
“Safety in Worship” 
(Exodus 34:24)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered the Conquest of Canaan following on the heels of an 

outpouring of God’s Spirit on the second generation of Jews.   

a.  After the Lord empowered His people by His Spirit, He led them into the 

land Himself.   

(i)  Christ was there as the captain of the armies of the Lord to fight for His 

people.   

(ii)  And through His work, He brought His people into the rest.   

 

b.  But He also provided them with a leader as a picture of His future work:  

Joshua.   

(i)  Remember, Joshua bore the name that would later be given to Christ:  

Jehovah/Yahweh is salvation.   

(ii)  Jacob prophesied that one would come from the tribe of Joseph and be 

both a shepherd and stone for Israel – this was fulfilled first in Joshua, 

who foreshadowed Jesus who is our Shepherd and the Chief Corner Stone.   

(iii)  And Joshua was a picture of Christ in his office as the leader of the 

armies of Israel.   

(iv)  His military conquest of Canaan was also a picture of Christ’s victory 

over the forces of darkness in His ministry.   

(v)  And his bringing God’s people into the land of Canaan was a picture of 

how Christ’s work would later bring us into God’s rest.   

 

2.  Joshua is a reminder to us that Christ has done it all – all that we must do is 

simply trust.   

a.  We must trust in Him to take away our sins.   

b.  We must trust Him to strengthen us, equip us and lead us into battle.   

c.  And we must trust Him to overcome our enemies and to bring us safely into 

the true Promised Land:  heaven.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see the work of redemption advance even further.   

a.  The Lord had revealed His worship to His people in the wilderness.   

b.  But there were certain aspects of that worship that couldn’t be implemented 

until they were in the land, because they were tied to that land.   

c.  Now we see those elements of worship enforced – which again pointed to 

Christ – as well as the Lord’s miraculous protection over His people when 

they were faithful to worship Him in this way.   

 

2.  Let’s consider:   
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a.  First, what these elements of worship were, and how they pictured the work 

of Christ.   

b.  And second, how the Lord was faithful to protect them when they were 

faithful to worship Him.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider the elements of worship the Lord instituted in the Land, and 

how they pictured the work of Christ.   

1.  The Lord further advanced the work of redemption by setting up His worship in 

the land, as He had instituted it on Mount Sinai.   

a.  This worship, as we’ve seen with other things in the OT, pointed to the 

person and work of Christ.   

b.  Many of these things were already being done in the wilderness, but there 

were some things that couldn’t be performed until they were in the land, 

since this worship was connected with it; in particular:  the feast of First-

Fruits and the feast of Ingathering, both of which were connected with the 

land because they were connected to the harvest.   

 

2.  Let’s consider these feasts, along with the one they were already celebrating:  

Passover.   

a.  First, the feast of Passover, which they were already observing.   

(i)  It was celebrated during the month of Nisan, which is around March – 

April.   

(ii)  It’s also called the feast of unleavened bread because during its 

celebration, no leaven was to be eaten or kept in the house for seven days.   

(iii)  At Passover, a lamb would be slain and eaten, along with wine, bitter 

herbs and unleavened bread.   

(iv)  It not only commemorated their deliverance from Egypt and the Lord’s 

mercy in passing over their houses in His judgment, but it pointed forward 

to the Christ who was coming to set them free from God’s judgment 

through the sacrifice of Himself.   

(v)  It was at this feast that the Lord Jesus took the elements of bread and 

wine which were already present and set them aside as symbols of His 

body and blood, sacrificed that His people might live.   

 

b.  The second feast was called First-Fruits or Pentecost.   

(i)  This feast was to commemorate the gathering of the first fruits of the 

produce of the ground.   

(ii)  From the sixteenth day of Nisan (the second day of the Passover), seven 

weeks were counted (49 days).  The feast would be held on the fiftieth 

day, during the month of Sivan, which is around May – June.   

(iii)  This feast pointed forward to the outpouring of the Spirit and the 

bringing in of the first-fruits of the spiritual harvest to Christ that was yet 

future.   

(iv)  Jesus said to His disciples during His ministry, “Do you not say, ‘There 

are yet four months, and then comes the harvest’?  Behold, I say to you, 
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lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that they are white for harvest” 

(John 4:35).   

(v)  It’s interesting that very few were actually harvested during His ministry.  

But after the Passover, after the sacrificial Lamb of God was offered once 

for all and Christ had risen and ascended, there was a great outpouring of 

the Spirit – the windows of heaven were opened – and a great ingathering 

of souls – the first-fruits of the Lord’s harvest.   

 

c.  Finally, there was the feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 23:33-34), also called the 

feast of ingathering (Ex. 23:16; Deu. 16:13).   

(i)  This feast was celebrated immediately after the end of the harvest, in the 

month Tishri, around September-October.   

(ii)  During this time the Jews would leave their houses and live in booths 

made from the branches of trees.   

(iii)  This was to commemorate their wilderness wanderings when Israel lived 

in tents – to make them thankful that the Lord had brought them into their 

own land.   

(iv)  The Jews later added two more symbols to this feast – that of drawing 

water from the Pool of Siloam and pouring it out on the altar (John 7:2, 

37-38) as a memorial of the water that came from the rock; and that of 

lighting lamps at night to remind them of the pillar of fire that 

accompanied them in the wilderness.   

(v)  This feast typified perhaps the fact that we’re only passing through this 

world on our way to heaven when the tents of our bodies will be torn 

down and we will receive our permanent dwelling in heaven (2 Cor. 5:1-

2).   

 

d.  Passover reminds us of the blood of Christ shed for our sins; Pentecost of His 

pouring out of His Spirit and gathering us into the kingdom of heaven; and 

Tabernacles of our pilgrimage in the wilderness of this world and our 

eventual entrance into heaven through the work of Christ when our lives in 

this world are finished.   

e.  If you are trusting in Jesus Christ this morning, what these feasts pointed to 

are being fulfilled in you.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider how the Lord wonderfully protected His people and their 

possessions during these three annual feasts when all the men of Israel had to leave 

their homes to appear before the Lord at His tabernacle/Temple.   

1.  First, we see that the men of Israel – at least as many as were able – were 

required to attend these three feasts every year.   

a.  The Lord commanded them in Exodus 23:14-17, looking forward to the time 

when they would finally be in the land, “Three times a year you shall 

celebrate a feast to Me.  You shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread; 

for seven days you are to eat unleavened bread, as I commanded you, at the 

appointed time in the month Abib [Nisan], for in it you came out of Egypt.  

And none shall appear before Me empty-handed.  Also you shall observe the 
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Feast of the Harvest of the first fruits of your labors from what you sow in the 

field; also the Feast of the Ingathering at the end of the year when you gather 

in the fruit of your labors from the field.  Three times a year all your males 

shall appear before the Lord GOD.”   

b.  These feasts weren’t celebrated locally:  they had to go to where the ark of 

the Lord was being kept – first at Shiloh, then in Jerusalem – which meant 

traveling some distance away from their homes.   

 

2.  Considering their situation, this appeared to be quite dangerous.   

a.  From the time they came into the land until the time of David, there were still 

many Canaanites living in the land, the Philistines were living along the 

coast, as well as other peoples who weren’t dispossessed by the Conquest; 

and all of them wanted to destroy Israel.   

b.  Three times every year, the land was left unprotected because of the feasts.   

(i)  All who were left were the women and those not able to go up because of 

sickness or age.   

(ii)  And that for several days:   

(a)  The Feast of Unleavened Bread lasted for seven days.   

(b)  Pentecost for one day.   

(c)  The Feast of Tabernacles for eight days.   

(d)  And that doesn’t include travel time.   

 

3.  And yet all throughout all their years in the land, they were never attacked 

during those festivals.  Why?   

a.  Because the land was being protected by God.   

(i)  “Three times a year all your males are to appear before the Lord GOD, 

the God of Israel.  For I will drive out nations before you and enlarge your 

borders, and no man shall covet your land when you go up three times a 

year to appear before the LORD your God” (Ex. 34:23-24).   

(ii)  The Lord miraculously influenced the hearts of their enemies so that they 

left them alone during the times when the land was completely 

defenseless; and He did this to advance His work of redemption.   

(iii)  The first record we have of the Jews being attacked during these times 

was in A.D. 66, when Cestius, a Roman general, killed fifty Jews at Lydda 

when the rest had gone up to the feast of Tabernacles.  If they had gone to 

the feast, perhaps they would have been safe.   

(iv)  Why did it happen then?  It was because the Lord removed His 

protection when they rejected their Messiah.   

 

b.  From this we can conclude that there is safety in worship:  when we are 

faithful to walk in the Lord’s paths, He keeps us safe.   

(i)  All of life is to be worship to the Lord:  “Therefore I urge you, brethren, 

by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  And do not 

be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
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mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good 

and acceptable and perfect” (Rom. 12:1-2).   

(ii)  If we are faithful to worship Him with our whole lives – through a life of 

obedience – then He will be with us to bless and protect us, as Jesus also 

told His disciples before His ascension, “All authority has been given to 

Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I 

am with you always, even to the end of the age’” (Matt. 28:18-20).   

(iii)  Paul experienced this protection in his ministry:  “And the Lord said to 

Paul in the night by a vision, ‘Do not be afraid any longer, but go on 

speaking and do not be silent; for I am with you, and no man will attack 

you in order to harm you, for I have many people in this city’” (Acts 18:9-

10).   

(iv)  We can have this confidence as well when we are walking in His ways 

and seeking first His kingdom and His righteousness (Matt. 6:33).   

(v)  It’s true that the Lord might allow someone or something to take our 

lives.  We must all eventually die.  But even that is a part of His 

miraculous protection, for He will take us to be with Him in glory – “God 

causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 

those who are called according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28).   

(vi)  All we need to concern ourselves with is doing the Lord’s work and 

advancing His kingdom in all we do.  If we put these things first, then the 

Lord will take care of the rest.   

(vii)  Is this what you are doing?  Do you have this confidence this morning?  

If not, then turn to Christ and lovingly embrace Him in faith and you will.   

(viii)  But if you already do have it, then push forward with even greater zeal, 

because nothing can hurt you while you fight in His army and for His 

cause.   

(ix)  Let’s prepare now to meet the Lord at His Table and receive His grace 

that will help us to trust Him even further.  Amen.   


