
“Read the Word” 

(2 Timothy 3:14-17) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we broke ground on walking with God alone.   

a.  There’s only two situations we can find ourselves in life.   

(i)  We will either be with others.   

(ii)  Or we will be by ourselves.   

 

b.  Each of these situations has its particular advantages and disadvantages.   

(i)  We’re going to look at one of the advantages to being alone this evening.   

(ii)  Last week, we considered the major disadvantage.   

 

2.  We need to be careful when we’re alone, because it’s a time when we’re 

particularly vulnerable.   

a.  It’s the time Satan likes to take advantage of, as we saw in Joseph’s, David’s, 

and even our Savior’s life.   

(i)  Of course, Jesus overcame his temptation, as He did every temptation.   

(ii)  Joseph, by God’s grace, did as well.   

(iii)  But David fell, and the consequences were severe for both him and his 

house.   

(iv)  When we’re alone, the common grace restraints society provides are 

gone, and Satan will tempt us to sin.   

 

b.  And so it’s particularly important that we purpose to walk with God when 

we’re alone.   

(i)  We need to make sure we’re always moving forward in the right 

direction, that we always have something useful that we’re doing.   

(ii)  On the flip side, we need to avoid being idle – those situations where we 

have time and energy, but no purpose.   

(iii)  If we don’t have some good use for our time, Satan will tempt us to do 

something bad.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  What are some of the useful things we can do when we’re alone and not 

otherwise engaged (in work, either that of our calling or some other work)?   

a.  Here’s where we begin to see some of the advantage to being alone.   

b.  One very profitable thing we can do with our time is read the Bible – to allow 

God to speak to our hearts.   

 

2.  This evening, we’ll look at two things:   

a.  Why we should read the Bible.   
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b.  And how we should read it to bring God the most glory and ourselves the 

most profit.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, why should we read the Bible?   

1.  We could ask what better way is there to spend time alone than in the Scriptures 

(unless it’s in prayer).   

a.  If we love the Lord, we will want to spend time with Him.   

b.  If we love Him, we will want to hear His voice.   

c.  He speaks to us most clearly and directly in Scripture.   

d.  And so if we would hear the voice of the One we love, we must read it.   

 

2.  But if our graces are low, and we don’t feel like reading it, we also have duty to 

compel us to read it.   

a.  All of us are commanded to read the Bible.   

b.  We are commanded to want to read it, “Therefore, putting aside all malice 

and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babies, 

long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to 

salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord” (1 Peter 2:1-3).   

c.  We are exhorted to study it:   

(i)  By way of command, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as 

a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the 

word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).   

(ii)  And by way of example, “Now these were more noble-minded than those 

in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, 

examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so” (Acts 

17:11).   

(iii)  This isn’t just the work of the minister, but of every Christian.   

 

3.  We should also read because it’s the means through which the Spirit both 

converts and sanctifies us.   

a.  There are those situation where the Spirit converts and sanctifies without the 

Word, such as in elect infants dying in infancy or in those elect who don’t 

and never will have an adequate use of their minds.   

b.  But in every other case, He will not work apart from the Word.   

(i)  When Dives (the rich man) pled with Abraham from hell that he send 

Lazarus to warn his brothers so they would not come to that place of 

torment, Abraham replied, “‘'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them 

hear them.’  But he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to 

them from the dead, they will repent!’  But he said to him, ‘If they do not 

listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if 

someone rises from the dead’” (Luke 16:29-31).   

(a)  Miracles don’t convert people.  The Spirit of God didn’t use them for 

that purpose even when He did work them.   

(b)  He uses the Word – if we don’t read it and listen to it, we won’t be 

converted or conformed to the image of Christ.   



3 

 

(ii)  More specifically, He uses the Gospel, both read and especially preached 

to convert, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 

for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 

Greek” (Rom. 1:16).   

(iii)  He uses His truth to sanctify:  “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is 

truth” (John 17:17).   

(iv)  This is how Christ is preparing His bride, “Christ . . . loved the church 

and gave Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having 

cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present 

to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any 

such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless” (Eph. 5:25-27).   

(v)  The Word is the means the Spirit uses to convert and sanctify.   

 

4.  We must read the Bible if we are to be safe.   

a.  The Roman church believed that the average person reading the Scriptures 

would destroy themselves.   

b.  But it’s those who don’t read it that will.   

(i)  The more you read it, the more easily you will recognize God’s voice and 

avoid man’ voice, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits 

to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone 

out into the world” (1 John 4:1).   

(ii)  The more you read it, the better you’ll be prepared to hear it preached 

and taught and the more easily you’ll remember it.   

(iii)  Far from destroying ourselves by reading it, we will if we don’t read it.   

 

B.  But simply reading the Bible isn’t enough.  How should we read it to bring God 

the most glory and ourselves the most profit?   

1.  We must approach Scripture differently than other books:  To do this, we need 

to step back a bit and consider what it really is:   

a.  We need to consider first that it is the Word of God – the only book that 

shares His spiritual perfections.   

(i)  There is no other book that comes with His authority, that shares in His 

holiness, that is His absolute truth and contains His perfect wisdom.   

(ii)  The psalmist writes, “The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; 

the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.  The precepts 

of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the 

LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.  The fear of the LORD is clean, 

enduring forever; the judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous 

altogether.  They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.  Moreover, 

by them Your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward” 

(Ps. 19:7-11).   

 

b.  There is no other book that is able to save your soul.   
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(i)  “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, 

so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we 

might have hope” (Rom. 15:4).   

(ii)  “Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of 

wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save 

your souls” (James 1:21).   

 

c.  It’s not only able to reveal what’s in your heart and show you your sins, but it 

can show you the cure for your sin in Christ:  “For the word of God is living 

and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the 

division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the 

thoughts and intentions of the heart.  And there is no creature hidden from 

His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom 

we have to do” (Heb. 4:12-13).   

d.  It can show you how to achieve perfect happiness – not only salvation from 

your sin and its consequences in hell, but how finally to arrive in heaven, 

“Ho!  Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no 

money come, buy and eat.  Come, buy wine and milk without money and 

without cost.  Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your 

wages for what does not satisfy?  Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is 

good, and delight yourself in abundance.  Incline your ear and come to Me.  

Listen, that you may live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 

according to the faithful mercies shown to David” (Isa. 55:1-3).   

e.  The Spirit uses the Word to prepare you to receive the grace of God and to 

bring you to new birth, “For you have been born again not of seed which is 

perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of 

God” (1 Pet. 1:23).   

f.  As we saw this morning, it’s the milk that will help you grow when you’re a 

babe in Christ and the meat to feed you when you’re mature (1 Pet. 2:2; Heb. 

5:13, 14).   

g.  It is the only spiritual medicine the Lord has given to heal you (2 Tim. 1:13) 

and to free you from sin:  It’s through the Word that Christ gives spiritual 

sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, speech to the dumb, strength to the 

weak, health to the sick, and life to the dead.   

h.  It’s the record of the promises Jesus has sealed with His own blood (Heb. 

9:15-18), not the least of which is freedom from the power of sin (Rom. 6:14-

22).   

i.  It’s able to show us how we should live and how to please the God who made 

us and saved us (Psalm 119:105).   

k.  It alone can show us whether or not we have eternal life, “These things I have 

written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may 

know that you have eternal life” (1 John 5:13).   

l.  It’s able to build us up and give us an inheritance among those who are 

sanctified (Acts 20:32).   

m.  It not only shows us the path of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, but it 

is able to equip us to do what God commands (2 Tim. 3:15-17).   
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n.  It is the source book of everything that we enjoy in those books that we’ll 

look at next week that are able to build us up in Christ.   

o.  Whenever then we hear it preached or whenever we read it, we must not look 

at it or receive it as the word of any man, but for what it really is, the Word of 

God (1 Thes. 2:13).   

 

2.  Second, to glorify God and to receive the greatest benefit, before we read the 

Bible, we need to pray as the psalmist, “Open my eyes, that I may behold 

wonderful things from Your law” (Psalm 119:18).   

a.  We need to pray that the Lord would spiritually enlighten our minds 

(illuminate).   

b.  We need to pray that He would feed our souls and strengthen our hearts by 

His grace (the Bible is a means of grace when we receive the Word by faith).   

c.  The Word is spiritual and so cannot be discerned except by those who are 

spiritual.   

(i)  To the unregenerate, it is a sealed book.   

(a)  They can understand what the words mean, but they will never see the 

glory it reflects.   

(b)  Just as a blind man will never be able to understand color and a deaf 

man music, so an unbeliever, one who doesn’t have the Spirit of God 

working savingly in his heart, will never be able fully to appreciate its 

truth or see its glory (1 Cor. 2:10, 11).   

 

(ii)  To have it opened to our hearts and minds, we need the work of the 

Spirit, and so we must pray for His help.   

 

3.  Third, we must hungry and thirst for God’s Word when we read it.   

a.  We must desire to learn.  We must desire to grow in grace through it, “Like 

newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may 

grow in respect to salvation” (1 Pet. 2:2).   

b.  We must come with a reverent, humble and teachable heart (Luke 8:15).   

c.  We must come in faith, believing everything we read, trembling at every 

threat and judgment against sinners, rejoicing in the promises that God makes 

to us, purposing to obey every command.   

d.  If this is the way you approach the Bible, you will be blessed in your reading 

(Rev. 1:3) and in your work (James 1:25).  Not only will it protect you from 

Satan’s attacks, but it will greatly deepen your communion with God.   

e.  Let’s all be encouraged by these things to read the Bible.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


