
“Paul’s Testimony” 
(Acts 22:1-21)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered that Paul’s attempt to do something good – accommodate 
himself to the weakness of the believing Jews so that he might minister to them – turn 
into what appeared to be something bad.   
a.  As he was finishing the seven days of purification, he was spotted by some Jews that 

had come from Asia – the feast of Pentecost brought Jews from all over the Roman 
Empire; these were the Jews who had just seen him when he was in Ephesus.   

b.  When they recognized who he was, they immediately seized him, dragged him out of 
the Temple, and began beating him, intending to kill him.   

 
2.  But this sad turn of events was planned by the Lord to bring good results.   

a.  The riot drew the attention of the Roman Commander, who immediately came to put 
a stop to it and to rescue Paul.   

b.  He bound Paul and was going to take him into the barracks; but when he found that 
Paul wasn’t who he thought he was – not the Egyptians who lead a revolt some time 
ago, but a Jew – he gave Paul permission to speak to the crowd.   

c.  This is another example of how the Lord uses the evil actions of men to bring about 
His good results – they had intended this to kill Paul, but God had planned this that 
they might hear Paul.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  The interesting thing here is what Paul says to them once he has this opportunity:   
a.  He doesn’t present the Gospel to them in his usual way:  there’s nothing about the 

life, death and resurrection of Christ – perhaps because he’s already testified of this 
truth everywhere, and they already know.   

b.  He doesn’t perform a miracle to prove that he is speaking for God – perhaps because 
of the Jewish reaction to miracles – not allowing the miracles to verify Christianity, 
but finding fault with them to falsify it.   

c.  Instead, he gives them his personal testimony, something any one of us here can also 
do.   

 
2.  This morning, we’re going to consider the four elements here of Paul’s testimony:   

a.  His life before Christ.   
b.  His conversion.   
c.  His call.   
d.  And his life after Christ.   
e.  As we go through these elements, we’ll also see that Paul goes out of his way to 

relate to his audience, something we need to strive to do as well.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, Paul tells his audience something of his life before Christ.   
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1.  Notice that this testimony is his “defense” (v. 1).   
a.  He’s going to defend the truth of the Gospel through the evidence of a changed life – 

a subjective experience can still be objective proof, if it changes your life:  “By this 
all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 
13:35).   

b.  He also gives this testimony in Hebrew (v. 2), not to keep the Roman Commander 
from understanding, but to make it more acceptable to the Jews:  he also calls them 
brethren and fathers.   

c.  We’ll see more of this personal touch, drawing his audience in.   
d.  Apparently it worked, since when they heard him speaking in Hebrew, they quieted 

down.   
 

2.  Now that he has their attention, he tells them first about his life before Christ:   
a.  Notice, he does his best to identify with them, to let them know he is one of their 

own, from the same background, a child of the same Law.   
(i)  He tells them that he too is a Jew (v. 3), born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up 

in Jerusalem, the city of God, the center of Judaism.   
(ii)  He was even educated under Gamaliel, a well respected Rabbi, and brought up 

strictly according to the law:  zealous for God, as they themselves were.   
 

b.  Because of his zeal, he, like them, persecuted those who belonged to the Way – an 
early reference to Christianity (vv. 4-6).   
(i)  He was so zealous, he captured, imprisoned and put to death those who followed 

it – he calls the high priest and Council of elders to bear witness to this fact.   
(ii)  He even went beyond his contemporaries, requesting letters from the elders to 

persecute Christians in other cities, such as Damascus, and having received the 
letters, he started off to imprison and punish all he might find there.   

 
3.  We can stop here and see two things:   

a.  First, to accommodate our message to our audience.   
(i)  E.g., I was an unbeliever like you, I didn’t think anyone could prove Christianity 

was true.   
(ii)  Or like you, I was involved in Roman Catholicism, I thought all Protestants were 

wrong.   
(iii)  Or I was a pleasure seeker like you, I thought I would find my ultimate 

satisfaction in that.    
(iv)  Perhaps we can find a point of contact with them from our experience, to show 

them we can relate.   
(v)  It has the effect of drawing them in, to make them interested.   
(vi)  We can’t do miracles, so we need to do something to get their attention.   
 

b.  Second, we need to remember what we were really like prior to Christ.   
(i)  The fact that we were sinners, without hope, and enemies of God, should humble 

us.   
(ii)  The Lord may have restrained our sin more than Paul’s – maybe we weren’t 

trying to destroy the church – but we certainly had the same spirit:  we would 
have wanted to do the same things if the Lord had not restrained us.   
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(iii)  We must never forget what the Lord did for us, but use it to glorify Him.   
 
B.  Second, Paul tells his audience of some of the events leading to his conversion.   

1.  He begins where the change begins, with his encounter with Jesus.   
a.  As he approached Damascus, about noon when the sun was high, something brighter 

than the sun shone around him from heaven, causing him to fall from his horse (v. 6-
7).   

b.  While in this humbled position, he heard a voice calling to him, “Saul, Saul, why are 
you persecuting Me?”   
(i)  Not recognizing the voice, he said, “Who are You, Lord?” (v. 8):  “Lord” 

because he immediately recognized from this experience the presence of someone 
quite powerful and supernatural.   

(ii)  He was undoubtedly surprised by the answer:  “I am Jesus the Nazarene, whom 
you are persecuting.”   

(iii)  The One he had hated, the One he thought a false prophet and a blasphemer, 
was in fact the “Lord.”   

(iv)  This was a private revelation – those with him saw the light, heard a noise, but 
did not understand what He was saying (v. 9).  There might not be too much use 
in calling them to witness what Paul had seen and heard – they could verify the 
light and sound, but not the presence of Christ.   

 
c.  In his humble state, Paul asked the Lord what He wanted him to do.   

(i)  The Lord simply told him to get up and complete his trip to Damascus.   
(ii)  There would be, however, a change of plans:  He would no longer go there to 

imprison and drag Christians back to Jerusalem – but to preach the Gospel he 
once tried to destroy.  All this would be told him there.   

(iii)  But, being blinded by the light – perhaps as a reminder to him that up until now 
he had been spiritually blind – he was led into the city by those with him.   

 
d.  Not long after this, a man by the name of Ananias, also a devout man according to 

the Law, and well-spoken of by the Jews who lived in Damascus came to him, and 
pronounced the words of healing, “Brother Saul, receive your sight”, and 
immediately he regained his sight (vv. 12-13).   
(i)  Again notice how Paul relates Ananias with his audience to win their better 

judgment:  a devout man according to the Law; and how this devout man called 
him, “Brother Saul.”   

(ii)  And notice the miracle associated with his conversion:  he was blind, but now by 
God’s grace, he was made to see.   

 
2.  This has to be a part of our testimony as well:  we were blind, but now we see.   

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ hasn’t appeared to us personally or in bodily form.   
b.  But He has appeared to us – first to humble us as King and Judge through the Law.   

(i)  The purpose of the Law is to show us His holy standard, so that we can see how 
short we fall, to humble us.   

(ii)  Until we are humbled, we won’t be in a position to see our blindness and 
spiritual bankruptcy.   
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(iii)  Until we are knocked off our high horse of pride, we won’t see our need for the 
Savior.   

(iv)  But once we are, we are in a better position to receive Him (drowning/life 
preserver).   

 
C.  Third, Paul goes on to tell them of his conversion and call.   

1.  First, his call (vv. 14-15).   
a.  He tells the Jews what Ananias said to him, how he prophesied over him, that God – 

notice, the God of our fathers – had appointed him to know His will, to see the 
Righteous One – the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ – and to hear Him speak.   

b.  He was to be a witness of what he had seen and heard and to testify of it (which he 
was then doing).   
(i)  Now Paul’s was a special call:  to be an apostle – to be an apostle, one had to see 

the risen Christ and be personally called by Him to bear witness to His 
resurrection.   

(ii)  We are not called to be apostles, there were only twelve apostles of the Lamb – 
any who claim to be apostles today are seriously mistaken – but we are called to 
be witnesses, of what we have seen and heard.   
(a)  We have not seen Jesus’ resurrection body, but we have seen Him spiritually, 

through faith.   
(b)  We have not heard His voice audibly, but we have heard Him speak by His 

Word and Spirit.   
(c)  This is what we have witnessed, and this is what we are called to bear witness 

of.   
 

2.  Second, we see what appears to be his conversion (v. 16).   
a.  Ananias told him he needed to be baptized – to receive the sign of the New 

Covenant.  But he also needed to call on the name of the Lord to take away his sins.   
(i)  In the original language, he literally says, “Rising up, submit yourself to baptism, 

and calling upon His name, wash away your sins.”   
(ii)  Baptism didn’t wash away his sins:  it was a sign of the grace that does.   
(iii)  It appears in the early Church that those who heard and believed the Gospel 

would submit themselves to baptism, while looking to the Lord for His 
forgiveness and cleansing.   

(iv)  This is what Peter seems to have in mind, when he says, “Corresponding to that, 
baptism now saves you – not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to 
God for a good conscience – through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 
3:21).   

 
b.  Paul needed to do this quickly and without delay.   

(i)  It almost appears that Ananias was evangelizing Paul in the same way that Peter 
evangelized the Jews on the Day of Pentecost:  “Repent, and each of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).   

(ii)  This is the Gospel call:  call on the Lord now and wash away your sins; do not 
delay; and be baptized:  receive the sign of that conversion and of God’s 
covenant.   
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c.  This was Paul’s testimony:  Once he was blind, but now, by the grace of Christ, he 

sees.   
(i)  Our conversion may not have been as dramatic as Paul’s, but the change is the 

same.  We once walked in darkness, but the Lord opened our eyes.   
(ii)  Those who knew us before, know there’s been a change.   
(iii)  Paul appeals to the work the Lord wrought in him as evidence of the truth of 

Christianity.   
(iv)  That’s what we are to do.   

 
D.  Finally, Paul tells them of his life after Christ and His commission to the Gentiles (vv. 17-

21).   
1.  He returned to Jerusalem, and while praying in the Temple (showing again that he had 

no qualms about going to the house of God, the house of prayer, and supplicating 
heaven), the Lord appeared to him in a vision, warning him that the Jews would not 
accept his testimony about Jesus – perhaps to stand as a warning to these Jews not to do 
the same – and that he should leave Jerusalem quickly – the Lord doesn’t always will 
that His people be martyred.   
a.  Paul very reverently questions whether this is necessary, thinking that perhaps his 

change of heart from being a Christian hater – imprisoning and beating those who 
believed in Christ and supporting the decision to put Stephen – to one who now 
stood to testify of His grace and mercy, would be sufficient evidence for them to 
listen.   

b.  But Jesus commands him to leave – they won’t listen – He has another task for him:  
to take the Gospel to the Gentiles, something Ananias knew the Lord was calling him 
to (Acts 9:15), but perhaps something Paul wasn’t aware of until this incident at 
Jerusalem.   

c.  And Paul left:  he was obedient to the Lord’s call.   
 

2.  Along with the opening of our eyes, there needs to be a new direction/purpose to our 
lives.   
a.  We were going one way – the way of destruction – but now we are walking on a new 

path – the path of obedience.   
b.  Our obedience is objective evidence of the truth of Christianity.   

 
3.  And so here we have the parts of our testimony:   

a.  Our life prior to Christ, using elements of our life and experience that will help us 
relate to our audience.   

b.  Our conversion experience – how the Lord opened our eyes and changed our hearts.   
c.  Our call to service – what the Lord called us to do.   
d.  And our actual service or change of life – what we have done in answer to His call.   
e.  All of these things are evidences of the truth of Christianity, and they are the things 

we are to testify to others, that they might be saved.   
f.  Next time, we’ll consider how we are to affirm these things even though our 

audience might not like what we say.  There are certain things we can do to relate to 
our audience, but there are also certain things we must not compromise of the 
message, even if our hearers will hate us for them.   Amen.   


