
“Of Religious Worship” 
(WCF 21.1-2) 

 
 
 

WCF 21.1  The light of nature showeth that there is a God, who hath lordship and 
sovereignty over all; is good, and doth good unto all; and is therefore to be feared, 
loved, praised, called upon, trusted in, and served, with all the heart, and with all the 
soul, and with all the might.  But the acceptable way of worshipping the true God is 
instituted by Himself, and so limited by His own revealed will, that He may not be 
worshipped according to the imaginations and devices of men, or the suggestions of 
Satan, under any visible representation, or any other way not prescribed in the Holy 
Scripture.   
I.  God tells us how to worship Him only through the Scriptures.   

A.  What does God teach us about Himself through nature?   
1.  He teaches us that He is and what He is like.   

a.  Scripture:   
(i)  “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal 

power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through 
what has been made, so that they are without excuse” (Rom 1:20).   

(ii)  “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is 
declaring the work of His hands.  Day to day pours forth speech, and night 
to night reveals knowledge.  There is no speech, nor are there words; their 
voice is not heard” (Psalm 19:1-3).   

 
b.  How does He show us that He exists?   

(i)  One line of argumentation:  from causality:   
(a)  Something now is, therefore something must always have been 

(eternal):  a necessary being – something doesn’t come from nothing.   
(b)  This Being must be infinite because nothing cannot exist.   
(c)  This Being must be one (simplicity), because two infinites are 

impossible:  they would necessarily limit each other.   
(d)  This Being must be independent because there’s nothing else it could 

depend on for its existence.   
(e)  This Being must be unchangeable (immutable), because there’s nothing 

else that could cause it to change.   
(f)  This Being must be the cause of what we see now (Creator), because it’s 

the only possible cause – there are no other candidates.   
(g)  We see that this Being must be both wise and powerful from the 

Creation.   
(h)  This Being must be conscious, intelligent, moral, purposeful, etc., 

because we see these qualities in some of the creatures, and the effect 
cannot be greater than its cause.   

(i)  All of this Being’s attributes must be infinite, because something that is 
infinite cannot have limitations.   
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(j)  This Being must be good (benevolent), because He has provided so 
many good things in His Creation.   

(k)  But this Being must also be angry, because of the natural evil present in 
His Creation.   

(l)  This Being must be morally upright (holy, just, true), because He has 
given us a conscience to convict us when we do what’s wrong and to 
grieve us when we see a miscarriage of justice.   

(m)  This Being must be the sovereign Lord of all since He is the most 
powerful and wise of all.   

(n)  This Being must be the God who has revealed Himself in the Bible, 
because He alone fits the biblical description of God, and again, He is 
the only possible candidate.   

 
(ii)  Another line of argument from presuppositions:  You must presuppose 

God’s existence to make sense out of the world and validate reason.   
(a)  A non-Theistic worldview leads to skepticism and irrationalism.   
(b)  There can only be truth and reason in a Theistic worldview.   

 
2.  He also teaches us through nature that He is to be worshipped.   

a.  The fact that He made us, sustains us and cares for us means we owe Him 
whatever He requires of us, including worship.   

b.  What does it mean to worship God?   
(i)  To fear Him:  “Who would not fear You, O King of the nations?  Indeed it 

is Your due!  For among all the wise men of the nations and in all their 
kingdoms, there is none like You” (Jer. 10:7).   

(ii)  To love Him:  “O love the LORD, all you His godly ones!  The LORD 
preserves the faithful and fully recompenses the proud doer” (Ps. 31:23).   

(iii)  To call on Him:  “For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for 
the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him” 
(Rom. 10:12).   

(iv)  To trust in Him:  “Trust in Him at all times, O people; pour out your heart 
before Him; God is a refuge for us” (Ps. 62:8).   

(v)  To serve Him:  “Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity 
and truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the 
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD” (Josh. 24:14).   

(vi)  And to do these things with our whole being:  “Jesus answered, ‘The 
foremost is, “Hear, O Israel!  The Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind, and with all your strength.”  The second is this, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.”  There is no other commandment greater 
than these.’  The scribe said to Him, ‘Right, Teacher; You have truly stated 
that He is one, and there is no one else besides Him; and to love Him with 
all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to 
love one's neighbor as himself, is much more than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices’” (Mark 12:29-33).   
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B.  What does God teach us through nature regarding how to worship Him?   
1.  He has not revealed this through nature, but through the Scripture alone.   
2.  What He has revealed in Scripture is not only how we should worship Him, but 

that we should worship Him only as He commands (Regulative Principle).   
a.  Some Christians believe we must do whatever is commanded and may do 

whatever is not forbidden (Broad Evangelicals, Lutherans, Methodists, etc.).   
b.  But God tells us we must do only what is commanded.   

(i)  “Whatever I command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall not add to 
nor take away from it” (Deut. 12:32).   

(ii)  “But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of 
men” (Matt. 15:9).   

(iii)  “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in 
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  You 
shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third 
and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing 
lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My 
commandments” (Exod. 20:4-6).   

(iv)  “These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in 
self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but 
are of no value against fleshly indulgence” (Col. 2:23).   

 
WCF 21.2  Religious worship is to be given to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; 
and to Him alone:  not to angels, saints, or any other creature:  and, since the fall, not 
without a mediator; nor in the mediation of any other but of Christ alone.   
II.  We are to worship the Triune God alone through Christ alone.   

A.  Whom are we to worship?   
1.  The true God, who is Triune:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   

a.  “Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go, Satan!  For it is written, “You shall worship the 
Lord your God, and serve Him only”’” (Matt. 4:10).   

b.  “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the 
Son, so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father.  He who does 
not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him” (John 5:22-23).   

c.  “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, be with you all” (2 Cor. 13:14).   

 
2.  We are to worship no one or nothing else.   

a.  “Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement 
and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated 
without cause by his fleshly mind” (Col. 2:18).   

b.  “Then I fell at his feet to worship him.  But he said to me, ‘Do not do that; I 
am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of 
Jesus; worship God’” (Rev. 19:10).   

c.  “For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever.  Amen” (Rom. 1:25).   
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B.  How can sinful man come near to God to worship Him?   
1.  Only through a Mediator.    

a.  A mediator is one who stands between two parties to bring them together (to 
reconcile them).   

b.  Since we are alienated from God by sin, we cannot come near to Him without 
a mediator.   

 
2.  Who is our Mediator?   

a.  Christ alone:   
(i)  “Who is the Mediator of the covenant of grace?  A.  The only Mediator of 

the covenant of grace is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, being the eternal Son of 
God, of one substance and equal with the Father, in the fullness of time 
became man, and so was and continues to be God and man, in two entire 
distinct natures, and one person, for ever” (WLC 36).   

(ii)  “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes 
to the Father but through Me’” (John 14:6).   

(iii)  “For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5).   

(iv)  “For through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father” 
(Eph. 2:18).   

(v)  “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks through Him to God the Father” (Col. 3:17).   

 
b.  We may not approach God through saints, angels, the Virgin Mary, or any 

other mediator, but only through Jesus Christ alone.   


