from them!’  But that is precisely what we are!  The words of the Lord Jesus 
are very clear: 
 
John 15:18-19 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 
“If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” 

Hatred from the world is not there because we have failed, but because we have succeeded.  
And to attempt to close the gap that God has put in place, be the reasons never so plausible, is 
serious rebellion against our God. 
 
This is what the Word of God says: 
 
1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh 
and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from 
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the world. And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the 
will of God abides forever. 
 
James puts it even more strongly: 
 
James 4:4 …..do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? 
Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 
 
How can we engage in a positive way with that which is the sworn enemy of godliness and 
spirituality? 
 
Another attribute of our culture is independency of spirit – ‘No-one’s going to tell me what to 
do!’.  All these rules and regulations that we are given by the older generation – why, they are 
so much legalism.  We can watch whatever movies we wish, be they never so godless in their 
ideas and teaching, be they never so immoral in their plots and in the activities they display.  
What does it matter if we play violent video games, with scantily-clad female characters in 
them?  We can handle it.  Why shouldn’t I go out with a non-Christian if I want to.  I may be a 
witness to win them to Christ.  
 
It looks as though Samson had a similar attitude towards the godly advice of his parents, 
ignoring their advice and pressing on with his plans.  He was about to learn a painful lesson 
which would change his attitude the Philistines, and bring him to a long period of usefulness for 
the Lord. 
 
And on the way down he has this encounter with the lion, and, for the first time, the Spirit of the 
Lord comes upon him and gives him this great strength so that he can kill the lion single-
handed. He was not strong all the time.  It is clear from the narrative that he only received this 
strength for particular occasions, and only when the Spirit of the Lord came upon him. 
 
But what is happening here?  If we are right, he is in the way of disobedience, albeit with the 
right aim in mind.  So why if God giving him this strength now?   
 
This is a hard question, and it is a hard question whatever view you take of Samson’s conduct.   
 
If you think that Samson is such a bad lot, then you have to explain why God used him at all, 
without any rebuke.  If you take the other extreme, and say that this was all of the Lord, in the 
sense that the interest was never genuine, and only a ploy, then you have God sanctioning 
behaviour that goes against his revealed will.   
 
It is for these reasons that I advance the explanation here: 
 
God never removes his blessing completely the moment we sin, but what he does do is tailor 
his work in our lives in such a way that brings us to the point of realising our error and being 
corrected.   The honey that he found in the carcase of the lion, which he found on the way bock 
for the wedding, and which enabled him to set the riddle for the Philistines, came as a direct 
result of the miraculous killing of the lion.   
 
God lets him go on so that he will discover the reality of the enemy.  And it was the barbarous 
way in which the Philistines went about trying to get the answer to the riddle that opened his 
eyes up to the truth about them, and turned him to be completely hostile towards them. 
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Friends – if we are dallying with the world the way that Samson did, perhaps in naïveté, we may 
experience some success on the way, as Samson did.  But the time will come when we will 
learn the truth about the world, in a very painful way.  Samson suffered deception and 
unfaithfulness from his wife, and the eventual loss of the thing that had drawn him.  God will 
often use some tough things to wean us off our wrong thinking.  Let us be those who give him 
least reason to have to do this. 
 
But there is something else here that we need to learn from Samson’s experience.  His 
weaknesses are demonstrated here.  He is partial to a pretty girl!  It is this weakness that led to 
him having to experience this discipline of the Lord.  And. 20 years later, it is the same sinful 
weakness that leads to a much more disastrous downfall. 
 
Then he cannot resist the emotional pressure that women can exert.  He will stand up for a 
while, but eventually he gives in, and gives away his secret.  And, again, when he backslid at 
the end of his life, this weakness contributed greatly to his downfall. 
 
One of the best ways of avoiding sin is to know ourselves, and our ‘besetting’ sin – those areas 
of our character where we are most vulnerable.  And when we know them, we do our level best 
to keep out of those situations which would bring us into temptation and a fall. 
 
There is a story, that comes in various forms, of a man who went to his pastor and said:  
‘Pastor, I can’t resist going to the donut stand on the way home from work and buying donuts 
and eating too many of them.  What can I do to stop this?’   The pastor thought for a moment 
and said ‘Try going a different way home!’ 
 
The Christian life is a life of discipline.   As earthly parents use discipline to correct the errors 
and sin of their children, so God discipline us.  It is significant that, in the letter to the Hebrews, 
that in chapter 12, the writer deals with this question of example, and the Lord’s discipline: 
 
Hebrews 12:1-13 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, 
let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and 
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  
 
For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you 
may not grow weary and lose heart. You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding 
blood in your striving against sin; and you have forgotten the exhortation which is 
addressed to you as sons, “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, Nor 
faint when you are reproved by Him; For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, And 
He scourges every son whom He receives.” It is for discipline that you endure; God deals 
with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? But if 
you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate 
children and not sons. Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we 
respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? 
For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for 
our good, that we may share His holiness. All discipline for the moment seems not to be 
joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness.  
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Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble, and make 
straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but 
rather be healed. 
 

ii.   Samson learns his lesson 

Now Samson fights the enemy directly, with great vigour.  He is the avenger for their sin, and he 
exhibits righteous anger against the evil ways of the Philistines.  We notice that the Lord was 
with him, and on more than one occasion he is given the supernatural strength for him to be 
successful. 
 
Here is another lesson for us, one we  have considered frequently during this series – he gives 
us the strength that we need to fight the battles to which he calls us.   
 
And, after one particularly exhausting fight, recorded at the end of chapter 15, he is so spent 
that he seems on his last legs, perhaps dying of thirst.  So he cries out to the Lord for help, 
showing that he was conscious that he was fighting the Lord’s battles with the Lord’s help: 
 
Judges 15:18 Then he became very thirsty, and he called to the Lord and said, “Thou 
hast given this great deliverance by the hand of Thy servant, and now shall I die of thirst 
and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?” 
 
And the Lord hears him: 
 
Judges 15:19 But God split the hollow place that is in Lehi so that water came out of it. 
When he drank, his strength returned and he revived. Therefore, he named it En-hakkore, 
which is in Lehi to this day. 
 
And so we, when we are serving the Lord, and doing it in faith and trust, will be given what we 
need to keep going, well beyond our natural strength and capability. 
 
We thought last week that the Lord guides those who are on the move for Him.  He also gives 
them the strength that they need to serve him: 
 
Isaiah 40:29-31 He gives strength to the weary, And to him who lacks might He increases 
power. Though youths grow weary and tired, And vigorous young men stumble badly, 
Yet those who wait for the Lord Will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings 
like eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become weary. 
 

Conclusion

And so we come to the end of this account of events at the outset of his ministry.  It would seem 
that his escape from arrest when even his own countrymen would betray him had an impact on 
them, for we read that he was a judge for 20 years, which meant that they accepted his 
authority over him.  It also meant that he was faithful to God for all those years, and kept the 
vow of separation that was the source of his strength. 
 


