
“Practice Hospitality” 
(Romans 12:13) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered the communion of saints.   
a.  Our union with Christ by faith.   

(i)  In His graces (gifts, righteousness), in His sufferings and death, but also in His 
resurrection life and glory.   

(ii)  But not His divinity.   
 
b.  Our communion with each other.   

(i)  In each other’s love.   
(ii)  In each other’s gifts, graces, and resources:  we are obligated to use what the 

Lord has given us to build up the whole body, spiritually and physically.   
(iii)  But as all that God has doesn’t become ours, neither does all that we have 

become each others.   
 

2.  Again, look at our relationship as an extended family.   
a.  The members of a family love and care for each other, use their resources to meet 

each other’s needs:  Parents/children; brothers/sisters.   
b.  This is what we are to do in and for the family of God.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But remember, our relationship in God’s family extends beyond this congregation.   
a.  God’s body is much larger.   
b.  It extends through every Christian denomination.   
c.  It goes beyond the border of the visible church.   
d.  We are bound together by one Spirit with believers throughout the world.   

 
2.  Our obligation to contribute to the needs of God’s people doesn’t end here.   

a.  The Lord wants us to do what we can to relieve suffering and meet the needs of those 
far away.   

b.  He wants us to do the same with those who are near.   
 

3.  This morning, Paul exhorts us to be ready to open our homes to provide comfort and 
substance to our brothers and sisters in Christ.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what is in view here?   
1.  The tricky part is defining “hospitality.”   

a.  We often think of this as opening our homes to friends.  That’s the way we use the 
word.   
(i)  Certainly, that would be an act of love; one way of contributing to the needs of 

the saints.   
(ii)  But that doesn’t appear to be what is in view here.   



2 

 
b.  Friberg defines this word as:  “Strictly, love for strangers or foreigners; hence, 

hospitality, kindness to strangers (RO 12.13).”   
c.  Lowe-Nida:  “to receive and show hospitality to a stranger, that is, someone who is 

not regarded as a member of the extended family or a close friend – ‘to show 
hospitality, to receive a stranger as a guest, hospitality.’”    

d.  Robert Haldane notes, “This does not mean, as it is generally now applied, social 
intercourse and conviviality among neighbors, but it means the receiving and 
entertaining of strangers at a distance from their own habitations” (Commentary on 
Romans).   

e.  And Albert Barnes writes, “This expression means that they should readily and 
cheerfully entertain strangers.”   

f.  Hospitality is opening your house and relieving the burdens of strangers.   
 

2.  Hospitality was very important in those days because of the culture:   
a.  Charles Hodge writes, “In times of persecution, and before the general institution of 

houses of entertainment, the importance of this precept would be at once felt.  In the 
East, where such houses are still rare, this duty is regarded as of the most sacred 
character.”   

b.  Adam Clarke writes that hospitality was “a very necessary virtue in ancient times, 
when houses of public accommodation were exceedingly scarce.  This exhortation 
might have for its object the apostles, who were all itinerants; and in many cases the 
Christians, flying before the face of persecution.”   

c.  Barnes notes, “This virtue is no less common in eastern nations at present than it was 
in the time of Christ.  It is eminently the virtue of oriental nations, of their ardent and 
open temperament.  It springs up naturally in countries thinly settled, where the sight 
of a stranger would be therefore peculiarly pleasant; in countries, too, where the 
occupation was chiefly to attend flocks, and where there was much leisure for 
conversation; and where the population was too sparse, and the travelers too 
infrequent, to justify inn-keeping as a business.  

d.  “From all these causes, it has happened that there are, properly speaking, no inns or 
taverns in the regions around Palestine.  It was customary, indeed, to erect places for 
lodging and shelter at suitable distances, or by the side of springs or watering-places, 
for travelers to lodge in.  But they are built at the public expense, and are 
unfurnished.  Each traveler carries his own bed and clothes and cooking utensils, and 
such places are merely designed as a shelter for caravans.  (See Robinson's Revision 
of Augustine Calmet’s Dictionary of the Bible, Art. Caravanserai.)  It is still so; and 
hence it becomes, in their view, a virtue of high order to entertain, at their own 
tables, and in their families, such strangers as may be traveling” (Barnes).   

e.  “‘The primitive Christians,’ says Calmet, ‘considered one principle part of their duty 
to consist in showing hospitality to strangers.  They were, in fact, so ready in 
discharging this duty, that the very heathen admired them for it.  They were 
hospitable to all strangers, but especially to those who were of the household of faith.  
Believers scarcely ever traveled without letters of communion, which testified the 
purity of their faith, and procured for them a favourable reception wherever the name 
of Jesus Christ was known’” (Calmet, Dict.).   

f.  “Calmet is also of opinion that the two minor epistles of John may be such letters of 
recommendation and communion. Comp. #2Jn 1:10.  It may be added, that it would 
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be particularly expected of Christians that they should show hospitality to the 
ministers of religion.  They were commonly poor; they received no fixed salary; they 
traveled from place to place; and they would be dependent for support on the 
kindness of those who loved the Lord Jesus Christ.  This was particularly intended 
by our Saviour's instructions on the subject, #Mt 10:11-13, 40-42” (Barnes).   

 
B.  Hospitality was something the saints practiced and something repeatedly exhorted.   

1.  Examples.   
a.  Abraham received the three visitors, “Now the Lord appeared to him by the oaks of 

Mamre, while he was sitting at the tent door in the heat of the day.   When he lifted 
up his eyes and looked, behold, three men were standing opposite him; and when he 
saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth, 
and said, ‘My lord, if now I have found favor in your sight, please do not pass your 
servant by.  Please let a little water be brought and wash your feet, and rest 
yourselves under the tree; and I will bring a piece of bread, that you may refresh 
yourselves; after that you may go on, since you have visited your servant.’  And they 
said, ‘So do, as you have said.’  So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah, and said, 
‘Quickly, prepare three measures of fine flour, knead it and make bread cakes.’  
Abraham also ran to the herd, and took a tender and choice calf and gave it to the 
servant, and he hurried to prepare it.  He took curds and milk and the calf which he 
had prepared, and placed it before them; and he was standing by them under the tree 
as they ate” (Gen. 18:1-8).   

b.  Lot received the two angels, “Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening as 
Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom.  When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them and 
bowed down with his face to the ground.  And he said, ‘Now behold, my lords, 
please turn aside into your servant's house, and spend the night, and wash your feet; 
then you may rise early and go on your way’” (Gen. 19:1-2).   

c.  This was Job’s practice, “If I have kept the poor from their desire, or have caused the 
eyes of the widow to fail, or have eaten my morsel alone, and the orphan has not 
shared it . . . Let my shoulder fall from the socket, and my arm be broken off at the 
elbow” (Job 31:16-17, 22).   

d.  It was practiced by many when Christ ministered, “Carry no purse, no bag, no shoes; 
and greet no one on the way.  And whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to 
this house.’  And if a man of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him; but if not, 
it will return to you.  And stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; 
for the laborer is worthy of his wages.  Do not keep moving from house to house.  
And whatever city you enter, and they receive you, eat what is set before you” (Luke 
10:4-8).   

 
2.  It was often exhorted.   

a.  By the author to the Hebrews, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
by this some have entertained angels without knowing it” (13:2).   

b.  By Peter, “Be hospitable to one another without complaint” (1 Pet. 4:9).   
c.  By Paul to the elders, “An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of 

one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2; Cf. 
Titus 1:8).   

d.  It is implied to be a virtuous act in what Jesus said to His disciples, “He who 
receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.  He 
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who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and 
he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a 
righteous man's reward.  And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these 
little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you he shall not lose his 
reward” (Matt. 10:40-42).   

e.  Jesus will commend those who practiced it and condemn those who didn’t at the 
Sheep and Goat Judgment:  “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from 
Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his 
angels; for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave 
Me nothing to drink; I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you 
did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me’” (Matt. 25:41-43).   

 
C.  Finally, it’s clear that this is something the Lord would have us continue to practice today.   

1.  It’s clear from the above.   
2.  It’s clear also from the following reasons.   

a.  Robert Haldane, in his commentary on Romans, writes, “This was a duty of peculiar 
necessity in the primitive times, when inns and places of entertainment were unusual.  
But it is a duty still; and the change of times and customs cannot set aside any of the 
precepts of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Christians ought hospitably to receive their 
brethren coming from a distance, and to assist them in their business.  We are here 
directed not only to practice hospitality, but, according to the import of the original, 
to follow or pursue it.  Christians are to seek opportunities of this manifesting love to 
their brethren.  In another place the Apostle enforces the same duty:  “Be not 
forgetful to entertain strangers; for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.”   

b.  And Barnes writes, “The duty of hospitality is still binding on Christians and all 
men.  The law of Christ is not repealed.  The customs of society are indeed changed; 
and one evidence of advancement in commerce and in security is furnished in the 
fact that inns are now provided and patronized for the traveler in all Christian lands.  
Still this does not lessen the obligations to show hospitality.  It is demanded by the 
very genius of the Christian religion; it evinces proper love towards mankind; it 
shows that there is a feeling of brotherhood and kindness towards others, when such 
hospitality is shown.  It unites society, creates new bonds of interest and affection, to 
show kindness to the stranger and to the poor.”   

c.  How much?  “To what extent this is to be done, is one of those questions which are 
to be left to every man's conscience and views of duty.  No rule can be given on the 
subject.  Many men have not the means to be extensively hospitable; and many are 
not placed in situations that require it.  No rules could be given that should be 
applicable to all cases; and hence the Bible has left the general direction, has 
furnished examples where it was exercised, has recommended it to mankind, and 
then has left every man to act on the rule, as he will answer it to God.  See #Mt 
25:34-46” (Barnes).   

d.  And so as the Lord gives us ability and opportunity, let’s do good to all men, 
especially to the household of faith and especially when they are strangers.  Amen.   


