
English Reformation 
(Protestant Reformation under Edward VI) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  There were several contributors to the Reformation in England.   
a.  Lollards.   

(i)  Lay-preachers.   
(ii)  Organized and sent by John Wycliffe.   
(iii)  Armed with Wycliffe’s translation of the Bible from the Vulgate.   
(iv)  Reformation spread most quickly where Wycliffe had the strongest 

following.   
 

b.  Humanists.   
(i)  Oxford Reformers:  i.e., John Colet.   
(ii)  Read Erasmus’ Greek NT and began to explain it to the people.   
(iii)  Critical of the Roman Church, desired reform.   
 

c.  Biblical Reformers.   
(i)  William Tyndale (ca. 1494-1536):  translated the NT from Erasmus’ 

Greek and portions of OT.   
(ii)  Miles Coverdale (ca. 1488-1568):  in 1535, he published the first 

complete printed English translation of the OT.   
(iii)  Luther (1483-1546):  attracted men such as Tyndale and Cranmer, and 

as we’ll see tonight, Bucer, through his writings.   
(iv)  Thomas Bilney (ca. 1495-1531), who had been converted through the 

reading of Erasmus’ Greek New Testament in 1516, began to preach 
Protestant messages, and influenced other young Cambridge men to think 
alone the same lines as himself.   

 
2.  The direct cause of the Reformation in England was Henry VIII’s desire for a 

male heir.   
a.  Background.   

(i)  England had come through 100 Years War with France (mid 14-15th 
Centuries).   

(ii)  Then the Civil War of the Roses (second half of 15th Century).   
(iii)  Henry VII marries princess of York, bringing peace and beginning 

Tudor dynasty.  He seeks stability.   
(iv)  Henry VIII wanted the same, so strongly desired a male heir to prevent 

further civil war.   
 

b.  However, Catherine cannot provide him with one:  The King’s Great Matter.   
(i)  She bore a daughter, Mary, but all her other children died.   
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(ii)  In order to obtain a divorce, Henry turned to Rome, but Charles V 
prevented this by invading Rome and capturing pope Clement VII.   

(iii)  He finally obtained a divorce from Catherine, but to keep her from 
appealing to Rome, had Parliament pass the Act of Supremacy, 
repudiating papal jurisdiction in England and making him the head of the 
English church.   

(iv)  He then married Anne Boleyn, who bore him Elizabeth, but no son.  She 
was later tried and convicted of adultery and beheaded.   

(v)  After her, he married Jane Seymour, who bore him a son, Edward, but 
then she died 12 days later.   

(vi)  He then married Anne of Cleves (which set the Reformation back and 
ends in the execution of Thomas Cromwell); the marriage was annulled 6 
months later; then Catherine Howard, who was beheaded for adultery; 
and finally Catherine Parr, who as a sincere Protestant, influenced 
Henry’s children for good.  She was blessed to outlive Henry.   

 
3. Henry succeeded in separating England from Roman authority and in filling 

church appointments with staunch Protestants, such as Cranmer.  But little was 
done to reform the doctrine of the English Church.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we want to see how the Reformation advanced under Edward VI.   
2.  This time it will be more of a doctrinal than a political Reformation.   
 

II.  The Reformation under Edward VI.   
A.  Edward comes to the throne.   

1.  In 1547, Edward VI came to the throne at 9 years of age, upon the death of 
Henry VIII.   
a.  Henry intended that a council would govern until Edward was of age so that 

no one would threaten the king’s authority.   
b.  Henry’s plan didn’t work out, however, and Edward Seymour, the Duke of 

Somerset, the brother of Jane Seymour, Edward’s uncle, became the Lord 
Protector of England.   

 
2.  “Throughout the reign of Henry VIII sentiment in favor of the Reformation had 

been steadily growing in England.  The regent Somerset and his new 
government leaned toward the Reformation.  So during the brief reign of 
Edward VI the Reformation made considerable progress in England.  No further 
changes were made in the form of government of the Church of England, but 
changes were made in its doctrine and form of worship” (Kuiper, 225).   
 

B.  There were immediate changes.   
1.  Parliament acts.   

a.  “Almost at once, in 1547, Parliament passed a law which provided that all 
communicants should be allowed to partake of the wine as well as of the 
bread” (Kuiper, 225).   
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b.  Parliament also repealed treason and heresy laws and the Six Articles.  They 
“ordered the dissolution of the chantries, which were endowed chapels for the 
saying of masses for the soul of the one who made the endowment” (Cairnes, 
331).   

c.  “Early the next year it was decreed that images should be removed from the 
churches.  A year later celibacy of the clergy was done away with, and 
marriage for priests and the higher clergy was declared lawful” (Kuiper, 225).   

d.  Cranmer must certainly have been relieved by these changes.   
(i)  We saw last week how celibacy was not his personal conviction.  Even 

while in Henry’s employ, Cranmer had secretly married.   
(ii)  There is a story about Cranmer that goes as follows:  “Thomas Cranmer, 

Archbishop of Canterbury under Henry VIII, concealed his second 
marriage for seventeen years.  The lengths to which he went were noted by 
his contemporary, Nicholas Harpsfield, according to whom Cranmer ‘kept 
his woman very close, and sometime[s] carried her about with him in a 
great chest full of holes, that his pretty nobsey might take breath at . . .’” 
(Anecdotage.com).   

(iii) “According to Robert Parsons's Treatise of Three Conversions of 
England (1603), Cranmer's ruse was eventually discovered:   ‘Soone after 
his being Archbishopp though he were a Priest, and had made a vow of 
chastity, yet got he a woman and carryed her about with him in a chest, 
when he had occasion to remove.  Whereof ensued a strange chance at one 
tyme.  For that carryinge downe his said chest among other of his 
furniture, when he went from London to Canterbury:  yt happened, that at 
Graves-End (where the Bishop lay one night) his chests were brought a 
land, & put in a gallery.  And this amonge other being much recomended 
to the shipmen, (as conteyning pretious stuffe belonging to my Lords 
grace) they severed yt from the rest, and putt yt up endlonge against the 
wall in my Lords chamber, with the womans head downeward, which 
putting her in ieopardy to breake her necke, she was forced at length to cry 
out.  And so the chamberlyns perceaving the error, tooke her forth slowly 
disfigured, and as good as halfe dead.  This is a most certayne story."]  
(Anecdotage.com).   

(iv)  Somerset encouraged rapid change in the Church of England in a 
Protestant direction.   

 
2.  A new Prayer Book.   

a.  Under Edward, a new Prayer Book was developed, approved by the King and 
Parliament in 1549.  It is known as the First Prayer Book of Edward VI.   

b.  There had been earlier attempts at creating a Prayer Book in English.  The 
first was called the Exhortation and Litany.  Published in 1544 while Henry 
was still living, it was the first officially authorized liturgy in English 
(Wikipedia).   

c.  Edward’s new Prayer Book was no mere translation of an earlier edition.  It 
contained a conscious movement towards Protestant belief:  there was a 
drastic reduction in the place given to saints, and it bore the marks of being 
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influenced greatly by Martin Luther’s Litany and Coverdale’s New 
Testament.   

d.  “This Prayer Book substituted the use of the English language in the service 
of the Episcopal Church for the Latin used in the Roman Church.  
Fundamentally it is still today the Prayer Book of the Church of England” 
(Kuiper, 225).   

e.  Cairnes writes, “The book emphasized the use of English in the services, the 
reading of the Bible, and the participation of the congregation in worship” 
(331).   

f.  The Act of Uniformity, passed by Parliament in 1549, made the use of this 
Book of Common Prayer obligatory (Kuiper, 225).   

 
C.  Further changes.   

1.  Cranmer moved slowly in bringing about reform.   
a.  There were no great further changes to the Prayer Book.  But when Cranmer 

learned that an old Roman Catholic Bishop could use the new Prayer Book, 
he wanted to change it.   

b.  Kuiper writes, “The First Prayer Book of Edward VI did not satisfy anyone.  
Those who continued to cling to Catholicism did not like the changes that had 
been made.  For those who wanted a Reformation the changes did not go far 
enough” (225).   

c.  It certainly contained distinctively Protestant elements.  For one, the service 
was written in English.  For another, there was a clear statement of the one 
sacrifice of Christ offered for sins.   

d.  But more needed to be done.   
 

2.  Changes in government.   
a.  In 1550, another strongman stepped in:  John Dudley, the Duke of 

Northumberland.   
b.  “Henry had appointed sixteen regents to govern the kingdom during his son's 

minority, John Dudley being amongst them, but Edward's uncle the Duke of 
Somerset had disregarded this fact and elected himself sole Protector just 
before the coronation. That year Dudley sought and was duly granted the 
right to bear the arms of the Earls of Warwick, with the distinctive badge of 
the Bear and the Ragged Staff.   

c.  “By the end of 1549 most of the King’s Council (including Thomas Cranmer, 
Arundel, Paulet, and William Cecil) was united behind Dudley, a man with 
the ambition, will and determination to lead the Council in ousting Somerset. 
Dudley took the initiative in this, leading the Palace rebellion against 
Somerset in 1549, Somerset's subsequent imprisonment and eventual 
execution in 1552, and in the light of these facts history has been unforgiving. 

d.  “Unlike Somerset, whom he had outmanoeuvred, Dudley did not take the 
title of Lord Protector, and encouraged Edward VI to proclaim his majority 
and formally become king.  Nonetheless, Northumberland effectively ruled 
the country by holding two offices:  Lord President of the Council and Great 
Steward of the King's Household.  Dudley obtained such an influence over 
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Edward that the King was ready to make it appear that Dudley's ideas were 
actually his own.  Whether or not it was justified, Dudley acquired a bad 
reputation, becoming known as a ‘tyrant’, sometimes referred to as the 
merciless ‘bear of Warwick’.   

e.  “Dudley was given the title of Duke of Northumberland in 1551” 
(Wikipedia).   

f.  Dudley definitely had stronger Protestant convictions.  During his 
protectorate, England became a place of refuge from the Augsburg interim, 
which was a temporary agreement between German Catholics and Protestants 
in the Holy Roman Empire.  It was approved in 1548 at the Diet of Augsburg 
at the demand of Emperor Charles V, who wanted peace in order to procure a 
supply of troops in order to defend ongoing wars with the French and the 
Turks (Wikipedia).   

 
D.  Reformers come to England.   

1.  In 1547, Peter Martyr Vermigli (1499-1562) arrived in England.   
a.  He was perhaps the sixth greatest Reformer, after Calvin, Luther, Knox, 

Bucer and Zwingli.   
b.  Born at Florence on September 8, 1499.  Took the name of Peter Martyr 

when ordained into the Augustinian order.  He was educated in that order at 
Fiesole, then was transferred in 1519 to the convent of St. John of Verdara 
near Padua, where he graduated Doctor of Divinity about 1527.  From that 
year, he was employed as a public preacher at Brescia, Pisa, Venice and 
Rome.  In his time off, he mastered Greek and Hebrew.  In 1530, he was 
elected abbot of the Augustinian monastery at Spoleto, and in 1533 prior of 
the convent of St. Peter ad Aram at Naples (Wikipedia).   

c.  About this time, through the influence of Juan de Valdes (Spanish 
Theologian and translator), he read Martin Bucer’s commentaries on the 
Gospels and Psalms, and Zwingli’s Concerning True and False Religion.  
These, combined with his Biblical studies, began to affect his views.   

d.  He was accused of teaching error and was prohibited from preaching by the 
Spanish viceroy of Naples.  He appealed to Rome and the prohibition was 
removed.  However, in 1541, when he was transferred to Lucca, he again fell 
under suspicion.  When summoned to appear before a chapter of his order at 
Genoa, he fled in 1542 to Pisa, and then to Bernardo Ochino (another Italian 
reformer) at Florence.  Both were forced to flee – Ochino escaped to Geneva, 
and Vermigli to Zurich, then to Basel, and finally to Strasbourg, where, with 
Bucer’s support, he was appointed professor of theology and married his first 
wife, Catherine Dammartin of Metz.   

e.  Both Vermigli and Ochino were invited to England by Thomas Cranmer in 
1547.  In 1548, Vermigli was appointed regius professor of divinity at 
Oxford, succeeding the notorious D. Richard Smith (a Catholic who will later 
take a prominent part in the proceedings against Cranmer, Latimer and 
Ridley).  In 1549 he took part in a great dispute on the Eucharist, rejecting 
Luther’s view of consubstantiation and adopting the Real Presence view held 
by the majority of Reformers.  Vermigli profoundly affected the views of 
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Cranmer and Ridley, and they had a great deal of influence on the 
modifications of the Book of Common Prayer in 1552.   

f.  When Mary I of England came to the throne, “Vermigli was permitted to 
return to Strasbourg, where, after some opposition raised on the ground that 
he had abandoned Lutheran doctrine, he was reappointed professor of 
theology.  He befriended a number of English exiles, but had himself in 1556 
to accept an offer of the chair of Hebrew at Zürich owing to his increased 
alienation from Lutheranism.  He was invited to Geneva in 1557, and to 
England again in 1561, but declined both invitations, maintaining, however, a 
constant correspondence with Bishop John Jewel and other English prelates 
and reformers until his death at Zürich on November 12 1562” (Wikipedia).   

g.  “His first wife, who died at Oxford on February 17 1553, was disinterred in 
1557 and tried for heresy; legal evidence was not forthcoming because 
witnesses had not understood her tongue; and instead of the corpse being 
burnt, it was merely cast on a dunghill in the stable of the dean of Christ 
Church.  The remains were identified after Elizabeth's accession, mingled 
with the supposed relics of St Frideswide to prevent future desecration, and 
reburied in the cathedral.  Vermigli's second wife, Caterina Merenda, whom 
he married at Zürich, survived him, marrying a merchant of Locarno” 
(Wikipedia).   

h.  “Vermigli published over a score of theological works, chiefly Biblical 
commentaries and treatises on the Eucharist.  His learning was striking and 
profound.  Experts today are beginning to realize that Vermigli played a vital 
role in both the Swiss and English Reformations.  John Calvin himself 
regarded Peter Martyr as one of the greatest expounders of the doctrine of the 
Eucharist in Protestantism” (Wikipedia).   

 
2.  In 1548/49, Martin Bucer (1491-1551) came to England.   

a.  Born near Strasbourg, in 1506, he became a Dominican monk and was later 
ordained a priest.   

b.  In 1517, he went to Heidelberg where he studied the Bible and the writing of 
both the humanists and Luther.  He met Luther at Heidelberg in 1518.  He 
also attended the Leipzig debate between Luther and Eck, where Bucer was 
won to Luther’s opinion regarding the authority of Scripture.  He began 
corresponding with him in 1520.   

c.  In 1521, he left his order and the Catholic Church.  He married a nun in 1522 
making him one of the first to break the rule of celibacy.  In 1523, he 
accepted a call to Strasbourg where the Reformation was already in progress.  
There he labored for 25 years as a minister.  He was also an arbiter and 
mediator between Luther and Zwingli and between Lutherans and 
Calvinists.  His motto was:  “We believe in Christ, not in the church” 
(Wycliffe, 65).   

d.  “But [his] importance was more than being a mere arbiter.  Wrote several 
catechisms, introduced the lay presbytery and inaugurated confirmation in 
Strassburg.  He and friend Sturm laid the foundations of the Protestant 
educational system in Strassburg, founding the Gymnasium in 1538 [a 



7 

secondary school that prepares for higher education] and the seminary in 
1544.  Arranged for pastoral conventions, introduced a sound church 
discipline, organized works of charity, effected a close cooperation between 
secular and religious government, introduced a simple liturgy, and arranged 
for congregational singing.  Calvin in three years at Strassburg (1538-1541) 
[before his great work at Geneva, serving as a pastor] was greatly impressed 
and influenced by Bucer’s pastoral work and church organization.  Serious 
political troubles finally arose which made further stay at Strassburg 
dangerous and at last impossible.  Finally accepted a call from Cranmer to 
England in 1549 where he aided the English Reformation, forming a 
connecting link between the German and the English Reformation.  Highly 
esteemed by both the archbishop and King Edward VI.  Spent the last months 
of his life as professor of theology and lecturer in Cambridge.  At the request 
of the young king, wrote De Regno Christi [Concerning the Kingdom of 
Christ], which proved to be his last work, and the university conferred the 
degree bachelor of divinity” (Wycliffe, 65).   

 
3.  John Knox also came to England.  “John Knox (ca. 1514-1572) was an 

ordained minister successively of the Roman Catholic church, the Church of 
England (he declined a bishopric), and the Church of Scotland.  The 
Reformation came late to Scotland (1560), but fourteen years before that, John 
Knox was carrying a sword in defense of George Wishart (ca. 1513-1546), who 
was spreading Protestant doctrines.  After the archbishop of St. Andrews had 
Wishart burned at the stake, Knox became in turn tutor, preacher in St. 
Andrews, (the ecclesiastical capital), galley-slave in French bondage, and 
chaplain to the young English king Edward VI” (Great Leaders, 248).   

 
E.  A new Prayer Book and Act of Uniformity.   

1.  In 1552, Parliament passed a new Act of Uniformity that upheld a new Prayer 
Book.   
a.  Both Bucer and Knox influenced its development.   
b.  An attempt was made to remove everything in it that didn’t have Scriptural 

warrant.   
c.  “Most of the Catholic practices in worship were now discarded.  Prayers for 

the dead were dropped.  A communion table took the place of the altar.  In 
the Lord’s Supper common bread was used instead of the wafer” (Kuiper, 
225).   

d.  The language of the Communion was also changed:  1549:  The Body of the 
Lord given for thee (ambiguous).  1552:  Take and eat in remembrance of Me 
and feed your heart by faith.   

e.  “The form used in the administration of the Lord’s Supper was based upon 
Zwingli’s belief that the bread and wine are symbols of Christ’s body and 
blood” (Kuiper, 225).   

f.  The Church of England, however, retained the term “priest” for minister, 
since it is etymologically related to presbyter.   

g.  “Exorcism (casting out of evil spirits) and anointing went out of use” (Ibid.).   
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2.  The Reformation proceeded well under Edward.   

a.  It was gradual, but significant changes were made.   
b.  Cranmer succeeded in moving the church in a Protestant direction.    
c.  Bucer and Knox had an influence on the Prayer Book.   
d.  “The Reformation made progress also in the matter of doctrine.  A new creed 

was formulated by Cranmer, archbishop of Canterbury.  With the help of six 
other theologians, of whom Knox was one, it was put into final shape, and 
then adopted as the creed of the Church of England under the name of the 
Forty-two Articles.  In general this creed was even more definitely Protestant 
than the Prayer Book.”  Thirty-nine Articles.   

e.  “The Reformation in England seemed to have complete victory within its 
grasp.  Then suddenly its triumphal march was halted, and Catholicism 
regained much of the ground it had lost since the reign of Henry VIII” 
(Kuiper, 225-226).   

f.  Edward died of tuberculosis in 1553 at the age of sixteen and his sister Mary 
succeeded him on the throne of England.   

g.  What happens next, we’ll look at under our consideration of the church under 
Mary I of England.  Any questions?   

 
*Bold indicates slides.   


