
 

“Pray Believing, and It Shall Be Given to You” 
(Mark 11:20-26) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  What do you do when you run up against a situation that you don’t know how 
to handle?  What do you do when you are seeking for an answer to a question and you can’t 
seem to solve it?  What do you do what you get yourself into a predicament from which you 
can’s extricate yourself?  Don’t you usually look to your own resources and the resources 
that are available to you through other men?  Don’t you usually look for the answer here 
below, in this world?  For most of us, though we wouldn’t say that we do, generally this is 
exactly what we do.  But what should we do?  Where should we go for help?  Whose 
assistance should we strongly desire above all others?  Shouldn’t it be God’s?  Of course.   
 But how do we come to Him?  How are we to gain His precious, His invaluable 
assistance for our needs?  It is through prayer.  It has been said that prayer moves the hand 
that moves the world.  And this is true.  Even in a Calvinistic world view, it is true.  Now 
understand that when I say Calvinistic, I mean biblical.  Prayer has power with God in a 
biblical world view.  Yes, the Bible does say that God decrees whatsoever comes to pass.  
Whatever happens in this world, it happens according to the predetermined counsel of God.  
Nothing can ever change that.  God controls everything which happens in this world.  But 
we must never view His decree as being some kind of an iron clad fortress, where we stand 
outside and futilely pound on the door, trying to get God to change His already made up mind.  
No, that is not the case.  You must never forget that God’s plan includes everything which 
would come to pass, not only the events that you are concerned about, but also the prayers 
that you would offer in response to them.  Your prayers have power with God, because He 
has ordained them in the first place, and because He has ordained that He would be prevailed 
upon by your prayers.  Nothing could be further from the truth than to say that you should 
not pray, because whatever will be will be, no matter what I do.  Every action, every thought, 
and every word you utter is all included in God’s plan.   
 But the Bible does give us certain conditions under which God will and will not hear 
our prayers, and this certainly should concern us.  Jesus gives us a do and a don’t in this 
passage this evening.  And that is what we will want to examine.  And as we do, I want you 
to see that  
 
 Your prayers will be answered by God if you pray from a believing and forgiving 
heart.   
 
I.  First, Since the Lord Never Taught Any of His Doctrines in a Vacuum, It Is Always 

Good to Take a Look at the Context of His Lesson.   
A.  Jesus had entered into the city of Jerusalem two days before, in what we call His 

triumphal entry.   
1.  Mark tells us that He went into the Temple, looked around, and then left for 

Bethany, for it was already late.   
2.  The next day, after they left Bethany, He was hungry, and seeing a fig tree in the 

distance, He went up to it, but found nothing on it, for it was not the time for figs.   
3.  At that point, Jesus, who most often spoke of blessing, uttered a curse against it, 
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“May no one ever eat fruit from you again!”   
4.  From there, they went again into Jerusalem and into the Temple.  It was then that 

Jesus threw out of His Father’s house those who were buying and selling, and 
overthrew the tables of the money-changers.   

5.  But they left the city again, probably going back to Bethany.  And as they were 
returning in the morning, they saw the same fig tree that Jesus had cursed, withered 
from the roots up.  It wasn’t that it had some root rot, or some kind of blight causing 
the leaves to wither, but it was dead from the top of the tree, all the way down to its 
roots.   
a.  Some interpreters believe that this tree symbolized the nation of Israel.  They 

had failed to bring forth the fruit of the vineyard, which the Lord had entrusted to 
them.  Because of this, Jesus was placing a curse upon them, which was really 
the curse of God for their rejection of Messiah.  Whether or not this is what the 
incident of the tree was meant to teach, this certainly is true.   

b.  Others point out that this is an object lesson of what is true in every professing 
believer’s life.  The one who merely professes Christianity, but doesn’t bring 
forth the fruits of a true relationship with Christ, is like this fig tree, full of 
foliage, but bearing no fruit.  The warning is that Christ, through the curse which 
comes upon all men for their breaking of the covenant of Works, will make their 
outward state to reflect what their inward state is really like.  They will wither 
from top to bottom.  Christ says that every branch in Him that does not bear fruit 
is pruned off by the Father and it withers.  And men gather them and cast them 
into the fire, and they are burned.  The one who rejects Christ is reject by Him.  
And the one who is rejected by Him, withers and becomes a dead tree.   

 
B.  Peter remembered that Jesus had cursed the fig tree and points out the results to Jesus.   

1.  He says, “Rabbi, behold the fig tree which You cursed has withered.”   
2.  Peter knew that Jesus never did anything for no reason.  He surely expected that 

there was something that Jesus wanted them to learn from it.  And he was right.   
 

II.  Jesus Uses This Event as an Opportunity to Teach Them a Lesson About Believing, 
Forgiving Prayer.   
A.  First, He says, “Have faith in God.”   

1.  In this case, I don’t believe that Jesus was not exhorting them to exercise saving 
faith.   
a.  For one thing, look at the context.  He is speaking to His disciples, those who 

have followed Him through His whole ministry.  At this point in time, Jesus was 
only a few days away from His crucifixion.  This means that the disciples had 
already been with Him for about three and a half years.   

b.  Jesus had, in fact, earlier told them that they should not rejoice because the devils 
were subject to them, but to rejoice that their names were written in heaven (Luke 
10:20)!   

c.  But even though saving faith was not in view here, it is still relevant.   
d.  A person who has true saving faith will not only trust in Jesus for his cleansing 

from sin and for the covering of a perfect righteousness, without which -- being 
coupled with holiness -- no one will see God, but that same faith will express 
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itself in other ways as well.   
e.  It will cause the one who has it to yield obedience to the commandments, to 

tremble at the threatenings, and to embrace the promises of God for this life and 
that which is to come (WCF 14.2).   

f.  I believe here that Christ is calling them to “embrace the promises of God for this 
life” in this example of the fig tree.  Believe that God is able to do whatever He 
will do.   

g.  It is interesting that there are examples of people in Scripture who have these 
differing kinds of faith, apart from saving faith.  For instance, Simon the 
magician believed the facts of Christianity, which we call “historical faith,” 
without having that faith which is saving (Acts 8:13).  There were many in Israel 
and since in the NT and throughout church history who believed what the Bible 
said enough to give some measure of obedience to the commandments, and yet 
still fall short of saving faith.  And we know from such examples as Judas, King 
Saul, and Balaam, that a person may have the faith of miracles or prophesy, and 
still not have this faith which is saving.   

h.  All that was required for Jesus to heal a person in the Scripture, was whether or 
not they believed that He was able to do it.  Remember that He healed many, and 
the only place that He was unable to much was in Nazareth, because of their 
unbelief.  Jesus on that occasion marveled because of it, and said that a prophet 
has honor except in his own home town and among his own people.  Certainly, a 
person’s confidence in anothers ability to speak the truth has a lot to do with what 
God can do.  But even this could be no permanent barrier against the Lord’s 
saving from even these whom He would by sovereignly imparting the new birth.   

i.  But where there is true saving faith, all of these will be present:  the obedience, 
the trembling, the belief of the facts, the faith that God -- if He is willing -- can 
perform miracles, but there will also be that most important resting and trusting in 
Christ alone to save you from your sins.   

 
2.  Jesus, in this instance, I believe, was exhorting his followers to believe that God is 

able to do what He has promised.   
 

B.  Next, He says, “Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and 
cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going 
to happen, it shall be granted him.”   
1.  If you say to this mountain, “Remove yourself and be cast into the sea,” it will 

happen.   
a.  Jesus may have been referring to the mount upon which Jerusalem was built, 

Mount Zion, or the Mount of Olives.  Jerusalem was built in the hill country of 
Judea.   

b.  But since there is no record of any mountains ever being removed suddenly and 
cast into the ocean, it may be more likely that He was referring to situations which 
are like mountains.  There are many of these which have been removed by faith 
in God.   

c.  There is nothing which is impossible with God.  The example of the mountain 
should surely have given them that idea.  Prayer has power, because it is heard by 
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the One who has limitless power.   
d.  This is true with regard to everything you may ask, for Christ continues, 

“Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you 
have received them, and they shall be granted you.”   

e.  This covers anything you might ask:  for personal needs, for the needs of others, 
for the needs of this community, or for this nation, or for the nations in general, or 
for specific needs.   

f.  But this also has reference to that need which is of infinitely more importance 
than what I have just mentioned, the need of the forgiveness of sins.  God can 
just as easily remove your mountains of guilt, through the blood of His Son, and 
remove your mountains of corruption by the Spirit of His Son, who dwells in 
every believer.   

g.  Do we have here a good reason to pray?  Yes we do!  And that is why we are 
exhorted again and again in Scripture to pray!  If we expect to see anything out 
of the ordinary happen in our lives for the glory of God, we must pray!   

 
2.  But there are certain conditions mentioned here:  you must not doubt in your heart, 

but you must believe.   
a.  You must not doubt.  Doubt is the opposite of faith.  “Faith is the assurance of 

things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1).  Doubt is the 
suspicion of things hoped for, the distrust of thing not seen.   

b.  But how can you believe that what you are asking for you will receive?  How 
can you ask without doubting?  Surely not everything you will ever pray for will 
be the will of God for your life.   

c.  This is where the balancing passage, mentioned in 1 John 5:14-15, brings new 
light, “And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us in 
whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from 
Him.”   

d.  Jesus can safely make these statements to His disciples, for even though they 
might not have been the quickest students, they certainly had the presence of the 
Holy Spirit within them, giving them a desire for holiness and turning them away 
from sin, although certainly not infallibly.   

e.  Jesus knew that they knew enough by now not to expect to have their lusts 
fulfilled by this promise, as many faith-promise teachers would have you believe 
today.   

f.  You may pray and ask for what you want, if you do not doubt, but believe.  But 
you may only have this assurance by praying according to the will of God.   

g.  How can you know what His will is?  You must search His Word and pray His 
promises.  The faith that He has given you by His Spirit will enable you to 
apprehend and believe them.   

h.  This covers a great deal of what you might pray for.  But what about those areas 
in which the Word does not give you specific information, such as where to live, 
where to work, whom to marry?   

i.  The Bible does have much to say about these things, such as live in an area where 
you will be able to supply for your family, work in a job which supplies a 



5 

 

necessary service to your fellow man, marry only one who is opposite to you in 
gender (sadly, this must be borne in mind today!), one who is a fellow-believer, 
and one who believes essentially the same as you do about what the Bible teaches.   

j.  But even knowing these things, you may still have many to chose from.  What 
do you do then?   

k.  I believe here that you need to pray and ask God to give you guidance from good 
counsel and from His Providence.  He will give you insight through speaking 
with others, and He will give you certain opportunities through His divine 
guidance of your situations.  And once you have a reasonable apprehension of 
His will, you may pray without doubting and believe that what you have asked for 
will be answered.   

l.  But since there is still some room in some circumstances for a measure of doubt, 
we must be ready to say, “If it be your will, Lord.”   

m.  And since God does not always answer on our time table, we must always be 
content to wait for His appointed time, even as Abraham believed that God would 
give him the heir He had promised, even though he had to wait for another ten 
years.   

 
III.  But Christ Gives Us Yet One More Condition.   

A.  He says, “And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against 
anyone; so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your transgressions.   
1.  Whenever we pray, if we expect to be heard on high, we must forgive.   

a.  Why?  Because the lack of a forgiving heart is a sin, and when we sin, the Lord 
will not hear us.   

b.  Isaiah writes, “Behold, the LORD'S hand is not so short that it cannot save; 
neither is His ear so dull that it cannot hear.  But your iniquities have made a 
separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from 
you, so that He does not hear” (Isa. 59:1-2).   

 
2.  And so when we pray, we must forgive.   

a.  We must forgive anything and everything which anyone has committed against 
us.  There is no limit here.  You must forgive, whether or not he even asks for 
forgiveness.  Did any of those who crucified our Savior ask for His forgiveness 
before He prayed for them, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they 
are doing” (Luke 23:34)?  If Christ can forgive them, can’t you forgive your 
brethren their trespasses against you, or those even of your enemies?  Christ calls 
you to do just that!   

b.  When we sin against someone else, the Scripture tells us that we must go and be 
reconciled to that person before we can give to God our offerings.   

c.  But when they sin against us, we must take a much shorter route, with regard to 
our prayers, and forgive them as we come to God, or before.   

 
3.  If we do, then our heavenly Father will also forgive us.   

a.  He will forgive our unwillingness to forgive, if we repent of it.   
b.  Christ may have used this as an example because it is the most prevalent among 

men.  We are far too apt not to forgive.  But we must, if we expect to receive the 
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forgiveness of God.   
 

B.  Christ concludes, “But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven 
forgive your transgressions.”   
1.  What terrifying words these are, if we can really grasp their meaning.   
2.  If we do not forgive, then neither will our heavenly Father forgive us.  And if He 

does not forgive us, we will surely perish in hell forever.   
3.  Now I wouldn’t let the fact that this verse doesn’t appear in some of the early 

manuscripts give you any comfort, for the same sentence is repeated for us in 
Matthew 6:15, just following the Lord’s Prayer.   

4.  And don’t be misled by the fact that Jesus here calls God “your Father.”  God is the 
Father of all men (Eph. 3:14-15), in the sense that all derive their existence from 
Him, just as He is called the Savior of all men, but especially of believers, in the 
sense that every good thing they have to enjoy comes from Him (1 Tim. 4:10).   

5.  Christ says here that your heavenly Father will not forgive anyone whose heart is 
hardened and is not willing to forgive.  How can we reconcile this with the 
forgiveness of all sins that everyone in Christ enjoys?   
a.  It is in this way:  everyone who has truly experienced the grace of God will 

forgive the trespasses of those who sin against them.  They will not fail to do so.  
The Holy Spirit in them will convict them and not let them rest until they do.   

b.  Remember the parable Christ tells of the man who had the debt of 10,000 talents 
which is forgiven, but who refuses to forgive the man who owes him 100 denarii?  
Jesus said that that man was handed over to the torturers until he should pay back 
what was owed.  And then He ends by saying, “So shall My heavenly Father also 
do to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart” (Matt. 
18:35).   

c.  If your heart is so hard that it cannot overlook the comparatively small offenses 
of others, when God has forgiven you an infinite debt, then that debt has not been 
truly forgiven.  And if it is not forgiven, be warned, it will certainly drag you 
down into hell, where you will be tortured forever.   

d.  If that is the case with you, you must come to Christ to soften your heart and to 
give you the grace which will not only cleanse you of your sins, but give you a 
heart of grace to forgive others.   

e.  And so people of God, when you come to the Lord in prayer, ask, ask believing, 
ask without doubt for those things which the Lord has promised you and the 
things He has shown you that He wants you to have.   

f.  And when you pray, forgive, forgive everyone and forgive all, so that your Father 
may also freely forgive your transgressions in the bosom of Christ.  Amen.   


