
“Press on towards Heaven” 

(Luke 13:24) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve seen that there are several things that need to be true of us if we are to be useful 

to God.   

a.  We must have a strong conviction that the Word of God is true.   

b.  We  must have a faith strong enough to trust God and move forward.   

c.  We must love the Lord enough to lay down our lives for Him.    

d.  We must become more like Jesus in every way.   

e.  We must resign ourselves entirely to His will – to be His servants.   

f.  We must hate our sins and turn from all of them – whether “small,” secret or 

besetting.   

g.  We must give ourselves more to Spirit-led, fervent prayer for God’s glory.   

h.  We must not think too highly of ourselves, but walk with the Lord in humility.   

i.  We must be real and sincere, and walk transparently before the Lord.   

j.  We must separate our hearts from this world and fix all our desires on heaven.   

k.  We need to guard against an indifferent heart and be zealous for the Lord.   

l.  We must not become frustrated with the Lord’s providence but bear all things 

patiently.   

m.  We must learn to give back to Him thanksgiving for every mercy and praise for 

every gracious thing He gives.   

n.  We must love the brethren as our own family.   

o.  We must honor all authority the Lord has established.   

p.  We must have a single heart – be devoted to the Lord’s glory.   

q.  We must strive to be perfect – or mature – as God is perfect.   

r.  We must walk with God – in His sight and in His paths.   

s.  And we must desire to see others come to faith in Christ.   

 

2.  One thing that is comforting to know is that if we have any of these things, we have 

them all, at least in some degree.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  To be as useful to the Lord as possible, we must strive to be as strong in each of these 

as possible.   

a.  When Jesus tells us we must strive to enter the narrow gate, there isn’t a literal gate 

somewhere that we should be fighting to enter.   

b.  He’s talking about everything that has to do with the Christian life:   

(i)  That we grow in every grace.   

(ii)  That we press forward in our service to Him in every area.   

 

2.  What can we do to grow stronger?  Here are six things to consider as we close this 

topic:   

a.  We must use all the means the Lord has given us to grow.   

b.  We must keep ourselves from being seduced by the world.   
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c.  We must keep our minds focused on spiritual things.   

d.  We must use our time wisely.   

e.  We must remember why the Lord made us.   

f.  We must spend time with those who are godly.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  If we are to grow in our usefulness to the Lord, we must first of all use every means the 

Lord has given us to grow in godliness.   

1.  We must read and study God’s Word – not just to grow in knowledge, but that we 

might apply it and serve Him better.   

2.  We must seek the Lord in prayer – not just for our physical needs, but that we might 

grow spiritually.   

3.  We must worship Him – not just on the Lord’s Day or in family worship, but in 

everything we do.   

4.  This is what the Lord means by striving to enter that door – it will take all the effort we 

can give.   

 

B.  Second, if we are to grow in our useful to the Lord, we need to keep ourselves from being 

seduced by the world.   

1.  John tells us, “Do not love the world” (1 John 2:15).   

2.  If we embrace the world in our hearts, there won’t be room for the Lord.   

a.  Jesus said, “No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 

love the other, or else he will be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot 

serve God and wealth” (Luke 16:13).   

(i)  He said this to the Pharisees and their response is instructive:  Luke writes, “The 

Pharisees, who were lovers of money, were listening to all these things and were 

scoffing at Him” (v. 14).   

(ii)  We know we love the world too much when we respond the same way.   

 

b.  The problem with the thorny ground hearers was that they weren’t able to let go of 

the world and so weren’t able to do anything with the Word.   

c.  We must not look to the things of the world to make us happy or secure, but to the 

Lord, if we are to grow in usefulness.   

 

C.  Third, if we are to grow in usefulness, we need to keep our minds focused on spiritual 

things – the things above and before us.   

1.  We need to meditate on the Word – as we’ve seen – but also on our hearts.   

2.  When is the last time you gave serious thought to your spiritual condition?   

a.  We often don’t want to do this because of the time and energy involved and because 

of what we’ll find.   

b.  But the Lord calls us to do this:   

(i)  Jeremiah writes in Lamentations 3:40, “Let us examine and probe our ways, and 

let us return to the LORD.”   

(ii)  The psalmist writes, “I considered my ways and turned my feet to Your 

testimonies” (Ps. 119:59).   

(iii)  This is what the prodigal did after the Lord brought him to the end of his own 

resources (Luke 15:17-20).   
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(iv)  Jesus said to His disciples on the night of His betrayal, “Keep watching and 

praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh 

is weak” (Matt. 26:41).   

(v)  Watson writes, “If men would step aside a little out of the noise and hurry of 

business, and spend only half-an-hour every day thinking about their souls and 

eternity, it would produce a wonderful alteration in them!”   

(vi)  What we don’t see can hurt us.   

(a)  We need to take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 

10:5).   

(b)  Don’t allow yourself to think about things you shouldn’t think about – 

everything we do in our imaginations that’s sinful is still sin.   

(c)  If we are to grow, if we are to strive forward, we must keep our minds 

focused on spiritual things.   

 

D.  Fourth, if we are to grow in usefulness, we must use our time wisely.  Paul writes, 

“Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of 

your time, because the days are evil” (Eph. 5:15-16).   

1.  Time is more precious than we realize.   

a.  When we’re young, we don’t see its value, because we think we have so much of it.   

b.  As we get older and see time running out, we begin to realize how precious it is and 

try to make better use of it.   

 

2.  Life is really very short.   

a.  No matter how long we live – 70, 80, 90 or 100 years – it’s just a moment in time.   

b.  James tells us we’re like “a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes 

away” (James 4:14).   

c.  Peter tells us, “All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass.  The 

grass withers, and the flower falls off” (1 Pet. 1:24).   

d.  Job writes, “Now my days are swifter than a runner; they flee away, they see no 

good.  They slip by like reed boats, like an eagle that swoops on its prey” (Job 9:25-

26).   

e.  Realizing time is short, we need to use it wisely, especially in preparing for heaven 

by being useful to the Lord on earth.   

f.  Even an unbeliever like Charles Darwin understood the value of time, when he 

wrote, “A man who dares to waste one hour of time has not discovered the value of 

life.”   

g.  We need to see its value and make the best use of it now.   

(i)  We only have so much of it given to us by God and no more.   

(ii)  While we have it, no one can take it from us.   

(iii)  But once it’s run out, all the money in the world can’t buy another second.   

(iv)  We must not waste it on frivolous things, but use it to prepare our souls for 

heaven.   

 

E.  Fifth, if we are to grow in our usefulness to the Lord, we need to keep before us the reason 

the Lord made us.   

1.  He didn’t put us here to live for ourselves.   

a.  Not merely to eat and drink.   

b.  Or to play games.   
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c.  Or to indulge in the things of this world.   

 

2.  He put us here to serve Him.   

a.  Paul writes, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Eph. 2:10).   

b.  He “gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for 

Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:14).   

c.  And so if we are to be useful to Him, we must offer our whole lives to Him for His 

service, as Paul writes, “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual service of worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of 

God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect” (Rom. 12:1-2).   

 

F.  Finally, if we are to be useful to the Lord, we must spend time with those who are godly.   

1.  Paul tells us, “Bad company corrupts good morals” (1 Cor. 15:33).   

2.  But it’s equally true that good company promotes good morals.   

a.  David understood these things, which is why he wrote, “My eyes shall be upon the 

faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me; He who walks in a blameless way 

is the one who will minister to me.  He who practices deceit shall not dwell within 

my house; He who speaks falsehood shall not maintain his position before me” (Ps. 

100:6-7).   

b.  Watson writes, “Be often among the godly.  They are the salt of the earth—and will 

help to season you.  Their counsel may direct you; their prayers may enliven you.  

Such holy sparks may be thrown into your breasts as may kindle devotion in you.  It 

is good to be among the saints, to learn the trade of godliness:  ‘He who walks with 

wise men shall be wise’ (Proverbs 13:20).”   

 

3.  And so we must:   

a.  Use the means of grace to grow.   

b.  Guard our hearts from the world’s influences.   

c.  Keep our minds focused on the things above.   

d.  Use our time wisely.   

e.  Keep the reason the Lord made us before our eyes.   

f.  And spend time with the godly.   

g.  May the Lord help us to hold on to these things and apply them.   

h.  May He help us to be useful in the few years we have in this world.   

i.  If we set our hearts to do this, He will certainly take care to give us everything we 

need, our entrance into heaven will be abundantly supplied, and our future will be 

much happier.   

j.  May the Lord grant us the grace to do so.  Amen.   

 

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


