
“Redemption from Egypt” 
(Exodus 3)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw some very encouraging things from our study of God’s work of 

redemption:   

a.  The first was that no matter how much Pharaoh tried to weaken or destroy God’s 

church, the Lord didn’t let him.   

(i)  He enslaved God’s people, but they only multiplied.   

(ii)  He commanded the Hebrew midwives to kill their newborn sons, but they only 

grew more in number.   

(iii)  Finally, he commanded his own people to drown their newly born sons, but 

again, the Lord blessed them.   

(iv)  The Lord was watching over His church to bless her, as He had promised.   

 

b.  Even more remarkable was the fact that the Lord didn’t allow their over 400 years in 

captivity to destroy the true religion.   

(i)  They had no public worship or teaching.   

(ii)  They were not able to celebrate and enjoy their Sabbaths.   

(iii)  They had no written Word.   

(iv)  They were surrounded by the idolatry of Egypt.   

(v)  But the Lord preserved His truth among them.   

(vi)  He promised to be God to them and to their children, and that is exactly what 

He did.   

(vii)  And one of the main reasons He did was that He might bring His Son into the 

world.   

 

2.  This is encouraging because it is a real life example of what the Lord has done and will 

continue to do for us.   

a.  Satan, the one who was behind this oppression on Israel, is still a very real threat 

today.   

(i)  He is the one behind the decaying morals of our society:  he is the one who has 

convinced this nation to kill their unborn children, to abuse their born children, to 

cheat on their spouses, to pervert the covenant of marriage, to take drugs, to get 

drunk, to make a name for themselves, and to walk over the backs of their 

neighbors on their way to the top.   

(ii)  He is the reason we have the kind of leadership we do in this country.   

(iii)  He is the one behind the growing persecution on the church.   

(iv)  Of course, the list could go on and on.   

 

b.  What kind of assurance do we as Christians have in light of this that things are going 

to turn out well in the end?   
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(i)  We have the same assurance as God’s people in Egypt; in some ways, we have 

more.   

(ii)  God will not abandon His people; He will certainly not allow any of His elect to 

perish.   

(iii)  And even though it looks now as if God’s providence – the things we now see 

happening in this country – is running contrary to His promises – that He will 

watch over, protect and provide for us, bring His kingdom to it glorious 

culmination and bring us safely to heaven – we know He is true and will work all 

these things together for good in the end.   

(iv)  We know He will, because He is God, He doesn’t lie, and He will never deny 

His Word.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  The Lord protected His visible church and invisible church in Egypt.  This morning, we 

see the Lord complete this redemption through Moses.   

a.  As we began to see, last week, the Lord raised up a deliverer:  Moses.   

b.  Moses was one of those children condemned to die by Pharaoh’s order, but who was 

saved through a wicker ark covered with pitch.   

c.  The reason the Lord saved him – aside from the fact that he was one of the Lord’s 

chosen – was so that he might be the Lord’s Christ to lead His people out of Egypt.   

 

2.  We’ll look at two things:   

a.  First, how the Son of God, in His office as Mediator, saved His people from Egypt.   

b.  Second, how the Lord through this event was again doing something new to promote 

His work of redemption.   

c.  Finally, we’ll consider some applications.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that it was the Son of God, in His office as Mediator, who saved His 

people from Egypt.   

1.  The redemption of the church from Egypt is perhaps the greatest of all the OT events 

that point to the future redemption in Christ.   

a.  We don’t often think of it in this way, but it was actually Christ Himself who 

delivered the church from the power of the Egyptians.   

b.  He was the One who stood up for Adam and Eve, who began His work of mediation 

at the Fall, who revealed Himself through His prophetic office to Adam and Eve in 

the curse on the serpent, who worked in Abel’s heart to give to God the pleasing 

sacrifice, who preached through Noah to an apostate world, who separated the 

nations at the tower of Babel, who called Abraham out of an idolatrous nation, and 

so on.   

c.  Now we see Him stand up again on behalf of His church in Egypt, and in so doing 

point them forward to the great redemption He would accomplish on the cross of 

Calvary.   

 

2.  There are several reasons why we should see this as the work of Christ.   
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a.  First, it’s clear that He is the One who appeared to Moses in the burning bush and 

sent Moses to Egypt to redeem His people.   

(i)  We already read that the One who spoke to Moses in the bush was the angel of 

the Lord, who is also called the Lord and God in verses 2-4.  The angel of the 

Lord is the Son of God in His preincarnate state.  We might say it was the Son of 

God in His divine nature who appeared.   

(ii)  The burning bush – which is open to a myriad of interpretations – should also be 

seen as a picture of Christ.   

(a)  Edwards believed that it represented His human nature, as the Christ is 

elsewhere called the Branch from the stem of Jesse (Isa. 11:1).   

(b)  The fact that the bush was burning represented that the Branch would suffer 

God’s wrath; and that it wasn’t consumed represented how through His 

sufferings He would not be destroyed.   

(c)  Moses turned aside to see this great site, this miracle that pointed to Christ, 

and it was here he received the call of God to deliver His people from Egypt.   

 

b.  There were several ways in which the salvation of His people from Egypt pointed to 

the redemption He would later accomplish in His earthly ministry.   

(i)  He delivered them from their bondage to Pharaoh, as He later, through His 

sufferings and death, redeemed us from our slavery to sin and the spiritual 

Pharaoh, Satan.   

(ii)  He delivered His people in Egypt from the iron furnace, as He would later 

through His earthly ministry deliver us from the furnace of everlasting fire.   

(iii)  He redeemed them with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, with terrible 

judgments on His enemies, as He would also delivered us later from the 

principalities and powers, bringing judgment on them and crushing the serpent’s 

head.   

(iv)  And just as He saved His people in Egypt from the destroyer by the sprinkling 

of the blood of the Passover lamb, He would later save us from the destruction of 

hell by the shedding of His blood, while the rest of the world would be destroyed 

in His judgment, as the firstborn of the Egyptians were destroyed.   

 

c.  Christ’s redemption of His people from Egypt was also a picture of what He would 

do to the devil on the cross.   

(i)  When He saved Israel from Egypt, He not only delivered them from the 

Egyptians, but from the gods of Egypt.   

(ii)  As we saw last week, many of the Jews had begun to worship the idols of Egypt.  

But the Lord, when He struck down the firstborn of Egypt, also executed 

judgment on the gods of Egypt.  We read in Exodus 12:12, “'For I will go through 

the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all the firstborn in the land of 

Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 

judgments – I am the LORD.”   

(iii)  Satan was behind this attempt to swallow up the church in Egypt.  But when the 

Lord executed judgment on Egypt, He also broke the power of the devil and 

crushed his head, which we saw in our call to worship:  “Yet God is my king from 

of old, who works deeds of deliverance in the midst of the earth.  You divided the 
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sea by Your strength; You broke the heads of the sea monsters in the waters.  You 

crushed the heads of Leviathan; You gave him as food for the creatures of the 

wilderness” (Psalm 74:12-14).   

 

d.  Christ also led His people out of Egypt in the pillar of cloud and fire.   

(i)  The angel of God, who was Christ, was in the pillar of cloud:  “The angel of God, 

who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and 

the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them” (14:19).   

(ii)  He did this to block Pharaoh’s army while Israel retreated through the Red Sea.   

(iii)  But after the church was safely on the other side, He moved aside to let them 

pass, so that He might overthrow them in the Red Sea.   

(iv)  The children of Israel were baptized into the cloud and into Moses – through the 

rain that fell on them in that crossing.   

(v)  But Pharaoh’s army was baptized with a baptism of judgment and was destroyed 

in God’s wrath.   

(vi)  Baptism, which represents the shed blood of Christ, has two effects:  1)  It 

brings salvation to you who trust in Him, but 2) it pronounces judgment on those 

who oppose Him.   

(vii)  Jesus Christ, the angel of God’s presence, not only redeemed His people from 

Egypt, He also destroyed His enemies, in the Exodus.   

 

e.  Finally, there was at least one more way the work of Christ was pictured in that 

redemption from Egypt, and that was in Moses himself.  Very briefly:   

(i)  Moses was a type of Christ.   

(a)  Satan tried to prevent his ministry by seeking to kill the male infants, as he 

did in the time of Christ.   

(b)  Moses was the mediator of the Old Covenant as Christ is of the New 

Covenant.   

(c)  Moses was endowed with the offices of prophet, priest and king in his work 

as mediator, as Christ also was in His work of mediation for His church.   

(d)  Moses led his people out of Egypt – out of bondage – even as Christ led His 

people out of their bondage to sin and Satan.   

(e)  Moses said the Lord would raise up a prophet like himself that the people 

would listen to:  that prophet was Christ (Acts 3:22-23).   

 

(ii)  Moses stands as a picture to God’s people of the One who truly was delivering 

them then and who would fulfill the actual redemption of His church in the future.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider how the Lord through this event was again doing something new to 

promote His work of redemption.   

1.  The Lord had never done anything like this before.   

a.  We read in Deuteronomy 4:32-34 the words of Moses, “Indeed, ask now concerning 

the former days which were before you, since the day that God created man on the 

earth, and inquire from one end of the heavens to the other.  Has anything been done 

like this great thing, or has anything been heard like it?  Has any people heard the 

voice of God speaking from the midst of the fire, as you have heard it, and survived?  
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Or has a god tried to go to take for himself a nation from within another nation by 

trials, by signs and wonders and by war and by a mighty hand and by an outstretched 

arm and by great terrors, as the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your 

eyes?”  

b.  This was a new work the Lord was doing.   

(i)  God had separated His people in the call to Abraham, but that wasn’t enough.   

(a)  This made them strangers and sojourners, and kept them from mixing with the 

people through marriage.   

(b)  But they still lived around them and were in danger of falling away into 

idolatry.   

 

(ii)  The Lord was now separating them as a nation from all the other nations, to have 

their own political and ecclesiastical state to keep them separate until Christ 

would come, to uphold His church, to give His Word, types and prophecies of 

Christ, that were necessary to prepare the way for His coming.   

(iii)  The Lord redeemed them from Egypt, from the world, that they might be a 

separate people, that He might prepare them for the coming of His Son, and 

ultimately for heaven.   

 

2.  Application:  In closing, let me apply this in two simple ways:   

a.  First, and most obvious, Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Redeemer, the only way to 

be reconciled with God.   

(i)  Salvation has always been through Him; from the beginning of man’s need, 

through the Old Testament period, to the day when the last saint is gathered in, all 

will have been saved by and through this Mediator and through no one else.   

(ii)  And so this passage challenges you again:  are you trusting in the Lord’s 

Messiah, the only One God has provided and will accept?   

(iii)  If you attempt to approach God in any other way, you will be rejected.   

(iv)  Make sure you are trusting in Him and in Him alone for your salvation.   

 

b.  And second, realize that if the Lord has redeemed you from the world that He 

intends for you to remain separate from the world.   

(i)  We don’t have the same situation as Israel had – a church state separate from the 

rest of the world.   

(ii)  But God’s will is still that you remain separate from the world:  “‘Therefore, 

come out from their midst and be separate,’ says the Lord.  ‘And do not touch 

what is unclean; and I will welcome you.  And I will be a father to you, and you 

shall be sons and daughters to Me,’ says the Lord Almighty” (2 Cor. 6:17-18).   

(iii)  You are not to have close fellowship with the world; you are not to intermarry 

with the world; you are not to imbibe the world’s ethics or way of doing things; 

you are to be separate, a holy people to the Lord.   

(iv)  Examine your life this morning and seek to be conformed to Christ.  Amen.   


