
“Inquirers’ Class” 

(Part 3:  Repentance and Faith) 

 

 

 

III.  Repentance and Faith.   

A.  Introduction.   

1.  We have seen both our condition as we come into this world, and what Christ 

has done to save us.   

a.  We sinned and fell in Adam, and are under the sentence of death:   

(i)  “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death 

through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned” (Rom. 

5:12).   

(ii)  “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).   

(iii)  “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23).   

 

b.  But Christ, as our representative, came to save us:   

(i)  He is the eternal Son of God:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1).   

(ii)  Who took to Himself our nature, being born of the Virgin:  “But when 

the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 

born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the 

Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4-5).   

(iii)  He kept the Law perfectly:  “Which one of you convicts Me of sin?  If I 

speak truth, why do you not believe Me?” (John 8:46).   

(iv)  He was crucified, died, was raised again from the dead and appeared to 

many witnesses:  “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that 

He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  After that 

He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of 

whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to 

James, then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to one untimely born, He 

appeared to me also” (1 Cor. 15:3-8).   

(v)  He ascended into heaven:  “And after He had said these things, He was 

lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of 

their sight” (Acts 1:9).   

(vi)  He sat down at the right hand of God:  “So then, when the Lord Jesus 

had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven and sat down at the 

right hand of God” (Mark 16:19).   

(vii)  He now reigns until all His enemies are subdued under His feet:  “But 

He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right 

hand of God, waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a 

footstool for His feet” (Heb. 10:12-13).   
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(viii)  And He will come again at the last day to raise and judge the living and 

the dead:  “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ 

Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and 

His kingdom” (2 Tim. 4:1).   

 

2.  Now we will consider what we must do to receive the benefits of His work.   

a.  In a word, we must repent and believe (conversion).   

b.  This morning, we’ll look at biblical repentance, and next week biblical faith.   

  

B.  First, what is biblical/saving repentance?   

1.  Is repentance necessary for salvation?   

a.  “Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, 

preaching the gospel of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel’” (Mark 1:14-

15).   

b.  “And Jesus answered and said to them, ‘It is not those who are well who 

need a physician, but those who are sick.  I have not come to call the 

righteous but sinners to repentance’” (Luke 5:31-32).   

c.  “Now on the same occasion there were some present who reported to Him 

about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.  And 

Jesus said to them, ‘Do you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners 

than all other Galileans because they suffered this fate?  I tell you, no, but 

unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.  Or do you suppose that those 

eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them were worse 

culprits than all the men who live in Jerusalem?  I tell you, no, but unless you 

repent, you will all likewise perish’” (Luke 13:1-5).   

d.  The Lord tells us repentance is necessary; without it, we will perish.   

 

2.  What is a biblical/saving repentance?   

a.  It consists of three things:   

(i)  First, we must acknowledge our sin.   

(a)  How do we know what sin is?   

(1)  Conscience:  “And although they know the ordinance of God, that 

those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do 

the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them” 

(Rom. 1:32).   

(2)  The Law:  “Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to 

those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed 

and all the world may become accountable to God; because by the 

works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through 

the Law comes the knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3:19-20).   

 

(b)  We must admit that we have sinned:   

(1)  “For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  

Against You, You only, I have sinned and done what is evil in Your 
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sight, so that You are justified when You speak and blameless when 

You judge” (Psalm 51:3-4).   

(2)  “So he got up and came to his father.  But while he was still a long 

way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and 

embraced him and kissed him.  And the son said to him, ‘Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy 

to be called your son’” (Luke 15:20-21).   

(3)  “But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even 

unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, 

saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’” (Luke 18:13).   

(4)  “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the 

truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous 

to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 

John 1:8-9).   

 

(ii)  Second, we must be grieved over our sins.   

(a)  Our grief must go beyond being sorry we got caught, or that we have 

to pay the consequences of our sins, or that we injured someone else by 

our sins:  “Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had 

been condemned, he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver 

to the chief priests and elders, saying, ‘I have sinned by betraying 

innocent blood.’  But they said, ‘What is that to us?  See to that 

yourself!’” (Matt. 27:3-4).   

 (b)  We must have a heart-felt grief that we have sinned not only against 

the One who is infinitely holy and righteous, but also against the One 

who is infinite love:  “Against You, You only, I have sinned and done 

what is evil in Your sight, so that You are justified when You speak 

and blameless when You judge” (Psalm 51:4).   

 

(iii)  And third, we must turn from sin to righteousness.   

(a)  A gracious sorrow results in turning from the things we do that are 

wrong to what is good and right:  “For the sorrow that is according to 

the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to 

salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death.  For behold what 

earnestness this very thing, this godly sorrow, has produced in you: 

what vindication of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what 

longing, what zeal, what avenging of wrong!  In everything you 

demonstrated yourselves to be innocent in the matter” (2 Cor. 7:10-11).   

(b)  A gracious repentance results in a change of direction – from that of 

rebellion against God to obedient submission:  “And I said, ‘What shall 

I do, Lord?’  And the Lord said to me, ‘Get up and go on into 

Damascus, and there you will be told of all that has been appointed for 

you to do’” (Acts 22:10).   

 

(iv)  “What is repentance unto life?  A.  Repentance unto life is a saving 

grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin, and apprehension of 
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the mercy of God in Christ, doth, with grief and hatred of his sin, turn 

from it unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavour after, new 

obedience” (WSC 87).   

 

b.  Does repentance earn salvation?   

(i)  We cannot earn or merit salvation through any works:  “Now we know 

that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so 

that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become 

accountable to God; because by the works of the Law no flesh will be 

justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin. . . . 

For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the 

Law” (Rom. 3:19-20, 28).   

(ii)  Repentance is not a work that earns salvation, but one of the fruits of 

regeneration.   

(a)  In regeneration, the Lord implants a principle of holy love in our 

hearts by His Spirit.   

(b)  That love will move us to hate sin and love what is good, so that we 

will turn from our sins and embrace obedience.   

 

3.  What modern view of repentance must we avoid?   

a.  The word repentance in the Greek means to change one’s mind and so change 

one’s behavior.   

b.  What is it we are to change our minds about?   

(i)  Many today believe that repentance refers merely to a change of mind 

about who Jesus is.   

(a)  You may have thought that He was merely a man and a deluded one at 

that.   

(b)  But now you have changed your mind and know that He is God in 

human flesh.   

(c)  If you require anything more than this, you are adding works to 

salvation.   

 

(ii)  Is this kind of “repentance” enough?   

(a)  Certainly a change of mind is necessary; but it must be accompanied 

by a change of life:   

(i)  “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 

baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers, who warned you to 

flee from the wrath to come?  Therefore bear fruit in keeping with 

repentance’” (Matt. 3:7-8).   

(ii)  “No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides 

in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.  By this the 

children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone 

who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who 

does not love his brother” (1 John 3:9-10).   

 

(b)  These works of repentance are not meritorious, but they are necessary.   


