
“Of the Perseverance of the Saints” 
(WCF 17.1-3) 

 
 
 
WCF 17.1  They, whom God hath accepted in His Beloved, effectually called and sanctified by His 
Spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace; but shall certainly persevere 
therein to the end, and be eternally saved.   
I.  Can a true believer ever be lost?  No.  All true believers will persevere to the end of their lives 

and finally enter into heaven.   
A.  What is a true believer?   

1.  One whom God has accepted in Christ.   
2.  One who has been effectually called.   
3.  One who has been sanctified by the Holy Spirit.   

 
B.  Can a true believer ever be lost?   

1.  A true believer can fall away for a time, but never fully or finally.   
a.  Example:  the apostles:  “Then Jesus said to them, ‘You will all fall away because of Me this 

night, for it is written, “I will strike down the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be 
scattered”’” (Matt. 26:31; cf. vv. 33-34).   

b.  Example:  Peter:  “But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he 
stood condemned.  For prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with 
the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the 
party of the circumcision.  The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that 
even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy” (Gal. 2:11-13).   

 
2.  He will persevere in grace to the end and be saved.   

a.  Notice, he will persevere in grace, not in sin.   
(i)  The Bible teaches the saint will perseverance in holiness.   
(ii)  “No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he 

cannot sin, because he is born of God” (1 John 3:9).   
 

b.  God will complete the work of holiness He begins in the believer.   
(i)  “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will 

perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6).   
(ii)  “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life 

to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  My 
Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them 
out of the Father's hand” (John 10:27-29).   

 
WCF 17.2  This perseverance of the saints depends not upon their own free will, but upon the 
immutability of the decree of election, flowing from the free and unchangeable love of God the 
Father; upon the efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ; the abiding of the Spirit, 
and of the seed of God within them; and the nature of the covenant of grace:  from all which ariseth 
also the certainty and infallibility thereof.   
II.  Does the saint’s perseverance depend on his own ability?  No.  God is the one who preserves 

him.   
A.  We will persevere because of the unchangeable character of God’s decree.   

1.  The Father chose whom He would save.   
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a.  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him” (Eph. 1:3-4).   

b.  “Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, ‘The Lord knows those 
who are His,’ and, ‘Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from 
wickedness’” (2 Timothy 2:19).   

 
2.  His choice was based on His free and unchangeable love toward us.   

a.  It was not based on our choice, or what He would see in us, but on His choice:   
(i)  “That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the 

promise are regarded as descendants. . . .  And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, 
when she had conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac; for though the twins were 
not yet born and had not done anything good or bad, so that God's purpose according to 
His choice would stand, not because of works but because of Him who calls, it was said 
to her, ‘The older will serve the younger.’  Just as it is written, ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I 
hated’” (Rom. 9:8, 10-13).   

(ii)  “For He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I have compassion.’  So then it does not depend on the man who 
wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy” (vv. 15-16; cf. 1 Cor. 1:30-31, 
John 17:24).   

 
b.  It was based on the love He had for us.   

(i)  “In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, which 
He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved” (Eph. 1:4-6).   

(ii)  “The Lord appeared to him from afar, saying, ‘I have loved you with an everlasting 
love; therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness’” (Jer. 31:3).   

 
3.  His choice will never change:  “For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable” (Rom. 

11:29).   
 
B.  We will persevere because of the merit of Christ’s work and the efficacy of His intercession.   

1.  Christ has cleansed us through His sacrifice:  “By this will we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  Every priest stands daily ministering and 
offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; but He, having 
offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that 
time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet.  For by one offering He has 
perfected for all time those who are sanctified” (Heb. 10:10-14).   

2.  And He continues to keep us in His grace through His prayers for us.   
a.  “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but I have 

prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, 
strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22: 31-32).   

b.  “Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since 
He always lives to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).   

c.  “Who will bring a charge against God's elect?  God is the one who justifies; who is the one 
who condemns?  Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right 
hand of God, who also intercedes for us” (Rom. 8:33-34; cf. John 17).   
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C.  We will persevere because of the Spirit’s work within us.   
1.  “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 

that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know 
Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you” (John 14:16-17).   

2.  “No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, 
because he is born of God” (1 John 3:9; cf. 2:27).   

 
D.  We will persevere because of the nature of the covenant of grace.   

1.  The Covenant of Grace provides that God’s people will not turn away from Him:  “I will make 
an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; and I 
will put the fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn away from Me” (Jer. 32:40).   

2.  In the Covenant of Grace, we are the reward the Father has promised to give His Son:  “But the 
Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; if He would render Himself as a guilt 
offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, and the good pleasure of the Lord 
will prosper in His hand” (Isa. 53:10).   

3.  The Lord will never allow us to perish:   
a.  “And I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out 

of My hand” (John 10:28).   
b.  “But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one” (2 Thes. 

3:3).   
 

4.  What about those who do leave the faith:  “They went out from us, but they were not really of 
us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it 
would be shown that they all are not of us” (1 John 2:19).   

 
WCF 17.3  Nevertheless, they may, through the temptations of Satan and of the world, the 
prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the neglect of the means of their preservation, fall 
into grievous sins; and, for a time, continue therein:  whereby they incur God's displeasure, and 
grieve His Holy Spirit, come to be deprived of some measure of their graces and comforts; have 
their hearts hardened, and their consciences wounded; hurt and scandalize others, and bring 
temporal judgments upon themselves.   
III.  Does this mean that a true believer will never fall into sin?  A true Christian may fall into sin 

and suffer many things in this life.   
A.  How do Christians fall into sin?   

1.  We can be tempted by Satan and the world:   
a.  Satan’s attacks:  “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls 

around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).   
b.  The world’s intimidations:  “But he denied it before them all, saying, ‘I do not know what 

you are talking about.’  When he had gone out to the gateway, another servant-girl saw him 
and said to those who were there, ‘This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.’  And again he 
denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’  A little later the bystanders came up and 
said to Peter, ‘Surely you too are one of them; for even the way you talk gives you away.’  
Then he began to curse and swear, ‘I do not know the man!’  And immediately a rooster 
crowed” (Matt. 26:70-74).   

 
2.  Indwelling corruption may gain the upper hand:   

a.  “For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in 
opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please” (Gal. 5:17).   

b.  “Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the 
air; but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I 
myself will not be disqualified” (1 Cor. 9:26-27).   
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3.  Neglect of the means of grace may make us fall prey to the enemy:  “Finally, be strong in the 

Lord and in the strength of His might.  Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to 
stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.  Therefore, take up the full armor of God, 
so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.  
Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; in addition 
to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God.  With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in 
view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints” (Eph. 6:10-18).   

4.  Through these, the true believer may fall into and continue in sin for a while, but not 
indefinitely:   
a.  “No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, 

because he is born of God” (1 John 3:9).   
b.  “When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long.  

For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my vitality was drained away as with the 
fever heat of summer.  I acknowledged my sin to You, and my iniquity I did not hide; I said, 
‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’; and You forgave the guilt of my sin” (Psalm 
32:3-5).   

 
B.  What are the consequences the Christian must face in this world for sin?   

1.  God’s displeasure:  “You meet him who rejoices in doing righteousness, who remembers you in 
Your ways.  Behold, You were angry, for we sinned, we continued in them a long time; and 
shall we be saved?  For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, 
take us away.  There is no one who calls on Your name, who arouses himself to take hold of 
You; for You have hidden Your face from us and have delivered us into the power of our 
iniquities.  But now, O Lord, You are our Father, we are the clay, and You our potter; and all of 
us are the work of Your hand.  Do not be angry beyond measure, O Lord, nor remember 
iniquity forever; behold, look now, all of us are Your people” (Isaiah 64:5-9).   

2.  Grieving the Holy Spirit:  “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for 
the day of redemption” (Eph. 4:30).   

3.  Loss of some measure of our graces and comforts:  “Make me to hear joy and gladness, let the 
bones which You have broken rejoice.  Hide Your face from my sins and blot out all my 
iniquities.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not 
cast me away from Your presence and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the 
joy of Your salvation and sustain me with a willing spirit” (Psalm 51:8-12).   

4.  Our hearts may be hardened:  “Why, O Lord, do You cause us to stray from Your ways and 
harden our heart from fearing You?  Return for the sake of Your servants, the tribes of Your 
heritage” (Isa. 63:17).   

5.  Our consciences may be wounded:  “When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away 
through my groaning all day long.  For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my 
vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer” (Psalm 32:3-4).   

6.  We may injure or provoke others:  “However, because by this deed you have given occasion to 
the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also that is born to you shall surely die” (2 Sam. 
12:14).   

7.  We may receive temporal judgments:  “But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord 
so that we will not be condemned along with the world” (1 Cor. 11:32).   


