
“Peter’s Vision” 
(Acts 10:9-23)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’re looking at the beginning of the Lord’s plan to bring the Gentiles to faith in 
Christ.   
a.  There had been other Gentiles saved before now, but the Lord had not initiated His 

plan specifically to reach them.   
b.  Now that Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria were substantially reached with the Gospel, 

now that the Lord had gathered a good many of His elect in those areas and churches 
were established to reach the rest of His lost sheep, He begins to look towards the 
sheep that were not of this fold (John 10:16).   

c.  They needed to hear the Shepherd’s voice as well that they might be gathered into 
His flock:  the church.   

 
2.  We saw this morning that He had determined to begin with Cornelius.   

a.  Cornelius was a Roman, a Gentile from Italy, a Centurion – the commander of a 
hundred men – whose garrison was quartered in Caesarea.   

b.  But he was no ordinary Gentile – at least from God’s perspective:   
(i)  The Lord had already begun a work in his heart, moving him by His grace to 

adopt the Jewish religion.   
(ii)  He was not a full proselyte or convert:  he hadn’t been circumcised, otherwise, 

he would be a Jew.   
(iii)  But he feared the Lord, along with his household, he gave money to the poor – 

especially the poor Jews surrounding him – and he prayed to God continually.   
(iv)  Under the Old Covenant, he would have been saved, but not under the New.   

(a)  Old Covenant believers were saved by trusting in the One the Lord promised 
to send.   

(b)  But New Covenant believers must trust in the promised One who had come.   
(c)  Cornelius had not yet learned about Jesus, but he needed to if he and his 

household were to be justified and reach heaven.   
 

c.  We saw how the Lord had begun to move Peter in Cornelius’ direction:   
(i)  First, by granting peace to the churches that he might go out and minister to 

them.   
(ii)  Second, through the healing of Aeneas at Lydda.   
(iii)  Third, by allowing Tabitha to die that Peter might raise her in Joppa.   
 

d.  Now with Peter in a city near Caesarea, he begins to work with Cornelius to reach 
out to Peter.   
(i)  Cornelius apparently didn’t know about Peter.   
(ii)  He certainly didn’t know he was in Joppa.   
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(iii)  And so for this meeting to take place, the Lord sent an angel to Cornelius while 
he was praying.   
(a)  The angel told him that the Lord had taken notice of his alms and prayers, 

since they were offered in faith, only by the grace of God.   
(b)  Therefore, he was to send to Joppa, after Peter, who would come and bring 

him a message by which he and his household would be saved.   
(c)  Cornelius didn’t hesitate, but immediately sent his messengers to find Peter.  

The matter was too important to delay.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we see the other obstacle that needed to be overcome for the Lord to 
bring these Gentiles to saving faith in Christ:  Peter’s bigotry.   
a.  The Lord had to prepare Peter to receive these messengers.   

(i)  The Lord had told Cornelius what he was to do:  send for Peter.   
(ii)  But there was a problem:  would Peter come?   

(a)  Peter would never turn down an opportunity to preach the Gospel.   
(b)  But the Law prohibited Jews from associating with foreigners (v. 28) and 

required them to live separated lives with their kind – this had been engrained 
in Peter since his birth.   

(c)  When Jesus was delivered to Pilate for judgment, the Jews wouldn’t enter the 
Praetorium [the Roman governor’s house], so they would not be defiled, that 
they might eat the Passover (John 18:28).   

(d)  Peter had to overcome this view of the Gentiles and realize the Lord was now 
bringing them into His kingdom.   

(e)  Even though the OT spoke of Gentile salvation and of their being brought into 
the church, Peter still did not understand it – but now the Lord was about to 
reveal it to him.   

 
b.  The Lord did this by giving him a vision, in much the same way He prepared 

Ananias to minister to Saul.   
c.  Even though Paul had been called to be the apostle to the Gentiles, Peter was chosen 

to break the ice first – perhaps because of the strong separation the native Jews felt 
against the Gentiles (Peter was a native Jew), as well as the fact that there were 
Gentiles living in Palestine who were nearer to Judaism than those far off.   

 
2.  We’ll want to consider two things:   

a.  First, Peter’s vision preparing him to minister to the Gentiles.   
b. Second, the beginning of that vision’s fulfillment in the arrival of the messengers.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider the vision the Lord gave Peter as He was preparing him to minister to 
the Gentiles.   
1.  First, we see the circumstances surrounding the vision.   

a.  The Lord brought it to him as the messengers were approaching the city.   
(i)  Peter didn’t know they were coming and they didn’t know he was praying.   
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(ii)  The Lord was bringing all the details together in His time, which is why we need 
to be careful not to force things to happen, but to wait for the Lord’s timing.   

 
b.  Peter had gone to the house top to pray at about the sixth hour, or about noon.   

(i)  Prayer appeared to be an important part of his daily routine, as it should be of 
ours.  He had so much to do in the Lord’s service and so much responsibility that 
he couldn’t neglect it.   

(ii)  E. M Bounds, in his book entitled Power through Prayer, once wrote, “The men 
who have most fully illustrated Christ in their character, and have most 
powerfully affected the world for him, have been men who spent so much time 
with God as to make it a notable feature of their lives. Charles Simeon devoted 
the hours from four till eight in the morning to God. Mr. Wesley spent two hours 
daily in prayer. He began at four in the morning. Of him, one who knew him well 
wrote: ‘He thought prayer to be more his business than anything else, and I have 
seen him come out of his closet with a serenity of face next to shining.’ John 
Fletcher stained the walls of his room by the breath of his prayers. Sometimes he 
would pray all night; always, frequently, and with great earnestness. His whole 
life was a life of prayer. ‘I would not rise from my seat,’ he said, ‘without lifting 
my heart to God.’ His greeting to a friend was always: ‘Do I meet you praying?’ 
Luther said: ‘If I fail to spend two hours in prayer each morning, the devil gets the 
victory through the day.  I have so much business I cannot get on without 
spending three hours daily in prayer.’ He had a motto: ‘He that has prayed well 
has studied well.’”   

(iii)  Peter had chosen the roof that he might be alone with the Lord in prayer.   
 

2.  But as we saw this morning, it is most often in prayer that the Lord speaks to us.   
a.  The Lord gave Cornelius his vision while he was praying.  The same is true now of 

Peter.   
b.  While he was praying, Peter became hungry and wanted something to eat.   

(i)  While they were preparing food for him, he had a vision.  As we’ll see, there was 
a connection between his hunger and the vision the Lord gave him.   

(ii)  This vision was more along the lines of what we see the Lord giving the 
prophets in Scripture – not so plain as it was to Cornelius, but in dark sayings 
(Num. 12:6-8).   

(iii)  He saw the sky open up – this showed that this commission was coming from 
heaven, from the Lord, and that it was a mystery that the Lord was now going to 
make known – and a great sheet was lowered by its four corners to the ground – 
the four corners perhaps referring to the four corners of the earth.   

(iv)  There were all kinds of animals, crawling creatures and birds on it, with the 
command to Peter to get up, kill and eat them:  Peter was hungry, he was waiting 
for lunch, now it was served.   

 
c.  The problem with these animals was that they were unclean – contrary to the dietary 

laws given through Moses.   
(i)  Peter, being a good Jew, had never eaten such animals.   
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(ii)  Perhaps he thought the Lord was testing him, and so he answered, “By no 
means, Lord, for I have never eaten anything unholy and unclean” (v. 14).   

(iii)  He wasn’t going to set aside God’s Law so easily, even though a voice from 
heaven commanded him to do so.   

(iv)  In 2 Maccabees 7, there is the story of seven brothers who were cruelly tortured 
and killed by Antiochus because they refused to break God’s Law by eating pork.  
Peter must have been aware of this as well as other instances and therefore 
refused at first to eat.   

(v)  The dietary law may have had more than one purpose:   
(a)  As a health measure, since the things forbidden were those most likely to 

carry disease.   
(b)  But also as a means to keep the Jews separate from the nations, since they 

were forbidden to eat things the Gentiles would normally eat.   
(c)  It’s in this second sense that the Lord is showing Peter that He is now 

preparing to receive the Gentiles, first, by taking away this dietary restriction, 
and second, by pronouncing the Gentiles to be clean in Christ.   

(d)  The Lord spoke to him a second time telling him that what God has cleansed, 
he must no longer consider to be unholy (v. 15).   

 
d.  God has the authority to repeal certain laws when He wills.   

(i)  The Moral Law – the Ten Commandments – can never change:  it will always be 
the perfect standard of holiness, of holy love.  Their morality is self-evident.   

(ii)  But there positive laws which are to be kept only because God commands them:  
their morality is not self-evident, such as the command to eat or not eat certain 
kinds of food, or to wear certain kinds of cloth mixed together, or to sow certain 
kinds of seed together in a field, etc.   

(iii)  Through this vision we understand that the dietary laws have finished their 
purpose and have been abrogated.   

(iv)  We may now eat foods that were before unclean and forbidden to the Jews.   
(v)  And along with the removal of this law, we need to see that the Lord was 

breaking down the middle wall of partition between the Jews and Gentiles.   
(vi)  By the way, we should also consider this to be true of anyone the Lord cleanses 

through faith in Christ – no matter who they are or what they have done, if they 
have trusted Jesus Christ, their sins are forgiven, they are in Christ, acceptable to 
God in the Beloved, and therefore ought to be acceptable to us.  Sometimes we 
shrink back from people because of their background and past sins.  But if the 
Lord has accepted them, who are we to reject them?   

 
e.  This lowering of the sheet was done three times, and then it was taken back up into 

heaven.   
(i)  It was done three times to confirm that what the Lord said was true, as He also 

showed Pharaoh two visions to confirm the famine to him.   
(ii)  Not only would the Gentiles enter the church, but they would also become the 

heirs of heaven through Jesus Christ, without becoming Jews.   
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B.  Second, let’s consider briefly the beginning of that vision’s fulfillment in the arrival of 
Cornelius’ messengers (vv. 17-23).   
1.  Peter didn’t understand the meaning of the vision.   

a.  Again, it wasn’t as straightforward as the one the Lord gave to Cornelius.   
b.  This one was symbolic.   

(i)  Peter knew it was from heaven, but didn’t know what it meant.   
(ii)  Often the Lord doesn’t reveal His plan all at once, but only a bit at a time, 

especially when He is about to bring a great change.   
 

2.  But the Lord didn’t leave him in the dark for long.   
a.  While he was meditating on the vision, the messengers from Cornelius found their 

way to Peter and were at the gate calling to know whether Peter was staying there.   
b.  Before Peter knew they were there, the Spirit told him they were and that he should 

go with them without hesitation, since He – the Spirit – was the One who sent them.   
(i)  Again notice the personality of the Spirit.   
(ii)  He is not an impersonal force, but One who makes choices and issues 

commands.   
(iii)  The reason we don’t know more about Him than we do is because His work in 

redemption is to call attention to Jesus, not to Himself.   
(iv)  But He is a divine person, fully God, and fully deserving of our worship and 

praise.   
 

c.  Peter listened to the Spirit, and went down.   
(i)  When he did, he found they were Gentiles.    
(ii)  He didn’t reject them, reprove them, or send them away, but asked them why 

they had come.   
 

d.  They explained that Cornelius – a man Peter had never met – a centurion – a Gentile 
soldier in Caesar’s army – one who feared the Lord and was well spoken of by all the 
Jews, was divinely directed to send for him that he might accompany them to 
Cornelius and deliver a message to them.   
(i)  They didn’t know what that message was, but they knew it was important and 

were words by which their household would be saved (11:14).   
(ii)  Peter realized that the Lord was opening the meaning of the vision to him and 

that he should not reject these men.   
(iii)  And so he invited them in and gave them lodging, which most likely included 

sitting down to a meal – the meal Peter was waiting for when he had this vision.   
(iv)  Next week, we’ll see how the Lord uses Peter to bring the Gospel to Cornelius 

and his house with the result that they are all brought into God’s kingdom.   
(v)  But for now let’s remember two things:   

(a)  To thank the Lord that He decided to show mercy to Gentiles.   
(b)  To pray that the Lord would give us the grace we need by His Spirit to 

become what He intends us to be in Christ, that we might glorify and honor 
Him for His great salvation.  Amen.   


