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 Reference: REV 2:8-11 
 

 Church: GRACE Date: 5/28/00 

Letter to Smyrna 
 
Purpose: To consider suffering and poverty from a Biblical perspective and show 
how we need to look to our inheritance in Christ, not present circumstances. 
 

1. Introduction 
Some time ago started to look at the letters to the 7 churches. 
Saw intimate connection of Christ with His church 
Walks among the lamp stands 
Saw letters written to churches in different conditions 
Writes to the angel of each church – messenger – elder 
Saw letters are to all churches in all ages 
Christ knows exactly what each congregation is like 
Knows their struggles, triumphs, sufferings 
Began with Ephesus – lots of good deeds and endurance 
But had left their first love – needed to repent 
Come now to the next church - Smyrna 
Large and wealthy city 35 miles north of Ephesus 
Seaport - still exists in Turkey – Izmir 
Center for the imperial cult 
Temple to the goddess Rome dedicated before mid 2nd C B.C.  
Granted right to have a temple to Roman dignitaries A.D. 29 
Believers and others required to confess “Caesar is Lord” 
Bishop Polycarp martyred 155 A.D. 86 years after conversion 
Not an easy city in which to be a Christian 
It meant great suffering and persecution 
See nature of their trials, how Christ comforts and apply to us 

2. Great trials 

2.1. Tribulation and Poverty (vs 9) 
 “I know your tribulation and your poverty” 
They had been enduring much persecution 

Had suffered great loss already 
Probably not rich to begin with  
May well have lost employment on conversion 
Even what they had was destroyed/taken in persecutions 
Word for poverty is strong – often means “destitute” 
They were extremely poor in this world’s things  

2.2. Blasphemy/Slander 
One source of their persecution was the Jews 
Those who had rejected the Messiah 
And now turned upon believers 
No doubt thinking they were doing God’s work 

John 16:2-4 They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour 
is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to 
God.  3 These things they will do because they have not known the Father 
or Me.   

Jesus calls them the “Synagogue of Satan” 
Jews accused Christians to Rome 
Took Satan’s role as accuser of the brethren 
They enjoyed privileges from Rome 
Used their position to persecute the church 
Were being used by Satan to do his work 
For them to claim to be the true people of God was blasphemy 

2.3. More to come (vs 10) 
More intense persecution was coming 
Some would be thrown into prison 
Roman prisons were used to compel obedience, to confine until 
trial, or for detainment until execution 
Some will die – “be faithful unto death” 
Probably the persecution in which Polycarp martyred 

3. Great Comforts 
What a letter to receive from Christ! 
I know it’s bad – but it’s going to get worse in this passing age! 
So far from the spirit of our age 
Which says it should never be bad for believers. 
Yet there is great comfort and encouragement  
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Even in such a small letter 
And the focus of it is that this world is temporary, passing 
The unseen things are the reality 
Remember Biblical comfort is backbone! 

3.1. The Lord knows (v 9) 
“I know”  Tremendous comfort 
They did not have a remote, uninterested Savior 
He knows what it is to be poor 
He knows what it is to be persecuted  
He knows what it is to lay down His life 
He is not asking them to do more than He has done already 

3.2. They were rich, not poor 
The church was poor in the things of this world 
But Jesus tells them they are rich! 
They have tremendous spiritual wealth! 

James 2:5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of 
this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised 
to those who love Him? 

Rich in faith, in grace, in joy, love, peace 
Rich in their inheritance 
In fact, believers possess all things! 

2 Corinthians 6:10 as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making 
many rich, as having nothing yet possessing all things. 

These are the true riches – this is the reality 

3.3. The Lord is in control 
These trials are coming but they are under control 
Limited in extent – “some of you” 
Limited in time – “for ten days” 
What a comfort this is! Jesus is in control 
Head over all things for the church 

3.4. There is a gracious purpose  
Why were the trials coming?  To test their faith (vs 10)  
All this is coming so that they will be tested 
So that their faith can be purified and proved genuine 

Persecution and suffering is one way God does this 
They were to be refined in the fire of ordeals 
The dross purged away, gold comes forth in purity 

1 Peter 1:6-7 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, 
if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the 
proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, 
even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

God is glorified by the patient endurance of His people 
What a comfort to know these are not random events! 

3.5. There is nothing to fear 
“Do not fear” says Jesus 
The worst that could happen is their death 

Matthew 10:28 Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill 
the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell. 

Death would bring them to Christ’s presence 
And Jesus is the one who has overcome death! 
He is First and Last; was dead but is alive (vs 8) 

3.6. There will be a glorious reward 
“Be faithful to death” 
Means – whatever happens, remain faithful 

3.6.1. They would not be hurt by the second 
death 

First death – death of body 
Second death – everlasting death of the soul 

Revelation 20:14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death, the lake of fire. 

3.6.2. The crown of life – crown is sign of 
victory! 

Life is eternal life – contrast 10 days of suffering! 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our 
outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.  
17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of 
glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while we look not at the things which 
are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are 
seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
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4. Great Application 

4.1. Understand what true riches are 
We live in a wealthy society which wants to be wealthier 
Personal wealth is the goal and the measure of our success 
“Who wants to be a millionaire?”  glorifies personal wealth 
Makes it an exciting and desirable thing to be rich 
This view has penetrated the church also 
According to many teachers, Jesus should have said  
“I know you are poor – it’s because you lack faith” 
“I know you are poor – and that is not my will for you” 
But He didn’t say this 
And how could He, when there are passages like this in Scripture: 

Matthew 6:24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and wealth. 
Matthew 13:22 And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, 
this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world and the 
deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 
1 Timothy 6:9-10 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a 
snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin 
and destruction.  10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and 
some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs. 

How can these teachers claim to be preaching from God’s Word? 
They are liars! They are deceivers! 
Money is deceitful –fools you to think it will solve all problems 
In fact it chokes God’s Word and makes a believer unfruitful 
Money is seductive – it lures people away from Christ 

Matthew 19:23 And Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly I say to you, it is 
hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 

We are not to live for this world’s things – passing, fickle 
The reality is we are rich!  We possess all things in Christ 
We are to look beyond to the next world 
 
What of you this morning? 
Is your heart in this world or the next? 
Is your mind fixed on earthly things or things above? 

4.2. See the spiritual side of suffering 
Most of us either are suffering now or will 

If we press on after Christ we will be persecuted 
2 Timothy 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted. 

The message of the Gospel is not freedom from suffering  
In fact Bible shows that a Christian will know more suffering here 
No matter what the false teachers tell you 
Those who say a believer should know no trouble or pain 
 
Maybe you are knowing persecution, pain, suffering today 
What is the message of this passage to you? 
Lift up your eyes - see the joy set before you 
Walk in the steps of your Savior, the Man of Sorrows 
He knows our suffering – intimately 
He is not remote and untouched by it 
He is sympathetic High Priest 
He is in control – working all things after counsel of His own will 
He desires only what is best for us – there is a gracious purpose 
To test our faith and prove it genuine 
To drive us closer to Christ 
To wean us off the world and fit us for heaven 
Not victims of random, meaningless events 
We should not be afraid, no matter what assails us 
Our trials are light and momentary compared with glory to come 
Our Savior has conquered death itself 
We cannot be hurt by the second death if we are His! 
Like the church at Smyrna, we have nothing to fear 

5. Conclusions 
Did the letter comfort and strengthen the church at Smyrna? 
Account of Polycarp’s martyrdom – probably the angel 
Christians – get your eyes off this world 
Do not listen to its false messages 
Fix your eyes on things above 
We have solid joys and lasting treasures – but not here 
We are strangers and pilgrims here – it is not our home 
Unbelievers – remember the lake of fire 
Without Christ, you will be hurt by it! Come to Him now 


