
”Redeemed with Precious Blood” 
(1 Peter 1:17-19) 

Introduction: What is the most precious thing in the world to you? Is it 
the children which the Lord in His mercy has blessed you with. Children are 
a gift from the Lord. THe psalmist says like olive plants around the table, 
or like arrows in the quiver of a mighty warrior, they are a welcome 
addition to any family. Is it the wife of your youth, or your husband? that 
godly companion which the Lord has given to you to be your comfort and 
encouragement throughout all of life? that fellow soldier in the Lord’s 
cause who continually provokes you to love and good works in the service of 
the Lord? Godly spouses are very precious gifts from the Lord. Is it your 
mother or your father who tenderly cared for you as you grew up and 
encouraged you and nurtured you in the ways of Christ, faithfully 
instructing you and disciplining you when you went astray? 
are also a priceless gift from the Lord. Or is there something which is 
still more precious? something that you value even more than these 
inestimable gifts? If you’re a Christian here this morning, isn’t the most 
precious thing in the world to you, the Lord Jesus Christ? Isn’t He more 
value to you than the closest of relations? Don’t you, in comparison with 
Him, hate even those most dear to you? Isn’t it true that there is nothing 
else in the world that you would rather have, or that you need besides Him? 
This is the kind of worthiness that Christ ought to have in your heart and 
in your life. There should not even be a close second. And as we would 
prepare to come to the Lord’s table this morning, I would ask you to 
meditate on the Son of God and allow your hearts to again be enraptured with 
His worthiness. Peter says to you this morning, 

Godly parents 

You ought to love and fear the Lord, for He redeemed you to Himself 

The Lord exhorts us this morning to an examination of our lives as 
we would prepare ourselves for the table. The table reminds us of the 
work of Christ in providing a way of salvation, but it also reminds us 
what the price of that redemption was: it cost precious blood, the life 
blood of no mere man, but of the God-man, the Lord Jesus Christ. And if 
you recognize that the blood which was shed for you was so valuable, it 
calls you to live according to that conviction. 

at a great cost, the priceless blood of Christ. 

I. The First Question that the Lord Asks You Is Whether God Is Your Father, 
That Is, Have You Been Adopted into His Family? Peter Writes, ”IF YOU 
ADDRESS AS FATHER THE ONE WHO IMPARTIALLY JUDGES ACCORDING TO EACH MAN’S 
WORK. ’j 
A. The Bibles Says that There Is a Sense in Which God Is the Father of 

All Men. 
1.  God created all men, and therefore He is the Father of all men. 
2. When Luke traces the genealogy of the Lord Jesus Christ, he does 

so back to Adam and ultimately to God. The last verse of it 
reads, ”THE SON OF ENOSH, THE SON OF SETH, THE SON OF ADAM, THE 
SON OF CoD” (3:38). 

3.  Paul seems to say this as well in his prayer in the book of 
Ephesians, ”FOR THIS REASON, I BOW MY KNEES BEFORE THE FATHER, 
FROM WHOM EVERY FAMILY IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH DERIVES ITS NAME” 
( 3 :  14-15). 

4. All men have God as their Father in this sense. 
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a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

B. But There Is Also That Special Sense in Which He Becomes the Father 
of All True Believers. 
1.  This is the greatest blessing which can be given to any 

creature, the blessing of adoption into the family of God. 
Adoption is that act by which one who was not a member of 
your household, who was not born from your flesh and blood, 
and who therefore has no right to any interest in your 
possessions, is given the full legal right of a son or a 
daughter to the inheritance. 
And when you embrace the Lord Jesus Christ by the grace of 
God, through faith, then you who were formally alienated 
from God, an enemy by birth, become adopted into His 
loving family and become His rightful heirs. 
It is not because of anything which you have done, but 
rather because of what Christ has done. Christ is the Son 
of God. He is the One who has perfectly kept God’s holy Law 
and earned the blessings of the inheritance for His people. 
When a person believes in Christ, he is in union with Him, 
and by virtue of that union, he falls heir to everything 
which is Christ’s. He becomes a child of God and a joint 
heir with Christ. John writes, ”BUT AS MANY AS RECEIVED 
HIM, TO THEM HE GAVE THE RIGHT TO BECOME CHILDREN OF GOD, 
EVEN TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIS NAME, WHO WERE BORN NOT OF 
BLOOD, NOR OF THE WILL OF THE FLESH, NOR OF THE WILL OF MAN, 
BUT OF CoD” (~ohn I: 12-13). 

2. Have you received the adoption as sons and daughters through 
faith in the only begotten Son of God? 
a. If so, then this passage is addressed to you. And you must 

give careful attention to what the Spirit of God will say to 
you this morning through His Word. 

b. But if you make no pretense to God as your Father, if you 
freely admit that you have no interest in the Son of God, 
then this is where you must begin. To know the Son of God 
as your personal Lord and Savior is to know life. But to 
refuse the Son is to refuse life, for Christ is life. You 
must first seek that you may know Him. 

c. But for those of you who know Christ, 

11. The Second Question He Asks You Is Whether You Realize and Fully 
Appreciate the Great Price He Paid to Redeem You. 

A .  Peter Says that You Were Not Redeemed with Things that Perish. 
1.  To be redeemed means to be bought back by God. 

a. But you may ask, why do I need to be bought? Doesn’t God 

b. Yes, God does already own you. You are His possession by 
already own me by virtue of the fact that He created me? 

right of Creation. But what has happened is that you have 
become indebted to His justice. 
(i) By Adam’s sin and all of your subsequent transgressions, 

you have become a slave to sin and a debtor to justice. 

WAY OF LIFE INHERITED FROM YOUR FOREFATHERS.” It was 
an empty and worthless life, the same way of life which 
your fathers passed down to you, if they were outside 
of Christ. And, by the way, this is a very good reason 

(ii) Peter calls your life outside of Christ ”YOUR FUTILE 
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why you should carefully scrutinize everything that you 
were taught as you grew up to see whether or not what 
you were taught is pleasing to God. 
But if God wants to possess you now as His own child, 
He must pay off your debt and redeem you from the 
market place of sin. 

(iii) 

2. But the price of your redemption is high, very high. 
a. The debt you owe to God’s justice is beyond what you could 

ever pay. It is infinitely great. 
b. When you sin against another man, you may be able to pay him 

back what you owe, or pay him for any damages. But the debt 
you owe to God is much greater. When you sin against Him 
and offend Him, you have committed an infinite offense which 
demands an infinite price because He is infinitely holy and 
worthy. 

c. The things of the world cannot pay back such a debt, not 
even those things which are considered to be the most 
valuable, such as silver and gold. If you could give a 
thousand worlds full of these things to God, they would 
amount to exactly nothing towards satisfying your debt. 

B. But If You Are Christ’s This Morning, He Has Made a Payment for You 
That Is More Than Equal to Your Debt. He Has Paid for Your Life, 
the Priceless Life of His Son. 
1.  There is no way to estimate the worth of Christ, because He is 

beyond valuing. 
a. He is the infinitely worthy Son of God who united Himself to 

a human nature. The worth of a man is limited, but the 
worth of God is beyond reach. 
gold as there are atoms in all creation, it would not 
approach His worth. God is infinitely precious. 

nature, the value of His person raised the worth of that man 
infini t el y high. 

c. He is the unblemished and spotless Lamb of God. There is no 
moral defect in Him. There is nothing but pure virtue, 
righteousness and holiness. 

d. The Father said of Him, ”THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I 
AM WELL-PLEASED” (Matt. 3: 17). He is the ”RADIANCE OF 
[God’s] GLORY AND THE EXACT REPRESENTATION OF HIS NATURE” 
(Heb. 1:3). There is nothing so precious and holy as God 
Himself. 

If you had as many pounds of 

b. And when Christ’s divine nature was united to His human 

2. It is this Son of His love that He gave for you to buy you back 
from your slavery to sin. The apostle tells us, ”FOR GOD SO 
LOVED THE WORLD, THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, THAT 
WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE ETERNAL 
LIFE” ( J o h n  3:16). And this is where the love of God so 
brightly shines. He gave His Son, His most precious and dearly 
Beloved, to redeem worthless, sin-ridden creatures such as we to 
Himself. 

III. And So Lastly, the Lord Asks You This Morning, Do You Know What Your 
Redemption Cost Him, and If You Claim to Have Been Bought by This 
Precious Blood, Does Your Life Show that Your Claim is True? 

A .  If You Have Been Adopted into the Family of God, and Have Come to 
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Appreciate the Infinite Price It Cost God, then Peter Says that You 
Will Live in a Particular Way. ”AND IF YOU ADDRESS AS FATHER THE 
ONE WHO IMPARTIALLY JUDGES ACCORDING TO EACH MAN’S WORK . . . 
KNOWING THAT YOU WERE NOT REDEEMED WITH PERISHABLE THINGS LIKE 
SILVER OR GOLD . . . BUT WITH PRECIOUS BLOOD . . . THE BLOOD OF 
CHRIST . . . CONDUCT YOURSELVES IN FEAR DURING THE TIME OF YOUR STAY 
ON EARTH. ” 
1.  You might say, ”Wait a minute! That isn’t the response that I 

was expecting Peter to give.” 
a. You probably thought that the Lord would call you to love 

b. That’s right, that is what He expects. But He also expects 
Him, or to obey Him. 

that you will fear Him, for if you do, then you will also do 
what He commands. 

c. The fear of the Lord leads to love, for if you fear Him you 
will respect His command to love Him. And likewise, the love 
of the Lord will lead you to fear Him, for love seeks to be 
obedient, and the Lord commands you to live in the fear of 
Him. 

2. But the Lord also tells you that you should fear Him for three 
more reasons. 
a. First, you should conduct yourself in fear because the One 

who gave this great price for your redemption is the Judge. 
(i) You should fear lest this precious blood be despised as 

something worthless in your sight, that you should 
tread it under foot by turning from righteousness into 
the path of sin. 

SINNING WILLFULLY AFTER RECEIVING THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
TRUTH, THERE NO LONGER REMAINS A SACRIFICE FOR SINS, BUT 
A CERTAIN TERRIFYING EXPECTATION OF JUDGMENT, AND THE 
FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES. 
ANYONE WHO HAS SET ASIDE THE LAW OF MOSES DIES WITHOUT 
MERCY ON THE TESTIMONY OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES. HOW 
MUCH SEVERER PUNISHMENT DO YOU THINK HE WILL DESERVE WHO 
HAS TRAMPLED UNDER FOOT THE SON OF GOD, AND HAS REGARDED 
AS UNCLEAN THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT BY WHICH HE WAS 
SANCTIFIED, AND HAS INSULTED THE SPIRIT OF GRACE? FOR WE 
KNOW HIM WHO SAID, ’VENGENCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY.’ AND 
AGAIN, ’THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE.’ IT IS A 
TERRIFYING THING TO FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE LIVING 

(ii) The author to the Hebrews writes, ”FOR IF WE GO ON 

mn’y (10: 26-31 ). 

b. Secondly, you should fear because He judges according to 
each man’s works. 
(i) You may lay claim to whatever you like in this world, 

but realize that even now, as well as on the day of 
judgment, every man’s works are open to His eyes. And 
actions speak louder than words. You may say what you 
want, but it is the reality of those words that is 
going to be tested. 
Paul says that God ”WILL RENDER TO EVERY MAN ACCORDING 
TO HIS DEEDS: TO THOSE WHO BY PERSEVERANCE IN DOING 

(ii) 

coon SEEK FOR GLORY AND HONOR AND IMMORTALITY, ETERNAL 
LIFE; BUT TO THOSE WHO ARE SELFISHLY AMBITIOUS AND no 
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3 .  

NOT OBEY THE TRUTH, BUT OBEY UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, WRATH ANn 
INDIGNATION” (Rom. 2: 6-8). 

SHALL SPEAU, THEY SHALL RENDER ACCOUNT FOR IT IN THE 
DAY OF JUDGMENT” (Matt . 12: 36). 

(iv) You should fear lest, in that day, your works do not 
support your claim to be a Christian, but demonstrate 
just the opposite. 

(iii) Jesus said that even ”EVERY CARELESS WORD THAT MEN 

c. And thirdly, you should fear because the Judge judges 
without partiality. He is no respecter of persons. 

(i) Are you someone with a high position in the world? 
It doesn’t matter to Him. He overthrows kings and 
their kingdoms with a word. 
Are you a member of the church, perhaps even a charter 
member? It doesn’t earn you any extra points in the 
eyes of the One who sees the hearts of all men. When 
Jesse brought out his son Eliab before Samuel to see if 
the Lord had chosen him to be king, Samuel thought to 
himself, ”’ SURELY THE LORD’S ANOINTED IS BEFORE HIM. ’ 
BUT THE LORD SAID TO SAMUEL, ’DO NOT LOOK AT HIS 
APPEARANCE OR AT THE HEIGHT OF HIS STATURE, BECAUSE I 
HAVE REJECTED HIM; FOR GOD SEES NOT AS MAN SEES, FOR 
MAN LOOKS AT THE OUTWARD APPEARANCE, BUT THE LORD LOOKS 
AT THE HEART” ( 1  Samuel 16:6-7) .  If He looks at you 
and sees that you have no interest in Him, whatever you 
think that you do have, will be taken from you, and you 
will be cast out. 
Whatever clout you think you may have in this world is 
nothing in the eyes of God. God looks to see if you 
have a love and respect for Him, He does not care what 
you have provided for yourself in this life. God will 
not be partial in that day, and so you should fear lest 
you are resting on your reputation in this life rather 
than on the love of God which is freely offered to you 
in Christ Jesus. 

(ii) 

(iii) 

But the Lord assures us that if you know and love Him this 
morning through Christ, you will fear Him and you will do these 
things instinctively. 
a. You will know that you did not deserve anything but wrath 

from His hand. 
b. You will realize the terrible inequity that the Son of God 

should die in your place. 
c. And realizing that God loved you so much as to pay so great 

a price for your redemption, you will not scoff at anything 
that He requires of you, but humbly submit and bow in 
reverence, offering to Him the full willingness of your 
heart. His love and the worthiness of Christ your Lord will 
capture your heart and constrain you to do His whole will. 

d. People of God, as you come to the Lord’s table this morning, 
gaze intently at the tremendous price which God paid to 
redeem you. If Christ was willing to give His own precious 
life to pay for your debt, shouldn’t you give your heart, 
your life, your all to Him. This is what the Lord calls you 
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to this morning through the sacrament. If you value the 
precious blood of Christ, let it constrain you now to seek 
nothing less than whole-hearted commitment to all of His 
revealed will, not only the keeping far from sin, but also 
the bearing of the fruits of righteousness, the good works 
of the saints, with perseverance. Let us pray as we prepare 
to come to the Table. 


