
“Put the Lord’s Kingdom First” 

(Matthew 6:33) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

 

As we begin a new year,  

 

Let’s review a very basic, but important spiritual principle  

 

That we’re all familiar with, but can easily lose sight of –  

 

One that is so important to our Lord,  

 

That He repeats it many times  

 

And in many ways throughout His Word –  

 

The way He’s planned  

 

To do His work in this world,  

 

And at the same time,  

 

Build us up,  

 

Bless our lives here,  

 

And give us the opportunity  

 

To store up treasures in heaven –  

 

It’s the reason He saved us,  

 

And it’s the result of His having saved us:   

 

And that is,  

 

That we put His kingdom first –  

 

That we make His concerns the priority of our lives,  

 

That we put His purpose at the center of everything we do –  

 

That we make it the reason behind all our choices.   
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II.  Sermon.   

 

A.  As I said, this principle is repeated throughout the Bible.   

 

It’s what the Lord calls us to in Matthew 16:24-25, “Then Jesus said to His 

disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take 

up his cross and follow Me.  For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but 

whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”   

 

There are things He calls us to give up  

 

So that we can follow Him:   

 

Such as putting ourselves and our concerns first,  

 

So that we may put Him and His concerns first.   

 

And notice He doesn’t call us to do this for nothing:   

 

He promises He will more than make up for the loss:   

 

He says, “Whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.” 

 

 

This is what He has in mind  

 

When He says through Paul  

 

In Romans 6:12-13, “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you 

obey its lusts, and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as 

instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive 

from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.”   

 

When we came to Christ, we died –  

 

Not physically,  

 

But to our old way of life:   

 

The old us was crucified with Him on the cross –  

 

We were laid with Him in the tomb –  

 

But when He was raised,  



3 

 

A new us was raised with Him –  

 

We are new creatures,  

 

And as new creatures  

 

We are to live a new kind of life –  

 

We are not to be like the people of this world:   

 

Living for the here and now,  

 

For the things that have only to do with this life –  

 

For money, position, fame –  

 

We are no longer to please ourselves –  

 

We are to please Him.   

 

We have died with Him,  

 

And so we must die to ourselves.   

 

We can’t serve two masters;  

 

We can’t serve God and wealth (Matt. 6:24).   

 

 

He’s not telling us  

 

That we can’t have anything in this world –  

 

That we shouldn’t work to take care of our needs,  

 

That we should refuse position and honor  

 

If He grants it in His providence for His purposes,  

 

That we can’t love and enjoy those who are close to us,  

 

Or that we can’t have any fun –  

 

We just need to make sure  
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That we seek these things in the proper way,  

 

That we keep them in their proper place,  

 

And that we don’t let them steal our hearts  

 

And keep us from doing what He calls us to do.   

 

 

Jesus also tells us in our passage not to worry  

 

About what this kind of life will cost us –  

 

We will have to give up something  

 

Of the wealth and pleasures the world has to offer,  

 

But what we will gain is far more valuable.   

 

 

Our Lord’s people have always been faced with this choice –  

 

But they always make the right choice:   

 

Just think about Moses.   

 

The author to the Hebrews writes, “By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused 

to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-

treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 

considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for 

he was looking to the reward” (Heb. 11:24-26).   

 

Moses could have had the best the world had to offer;  

 

But he chose instead to put God’s kingdom first,  

 

And to suffer for that kingdom;  

 

Because he was looking to the blessing  

 

The Lord would give.   

 

 

Jesus says if we put Him first –  

 

Seek Him first,  
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Make the wellbeing of His kingdom our priority –  

 

He will not only give us what we need here,  

 

And work everything together for our good here,  

 

But He will also richly reward us in heaven  

 

For the sacrifices we make here.   

 

 

The One who made us,  

 

And loves us,  

 

And gave His life to save us,  

 

Also promises to take care of us,  

 

If we will put Him first.   

 

 

B.  So how do we put Him and His kingdom first?   

 

1.  If you don’t know Him this morning,  

 

Jesus says to you  

 

That you must first come to Him.   

 

He says to you, “Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness.”   

 

 

You need to stop seeking the things of the world,  

 

And begin to seek Him.   

 

You need to do this because  

 

This is what He calls you to do,  

 

Because it’s right,  

 

And because it’s for your wellbeing.   

 



6 

 

What good will it be for you  

 

To spend your whole life  

 

Pursuing things you won’t be able to keep?   

 

You know that whatever you have –  

 

Whatever you gain from this world –  

 

That one day, you’ll have to let it go.   

 

 

Maybe you think,  

 

It would be better to have them and enjoy them,  

 

Than not to have had them at all.   

 

That would be true,  

 

If there was nothing at the end of the road –  

 

Of course, if there was nothing,  

 

You wouldn’t remember  

 

Whether you had them or not,  

 

Because you would no longer exist.   

 

If you no longer existed,  

 

Then it wouldn’t matter that you ever had them.   

 

 

But the problem for you is:   

 

There is something at the end of the road.   

 

God says in His Word, “It is appointed for men to die once, and after this comes 

judgment” (Heb. 9:27).   

 

He says, “So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God” (Rom. 

14:11).   
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One day you must stand before Jesus.   

 

He will examine what you’ve done –  

 

Even every work that you’ve said –  

 

And repay you accordingly.   

 

Jesus said to the religious leaders of His day, “But I tell you that every careless 

word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of 

judgment” (Matt. 12:36).   

 

 

Now you might think that if you are judged –  

 

If this is really true –  

 

That your good works will outweigh your bad,  

 

And that God will receive you into heaven.   

 

But He says you don’t have any good works.   

 

Paul writes, “There is none who does good, there is not even one” (Rom. 3:12).   

 

When Paul looked back over his life  

 

As one of the religious leaders  

 

We just saw Jesus speaking to,  

 

He realized he didn’t have any good works.   

 

He says in Philippians 3:7-8, “But whatever things were gain to me, those things 

I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  More than that, I count all 

things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but 

rubbish so that I may gain Christ.”   

 

He knew what Isaiah wrote was true in 64:6, “For all of us have become like one 

who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; and all 

of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.”   

 

 

Since these things are true,  
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It does matter what you do with your life:   

 

It does matter whether you spend it  

 

Seeking the world and your own pleasure  

 

Or seeking God and what pleases Him.   

 

Jesus says, “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits 

his soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  For the Son of 

Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and WILL 

THEN REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS” (Matt. 

16:26-27).   

 

 

The Lord says to you:   

 

“Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness.”   

 

Even if you gained everything the world has to give,  

 

You’d only have it for a few moments –  

 

Is that worth your soul?   

 

It is worth an eternity of suffering for your sins?   

 

 

Jesus says to you this morning  

 

That He will wash you from your sins,  

 

If you will only come to Him.   

 

He says again through Isaiah, “‘Come now, and let us reason together,’ says the 

LORD, ‘Though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow; 

though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool” (1:18).   

 

He says further  

 

That if you come to Him,  

 

He will give you His perfect righteousness.   

 

When Paul saw that the Lord was willing to do this for him,  
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He gave up everything he was seeking before,  

 

And received everything Jesus had to give instead.   

 

He says, “More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing 

value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of 

all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be 

found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, 

but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from 

God on the basis of faith” (Phil. 3:8-9).   

 

 

If you don’t know Him this morning,  

 

This is where you need to begin:   

 

Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness  

 

By looking to Jesus and trusting Him to save you –  

 

And He will save you:   

 

He will bring you to heaven.   

 

  

2.  But what about those of us  

 

Who have trusted Jesus?   

 

Jesus was speaking here to His disciples –  

 

To those who believed and trusted Him.   

 

How are we to deny ourselves?   

 

How are we to live as the new creatures we are in Christ?   

 

How are we to seek first His kingdom and righteousness?   

 

 

First, we need to make sure  

 

That we always choose the things  

 

That the Lord tells us are good –  
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That we live according to His Word,  

 

According to His blueprint for our lives.   

 

The Lord spells out in great detail  

 

What He wants us to do –  

 

How He wants us to conduct ourselves  

 

In this world for His glory.   

 

Paul writes to Timothy,  

 

“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be 

adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).   

 

Notice, he says “all Scripture.”   

 

That includes the Old Testament  

 

As well as the New.   

 

We need to follow His Word.   

 

 

When we turn from His plan,  

 

And do what we want instead,  

 

We again put ourselves first –  

 

As we did when we were outside of Christ –  

 

We’re setting our minds on our own interests  

 

Rather than His –  

 

We’re not doing what Jesus would do:   

 

Paul writes, “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of 

mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely 

look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:3-5).   
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Jesus always chose what pleased His Father –  

 

He calls us to do the same.   

  

 

Second, when we have a choice  

 

Between several things that may be good in themselves,  

 

We should choose what will bring the most honor to the Lord.   

 

Paul reminded Titus that Jesus “gave Himself for us to redeem us from every 

lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, 

zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:14).   

 

We should be seeking maximum profit  

 

From the talents He’s entrusted to us.   

 

 

John Calvin wanted to live the quiet life of a scholar –  

 

And he undoubtedly would have been a blessing to many  

 

If he had carried out his plan –  

 

But when William Farel saw  

 

That Calvin had a greater potential to do good  

 

As the leader of the Reformation in Geneva,  

 

He challenged him to stay.   

 

Calvin realized that if he selfishly pursued the life he wanted,  

 

Instead of giving himself to minister to the greater needs before him,  

 

That he would offend God –  

 

And so he stayed,  

 

And the rest is history.   
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John Wesley once said to his fellow workers,  

 

“You have nothing to do but to save souls.  Therefore spend and be spent in this 

work.  And go not only to those that need you, but to those that need you 

most.  It is not your business to preach so many times, and to take care of this 

or that society; but to save as many souls as you can; to bring as many sinners 

as you possibly can to repentance.”   

 

 

The Lord wants us to do the best we can  

 

With the time, gifts and opportunities He’s given us –  

 

To be as useful as possible.   

 

 

Third, we should choose what is most honoring to Him,  

 

Even if it means we must face the greatest hardship.   

 

Moses gave up the wealth of Egypt  

 

To suffer with God’s people (Heb. 11:24-26).   

 

Paul had to endure many things in his service to Jesus (2 Cor. 11:23-33).   

 

The disciples were often absent from their homes  

 

And had to go without the comfort of loved ones.   

 

John Calvin suffered a great deal  

 

When he answered God’s call  

 

To become a leader of the Reformation.    

 

Serving the Lord is never easy –  

 

Remember the toll it took  

 

On those we considered in the Reformation Series:   

 

On John Knox, John Bunyan, John Newton,  

 

Charles Spurgeon, and Eric Liddell.   
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But this is the price we must be willing to pay  

 

If we would seek first His kingdom and righteousness.   

 

 

But don’t forget as well  

 

That none of these we’ve just considered  

 

Would have gone any other way:   

 

Putting the kingdom first is hard,  

 

But it is the path in which  

 

The Lord gives His greatest blessings.   

 

The Lord may demand much,  

 

But He blesses much more,  

 

And so it is more than worth it.   

 

 

May the Lord then encourage each of us  

 

To put His kingdom first:   

 

To choose what honors Him;  

 

To choose what honors Him the most;  

 

And to do so no matter how difficult it may be  

 

Or how much we must deny ourselves.   

 

That’s what our Lord did to bring us to Himself.   

 

May He give us the grace we need to follow His example.  Amen.   
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