
“Prepare the Way of the Lord” 

(Mark 1:1-8) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we’re beginning a new series:  the Gospel of Mark.   

a.  Of course all Scripture is inspired by God and profitable (2 Tim. 3:16f).   

b.  But there’s nothing like the Gospels themselves to give us a closer view of our 

Savior – His teaching and work, that we might be encouraged to live for His 

glory.   

 

2.  Let’s start by looking at two opening items:  the author and audience.   

a.  The author of this Gospel isn’t named in the book, but he was in church history 

by Papias at the end of the First Century, and by Irenaeus, Clement of 

Alexandria, Origen and Jerome early in the Second Century:  Mark.   

(i)  Who is Mark?   

(a)  He is thought to be the young man who was standing by in the linen sheet 

when Jesus was arrested, who left his sheet and ran when they tried to 

arrest him (Mark 14:51-52).   

(b)  This is the Mark (who was also called John) who abandoned Paul on his 

first missionary journey (Acts 13:13), the one Paul didn’t want to take with 

him again (15:37-38), but also the one who eventually found his way back 

to usefulness in the Lord’s service (2 Tim. 4:11).   

(c)  This is also the Mark who later became a close friend of the apostle Peter 

(1 Pet. 5:13).   

(d)  Mark is an encouragement – as Peter’s life was as well – that even when 

we fail the Lord miserably, there is still forgiveness, restoration and the 

possibility of usefulness.   

 

(ii)  All Scripture is inspired by God (2 Tim. 3:16), but the Lord used men to 

write it, either an apostle or close associate of an apostle.   

(a)  Mark was not an apostle, but he was a close companion both of Paul and 

Peter.   

(b)  Some believe that because of his relationship with Peter, this Gospel 

reflects mainly Peter’s account – one we shouldn’t forget who was also 

helped by the ministry of the Spirit, who would bring to his mind all that 

Jesus said and did (John 14:26).   

(c)  All this is to say that the Gospel of Mark is an inspired account of the life 

of Jesus Christ.   

 

b.  This Gospel also had a particular audience:  The evidence points to its being 

written for Gentiles.   

(i)  Many times Mark stops to explain the Jewish traditions.   
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(ii)  Clement of Alexandria tells us who the audience was, “When Peter had 

preached the gospel publicly in Rome . .  those who were present . . . besought 

Mark, since he had followed him (Peter) for a long time and remembered the 

things that had been spoken, to write out the things that had been said; and 

when he had done this he gave the gospel to those who asked him.  When 

Peter learned of it later, he neither obstructed nor commended” (H.E. 6.14.6-

7).   

(iii)  This would also explain the very few times Mark quotes the Old Testament 

Scriptures as compared to Matthew whose Gospel was written mainly for the 

Jews.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Now that we understand who wrote the Gospel and why, let’s consider the opening 

verses.  He begins his Gospel with the phrase, “The beginning of the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”   

a.  This was not the absolute beginning.   

(i)  God’s plan to glorify Himself in this way is as eternal as God Himself.   

(ii)  He eternally purposed that He would create, that He would allow man to 

Fall, and that He would send His Son to save.   

(iii)  He began to implement this particular plan after the Fall.   

(a)  As soon as Adam and Eve fell, the Lord made a promise in the curse 

pronounced on the serpent.   

(b)  He promised to give the woman a seed that would crush Satan and deliver 

His people from his power.   

 

(iv)  This promise, as you’ll recall from the series on the History of Redemption, 

was developed throughout OT history in many ways, through further 

promises, prophecies, through types and shadows, through different persons 

and offices.   

 

b.  But this was the beginning of its fulfillment, when Christ was finally about to 

arrive.   

(i)  Mark doesn’t begin with His birth, but with the preparation for His ministry – 

perhaps because His birth had more relevance to the Jews who knew the 

Scripture needed to be fulfilled and that Messiah must be born of a Virgin.   

(ii)  It’s also interesting that Mark calls Jesus Christ the Son of God – which of 

course He is:  the eternal Son of God in human flesh – and not the Son of 

David, as Matthew.  This again shows that he is targeting a Gentile audience.   

 

2.  The next thing he deals with is the ministry of Christ’s forerunner, John the Baptist.  

There are at least two reasons why he goes here next:   

a.  The first was to offer some evidence that the One coming the Son of God.   

b.  The second was to highlight the importance of his message.   

 

II.  Sermon.   
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A.  First, this was to prove who Jesus was:  John’s ministry was part of the proof that the 

One coming after him was the Son of God.   

1.  Mark appeals to Isaiah to bear this out:  Even though his audience might not be 

Jewish, the fact that this event was predicted several hundred years before it 

happened has apologetic power.   

2.  The fact too that Isaiah prophesied he would be the forerunner of the Lord (Heb. 

Yahweh) was further proof.   

3.  This was no mere man that was coming:  this was the Lord – Yahweh – in human 

flesh.   

 

B.  The second was to highlight the importance of his message.   

1.  John had an important role:  he was sent to prepare the way for the Lord.   

a.  With someone this important coming, the people had to be ready to receive Him.   

(i)  In Malachi 4:5-6, the Lord promised He would send Elijah to prepare His 

way:  “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of 

the great and terrible day of the LORD.  He will restore the hearts of the 

fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I 

will not come and smite the land with a curse.”   

(ii)  Jesus will later tell us that this was fulfilled in John, who spoke in the spirit 

and power of Elijah (Luke 1:17).   

 

b.  To prepare them, he preached “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins” (v. 4).   

(i)  He didn’t preach baptism as the means of salvation, as the Church of Christ 

teaches.   

(ii)  Nor did he say that repentance was enough to save us – though it is 

necessary.   

(iii)  He told them that if they wanted to be ready for the Messiah – the One who 

was about to appear, the One who had the power to save them through the 

baptism of the Holy Spirit – they must repent of their sins and show the 

genuineness of that repentance by submitting to his baptism.   

(iv)  Many listened to him, repented, and were baptized while confessed their 

sins (v. 5), which helped prepare their hearts to receive Jesus.   

 

2.  This is still the way the Lord works today:  He begins by working repentance before 

He gives faith.   

a.  The Lord doesn’t offer Himself to those who don’t see their need of Him.   

(i)  He comes to those who do.   

(ii)  Jesus said, “It is not those who are well who need a physician, but those who 

are sick.  I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance” 

(Luke 5:31-32).   

 

b.  How does He show us our need?  Through the Law.   

(i)  John came preaching repentance by preaching the Law.   

(ii)  When the crowds asked him what they should do, he pointed them to the 

Law, “‘The man who has two tunics is to share with him who has none; and 
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he who has food is to do likewise’ [love your neighbor as yourself].  And 

some tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they said to him, ‘Teacher, 

what shall we do?’  And he said to them, ‘Collect no more than what you have 

been ordered to’ [don’t steal].  Some soldiers were questioning him, saying, 

‘And what about us, what shall we do?’  And he said to them, ‘Do not take 

money from anyone by force [don’t steal], or accuse anyone falsely [don’t 

bear false witness against your neighbor], and be content with your wages [do 

not covet]’” (Luke 3:10-14).   

(iii)  As he preached with the power of the Spirit, his message was driven home 

and people were convicted and they repented.   

 

c.  When the Law is preached, the Spirit works in two different ways to show us our 

sins:  1) First, on our consciences, and 2) second, He opens our eyes through the 

blessing of the new birth.   

(i)  In our passage, we see both, but the majority, by far, fall into the first 

category – conviction of conscience.   

(a)  We know this because though many repented, few actually received Jesus 

Christ.   

(b)  Many followed Him for a time, but only a few remained true after His 

crucifixion.   

(c)  This is a work the Spirit does in preparing us to receive Christ.   

(d)  He shows us our sins, convicts our consciences, causes us to begin to look 

at sin as something hurtful and dangerous, so that we turn from it at least 

for a time.   

 

(ii)  But this kind of repentance doesn’t save.  It’s meant only to cause us to seek 

after the second kind that comes with the blessing of the new birth.   

(a)  If we have the new birth, we’ll have more than conviction, we’ll hate sin – 

not only because it’s dangerous, but because it dishonors God and is 

offensive to Him.   

(b)  If we don’t hate sin for these reasons, we really aren’t born from above.   

 

d.  What’s your experience this morning?  Do you only see the danger of sin, but not 

its evil?  Have you only turned from some of your sins, but not all?   

(i)  Then you’re only awakened and not converted.   

(ii)  You need the Lord to change your heart, to open your eyes, to help you see 

how hateful sin really is, so that you can turn from it in your heart to Christ.   

(iii)  He is the only One who can.   

(iv)  Look to Him now and ask Him for His grace.   

 

e.  But for those of you who are born from above, prepare now to come to the Table, 

that you might receive greater grace to love the Lord more and sin less.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


