
Preach the Word 
( 2  Timothy 4:l-8) 

In t roduc t ion. 

called ”Father’s Day. ” The church need not follow the world’s 
calendar and this sermon need not be on that subject. However, 
today’s sermon might easily lend itself to that end, if we think 
upon the content long enough. 

Timothy. Paul was not married, as best we know, although he may 
have been at one time and his wife may have left him due to his 
calling as a Christian. At any rate, Paul had no physical 
children. But this does not mean that Paul did not do any 
begetting of another sort. Paul did beget spiritual children. He 
calls Timothy ”my true son in the faith.” A tie of this sort is 
greater than any natural begetting as it renders the subject secure 
for eternity, while natural begetting does not. This is the type 
of engendering that all can do, even if the Lord has not gifted you 
with the ability to produce natural offspring. As a matter of 
fact, we are all called to be a part of this process, whether in 
sowing or watering the seed, but God gives it the growth (1 Cor. 
3 : 6 ) .  

father, giving advice to his son, the final advice he is to give 
him in this world. He is entrusting Timothy with a very precious 
object, an object so precious that the Lord of glory gave His 
precious blood to secure it. He is entrusting him with the church. 
So, not only do we have set before us an example of a godly father 
helping his son to fulfill his God-given calling--which is the most 
important function of every father--but we also see in this 
the necessary elements of the Gospel ministry that every church 
needs in order to perfect it, namely the preaching of the Word. 
First, I want you to see that this task of preaching the Word of 
God has a solemn character. 

During this time of the year, the world celebrates something 

Today’s sermon deals with a passage from Paul’s last letter to 

However, in this morning’s passage, we see Paul, as a spiritual 

I. Its Solemn Character (v. 11. 

A. It is Not Ipdifferent Work. 
1. Gtapapzupopat: to earnestly charge with a religious 

2. Paul himself recognized the seriousness of the 
duty. 

charge. He says, ”For if I preach the gospel, I have 
nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; for woe 
is me if I do not preach the gospel” (1 Cor. 9: 16). 

3 .  Why is this charge so solemn? 

B. It is Before the Judge of the Whole Earth. 
1. It is absolutely necessary because it is before the 

Father and His Son Christ Jesus that Paul is charging 
Timothy . 
a. He will have to give an account of his ministry at 

the great day, the day of His appearing, when the 
invisible kingdom becomes visible. 

the New Covenant, who will be judging as a reward 
for the atonement which He rendered. 

b. It is before the Lord Jesus Christ, the Mediator of 
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2 .  

As John tells us in his Gospel, ”For not even 
the Father judges anyone, but He has given all 
judgment to the Son, in order that all may honor 
the Son, even as they honor the Father. . . . For 
just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He 
gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; and 
He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because 
He is the Son of Man” [John 5:22-23,  26-27). 

Christ Jesus is about to come to judge the living and the 
dead, and Timothy should strive to be found faithful to 
his calling on that day. For on that day each man’s 
work will be revealed for it will be tried by fire. 
Once the fire has consumed the worthless works, what 
remains will be rewarded. 
a. The utter seriousness of Timothy’s work adds to its 

b. It is the fulfilling of the eternal plan of God in 
solemnity. 

time. The souls of God’s elect whom Christ died to 
save are at stake. 

C. Application: 
1. It concerns all of us to seriously consider that we 

must shortly give an account to the Judge of all the 
earth for all the talents He has entrusted to us. 
a. Each of us has a calling, not only those who are 

called to full-time ministry. 
b. You husbands are called to be the spiritual leaders 

and high priests of your household. You are to 
lead your family in covenant faithfulness and 
obedience. You are also to provide for their 
temporal needs as well. 

c. You wives are called to be godly in your conduct, 
with a quiet and gentle spirit, submitting to the 
loving leadership of your husbands. You older 
women are called to teach the younger women how to 
be lovers of their husbands and how to manage their 
househo 1 ds . 

d. You children are called to obey your parents in the 
Lord. This is rewarded by a long life upon the 
earth. 

e. You parents are called to teach your children and 
to raise them in the covenant nurture of the Lord, 
and to not exasperate them. 

f. The Church is to function as a body. The pastor is 
to equip the saints for the work of the ministry, 
but the pastor cannot do what he needs to unless 
each member of the body exercises his or her 
particular gifts. 

2. You and I are on our way to the 
Day. We will certainly be held 
things entrusted to us. Let us 
can give an account with joy of 
accomplished through us. 

judgment of the great 
accountable for the 
be confident that we 
what the Lord has 
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11. Its Pressing Urgency (vv. 3-41. 

A. The Problem Then (v. 3-4). 
1. The people were turning away from the purity and 

simplicity of the Word of God, to the things which are 
after their own lusts. Paul exhorts Timothy to preach 
the Word while he still has their attention. 
a. A similar situation occurred at the time of the 

captivity of the southern kingdom of Judah. The 
Lord, rebukes His people through the prophet 
Jeremiah by saying, ”The prophets prophesy falsely, 
and the priests rule on their own authority; and My 
people love it so!  But what will you do at the end 
of it?” (5:31). 

b. And what did they do? They did what they wanted 
and listened to what pleased them, but brought 
upon their own heads the wrath of God. They 
watched many of their loved ones die, and they 
lost all of their possessions. But worst of all, 
they were taken away from the promised land and 
the gracious Temple service of atonement. 

2. Specifically, the myths which are referred to here are a 
combination of Gnosticism and Judaism. These would 
advocate the keeping of particular laws and the 
abstaining from certain physical pleasures in order to 
make yourself fit for salvation. It is a man-centered 
religion which requires the doing of certain things in 
order to be saved. 

B. The Problem Today. 
1. Today as well many in the church would rather listen to 

teachers which will tell them what they want to hear. 
They will not endure the plain, searching exposition of 
the truth. 

Its basic tenets teach against the reality of and the 
responsibility for sin. It also teaches us that we are 
gods. 
a. It has even invaded the church. Kenneth Copeland 

has been quoted by Walter Martin as teaching that 
in the same way that a cat begets cats and a dog 
begets dogs, so God begets gods. We are all little 
gods. 

Mormons. They promise to all those who live good 
Mormon lives, tithe, and who are married in the 
temple, that they will someday be the god of their 
own planet, working out their own plan of 
redempt ion. 

3 .  Now these are very blatant, and perhaps by God’s grace 

2. Gnosticism is still with us in the New Age Movement. 

b. What is this but the same doctrine taught by the 

we have managed to avoid them, but there are many other 
things which can weaken our faith and make us 
unfruitful in our labors for the Lord. 
a. The draw of worldliness can affect us as well to 

keep us from giving ourselves fully to the work of 
the Gospel. We saw this last week in 1 John 
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2:15-17. The desire to have things, the desire to 
fulfill what feels good to us, the desire for 
position. All these things can rob the Christian 
of spiritual power. A man cannot serve two masters 
(Matt. 6: 24).  

b. Our flirtation with the things of the world is 
drawing away the spiritual power of the church. 
One of the secrets of the Puritans is their 
relentless pursuit of godliness at the cost of 
their personal pleasure. 

4. This text calls you to examine your hearts to see if 
your heart has been divided by the teachings of the 
world! Examine your own heart! Let your devotion be 
totally for the Lord Jesus Christ! If God has given 
you ears to hear, then take heed! 

this situation. 

111. Its Specific Content (vv. 2, 51. 

5. But Paul gives to Timothy specific directions to combat 

The charge comes by way of eight commands: This is what the 
minister you call is to do. 

A. Preach the Word! 
1. rcqpwrrrw: herald, proclaim. Make known officially and 

publicly a matter of great significance. 
a. Generally the word is used in the NT for the 

divinely authorized proclamation of the message of 
God to men, in this case, the Gospel. 

b. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 2: 17, "For we are not 
like many, peddling the word of God, but as from 
sincerity, but as from God, we speak in Christ in 
the sight of God." This should be taken with the 
utmost seriousness. 

2. The next four commands tell him how to discharge this 
duty. 

B. Be Ready in Season and Out of Season. 
1. He is to minister with all fervency of spirit. 
2. He is to make use of every opportunity. 
3 .  He is to minister it when it is timely to do so, and 

when it is not so popular a time. 

C. Reprove, Rebuke, and Exhort. 
1. Reprove: Convince the wicked of their evil and the 

2. Rebuke: Endeavor to bring them to repentance. 
3 .  Exhort: Persuade those who begin well to hold on and 

4. The manner: With great patience and instruction. 

danger of their wicked courses. 

to persevere. 

a. Modifies all of the above commands. 
b. Paul had exhorted Timothy earlier in this epistle, 

"And the Lord's bond-servant must not be 
quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, 
patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting 
those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may 
grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of 
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D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

the truth, and they may come to their senses and 
escape from the snare of the devil, having been 
held captive by him to do his will” ( 2  Tim. 

If he doesn’t see the fruit of his labor presently, 
he is not to give up. 
Doctrine is the tool of the pastor. In the same 
way a carpenter uses his hammer and nails to build 
up the supporting frame of the house, so the 
minister is to use sound doctrine to build up and 
fortify the church. Solid teaching is that which 
will build up the saints in the truth. 
Furthermore, he should . . . 

2: 24-26 1. 

Be Sober: The ministry should be characterized by a life 
of sobriety. Not merely the avoidance of alcoholic 
intoxication, but anything that takes over the devotion of 
our mind, which takes our minds away from the task at hand, 
that would let any ministry opportunity slip away. 

Endure Hardship: The life of the minister of God is a 
difficult one. He must count upon afflictions and endure 
them, make the best of them. And he must rejoice that he 
is counted worthy to suffer reproach for the name of 
Christ . 

Do the Work of an Evangelist, Fulfill your Ministry: To 
Timothy has been entrusted the everlasting Gospel. He must 
take great pains to ensure that he discharges fully the 
proclamation of the Gospel. 

Application. 
1. The work which the Lord calls His servants to is not 

easy. It will take all of a man’s strength, and then 
some, in order to fulfill it. 

2. And remember, it is through faithful men like Timothy 
that Christ has proclaimed His Word and that it has 
eventually, through God’s providence, come to us. Let 
us not be reluctant about hearing and obeying its 
message. For many of Israel’s prophets wished to hear 
and see what we do, and were not able. 

3 .  Not all of us are called to the ministry of the Word, 
but whatever your calling, it is just as important. 
All the members of the body are equally important and 
none of them can be effectively administered without 
the functioning of the others. 

4. The Lord does not give to us a bare command, but rather 
He also points to the rewards of our labors. So lastly 
I want you to see . . . 

IV. Its Gracious Motivation (vv. 6-8). Paul uses the example of 
his own life to encourage Timothy. 

Nothing makes a message so powerful as when it is backed up by 
a godly life, and Paul’s life is no exception. Paul’s own comfort 
and cheerfulness in his coming departure should encourage Timothy 
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to fervency and diligence in his ministry. 

A.  The Present (v. 6 ) .  
1. Paul says he is already being poured out as a drink 

offering. 
The drink-offering was the final act of the 

sacrifice of a lamb, ram, or bull. It was poured out 
slowly beside the altar, as an offering, and was the 
final act of the entire sacrificial ceremony. This 
pictures most accurately the gradual ebbing away of the 
life of Paul, being poured out as an offering to God, 
this being his final sacrificial act [Hendriksen 313). 

a. Paul’s experience of being beheaded was not to be a 
2. The time of his departure has come. 

pleasant one, but he refers to it as a departure. 
(11 

( 2 )  The tense of the verb indicates that it is now 

b. Notice too that Paul here will not cease to be, but 
he will simply be removed from imprisonment in this 
world to the enjoyment and bliss of that one to 
come. 

c. The courage and comfort of dying saints, ministers 
and martyrs are a great confirmation of the truth 
of Christianity and a great encouragement to those 
who remain to continue their work. 

”Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of His godly ones” [Ps. 116: 151. 

The Greek word is used of loosing a ship from 
its moorings. 

upon him. 

B. The Past (v. 7 ) .  
1. Paul then looks back over his life and takes comfort 

from the fact that he has in some measure, by the grace 
of God, fulfilled his purpose in this life. 
a. He says, ”The good fight I have fought. ’’ It has 

been a fight against Satan, the principalities and 
powers, the world rulers of this darkness, Jews and 
pagans, and many others. 

It is the good cause, and the victory is 
assured to us by the victory of the Son of God. 

The metaphor of the race and the fight are 
common to Paul. In 1 Cor. 9:24-27 Paul states, ”Do 
you not know that those who run in a race all run, 
but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way 
that you may win. And everyone who competes in the 
games exercises self-control in all things. They 
then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we 
an imperishable. Therefore I run in such a way, as 
not without aim; I box in such a way, as not 
beating the air; but I buffet my body and make it 
my slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to 
others, I myself should be disqualified.” 

b. ”The course I have completed.” 

Paul has crossed the finish line and has not 
been disqualified. 
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c. ”The faith I have kept.” He has kept the doctrines 
of the gospel and has never betrayed them. 

2. Application: Think of what a comfort it would be to 
you if at the end of your life you could also look back 
and know that by the grace of God you too have fought 
the good fight, finished your course, and kept the 
faith. Strive to finish well! 

looking back over your life in retrospect, what would 
you do differently? Now is the time to change it. 

If you were on your deathbed right now and were 

C. The Future (v.8). 
1. Paul looks forward to the future reward. 

a. The crown of righteousness: A reward for faithful 
service, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
not be unrighteous to forget. 

b. It is in glory that our righteousness and holiness 
will be perfected. By the grace of God we will be 
freed from sin and will be able to live perfectly 
according to the will of God. 

2. This is not peculiar to Paul. 
a. ”And not only to me, but also to all who have loved 

His appearing. ” 
b. It is the character of saints that they look for 

and long for the appearing of the Lord Jesus. 

also, having been offered once to bear the sins of 
many, shall appear a second time for salvation 
without reference to sin, to those who eagerly 
await Him” (Heb. 9 : 2 8 ) .  

The writer to the Hebrews states, ”So Christ 

Conclusion. 
A. We have seen that the charge is Solemn because it is before 

the Judge of the earth. It is Urgent because the time will 
come when some will no longer listen to sound teaching. It 
specifically meant the necessity of preaching the Word for 
Timothy to counteract its poison, and for all ministers 
today to do the same. And it has as its Motivation the 
example of Paul who fulfilled God’s calling in his life by 
God’ s grace. 

B. Do you feel the weight of Paul’s admonition bearing upon 
your responsibility in your calling, knowing that one day 
you will stand before Him in all His brilliance and give an 
account of what He has entrusted to you? 
1. Are you striving in the power of God’s grace to finish 

the course He has placed you on? 
2. Are you desiring as spiritual fathers, to pass on to 

your sons--whether they are physical or spiritual--that 
which is most important in the fulfilling of their 
call ing? 

3 .  In whatever position the Lord has placed you, are you 
desiring with all your heart for the Lord to have His 
way in your life and to use you to bring Him the 
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greatest amount of glory that is possible? 

C. Most of all, realizing that a man is saved by grace and not 
by works, are you confident that you are standing in the 
robe of righteousness that only He can provide, so that 
when you stand before the Judge of all the earth, you will 
hear His divine approbation? 

D. If not, then cry out to God for He is gracious and He will 
abundantly pardon. 

E. May God grant you the grace to persevere for His glory 
Amen. 


