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I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  There were several factors that influenced the Reformation in England.   
a.  John Wycliffe’s translation; the Lollards preaching.   
b.  The publication of Erasmus’ Greek NT.   
c.  The translations of William Tyndale and Miles Coverdale.   
d.  The writings of Martin Luther imported into England.   
e.  The preaching and martyrdom of such men as Thomas Bilney.   
 

2.  But that which made Reformation possible was Henry VIII’s break with Rome.   
a.  Wanting a male heir, he put Catherine, his first wife away, because she 

couldn’t bear him one.  She did, however, bear him a daughter:  Mary 
Tudor.   

b.  To keep the Roman Church from interfering with his divorce of Catherine, 
Henry had Parliament pass the act of Supremacy that repudiated papal 
jurisdiction in England and declared the king to be the head of the English 
church.   

c.  He then married Anne Boleyn, but she was only able to give him a daughter:  
Elizabeth.   

d.  After having her beheaded for adultery, he then married Jane Seymour, who 
bore him a son, Edward.   

e.  Under Henry, there was great change in the government of the English 
church, but little doctrinal change.   

 
3.  But under Edward, the church made great strides in its doctrine.   

a.  With Edward Seymour’s help, the Duke of Somerset, Parliament passed 
several changes almost immediately.   
(i)  The cup was given to the people in communion.   
(ii)  The Six Articles were repealed.   
(iii)  The chantries were dissolved.   
(iv)  Images were removed from the churches.   
(v)  Celibacy of the clergy was ended and marriage became lawful for the 

priests and higher clergy.   
(vi)  A new prayer book was developed that used the English language and 

emphasized the reading of the Bible in English, as well as the participation 
of the congregation in worship.   

 
b.  With John Dudley’s help, the Duke of Northumberland, the church 

advanced even further.   
(i)  England became a refuge for Protestants fleeing the Holy Roman Empire.   
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(ii)  Peter Martyr Vermigli, Martin Bucer, and John Knox came to 
England at the invitation of Thomas Cranmer.   

(iii)  A new Prayer Book, influenced by the theology of these men, was 
written, seeking to establish a Biblical form of worship, with a new Act of 
Uniformity to enforce its use.   

(iv)  And a new doctrinal standard was drawn up, known as the Forty-Two 
Articles.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Everything was proceeding well.   
a.  The Reformation was just about complete.   
b.  But suddenly it came to a halt when Edward died of tuberculosis in 1553 at 

the age of sixteen and his half-sister Mary came to the throne.   
 

2.  This evening, we’ll consider how Mary’s reign affected the Reformation in 
England.   

 
II.  Roman Catholic Reaction under Mary Tudor.   

A. Resistance to Mary’s coronation by the Protestants.   
1.  “The question of the succession had arisen as a result of the religious unrest that 

had occurred during the reign (1509 - 1547) of Henry VIII.  When Henry's 
Protestant son and successor Edward VI lay dying (1553) at the age of 15, his 
Roman Catholic half-sister Mary held the position of Heir Presumptive to the 
throne.  However, Edward VI named the (Protestant) heirs of his father's sister 
Mary Tudor (not his own half-sister Mary) as his successors in a will composed 
on his deathbed, perhaps under the persuasion of Northumberland.  He knew 
that this effectively left the throne to his cousin Jane Grey [1537-1554], who 
(like him) staunchly supported Protestantism and had a very high level of 
education.”   

2.  “At the time of Edward's death, without Edward's will (which had dubious legal 
standing, since it ran contrary to the Act of Succession of 1543), the crown 
would have passed, under the terms of both the Act of Succession of 1543 and 
of Henry VIII's will, to Mary and her male (not female) heirs.  Should Mary die 
without male issue, the crown would pass to Elizabeth and her male heirs.  And 
should Elizabeth die without male issue, the crown would pass not to Frances 
Brandon (daughter of Charles Brandon and Mary Tudor) but rather to any 
male children she might have produced by that time.  In the absence of male 
children born to Frances, the crown would pass to any male children Jane might 
have.  Jane thus did not feature in the line of succession prior to the last draft of 
Edward's will of June 1553 [emphasis added].  Only in the last draft did Edward 
finally include Jane Grey, knowing that in the line of succession at that time 
included no Protestant-born male children.  Jane's claim to the throne therefore 
remained obviously weak.”   

3.  “Edward VI died on July 6, 1553.  Northumberland had Lady Jane Grey 
proclaimed Queen of England on July 10, 1553, just four days later — once she 
had taken up a secure residence in the Tower of London (English monarchs 
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customarily resided in the Tower from the time of accession until their 
coronation).  According to some fictional accounts, Northumberland tricked 
Jane into putting on the crown; however, she refused to name her husband as 
king by letters patent and deferred to Parliament.  She offered to make him a 
duke instead [her husband being Guildford Dudly, John Dudley’s son, whom 
she was forced to marry that through him, John Dudley might gain control of 
England].” 

4.  “Northumberland faced a number of key tasks in order to consolidate his power.  
Most importantly, he had to isolate (and ideally capture) Mary in order to 
prevent her from gathering support around her.  Mary, however, advised of his 
intentions, took flight, sequestering herself in Framlingham Castle in Suffolk.”   

5.  “Mary I proved to have more popular support than Jane, largely because the 
English people regarded her as the rightful heiress, but perhaps partly because of 
the continuing sympathy for her mother, Catherine of Aragon (Henry VIII had 
had his own marriage with Catherine annulled).  At Framlingham Castle Mary 
amassed a force of 20,000 men, which marched to London and deposed Jane.  
There then initially seemed some likelihood that Mary, who had now taken the 
throne, would spare Jane's life.  Queen Mary sent John de Feckenham to Lady 
Jane in an attempt to convert her to Catholicism.”   

6.  “The Protestant rebellion of Sir Thomas Wyatt in late January 1554 sealed 
Jane's fate, although she had nothing to do with it directly.  Wyatt's rebellion 
started as a popular revolt, precipitated by the imminent marriage of Mary to the 
Catholic Prince Philip (later King of Spain, 1556 - 1598).  But Jane's father (the 
Duke of Suffolk) and other nobles joined the rebellion, calling for Jane's 
restoration as Queen.  Philip and his councillors pressed Mary to execute Jane to 
put an end to any future focus for unrest.  Five days after Wyatt's arrest the 
execution of Jane and Guildford took place.”   

7.  “On the morning of February 12, 1554, the authorities took Guildford Dudley 
from his rooms at the Tower of London to the public execution place at Tower 
Hill and had him beheaded.  A horse cart carried his remains back to the Tower 
of London, past the rooms where Jane remained as a prisoner.  Jane was then 
taken out to Tower Green, inside the Tower of London, for a private 
execution.  (With few exceptions, private executions applied to royalty alone; 
Jane's private execution occurred at the request of Queen Mary, as a gesture of 
respect for her cousin.)  John de Feckenham, who had failed to convert Jane, 
stayed with her during the execution.  Jane had determined to go to her death 
with dignity, but once blindfolded, could not find the executioner's block.  She 
had begun to panic when an unknown hand, possibly de Feckenham, helped her 
find her way and retain her dignity in the end.”   

8.  “The "traitor-heroine of the Reformation" died at the age of 16 years.  No record 
survives to indicate that her mother made any attempt, request or otherwise, to 
save her daughter's life; and Jane's father already awaited execution for his part 
in the Wyatt rebellion.  Jane and Guildford lie buried in the Chapel of St. Peter 
ad Vincula on the north side of Tower Green.  Queen Mary lived for only four 
more years after she ordered the death of her cousin Jane” (Wikipedia).   
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B.  Mary Tudor returns England to Rome and begins the persecution (1553-1558).   
1.  It’s interesting that her reign takes place within the time frame of the Counter 

Reformation – the Roman Catholic reaction against Protestantism at the Council 
of Trent (1545-1563).  While Trent is seeking to answer Protestant doctrine and 
bring Europe back to Rome, Mary I is seeking to bring England back as well 
(Cairnes 331).   

2.  Mary was a staunch Roman Catholic, having been raised such by her Catholic 
mother, Catherine of Aragon (Mary was about twenty at the time of her 
mother’s death).   

3.  Mary sought to restore England to Rome.  She was determined to stop the 
Reformation.   
a.  “Advised by Cardinal Reginald Pole [who had fled to the Continent during 

Henry’s reign], Mary, who was a Roman Catholic to the core, forced 
Parliament to restore religious practices in England to what they were at the 
death of her father in 1547 and to repudiate the changes that had been made 
under Edward.  Parliament agreed to the necessary measures, but it would not 
restore the lands that had been taken from the Roman church during the reign 
of Henry VIII” (Cairnes, 332).   

b.  Parliament also annulled the divorce Henry had obtained from Catherine of 
Aragon, establishing Mary’s legitimacy (New International 640).   

c.  “The work of the Reformation in England was entirely undone” (Kuiper 
226).   

d.  About 800 pastors refused to accept these changes and lost their parishes.  
They were forced to flee to escape the persecution Mary initiated – to 
Geneva, where they were warmly received by Calvin, and to Frankfort, 
where they received a “chilly reception [by the Lutherans], because they did 
not believe in Christ’s bodily presence in the Lord’s Supper” (Kuiper 226).  
Knox fled to the continent.   

e.  Others were arrested:  About three hundred were martyred, mainly from the 
commercial areas of southeastern England.  Seventy-five were put to death 
by fire in the year 1555.  The most notable among them were two bishops, 
Hugh Latimer and Nicolas Ridley.   

 
C.  The martyrdom of Latimer and Ridley.   

1.  Hugh Latimer (1485/90 – 1555).   
a.  Background.   

(i)  Born into a family of farmers in Thurcaston, Leicestershire (less-ster –
shire).   

(ii)  At 14, he began attending Peterhouse, Cambridge, and became known as 
a good student.   

(iii)  After receiving his academic degrees and was ordained, he earned the 
reputation of being a very zealous Roman Catholic.   

(iv)  At first he opposed Lutheran ideas, but changed his views after meeting 
Thomas Bilney.   

(v)  In 1510, he was elected Fellow of Clare College, Cambridge, and in 1522 
became a university preacher.   
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b.  Contributions.   

(i)  His reformist teachings attracted the attention of the authorities.  Under 
Henry’s reign, he was imprisoned twice in the tower of London.   

(ii)  During Edward’s reign, he was restored to favor, becoming a court 
preacher and preaching before the king on occasion.   

 
2.  Nicolas Ridley (?-1555).   

a.  Background.   
(i)  Born into a prominent family in Tynedale, Northumberland.  
(ii)  Educated at the University of Cambridge, received his Master’s degree in 

1525.   
(iii)  Soon afterwards, he was ordained as a priest and went to the Sorbonne 

(University of Paris), for further education.   
 

b.  Contributions.   
(i)  When he returned to England in 1529, he was made senior proctor 

(important university official) of Cambridge.   
(ii)  When a debate took place about that time regarding the pope’s 

supremacy (remember, this was about the time that Henry was seeking a 
divorce from Catherine of Aragon), Ridley’s argument from Scripture 
enabled the university to come up with the following resolution:  “That the 
bishop of Rome had no more authority and jurisdiction derived to him 
from God, in this kingdom of England, than any other foreign bishop” 
(Wikipedia).   

(iii)  In 1540, he was made one of the King’s Chaplains and was presented 
with a prebendal stall (a seat especially for prebendaries [administrators] 
located behind the choir) in Canterbury Cathedral.  He was also made 
Master of Pembroke College.   

(iv)  In 1549-50, he succeeded to the Bishopric of Rochester, and shortly after 
coming there, ordered that the altars in the churches of his diocese should 
be removed and tables put in their place to celebrate the Lord’s Supper.   

(v)  He was shortly after that translated to Bishop of London in 1550.   
 

3.  Latimer and Ridley’s martyrdom (1555).   
a.  When Mary’s persecution began, both Latimer and Ridley were arrested for 

their repudiation of Roman doctrine.   
b.  We have an account of their death recorded in John Foxe’s Acts and 

Monuments, a book written to commemorate the Roman Catholic persecution 
of Protestants to show the horror of that religion.  It was a sixteenth century 
best-seller.   

c.  To show Ridley’s composure before his execution, Foxe records a 
conversation Ridley had at dinner.   

The night before he suffered, his beard was washed and his legs; and, as 
he sat at supper, the same night at master Irish’s (who was his keeper), he 
bade his hostess, and the rest at the board, to his marriage; “for,” said he, 
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“tomorrow I must be married:” and so showed himself to be as merry as 
ever he was at any time before.  And wishing his sister at his marriage, he 
asked his brother sitting at the table, whether she could find in her heart to 
be there or no.  And he answered, “Yea, I dare say, with all her heart:” at 
which word he said, he was glad to hear of her so much therein.  So at this 
talk mistress Irish wept.  But master Ridley comforted her, and said, “O 
Mrs. Irish, you love me not now, I see well enough; for in that you weep, 
it doth appear you will not be at my marriage, neither are content 
therewith.  Indeed you be not so much my friend, as I thought you had 
been.  But quiet yourself:  though my breakfast shall be somewhat sharp 
and painful, yet I am sure my supper shall be more pleasant and sweet,” 
etc.  When they arose from the table, his brother offered him to watch all 
night with him.  But he said, “No, no, that you shall not.  For I mind (God 
willing) to go to bed, and to sleep as quietly to-night, as ever I did in my 
life.”  So his brother departed, exhorting him to be of good cheer, and to 
take his cross quietly, for the reward was great, etc. (Acts and 
Monuments).   

d.  Foxe also leaves us with an account of their execution.   
(i)  Upon the north-side of the town, in the ditch over against Balliol-college, 

the place of execution was appointed: and for fear of any tumult that might 
arise, to let the burning of them, the lord Williams was commanded, by the 
queen’s letters, and the householders of the city, to be there assistant, 
sufficiently appointed.  And when every thing was in a readiness, the 
prisoners were brought forth by the mayor and the bailiffs. . . .  Master 
doctor Ridley, as he passed toward Bocardo, looked up where master 
Cranmer did lie, hoping belike to have seen him at the glasswindow, and 
to have spoken unto him.  But then master Cranmer was busy with friar 
Soto and his fellows, disputing together, so that he could not see him, 
through that occasion.  Then master Ridley, looking back, espied master 
Latimer coming after, unto whom he said, “Oh, be ye there?”  “Yea,” said 
master Latimer, “have after as fast as I can follow.”  So he, following a 
pretty way off, at length they came both to the stake, the one after the 
other, where first Dr. Ridley entering the place, marvelous earnestly 
holding up both his hands, looked towards heaven.  Then shortly after 
espying master Latimer, with a wonderous cheerful look he ran to him, 
embraced, and kissed him; and, as they that stood near reported, comforted 
him, saying, “Be of good heart, brother, for God will either assuage the 
fury of the flame, or else strengthen us to abide it.”  With that went he to 
the stake, kneeled down by it, kissed it, and most effectuously prayed, and 
behind him master Latimer kneeled, as earnestly calling upon God as he.  
After they arose, the one talked with the other a little while, till they which 
were appointed to see the execution, removed themselves out of the sun.  
What they said I can learn of no man.   

(ii)  Then Dr. Smith, of whose recantation in king Edward’s time ye heard 
before, began his sermon to them upon this text of St. Paul, “If I yield my 
body to the fire to be burnt, and have not charity, I shall gain nothing 
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thereby” (1 Corinthians 13).  Wherein he alleged that the goodness of the 
cause, and not the order of death, maketh the holiness of the person; which 
he confirmed by the examples of Judas, and of a woman in Oxford that of 
late hanged herself, for that they, and such like as he recited, might then be 
adjudged righteous, which desperately sundered their lives from their 
bodies, as he feared that those men that stood before him would do.  But 
he cried still to the people to beware of them, for they were heretics, and 
died out of the church.  And on the other side, he declared their diversity 
in opinions, as Lutherans, Oecolampadians, Zuinglians, of which sect they 
were, he said, and that was the worst:  but the old church of Christ, and the 
catholic faith believed far otherwise.  At which place they [Latimer and 
Ridley] lifted up both their hands and eyes to heaven, as it were calling 
God to witness of the truth:  the which countenance they made in many 
other places of his sermon, where as they thought he spake amiss.  He 
ended with a very short exhortation to them to recant, and come home 
again to the church, and save their lives and souls, which else were 
condemned.  His sermon was scant; in all, a quarter of an hour.  Dr. Ridley 
said to master Latimer, “Will you begin to answer the sermon, or shall I?”  
Master Latimer said, “Begin you first, I pray you.” “I will,” said master 
Ridley.   

(iii)  Then, the wicked sermon being ended, Dr. Ridley and master Latimer 
kneeled down upon their knees towards my lord Williams of Thame, the 
vice-chancellor of Oxford, and divers other commissioners appointed for 
that purpose, who sat upon a form thereby; unto whom master Ridley said, 
“I beseech you, my lord, even for Christ’s sake, that I may speak but two 
or three words.”  And whilst my lord bent his head to the mayor and vice-
chancellor, to know (as it appeared) whether he might give him leave to 
speak, the bailiffs and Dr. Marshall, vice-chancellor, ran hastily unto him, 
and with their hands stopped his mouth, and said, “Master Ridley, if you 
will revoke your erroneous opinions, and recant the same, you shall not 
only have liberty so to do, but also the benefit of a subject; that is, have 
your life.” “Not otherwise?” said master Ridley. “No,” quoth Dr. Marshal. 
“Therefore if you will not so do, then there is no remedy but you must 
suffer for your deserts.” “Well,” quoth master Ridley, “so long as the 
breath is in my body, I will never deny my Lord Christ, and his known 
truth:  God’s will be done in me!”  And with that he rose up, and said with 
a loud voice, “Well then, I commit our cause to Almighty God, which 
shall indifferently judge all.”  To whose saying, master Latimer added his 
old posy, “Well! There is nothing hid but it shall be opened.” And he said, 
he could answer Smith well enough, if he might be suffered (allowed).   

(iv)  Incontinently (immediately) they were commanded to make them ready, 
which they with all meekness obeyed.  Master Ridley took his gown and 
his tippet, and gave it to his brother-in-law master Shipside, who all his 
time of imprisonment, although he might not be suffered to come to him, 
lay there at his own charges to provide him necessaries, which from time 
to time he sent him by the sergeant that kept him.  Some other of his 
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apparel that was little worth, he gave away; other the bailiffs took.  He 
gave away besides, divers other small things to gentlemen standing by, 
and divers of them pitifully weeping, as to sir Henry Lea he gave a new 
groat (fourpence); and to divers of my lord Williams’s gentlemen some 
napkins, some nutmegs, and rases of ginger; his dial, and such other things 
as he had about him, to every one that stood next him.  Some plucked the 
points off his hose.  Happy was he that might get any rag of him.  Master 
Latimer gave nothing, but very quietly suffered his keeper to pull off his 
hose, and his other array, which to look unto was very simple: and being 
stripped into his shroud, he seemed as comely a person to them that were 
there present, as one should lightly see; and whereas in his clothes he 
appeared a withered and crooked silly old man, he now stood bolt upright, 
as comely a father as one might lightly behold.  Then master Ridley, 
standing as yet in his truss (a padded jacket), said to his brother, “It were 
best for me to go in my truss still.”  “No,” quoth his brother, “it will put 
you to more pain: and the truss will do a poor man good.”  Whereunto 
master Ridley said, “Be it, in the name of God;” and so unlaced himself.  
Then, being in his shirt, he stood upon the foresaid stone, and held up his 
hand and said, “O heavenly Father, I give unto thee most hearty thanks, 
for that thou hast called me to be a professor of thee, even unto death. I 
beseech thee, Lord God, take mercy upon this realm of England, and 
deliver the same from all her enemies.”   

(v)  Then the smith took a chain of iron, and brought the same about both Dr. 
Ridley’s, and master Latimer’s middles:  and, as he was knocking in a 
staple, Dr. Ridley took the chain in his hand, and shaked the same, for it 
did gird in his belly, and looking aside to the smith, said, “Good fellow, 
knock it in hard, for the flesh will have his course.”  Then his brother did 
bring him gunpowder in a bag, and would have tied the same about his 
neck.  Master Ridley asked, what it was.  His brother said, “Gunpowder.”  
“Then,” said he, “I take it to be sent of God; therefore I will receive it as 
sent of him.  And have you any”, said he, “for my brother;” meaning 
master Latimer.  “Yea sir, that I have,” quoth his brother.  “Then give it 
unto him,” said he, “betime (speedily); lest ye come too late.”  So his 
brother went, and carried of the same gunpowder unto master Latimer.   

(vi)  In the mean time Dr. Ridley spake unto my lord Williams, and said, “My 
lord, I must be a suitor unto your lordship in the behalf of divers poor 
men, find especially in the cause of my poor sister:  I have made a 
supplication to the queen’s majesty in their behalfs.  I beseech your 
lordship for Christ’s sake, to be a mean (mediator) to her grace for them.  
My brother here hath the supplication, and will resort to your lordship to 
certify you hereof.  There is nothing in all the world that troubleth my 
conscience, I praise God, this only excepted.  Whilst I was in the see of 
London, divers poor men took leases of me, and agreed, with me for the 
same.  Now I hear say the bishop that now occupieth the same room, will 
not allow my grants unto them made, but, contrary unto all law and 
conscience, hath taken from them their livings, and will not suffer them to 
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enjoy the same.  I beseech you, my lord, be a mean for them:  you shall do 
a good deed, and God will reward you.”   

(vii)  Then they brought a faggot (bundle of sticks), kindled with fire, and 
laid the same down at Dr. Ridley’s feet.  To whom master Latimer spake 
in this manner:  “Be of good comfort, master Ridley, and play the man.  
We shall this day light such a candle, by God’s grace, in England, as I 
trust shall never be put out.”  And so the fire being given unto them, when 
Dr. Ridley saw the fire flaming up towards him, he cried with a wonderful 
loud voice, “In manus tuas, Domine, commendo spiritum meum:  Domine 
recipe spiritum meum.”  And after, repeated this latter part often in 
English, “Lord, Lord, receive my spirit;” master Latimer crying as 
vehemently on the other side, “O Father of heaven, receive my soul!” who 
received the flame as it were embracing of it.  After that he had stroked his 
face with his hands, and as it were bathed them a little in the fire, he soon 
died (as it appeareth) with very little pain or none.  And thus much 
concerning the end of this old and blessed servant of God, master Latimer, 
for whose laborious travails, fruitful life, and constant death, the whole 
realm hath cause to give great thanks to Almighty God.   

(viii)  But master Ridley, by reason of the evil making of the fire unto him, 
because the wooden faggots were laid about the gorse (evergreen shrub), 
and overhigh built, the fire burned first beneath, being kept down by the 
wood; which when he felt, he desired them for Christ’s sake to let the fire 
come unto him.  Which when his brother-in-law heard, but not well 
understood, intending to rid him out of his pain (for the which cause he 
gave attendance), as one in such sorrow not well advised what he did, 
heaped faggots upon him, so that he clean covered him, which made the 
fire more vehement beneath, that it burned clean all his nether parts, 
before it once touched the upper; and that made him leap up and down 
under the faggots, and often desire them to let the fire come unto him, 
saying, “I cannot burn.”  Which indeed appeared well; for, after his legs 
were consumed by reason of his struggling through the pain (whereof he 
had no release, but only his contentation [contentment] in God), he 
showed that side toward us dean, shirt and all untouched with flame.  Yet 
in all this torment he forgot not to call unto God still, having in his mouth, 
“Lord have mercy upon me,” intermingling his cry, “Let the fire come 
unto me, I cannot burn.”  In which pangs he labored till one of the standers 
by with his bill (mattock) pulled off the faggots above, and where he saw 
the fire flame up, he wrested himself unto that side.  And when the flame 
touched the gunpowder, he was seen to stir no more, but burned on the 
other side, falling down at master Latimer’s feet; which, some said, 
happened by reason that the chain loosed; others said, that he fell over the 
chain by reason of the poise of his body, and the weakness of the nether 
limbs.  Some said, that before he was like to fall from the stake, he desired 
them to hold him to it with their bills.  However it was, surely it moved 
hundreds to tears, in beholding the horrible sight; for I think there was 
none that had not clean exiled all humanity and mercy, which would not 
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have lamented to behold the fury of the fire so to rage upon their bodies.  
Signs there were of sorrow on every side.  Some took it grievously to see 
their deaths, whose lives they held full dear:  some pitied their persons, 
that thought their souls had no need thereof.  His brother moved many 
men, seeing his miserable case, seeing (I say) him compelled to such 
infelicity, that he thought then to do him best service, when he hastened 
his end.  Some cried out of the fortune, to see his endeavor (who most 
dearly loved him, and sought his release) turn to his greater vexation and 
increase of pain.  But whoso considered their preferments in time past, the 
places of honor that they some time occupied in this commonwealth, the 
favor they were in with their princes, and the opinion of learning they had 
in the university where they studied, could not choose but sorrow with 
tears, to see so great dignity, honor, and estimation, so necessary members 
sometime accounted, so many godly virtues, the study of so many years, 
such excellent learning, to be put into the fire, and consumed in one 
moment.  Well!  Dead they are, and the reward of this world they have 
already.  What reward remaineth for them in heaven, the day of the Lord’s 
glory, when he cometh with his saints, shall shortly, I trust, declare.   

 
D.  The martyrdom of Thomas Cranmer.   

1.  His recantation.   
a.  Late in 1555, Cranmer was excommunicated in Rome.  Mary then made 

Cardinal Pole Archbishop of Canterbury.   
b.  Cranmer began to weaken.  “He declared that he recognized the authority of 

the pope over the Church in England as it had recently been restored by law.  
But Mary was bent on Cranmer’s death.  Knowing Cranmer’s weakness she 
hoped that he might be made to renounce Protestantism publicly before he 
died.  It was believed that this would do great harm to the cause of the 
Reformation.  Cranmer did sign a statement in which he denied 
Protestantism”  (Kuiper 227-228; cf. Cairnes 332).   

c.  We read the sad recantation of Cranmer in Foxe’s Acts and Monuments:   
(i)  I, Thomas Cranmer, late archbishop of Canterbury, do renounce, abhor, 

and detest all manner of heresies and errors of Luther and Zuinglius, and 
all other teachings which be contrary to sound and true doctrine.  And I 
believe most constantly in my heart, and with my mouth I confess, one 
holy and catholic church visible, without the which there is no salvation; 
and thereof I acknowledge the bishop of Rome to be supreme head in 
earth, whom I acknowledge to be the highest bishop and pope, and 
Christ’s vicar, unto whom all Christian people ought to be subject.   

(ii)  And as concerning the sacraments, I believe and worship in the 
sacrament of the altar the very body and blood of Christ, being contained 
most truly under the forms of bread and wine; the bread through the 
mighty power of God being turned into the body of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and the wine into his blood.  And in the other six sacraments also, 
like as in this, I believe and hold as the universal church holdeth, and the 
church of Rome judgeth and determineth.   
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(iii)  Furthermore, I believe that there is a place of purgatory, where souls 
departed be punished for a time, for whom the church doth godly and 
wholesomely pray, like as it doth honor saints and make prayers to them.   

(iv)  Finally, in all things I profess, that I do not otherwise believe, than the 
catholic church and church of Rome holdeth and teacheth:  I am sorry that 
ever I held or thought otherwise.  And I beseech Almighty God, that of his 
mercy he will vouchsafe to forgive me, whatsoever I have offended 
against God or his church; and also I desire and beseech all Christian 
people to pray for me.  And all such as have been deceived either by mine 
example or doctrine, I require them by the blood of Jesus Christ, that they 
will return to the unity of the church, that we may be all of one mind, 
without schism or division.   

(v)  And to conclude, as I submit myself to the catholic church of Christ, and 
to the supreme head thereof, so I submit myself unto the most excellent 
majesties of Philip and Mary, king and queen of this realm of England, 
etc., and to all other their laws and ordinances, being ready always as a 
faithful subject ever to obey them.  And God is my witness, that I have not 
done this for favor or fear of any person, but willingly, and of mine own 
mind, as well to the discharge of mine own conscience, as to the 
instruction of others.   

(vi)  This recantation of the archbishop was not so soon conceived, but the 
doctors and prelates without delay caused the same to be imprinted, and 
set abroad in all men’s hands; whereunto, for better credit, first was added 
the name of Thomas Cranmer, with a solemn subscription; then followed 
the witnesses of this recantation, Henry Sydal, and friar John de Villa 
Garcia.  All this while Cranmer was in uncertain assurance of his life, 
although the same was faithfully promised to him by the doctors; but after 
that they had their purpose, the rest they committed to all adventure, as 
became men of that religion to do.  The queen, having now gotten time to 
revenge her old grief, received his recantation very gladly; but of her 
purpose to put him to death, she would nothing relent. 

 
2.  His execution.   

a.  His final recantation.   
(i)  “The time of his execution in Oxford was set for March 21, 1556.  Just 

before he was to die he renounced his denial, and once more and in the 
strongest terms declared his Protestant faith” (Kuiper 227-228; cf. Cairnes 
332).  After a sermon by Dr. Cole, which basically explained that 
recanting doesn’t necessarily mean that there won’t be consequences for 
crimes, Cranmer was again to recant his faith before he was executed, the 
recantation being to give himself and those who heard him the confidence 
that Cranmer was a true son of the church and therefore would eventually 
enter into glory.   

(ii)  Foxe:  Cole, after he had ended his sermon, called back the people that 
were ready to depart, to prayers.  “Brethren,” said he, “lest any man 
should doubt of this man’s earnest conversion and repentance, you shall 
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hear him speak before you; and therefore I pray you, master Cranmer, that 
you will now perform that you promised not long ago, namely, that you 
would openly express the true and undoubted profession of your faith, that 
you may take away all suspicion from men, and that all men may 
understand that you are a catholic indeed.”   

(iii)  “I will do it,” said the archbishop, “and that with a good will;” who by 
and by rising up, and putting off his cap, began to speak thus unto the 
people: “I desire you, well-beloved brethren in the Lord, that you will pray 
to God for me, to forgive me my sins, which above all men, both in 
number and greatness, I have committed.  But among all the rest, there is 
one offense which most of all at this time doth vex and trouble me, 
whereof in process of my talk you shall hear more in its proper place.” 
And then, putting his hand into his bosom, he drew forth his prayer, which 
he reeked to the people in this sense:  “Good christian people, my dearly 
beloved brethren and sisters in Christ, I beseech you most heartily to pray 
for me to Almighty God, that he will forgive me all my sins and offenses, 
which be many without number, and great above measure.  But yet one 
thing grieveth my conscience more than all the rest, whereof, God willing, 
I intend to speak more hereafter.  But how great and how many soever my 
sins be, I beseech you to pray God of his mercy to pardon and forgive 
them all.”   

(iv)  And here kneeling down he said, as followeth:  “O Father of heaven, O 
Son of God, Redeemer of the world, O Holy Ghost, three persons and one 
God, have mercy upon me most wretched caitiff (cowardly and 
despicable) and miserable sinner.  I have offended both against heaven and 
earth, more than my tongue can express.  Whither then may I go, or 
whither shall I flee?  To heaven I may be ashamed to lift up mine eyes, 
and in earth I find no place of refuge or succor.  To thee therefore, O Lord, 
do I run; to thee do I humble myself, saying, O Lord my God, my sins be 
great, but yet have mercy upon me for thy great mercy.  The great mystery 
that God became man, was not wrought for little or few offenses.  Thou 
didst not give thy Son, O heavenly Father, unto death for small sins only, 
but for all the greatest sins of the world, so that the sinner return to thee 
with his whole heart, as I do here at this present.  Wherefore have mercy 
on me, O God, whose property is always to have mercy; have mercy upon 
me, O Lord, for thy great mercy.  I crave nothing for mine own merits, but 
for thy name’s sake, that it may be hallowed thereby, and for thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ’s sake.  And now therefore, ‘Our Father of heaven, hallowed 
be thy name,’”etc.   

(v)  And then he rising, said:  “Every man, good people, desireth at the time 
of his death to give some good exhortation that others may remember the 
same before their death, and be the better thereby:  so I beseech God grant 
me grace, that I may speak something at this my departing, whereby God 
may be glorified, and you edified.  “First, it is a heavy case to see, that so 
many folk so much dote upon the love of this false world, and be so 
careful for it, that of the love of God, or the world to come, they seem to 
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care very little or nothing.  Therefore this shall he my first exhortation: 
that you not set your minds overmuch upon this glozing (flattering, lying) 
world, but upon God, and upon the world to come; and to learn to know 
what this lesson meaneth, which St. John teacheth, ‘That the love of this 
world is hatred against God.’   

(vi)  “The second exhortation is, that next under God you obey your king and 
queen willingly and gladly, without murmuring or grudging; not for fear 
of them only, but much more for the fear of God; knowing that they be 
God’s ministers, appointed by God to rule and govern you: and therefore 
whosoever resisteth them, resisteth the ordinance of God.   

(vii)  “The third exhortation is, that you love altogether like brethren and 
sisters.  For, alas! pity it is to see what contention and hatred one Christian 
man beareth to another, not taking each other as brother and sister, but 
rather as strangers and mortal enemies.  But I pray you learn and bear well 
away this one lesson, to do good unto all men, as much as in you lieth, and 
to hurt no man, no more than you would hurt your own natural loving 
brother or sister.  For this you may be sure of, that whosoever hateth any 
person, and goeth about maliciously to hinder or hurt him, surely, and 
without all doubt, God is not with that man, although he think himself 
never so much in God’s favor.   

(viii)  “The fourth exhortation shall be to them that have great substance and 
riches of this world, that they will well consider and weigh three sayings 
of the Scripture.  One is of our Savior Christ himself, who saith, ‘It is hard 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven.’ (Luke 18)  A sore 
saying, and yet spoken of him that knoweth the truth.  The second is of St. 
John, (1 John 3) whose saying is this, ‘He that hath the substance of this 
world, and seeth his brother in necessity, and shutteth up his mercy from 
him, how can he say that he loveth God?’  The third is of St. James, who 
speaketh to the covetous rich man after this manner:  ‘Weep you and howl 
for the misery that shall come upon you: your riches do rot, your clothes 
be moth-eaten, your gold and silver doth canker and rust; and their rust 
shall bear witness against you, and consume you like fire.  You gather a 
hoard or treasure of God’s indignation against the last day.’  Let them that 
be rich, ponder well these three sentences; for if they ever had occasion to 
show their charity, they have it now at this present, the poor people being 
so many, and victuals so dear.   

(ix)  “And now, forasmuch as I am come to the last end of my life, 
whereupon hangeth all my life past, and all my life to come, either to live 
with my Master Christ for ever in joy, or else to be in pain for ever with 
wicked devils in hell, and I see before mine eyes presently either heaven 
ready to receive me, or else hell ready to swallow me up:  I shall therefore 
declare unto you my very faith how I believe, without any color or 
dissimulation; for now is no time to dissemble, whatsoever I have said or 
written in time past.  “First, I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth, etc.  And I believe every article of the catholic faith, 
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every word and sentence taught by our Savior Jesus Christ, his apostles 
and prophets, in the New and Old Testament.   

(x)  “And now I come to the great thing, which so much troubleth my 
conscience, more than any thing that ever I did or said in my whole life, 
and that is the setting abroad of a writing contrary to the truth; which now 
here I renounce and refuse, as things written with my hand, contrary to the 
truth which I thought in my heart, and written for fear of death, and to 
save my life if it might be; and that is, all such bills and papers which I 
have written or signed with my hand since my degradation; wherein I have 
written many things untrue.  And forasmuch as my hand offended, writing 
contrary to my heart, my hand shall first be punished there-for; for, may I 
come to the fire, it shall be first burned.  And as for the pope, I refuse him, 
as Christ’s enemy, and antichrist, with all his false doctrine.  And as for 
the sacrament, I believe as I have taught in my book against the bishop of 
Winchester, the which my book teacheth so true a doctrine of the 
sacrament, that it shall stand at the last day before the judgment of God, 
where the papistical doctrine contrary thereto shall be ashamed to show 
her face (Acts and Monuments).   

 
b.  Cranmer’s martyrdom.   

(i)  Foxe:  Here the standers-by were all astonished, marveled, were amazed, 
did look one upon another, whose expectation he had so notably deceived.  
Some began to admonish him of his recantation, and to accuse him of 
falsehood.  Briefly, it was a world to see the doctors beguiled of so great a 
hope.  I think there was never cruelty more notably or better in time 
deluded and deceived; for it is not to be doubted but they looked for a 
glorious victory and a perpetual triumph by this man’s retractation; who, 
as soon as they heard these things, began to let down their ears, to rage, 
fret, and fume; and so much the more, because they could not revenge 
their grief — or they could now no longer threaten or hurt him.  For the 
most miserable man in the world can die but once; and whereas of 
necessity he must needs die that day, though the papists had been never so 
well pleased, now, being never so much offended with him, yet could he 
not be twice killed of them.  And so, when they could do nothing else unto 
him, yet, lest they should say nothing, they ceased not to object unto him 
his falsehood and dissimulation.   

(ii)  Unto which accusation he answered, “Ah! my masters,” quoth he, “do 
not you take it so.  Always since I lived hitherto, I have been a hater of 
falsehood, and a lover of simplicity, and never before this time have I 
dissembled:” and in saying this, all the tears that remained in his body 
appeared in his eyes.  And when he began to speak more of the sacrament 
and of the papacy, some of them began to cry out, yelp, and bawl, and 
specially Cole cried out upon him, “Stop the heretic’s mouth, and take him 
away.”   

(iii)  And then Cranmer being pulled down from the stage, was led to the fire, 
accompanied with those friars, vexing, troubling, and threatening him 
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most cruelly.  “What madness,” say they, “hath brought thee again into 
this error, by which thou wilt draw innumerable souls with thee into hell?”  
To whom he answered nothing, but directed all his talk to the people, 
saving that to one troubling him in the way, he spake, and exhorted him to 
get him home to his study, and apply his book diligently; saying, if he did 
diligently call upon God, by reading more he should get knowledge.  But 
the other Spanish barker, raging and foaming, was almost out of his wits, 
always having this in his mouth, “Non fecisti?” “Didst thou it not?”   

(iv)  But when he came to the place where the holy bishops and martyrs of 
God, Hugh Latimer and Nicholas Ridley, were burnt before him for the 
confession of the truth, kneeling down, he prayed to God; and not long 
tarrying in his prayers, putting off his garments to his shirt, he prepared 
himself to death.  His shirt was made long, down to his feet.  His feet were 
bare; likewise his head, when both his caps were off, was so bare, that one 
hair could not be seen upon it.  His beard was long and thick, covering his 
face with marvelous gravity.  Such a countenance of gravity moved the 
hearts both of his friends and of his enemies.   

(v)  Then the Spanish friars, John and Richard, of whom mention was made 
before, began to exhort him, and play their parts with him afresh, but with 
vain and lost labor.  Cranmer, with steadfast purpose abiding in the 
profession of his doctrine, gave his hand to certain old men, and others 
that stood by, bidding them farewell.  And when he had thought to have 
done so likewise to Ely, the said Ely drew back his hand, and refused, 
saying, it was not lawful to salute heretics, and specially such a one as 
falsely returned unto the opinions that he had foresworn.  And if he had 
known before, that he would have done so, he would never have used his 
company so familiarly: and chide those sergeants and citizens which had 
not refused to give him their hands.  This Ely was a priest lately made, and 
student in divinity, being then one of the fellows of Brasennose.   

(vi)  Then was an iron chain tied about Cranmer, whom when they perceived 
to be more steadfast than that he could be moved from his sentence, they 
commanded the fire to be set unto him.  And when the wood was kindled, 
and the fire began to burn near him, stretching out his arm, he put his right 
hand into the flame, which he held so steadfast and immovable (saving 
that once with the same hand he wiped his face), that all men might see his 
hand burned before his body was touched.  His body did so abide the 
burning of the flame with such constancy and steadfastness, that standing 
always in one place without moving his body, he seemed to move no more 
than the stake to which he was bound; his eyes were lifted up into heaven, 
and oftentimes he repeated “his unworthy right hand,” so long as his voice 
would suffer him; and using often the words of Stephen, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit,” in the greatness of the flame he gave up the ghost. . . .   

(vii)  And this was the end of this learned archbishop, whom, lest by 
evilsubscribing he should have perished, by well-recanting God preserved; 
and lest he should have lived longer with shame and reproof, it pleased 
God rather to take him away, to the glory of his name and profit of his 
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church.  So good was the Lord both to his church, in fortifying the same 
with the testimony and blood of such a martyr; and so good also to the 
man with this cross of tribulation, to purge his offenses in this world, not 
only of his recantation, but also of his standing against John Lambert and 
master Allen, or if there were any other, with whose burning and blood his 
hands had been before any thing polluted.  But especially he had to 
rejoice, that dying in such a cause, he was to be numbered amongst 
Christ’s martyrs, much more worthy the name of St. Thomas of 
Canterbury, than he whom the pope falsely before did canonize.   

 
E.  Conclusion of Mary’s reign.   

1.  “Mary continued her persecution until the day of her death on November 17, 
1558.  She had caused almost three hundred people to be burned.  Her 
persecutions earned her the name of Bloody Mary” (Kuiper 228).   

2.  Dr. Godfrey remarked in his Reformation Class that when a restoration project 
was going on at Windsor Castle, the workers accidentally fell into Henry VIII’s 
tomb and found nothing in it.  Mary may have had her father’s bones burned 
because he died a heretic.   

3.  “Nothing strengthened the cause of Protestantism more than the death of these 
brave martyrs.  Their earnest conviction and courage convinced Englishmen of 
the truth of their opinions” (Cairnes 332).   

4.  In 1554 she married King Philip II of Spain (son of Charles V and Isabella).  
“The marriage was unpopular with the English people, and Philip never requited 
Mary’s love” (Cairnes, 332).   
a.  If they had produced a child, that child would have been heir to all of Europe, 

but France.  Mary wanted an heir, but she was no longer young (38).  She 
died in 1558 without a child.   

b.  Philip though he had a legitimate claim on England and would later launch 
the Spanish Armada to invade England.   

 
5.  “Mary’s great mistakes were the Spanish marriage, the restoration of the 

authority of the pope, and this persecution.  Englishmen have never favored 
extremes, and they reacted against Mary’s extreme as some had against the 
extreme Protestant changes under Edward VI.  The way was prepared for a 
compromise settlement with the accession of Elizabeth” (Cairnes 332).   

 
*Bold indicates slides.   


