
“Repentance Is Better Than Judgment” 

(Mark 9:43-48) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  This morning,  

1.  We’re dealing with another reason someone might not receive the Gospel –  

a.  Perhaps a reason why you don’t –  

b.  You don’t believe in hell.   

c.  You really don’t believe there’s any danger.   

 

2.  You think either everyone goes to heaven,  

a.  Or that those who don’t just disappear into nothingness.   

b.  There is no hell,  

c.  No one suffers,  

d.  Especially not forever!   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Jesus, in our passage, however,  

a.  Brings us face to face  

b.  With the fact that hell does exist.   

c.  And since He does,  

d.  We need to deal with it.   

(i)  If after listening to Him,  

(a)  You conclude it doesn’t exist,  

(b)  Then you can go back to living  

(c)  The way you did before:   

(d)  With no concerns.   

(e)  You may have to learn the hard way.   

 

(ii)  But if you choose to listen to Him  

(a)  And conclude it’s real,  

(b)  Then there’s something you need to do:  repent and believe.   

(c)  It would be far better for you to do this,  

(d)  Than to spend an eternity in hell –  

(e)  In the unquenchable fire,  

(f)  From which there is no escape.   

 

2.  Let’s consider three things from this passage:   

a.  First, that hell does exist.   

b.  Second, why you should be afraid of it.   

c.  And third, how you can escape it.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, I want you to consider that hell really does exist.   
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1.  Now how can I say this,  

a.  Especially in the present world?   

b.  After all, didn’t science put out the fires of hell long ago?   

(i)  Didn’t it prove that the Bible isn’t true?   

(ii)  That God didn’t create everything?   

(iii)  That everything is just an accident?   

(iv)  Just one mishap after another,  

(v)  Until everything just fell out the way you see it?   

 

c.  Science may have convinced some, but not all.   

(i)  There are some who aren’t willing to accept their conclusion,  

(ii)  Who would argue that time and accident doesn’t explain anything,  

(iii)  That God is the only reasonable explanation  

(iv)  And so His Word must be true.   

 

2.  Let me give you two arguments to show that hell does in fact exist:  1)  The first 

from reason; 2)  The second from the Bible.   

a.  The first argument is this:  What we see proves that God exists – design 

proves a Designer.   

(i)  Just consider the design that we see in ourselves:   

(a)  All the different systems we have in our bodies –  

(b)  The mouth, throat, stomach and intestines –  

(1)  To eat and digest food.  

(2)  Not to mention suitable food to eat.   

 

(c)  The lungs –  

(1)  To take in oxygen and get rid of carbon dioxide –  

(2)  Again, not to mention the presence of the oxygen  

(3)  As well as the means to restore what we use.   

 

(d)  The heart, arteries and veins –  

(1)  To bring the food and oxygen to the many cells,  

(2)  As well as carry away the waste products –  

 

(e)  The kidneys –  

(1)  To filter the waste out of the blood,  

(2)  So that we don’t drown in our own poison.   

 

(f)  The muscles –  

To allow us to move and do the things we want –  

 

(g)  The bones –  

(1)  To hang all these organs on,  

(2)  Hinged so that we can move.   

 

(h)  The skin –  
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To protect all these things from bacteria and other dangerous things –  

(i)  The senses –  

(1)  Eyes to see,  

(2)  Ears to hear,  

(3)  A nose to smell,  

(4)  A tongue to taste,  

(5)  Nerves to feel.   

(6)  Which all allow us to gather information about the outside world –  

(j)  The brain –  

To coordinate all these systems.   

 

(k)  And all the information necessary  

(1)  To build all these things,  

(2)  Present in every cell,  

(3)  And the machinery to interpret that information  

(4)  And put it to use!   

 

(l)  All of these are present and working together at the same time,  

(1)  Not only giving us the ability to live,  

(2)  And to do the things that are necessary to take care of ourselves;   

(3)  But also a soul to think,  

(4)  To desire,  

(5)  And to make morally significant choices.   

(6)  We can also communicate with others like us!   

 

(m)  Our bodies, minds and souls are such wonderful things,  

(1)  That no amount of evolutionary theorizing  

(2)  Could ever possibly explain them.   

 

(n)  The fact that you’re here  

(1)  Is absolute proof of an intelligent Creator,  

(2)  Who lives, thinks, desires, and makes moral choices as well.   

 

(ii)  And as if that wasn’t enough,  

(a)  Consider all the plant life,  

(b)  And all the animal life.   

(c)  Consider our solar system  

(d)  That has only one planet that can sustain life.   

(e)  Consider the universe  

(f)  With its billions of galaxies  

(g)  Filled with billions of stars  

(h)  All working together as one giant system.   

(i)  Evolutionary theory can’t give adequate explanations for these things 

either.   

(j)  Only an intelligent, infinitely powerful Creator can.   

(k)  The evidence for God is overwhelming!   
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(iii)  But consider one more thing:   

(a)  That this God who made us,  

(b)  Also gave us a conscience!   

(1)  The conscience is that part of you  

(A)  That warns you not to do wrong things,  

(B)  That convicts you when you’ve done something wrong –  

(C)  Whether you’ve done something you shouldn’t have,  

(D)  Or haven’t done something you should have;  

(E)  When you’ve hurt others,  

(D)  Or offended God.   

 

(2)  It’s also that part of you  

(A)  That can look at the wrongs done by and to others  

(B)  And long for justice.   

 

(c)  God gave us a conscience   

(1)  To restrain our sin – the evil that’s in us –  

(2)  So that we wouldn’t like the way we feel  

(3)  When we do wrong things.   

(4)  So that we wouldn’t hurt others more than we already do.   

  

(d)  But there’s one more thing that it does:   

(1)  It warns us that the wrongs we’ve done deserve justice,  

(2)  That there is a judgment coming,  

(3)  When we will give an account of our lives,  

(4)  To the One who made us.   

(5)  It warns us that there is punishment ahead for those wrongs:   

(6)  Punishment that is equal to our crimes!   

(7)  That there is a hell.   

(8)  Hell is what each of us deserve  

(9)  For our offences against an infinitely holy and worthy God.   

 

(e)  This is the first way we know hell exists.   

(1)  The God who made us  

(2)  Gave us a conscience  

(3)  To warn us that there is judgment ahead,  

(4)  Not only to restrain our sins – the wrong things we do –  

(5)  But also that we might look for a way out  

(6)  While there is still time.   

 

b.  The second argument is much easier:   

(i)  We know hell exists because the Bible says it does.   

(ii)  Jesus –  

(a)  The Son of God, who became a man to save His people –  

(b)  Tells us as much in our passage:   
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(c)  “If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to 

enter life crippled, than, having your two hands, to go into hell, into the 

unquenchable fire” (v. 43).   

 

(iii)  God gave us His Word,  

(a)  Written by men whom He directed,  

(b)  So that we might know of this danger,  

(c)  And the way to escape it,  

(d)  While we still can.   

(e)  Because hell is real!    

 

B.  This brings us to the second point:  Granted that hell is real,  

Why should you be afraid of it?   

Jesus gives us two very good reasons:   

1.  First because it’s a place that burns with fire –  

a.  He’s probably not speaking of a literal fire –  

(i)  At least not yet;  

(ii)  Not before the resurrection  

(iii)  When the souls of the lost,  

(iv)  Will be reunited with their bodies,  

(v)  And cast forever into the lake of fire.   

 

b.  But whatever it is,  

(i)  It burns like fire.   

(ii)  Jesus tells us in the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus  

(a)  That after the rich man died  

(b)  He lifted up his eyes in hell,  

(c)  “Being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his 

bosom.  And he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on 

me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water 

and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame’” (Luke 16:23-

24).   

 

(iii)  The fire that burns in hell is agonizingly painful.   

 

2.  You should fear it second, because this fire never goes out:   

a.  It’s never quenched; it never runs out of fuel.   

b.  It goes on forever,  

(i)  While those in it are not burned up,  

(ii)  But have to endure everlasting agony.   

(iii)  In Revelation we read, “And the smoke of their torment goes up forever 

and ever; they have no rest day and night” (14:11).   

 

c.  Jesus’ reference to the worm that never dies,  

(i)  Has to do with the image He’s using to describe hell:   

(ii)  The Valley of Hinnom:   
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(a)  The trash dump,  

(b)  Where the fire continually burned,  

(c)  And the maggots continually ate.   

 

(iii)  He’s not saying there are maggots in hell,  

(a)  But He is saying that the place  

(b)  Where the Lord throws His unrepentant enemies  

(c)  Burns with an unquenchable fire.   

 

3.  Who could endure an eternity of this agonizing burning?   

a.  And yet that’s exactly what Jesus says  

b.  Everyone who dies in their sins must face,  

c.  If they don’t find a way to get rid of their guilt.   

 

C.  Finally, how can you escape hell?   

If you are at all convinced it’s real  

You will certainly want to know 

How you can avoid it.   

1.  Thankfully, the answer to this question is simple:  The Gospel!   

a.  This is why God provided the Gospel,  

(i)  Why God the Son became a man in Jesus Christ,  

(a)  Why He came into the world to obey His Father’s Law.   

(b)  Why He went to the cross  

(1)  To bear the crimes  

(2)  Those who would trust in Him  

(3)  Committed against God.   

 

(c)  Why He rose from the dead on the third day,  

(1)  Ascended into heaven,  

(2)  And sat down at the right hand of God.   

 

(d)  Why He rules and reigns over all things now,  

(1)  For the good of His people  

(2)  And prays for them.   

 

(ii)  He did these things:   

(a)  To save all who would turn from their sins  

(b)  And trust Him as their Savior,  

(c)  That they might escape hell,  

(d)  And spend an eternity with Him in heaven.   

 

b.  If you want to escape,  

(i)  You must turn from your sins.   

(a)  From the things that offend God,  

(b)  This is what Jesus has in mind  

(1)  When He says here that it’s better  
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(2)  To cut off your hand, or your foot,  

(3)  Or to pluck out your eye,  

(4)  Than to enter into hell.   

 

(c)  He doesn’t mean these things literally:   

(1)  It’s not the hand  

(A)  That makes you stumble and fall into sin,  

(B)  Or the foot, or the eye –  

 

(2)  It’s your heart behind these things,  

(A)  Your sinful desires.   

(B)  These are the things you must give up.   

(C)  If you hold onto them –  

(D)  Even to one of them –  

(E)  You will go whole into hell when you die.   

(F)  You must give up your sins,  

(G)  If you would enter into life.   

 

(ii)  You must also trust in Jesus as your Savior.   

(a)  Repentance and faith are the flipsides of one another.   

(1)  As you are turning from your sins,  

(2)  You must be turning to Jesus.   

 

(b)  When the jailer at Philippi  

(1)  Asked Paul and Silas what he must do to be saved,  

(2)  They answered, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved” 

(Acts 16:31).   

(3)  You must trust what Jesus Christ has done to save sinners,  

(4)  To save you personally.   

 

(c)  You must turn away from any hope you might have  

(1)  That somehow you will be good enough in the end  

(A)  To enter into heaven.   

(B)  You aren’t!   

(C)  The Lord says, “There is none righteous, not even one” (Rom. 

3:10).   

(D)  “There is none who does good, there is not even one” (v. 12).   

 

(2)  You aren’t good enough – only Jesus is.   

(A)  The Gospel is  

(B)  If you trust Jesus to save you  

(C)  He will do it!   

 

2.  In closing, don’t forget –  

a.  It’s not enough to know that hell is real.   

b.  It’s not enough to be convinced that Jesus is the Savior –  
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(i)  The only Savior from hell.   

(ii)  The only way to heaven.   

 

c.  You actually have to trust Him.   

(i)  You must turn from your sins.   

(ii)  You must follow Him, live for Him,  

(iii)  If you are to escape hell and see heaven.   

 

d.  Don’t let your sins drag you down into the unquenchable flames.   

(i)  Don’t think that a God of love  

(a)  Can’t do this to His creatures.   

(b)  He loves what is right with an infinite love.   

(c)  He can’t let any wrong go unpunished.   

(d)  The Bible says He doesn’t delight in the death of the wicked,  

(e)  But He does delight in the fact  

(1)  That those who don’t repent of their sins  

(2)  Are justly punished in hell.   

(3)  He is the fire that burns in hell!   

(4)  That is His wrath being poured out!   

 

(ii)  Only Jesus can put those flames out,  

(a)  And that’s what He will do for you,  

(b)  If you will only trust Him.   

(c)  Trust Jesus and be safe!  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


